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K2044 Update Timeline - 2024 

March – April: 

CC Briefings & Study Sessions

• Housing (Scott)

• Transportation (Kim)

• Economic Development (Janice)

• Utilities & Public Services (Lindsay)

• Capital Facilities (Scott)

• Juanita/Kingsgate Neigh. Plans 
(LeAndre)

Late April – June:

PC Open Houses/Public Hearings 

• All Elements 

• Transportation Strategic Plan

Oct – Dec:

CC Study Sessions/Adoption

• Draft Comp Plan 

• Draft Transportation Strategic 
Plan 



Draft Guiding Principles



Questions for City Council

1. Does City Council have any questions or feedback about any specific draft 
revisions to the 2044 Guiding Principles?

2. Are there any themes or concepts that you believe need to be incorporated 
into the 2044 Guiding Principles?



Draft Guiding Principles

LIVABLE AND WELCOMING
Promote quality of life, exemplified by safe, affordable, and well-maintained 
neighborhoods that prioritize people, with convenient access to parks, open space, 
recreational facilities, the waterfront, community gathering places, excellent schools, 
an abundance of housing options, and nearby services.

Foster an inclusive and equitable community where people of all income groups, 
stages of life, and backgrounds can live in Kirkland and feel welcomed. 

Create a community that is well-designed, and encourages thoughtful growth to 
meet the community’s vision, while also celebrating our past. 

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Guiding Principles



Draft Guiding Principles

SUSTAINABLE & RESILIENT
Protect and enhance natural systems, including forest land, lakes, and steams; integrate green 
infrastructure into urban environments; and seek to empower the community to protect the 
environment. 

Support an economy that is prosperous and resilient, that empowers individuals, that attracts and 
nurtures human capital, that uses technology responsibly, and that provides needed infrastructure. 

Ensure that City growth and services are fiscally sustainable. 

Provide and develop collaborations with other entities to provide health and human services that 
fulfill the basic needs of all people without regard to income, age, race, gender, ability, or 
background.

Create a more resilient community that can withstand and prosper after natural, human, and 
economic disruptions.

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Guiding Principles



Draft Guiding Principles

CONNECTED
Foster an inclusive community through engaging community members in 
government, schools, civic events, and volunteer activities, creating a sense of 
belonging through shared values.

Create an accessible multimodal transportation system, with a safe, well 
maintained, and extensive systems of roads, bicycle routes, pedestrian paths, and 
transit corridors for all users that interconnect neighborhoods, jobs and services, 
parks, schools, and the region.

Support appropriate technologies that connect, inform, and involve residents, 
businesses, and visitors.  

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Guiding Principles



Housing Element
Background



Housing Element

Goals and policies must (HB 1220):

• Understand the countywide housing market 
and Kirkland’s role in it.

• Plan and accommodate housing affordable to 
all income levels

• Address the legacy of zoning

• Address patterns of disinvestment

• Identify displacement risk

• Prevent or reduce displacement



Regional Housing Need (2050)

Source: PSRC



Where People Live and Work 



Cost of Housing 

Median Sale Price



Cost Burdened and Income

74%

14%

77%

20%

64%

35%



Cost Burden by Race/Ethnicity



Local Input



Community Engagement

• Housing & Human Services Survey (684 responses)

• Juanita High School Civics Affordable Housing Project

• Senior Council Meeting

• Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods (KAN)

• Youth Council Meeting    

• Housing & Human Services Focus Groups

• General Outreach (tabling, visioning survey, City 
communications/social media, etc.)

Themes
• More affordable housing is needed.
• More diverse housing options is needed to 

help address affordability
• Concern for displacement of renters and 

seniors
• More housing is desired near walking 

distance to transit
• More housing is desired that is suitable for 

seniors and people with disabilities
• Help lower-income population attain home 

ownership



Survey Responses

Race & Ethnicity

Survey Respondents Kirkland Residents (2020 PSRC data)



Which housing types are 
currently most needed in 
Kirkland? 

All Respondents
• Single-family (38.3%)
• Multifamily low-rise (37.3%)
• Senior housing (37.3%)

Below AMI
• Cottages (39.9%)
• Senior housing (37.3%)
• Permanent supportive housing (34.8%)

Unhoused
• Cottages (53.8%)
• Permanent supportive housing (53.8%)
• Tiny homes (38.5%)



When comparing renters 
versus homeowners, the 
results for top 3 housing 
choices varied as follows: 

Homeowners (367 responses)
• Single-family (43.9%)
• Senior housing (41.4%)
• Row/townhomes (38.7%)

Renters (100 responses)
• Multifamily low-rise (40.0%)
• Duplex/triplex (38.0%)
• 4- to 6-plex (37.0%)



Housing Allocation & Factors 
Affecting Supply and Affordability



Source: PSRC Housing Affordability Infographic

Factors Affecting Housing Supply & Affordability



10,440 Apartments 
(79%) for households 
making 0-50% AMI

1,509 Multi-plex 
(11%)for households 
making 51-120% AMI

1,251 Single family 
(10%) for households 
making +120% AMI

Kirkland’s 2019-2044 Housing Needs Allocation
13,200 Net New Units



Potential Land Use Changes
& Added Housing Supply



POTENTIAL LAND USE CHANGES

1. Par Mac Business Park (Totem Lake): greater permitted 
density and height to accommodate up to 1,200 units 
of housing and up to 30,000 square feet of commercial 
space.

2. Totem Lake Southern Industrial Commercial Subarea 
(Totem Lake, TL 10C, TL 10D, TL 10E, TL10F): changes 
to enable increases in capacity for housing units and 
office space.

3. Goodwill Site (Juanita): greater permitted density and 
height to accommodate up to 600 units of housing and 
up to 15,000 square feet of commercial space.

4. Michael’s Site (Juanita): greater permitted density and 
height (from 26 feet to 70 feet) to accommodate up to 
350 units of housing and commercial space.

1
2

4

3



POTENTIAL LAND USE CHANGES

5. Increased capacity along frequent transit corridors

• Being studied at 50 units/acre –

o Similar density to neighborhood commercial zones in 
Juanita 

o Existing medium density residential zones allow up to 
28 units/acre

o Analysis will yield a net capacity- land use changes 
considered can be less than analyzed capacity, but not 
more

• Capacity analysis will only apply new units to parcels 
that are “redevelopable” (when assessed value of 
improvements are less than ½ value of land)



Source: Visualizing Compatible Density by Bob Bengford, published by MRSC April 10, 2017



Source: Visualizing Compatible Density by Bob Bengford, published by MRSC April 10, 2017



Housing Element Update



Regional Housing Strategy



Questions for City Council

1. Does City Council have any questions or feedback about any specific draft 
revisions to the Housing Element goals and policies?

2. Are there any policy themes or concepts that you believe need to be 
incorporated into the Housing Element goals or policies?

3. Is there any additional information that the CC would find helpful for staff to 
include in a future briefing on the Housing Element?



Draft Goal

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Build more housing of different types.

Goal H-1: Provide a full range of affordable, accessible, healthy 
and safe housing choices to all residents.

• Increase housing supply, particularly for households with greatest 
need.

• Expand housing options and increase affordability accessible to 
transit and employment.

• Collaborate regionally.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Increase housing supply, particularly for households with greatest need.

Policy H-1.#D: Reduce the cost of building housing by modifying 
development and environmental regulations, including but not 
limited to, reducing the number of residential zones, using 
simplified form-based code requirements, reducing or 
eliminating minimum lot sizes, reducing or eliminating parking 
standards, simplifying and standardizing design review process 
and design requirements, allowing for and providing pre-
approved plans, administrative short plat approval, and 
modifying SEPA exemptions for infill development.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Increase housing supply, particularly for households with greatest need.

Policy H-1.#E: Reduce the cost of building housing by speeding up 
and making permitting housing more predictable by streamlining 
permit processes and making transparent to permit applicants 
expected permit review timelines.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Increase housing supply, particularly for households with greatest need.

Policy H-1.#F: Develop specialized standards that enable and 
encourage production of housing for extremely low-income 
households, such as: prioritizing vacant lands for the production 
of Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH); densities to maximize 
production of PSH; reducing fees, taxes, permit and utility hookup 
fees for PSH; and employing cost reduction strategies identified in 
other housing policies.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Increase housing supply, particularly for households with greatest need.

Policy H-1.#G: Support housing the unhoused by removing 
regulatory barriers that prevent or obstruct the creation and 
equitable distribution of transitional housing, emergency shelters, 
permanent supportive housing and similar facilities.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Expand housing options and increase affordability accessible to transit and 
employment.

Policy H-1.#L: Maximize the use of residential land near transit 
with smaller lot sizes, reduced parking and modified access 
requirements including adding alleys and through-block 
connections.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Expand housing options and increase affordability accessible to transit and 
employment.

Policy H-1.#O: Increase housing diversity, including more family-
sized 3+ bedroom multi-unit housing, and capacity near transit 
and employment by adjusting zoning to support additional 
residential intensity and local building code standards that 
support residential buildings up six stories served by single exit 
stairways.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Expand housing options and increase affordability accessible to transit and 
employment.

Policy H-1.#P: Increase housing capacity in Kirkland’s Urban 
Centers by allowing for taller residential buildings, adjusting 
modulation and articulation standards, and allowing innovation in 
construction technologies including, but not limited to, mass 
timber construction.



Select Draft Policies

K2044 update will revise Comp Plan Goals & Policies

• Collaborate regionally.

Policy H-1.#R: Collaborate with diverse partners (e.g., employers, 
financial institutions, philanthropic, faith, and community-based 
organizations) on provision of resources (e.g., funding, surplus 
property) and programs to meet Kirkland’s allocated housing need 
of households with extremely low-, very low-, and low-incomes.


