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Janice Swenson

From:

Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 8:41 PM
To: 2044 Comprehensive Plan
Subject: Kirkland 2044 Plan Feedback

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello!

Below are my thoughts on the 2044 Comprehensive Plan (for the subjects being reviewed May 9th).

Vision Statement Thoughts:

e Sounds great! |think it covers all the bases for the direction the city should take.

Guiding Principles Thoughts:

e Also sounds great! | look forward to my future in Kirkland being shaped by these principles.

Parks Element Thoughts:

e Ithinkthese all look amazing! The focus on sustainability (not only preserving our existing parks,
but expanding them!), connectivity, and empowering our parks and waterfront (something unique
to Kirkland) is spot on.

Economic Development Thoughts:

e Development Strategy
o I’d argue against specifically calling out Totem Lake and Downtown, as that leaves out a
LOT of the city (Finn Hill, Juanita, Houghton, etc.). It makes it hard to achieve the 10/15-
minute city goals if economic development is too clustered.
e Revised Policy ED-1.2
o Instead of ‘targeted recruitment activities’, I’d focus on removing the existing barriers that
prevent people from becoming entrepreneurs, like restrictive zone and parking minimums.
e Revised Policy ED-1.6



o Maybe add something here about regional transit, as being a destination won’t work well if
it’s a pain to get to.
e Revised Policy ED-1.7
o I’d be cautious with language like ‘wherever appropriate’, as NUMBYs love to claim that
neighborhood cafes are ‘inappropriate’. Butl do see what you’re going for (no one wants
an auto body shop next door). Maybe add language that acknowledges there’s room for
nuance here.
e Revised Policy ED-1.8
o Maybe instead of listing out all the different groups you’re targeting, use more inclusive
language like ‘under-served’ or ‘under-privileged’ or ‘under-represented’.
o Maybe add somethingin here about supporting co-ops?
e Revised Policy ED-2.1, ED-2.3
o These look bangon!
e Revised Policy ED-2.4
o Same as ED-1.8, could use more inclusive language, but | see what you’re going for.
¢ New Policy ED-5.6
o Isthis even necessary? Seems oddly specific and not really related to Kirkland. | suggest
removal.
e Ingeneral, maybe a bit too focused and specific on the DEIl items. Could change the language to
something like ‘the needs and requirements of typically under-represented communities, like
BIPOC, immigrant, etc.’ | don’t think it needs to be so silo’d.

Overall, I'm really excited about the direction of everything I'm reading, and | think you all are doing a
wonderful job!

Cheers,



May 2, 2024

Kirkland City Council
123 5th Ave
Kirkland, WA 98033

Dear Kirkland City Council:
Re: Comment on Transit-Oriented Development in Kirkland SEIS

The Eastside Housing Roundtable (“EHR”) is a broad coalition comprised of employers, non-
profits, business organizations, housing advocates, and private and non-profit housing
developers. We unite to support the creation of more affordable housing and diverse housing
types at allincome levels on the Eastside as a shared response to rapid growth. You can see
our members and mission statement here.

We are writing to share comment on the analysis of transit-oriented development in the
Supplement Environmental Impact Statement (“SEIS”) for the Kirkland 2044 Comprehensive
Plan Update. In particular, our comments pertain to the May 3, 2024 “Kirkland City Council
Special Meeting” where City Counciimembers will have an opportunity to provide feedback
on the Comp Plan SEIS analysis for specific elements, including housing.

We thank the City of Kirkland for supporting a growth strategy vision statement that
emphasizes a “community that is connected by local and regional transit services...” and
where “jobs, services, and housing are clustered around routes and trails...” We agree with
growth alternatives that focus mixed-used, dense development near frequent transit.

At the March 28 Kirkland Planning Commission meeting, staff presented potential land use
changes along frequent transit corridors for the Kirkland 2044 Comprehensive Plan Update.
This included a proposal to study 50 dwelling units per acre (“du/acre”) at seven key frequent
transit stops across the City (slide #14) in the SEIS. The proposed analysis of only 50 du/acre
near frequent transit may limit the City of Kirkland's ability to meet its housing, sustainability,
and fransportation goals over the upcoming planning period. We urge Kirkland City Council
to ensure that the SEIS analysis is bold enough to consider a full range of viable transit-oriented
growth options, including housing capacity over 50 du/acre near transit stops. We also
encourage the analysis of densities that can reasonably avoid the need for additional
environmental review during the upcoming planning period. Additional study and/or zoning
amendments can add delays and costs to housing that a visionary Comp Plan SEIS can
avoid.

Planning for denser housing near transit is a tool to foster a healthy, sustainable fransportation
system. This strategy is particularly important as our region’s fransit system continues to recover
from the pandemic. It aligns with Kirkland's own 2018 Housing Strategy Plan and Sustainability




Master Plan goals. By studying densities greater than 50 du/acre along transit lines, the city
will be better positioned to generate and sustain strong transit ridership.

According to MRSC, buildings around 50 du/acre vary in type and size. For example, this
general density limit could result in a 3-story urban townhome cluster with underground
parking (44 du/acre) or a 4-story small apartment building with surface parking and ground
floor retail (59 du/acre). MRSC notes that a é-story mixed-use apartment building with ground
levelretailis around 162 du/acre. While the du/acre may jump between these developments,
the street level impact and building types may not be radically different in some cases,
especially if parking is removed. By studying and implementing densities above 50 du/acre,
Kirkland can diversify building types, flexibility, and project feasibility near transit. These
factors are critical for Kirkland to reach its growth targets as market conditions fluctuate over
the next 20 years.

There is also a question about how Kirkland should approach residential capacity to meet its
2044 residential growth target of 13,200 additional housing unifs and 26,490 additional jobs.
PSRC’s VISION 2050 Regional Growth Strategy and the Multicounty Planning Policies
recommend that Metropolitan cities—like Kirkland— provide “additional housing capacity”
when significant job growth is expected (note the mandatory language):

e “Provide additional housing capacity in Metropolitan Cities in response to rapid
employment growth, particularly through increased zoning for middle density
housing.” (MPP-RGS-7)

¢ “Metropolitan and Core cities experiencing high job growth will take measures to
provide additional housing capacity for a range of housing types and affordability to
meet the needs of those workers as well as the needs of existing residents who may
be at risk of displacement.” (RGS-Action-8)

This "additional housing capacity” should be considered in excess of the growth targets.
According to the 2021 King County Urban Growth Capacity Report, Kirkland grew at 75% of
the pace needed o achieve its 2035 housing growth farget since 2006. This suggests that
Kirkland can be bold in how it considers adding residential capacity to meet its growth targets
for the 2019-2044 time period.

We thank City Council for your ongoing commitment to affordable housing and transit-
oriented development in Kirkland. Ultimately, the implementation of Kirkland 2044 in code
and processes is what matters most. In addition to recommending the study of residential
densities higher than 50 du/acre af transit stops, we ask that you direct staff to prioritize other
actions and areas of study so that bold zoning changes near fransit will lead to effective
results.

Sincerely,
Eastside Housing Roundtable Steering Committee



e ///,

Joe Fain, co-chair Patience Malaba, co-chair
Bellevue Chamber of Commerce Housing Development Consortium

Meghan Altimore, Hopelink

Chris Buchanan, Bellwether Housing

Abigail DeWeese, Hillis Clark Martin & Peterson
Pearl Leung, Amazon

Amy Liu, Microsoft



From:

Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2024 12:10 PM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners
<PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>

Subject: Comments for May 3rd Special Joint Meeting - | Support Housing Abundance

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City Councilmembers and Planning Commissioners,

| am reaching out to provide a comment ahead of the May 3rd Special Joint Session. | support
the Focused Growth Alternative as outlined in the Capacity Analysis Memo. However, as a long
term resident of Kirkland, | believe the vision outlined thus far is too conservative to fully
address our housing and loneliness crises. The Kirkland 2044 Comprehensive Plan lays the
groundwork for Kirkland’s future success - we should provide as many walkable housing
opportunities as possible by studying and including the following actions in the plan:

1. Eliminate parking minimums. This provides a blanket of interconnected benefits city wide.

2. Allow for larger buildings near frequent transit. Go beyond 50 dwelling units per acre
where demand for housing is highest (and not by reducing capacity in other areas). Market
Street in particular is a prime candidate for transformation.

3. Explicitly support the most sustainable and covert missing middle type, the single-stair
plex-style apartment or condo, city wide. Create pre-approved 4-plex, 6-plex, 8-plex, and
10-plex programs like the existing DADU program.

4. Introduce a Kirkland Neighborhood Cafe Bill. Let the community experiment and build new
hubs of activity and culture.

| appreciate how hard it must be to reconcile all the ideas you’ve received and then co-create a
unifying and comprehensive plan for our future. The above actions are critical ingredients for the
long term health and happiness of our community.

Thank you for your time,



Janice Swenson

From:

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2024 5:43 PM

To: Planning Commissioners; Allison Zike; Janice Swenson
Subject: CAM22-00032 -- input to tonight's Public Hearing

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Commissioners, Ms. Zike, Ms. Swenson,

| plan to speak at the public hearing this evening. | will likely be unable to cover all of my points, so | am also
submitting them via this email message.

Thank you,

Kirkland, WA

May 9, 2024 - K2044 Comp Plan Public Hearing #1
Good evening Commissioners, city staff, and audience members,

This Comp Plan update is a huge effort; | appreciate all of the work that everyone has putinto this.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening.

Much to comment on... | will highlight a few key items. First, two general comments:

Public Safety
- lrealize that this plan focuses housing and job growth, but the services required to support the
housing and jobs is also important. Public safety is a key element of managing growth.
- |lsuggest adding a goal for public safety.

Neighborhoods

- Kirkland’s neighborhoods are a big asset to our community.

- One example: Police Chief Harris has told me multiple times that our engaged and connected
neighborhoods are a real plus when KPD is hiring new recruits and our neighborhoods are very
helpful to KPD in their daily work.

- | propose adding two goals to the Comp Plan:

o NH-1 Strengthen ongoing dialogue between each neighborhood and City officials.

o NH-2 Make each neighborhood more sustainable and a better place to live or work by
providing for compatible growth in residences and other land uses, such as businesses,
services, and parks while fostering each neighborhood’s own unique character.

1



- Fulldisclosure: | cribbed these from the draft Redmond Comp Plan Update
Now some specific comments on the Intro Chapter:
Please add page numbers to future documents.

Figure I-5 (on page 6, | think) - the word cloud from a visioning event
o Isthis an overall representative reflection of words from all of your community outreach?
o Itseems like feedback from one particular focus group. This should be replaced by a more
representative cloud.
o Also, thereis no reference in the text to this figure and no description of its purpose.

Vision Statement — Some good content, but it needs better balance
o Inits 5 paragraphs, there are just two mentions of housing, which is a critical topic for this plan,
and | quote:
o Housing near transit
o Diverse housing
o And only a few mentions of parks:
o Parks in Kirkland
o Natural and built environment
o Connected parks and open spaces
o Butthere are numerous mentions of diversity, equity, and inclusion, and | quote::
o Welcoming place
Friendly community
Welcome all people
All people belong
Celebrate diversity and inclusion
Combat racism and discrimination
Equitable transit
All abilities community
o Diverse neighborhoods
o lrealize that diversity is a goal of this plan, but there should be balanced treatment of all of the
important goals.

O O O 0O O O O

Guiding Principles
Principles for “guiding growth and development ...”
- Livable and Welcoming

o Redundant-Inclusive, Welcoming, and Belonging are covered in both the 1stand 3™
principles. Those items should be pulled out into their own principle.

o First paragraph says “for people of all abilities”. Other aspects of inclusion are omitted
(age, income, etc.). Remove this phrase and cover all of the inclusion in the separate
principle suggested in the previous bullet item.

o Youremoved: “High quality and attractive architectural design and landscaping, and
preservation of historic buildings and sites” that is in the current Comp Plan. Are those no
longer part of livability in Kirkland?

- Sustainable and Resilient
o The first paragraph is hard to read. Just a string of phrases.
o The format of the 2035 Guiding Principles was much easier to parse.

2



o “...the values of environmental justice” — what is the purpose of this here? Do we have a
problem in Kirkland with marginalized communities being harmed by hazardous waste and
resource extraction?

- Connected and Resilient

o Separate into 2 principles. They are different topics.

o Grammarissues in 2" paragraph. E.g., “... connect housing, jobs, and services, parks,
schools, and the region.” Similar problem with 3™ paragraph.

Policy GP-1.2: working with other agencies, etc.
- lIsitagoalfor Kirkland to participate in regional issues (like homelessness) commensurate with
our level of those issues? Or is it Kirkland’s goal to shoulder more than our share of the load?

Policy GP-1.4: Integrate smart technology to support citywide goals
- What does this have to do with GP-1/Coordinate with other agencies?
- This seems out of place. Isn’t it an implementation detail?

GPs subsection on “Equitable, Inclusive, Welcoming, Sustainable Community”
- ldon’tsee any GPs in here that foster Sustainability.
- Sustainable be its own subsection (doesn’t belong with DEIB). Or partner it with resilience or
something else that it’s related to.

“Policy GP-3.2: Prioritize services and access to opportunity for people of color, people with low
incomes, and historically underserved communities to ensure all people can attain the resources and
opportunities to improve quality of life and address past inequities.”

- | support the other inclusion GPs, but this one is tricky. Does this expose the city to lawsuits?

- Whatis the goal?

o To have the city’s employee demographic match the demographic of the city’s population?

o Orto have Kirkland’s population demographics match WA state demographics? Or USA-
wide demographics?

o Do we have a measure of how much past inequity Kirkland needs to make up for? (I know
there was a public meeting about this topic recently and examples of inequity were
presented which was enlightening, but there were serious flaws in the data.)

o This GP needs clarification/modification.

Goal GP-5: “Enhance Kirkland’s strong sense of community”
- This list needs some work.
- E.g., Policy GP-5.2, “Establish partnerships throughout the community to meet the city’s cultural,
educational, economic, and social needs.” Is this really the City’s job to meet all of these needs
for people in the City? Yes, we can help. But meet all needs?

| see lots of goals and policies around DEIB but nothing about Public Safety. Isn’t that an important
aspect of our general goals?

Section E. “Key Themes for 2044 Comprehensive Plan update”
- Why s this organized into 2 subsections, (1) DEIB Focus and (2) Key Themes (which is the title of
the whole section)?
- The Key themes should be presented first.



Then, provide more details on those themes. (At this point there is only one theme that has more
details in this section (DEIB).)

Section F. “Equitable and Inclusive Community Outreach and Engagement”
| agree that “The City should continue to strive to increase participation in City programs,

initiatives and activities among its diverse populations.”
How do you ensure that this Comp Plan reflects the priorities and values of “... people who might
want to live in Kirkland but don’t yet.” ??

- Where is the data to support the following statement:
“Historically, our planning processes and decisions have privileged some voices over

others. As a result, many planning processes fail to adequately consider the perspectives
of marginalized or underrepresented communities that are often most impacted by

planning decisions.”

(@)

| have comments on the other documents (Parks, Economic Development), but | will need to send those

along at another time.



5/13/24, 1:19 PM Is the Comp Plan Public Hearing process broken? - Janice Swenson - Outlook

Is the Comp Plan Public Hearing process broken?

Mon 5/13/2024 12:53 PM

To:Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>;City Council <citycouncil@kirklandwa.gov>;Allison Zike
<AZike@kirklandwa.gov>;Janice Swenson <JSwenson@kirklandwa.gov>;Adam Weinstein <AWeinstein@kirklandwa.gov>

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Planning Commissioners, City Council Members, and City Staff,

What is the purpose of public comment at a Comprehensive Plan public hearing?

At the first public hearing on May 9t", the public comments on the plan chapters were not discussed
nor addressed during the hearing. (Four people spoke and three people submitted written comments.
| did both.)

(Note - Commissioners discussed the public comment about the difficulty of the public accessing the
packet for the meeting, but that was not a public comment about the content of the materials. There was
no follow up on Comp Plan comments made by the public. For one small example, | suggested adding a
goal for public safety and that was not mentioned during PC deliberation. )

Is the public hearing process broken? How do we fix it?

Is it too much to ask for commissioners to understand, discuss, and act on public comments presented
that evening? Maybe you should ask the public to submit written comments one week prior, to enable
commissioners to digest them? In that case, the packet would need to be released at least 2 weeks prior
to the hearing and you would need to advertise that verbal comments at the hearing should either be
very simple to address or be just highlights of comments submitted earlier.

| strongly recommend addressing this question before the May 23" public hearing. For a variety of
reasons, there were relatively few comments on May ofh | predict that there will be many, many more
comments at the May 23" meeting.

Is the public supposed to feel that their comments have been heard and addressed, or is the
public supposed to hear “thank you for your comments” and then feel like their efforts were
merely whistling into the wind? It really should be the former! How do we make that happen?

City staff, council, and commissioners have been working on this Comp Plan update for many months. A
small percentage of Kirklanders have been engaged throughout the update process, too. However,
much of the public has not had a chance to review the materials until now. If these public hearings are
the full public’s chance to review and comment, it should be with a process in which they will
actually be heard.

Thank you for your time.

Market Neighborhood resident

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane1



From:

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 8:42 AM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Support Transit Oriented Development and Housing Choices

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Kirkland City Councilmembers and Planning Commissioners,

Five years ago | was fortunate enough to be able to purchase a condominium in downtown Kirkland. |
have fallen in love with the City but realize that for most, a move here is out of reach due to soaring real
estate and rental costs.

Given that, | want to voice strong support of:

e Enabling transit-oriented development by placing dense housing and mixed use development
along frequent transit corridors.

e Studying/ considering housing density above 50 units per acre along transit corridors. The 50
units per acre does not provide enough housing capacity and choices.

e Building more apartments.

¢ Meeting Kirkland's affordable housing goals.

e Enabling accessory commercial units in residential areas which will provide access to day-to-day
necessities and strengthen communities as we grow.

Thank you.

Kirkland 98033



From:

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 6:20 PM

To: Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>; City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: May 3 planning meeting

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As you plan the future of Kirkland at you May 3 meeting, please consider this major fact:

Any increased housing density on Lake Street, Central Way or Market Street, from Juanita
to Carillon Point and east to 405 must acknowledge that we have a one-lane-each-way T-
intersection at Lake and Central. Density should be increased where traffic has better
access from one-lane streets to two-lane roads.

| know you want everyone to take the bus, ride a bike or walk everywhere but that’s
unrealistic. Focus growth in the Totem Lake area and let “downtown” Kirkland remain a
quirky, historic, waterfront gathering place as much as possible.



From:

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 8:48 PM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Abundant housing allows families to stay connected

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City Council Members and Planning Commissioners,

My family lives in North Juanita, and one of my dreams for the future is for my two teens to be able to live
independently in Kirkland as adults so that we can continue to be a tight-knit family that gathers together
regularly. For my dream to be possible, we need a lot more housing.

| strongly support:

e Transit-oriented development

e Studying housing density above 50 units per acre along transit corridors
e Building apartments in Kirkland

¢ Meeting Kirkland's affordable housing goals

| fully support Liveable Kirkland's detailed recommendations in this letter.

Sincerely,



From:

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 7:27 PM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Housing and Transit-Oriented Development in Kirkland

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello City Councilmembers and Planning Commissioners,

I'm writing to you to express support for more housing in Kirkland. That means apartment buildings, true
transit-oriented (not just transit-adjacent) development, and most importantly studying adding more
than 50 units/acre. At 50 units/acre we can just barely build townhouse-level density. There's no way
that's going to even put a dentin our huge housing deficit in Kirkland. We need to make sure we're not
tying our hands prematurely by only studying 50 units/acre. An apartment building, even a small one, will
easily hit 100 units/acre (which is good!). As you are conducting your joint retreat on housing, land use,
sustainability, and equity this Friday, please keep this in mind.

Thank you,



From:

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 9:30 PM

To: City Council <citycouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Support for transit-oriented development

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

| support the Focused Growth Alternative that would involve upzoning along seven frequent transit
corridors, and would prefer a target higher than 50 dwelling units per acre, as well as more apartments in
Kirkland.

The only way we can meet our climate and sustainability goals, as well as get as many people housed for
areasonable cost, is to build more housing along transit corridors. Climate change and housing
affordability are twin crises, and we can't afford to take half measures here.



From:

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 9:21 PM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Housing Capacity

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi,

As part of the 2044 Comprehensive Plan, the City is studying a capacity increase along key transit corridors[1].
I am writing in support of increasing capacity, but | believe that the proposed upzone is unnecessarily
conservative, especially in areas near existing amenities like parks, restaurants, and grocery stores. The
proposed density of 50 dwelling units per acre is equivalent to dense townhomes or a small apartment
complex. This is not nearly enough to address the housing crisis we are experiencing here in Kirkland, and
means that the city will fall further and further behind its affordable housing goals[2].

The 2044 Comprehensive Plan is an opportunity for us to plan for and build the community we want to see
here in Kirkland. The fact of the matter is that hundreds of thousands of people will be moving to the Puget
Sound region in the coming decades, and many of them will settle in Kirkland. If we don’t make room for them,
housing prices will continue to rise and families will continue to struggle to afford rent.

Those of us who are lucky enough to live here know that Kirkland is one of the most beautiful cities in the
country - it's a great place to live, a great place to raise a family, and full of great job opportunities. We have
the opportunity to build toward a more beautiful, affordable, and walkable city that is welcoming to everyone.
We can’t afford to shut the door behind us.

Thanks for your time,

[1] Capacity Analysis Memo (kirklandwa.gov)
[2] City of Kirkland Housing Dashboard (arcgis.com)




From:

Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 12:08 AM

To: Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Capacity Analysis Memo

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Planning Commission,

| recently ran across a Capacity Analysis Memo sent your way March 26, 2024
(https://www.kirklandwa.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/planning-amp-building/kirkland-2044-
comp-plan/k2044-people/land-use/pdfs/k2044_capacityanalysismemo_final2024-03-26.pdf). | was very
impressed with the common sense approach espoused therein and wanted to voice my support for its
recommendations.

| think the memo gets a lot right about why it's important to rezone Kirkland to allow for denser uses. As it
notes this would achieve "important community-wide objectives such as housing affordability, better
transit service, and reductions in per capita energy use." | would add that denser, less car-dependant
communities tend to be safer, greener, and have a more resilient tax base than suburban sprawl.

Looking at the map for a "Focused Growth Alternative" | think this approach makes a lot of sense. Growth
should be concentrated along transit corridors to maximize efficient use of our road network. It's also
best for the health of Kirkland residents if growth isn't concentrated next to freeways as other cities tend
to do. I'd suggest also including up to the North Juanita's commercial center as a corridor since there is
30 minute bus service via the 230/231 through here and it encompasses the Goodwill site.

I'm heartened by the recommendation to allow mixed use along the mapped corridors and | think the
target density of 50 units/acre is very appropriate for Kirkland. | urge you not to restrict this target via
overly burdensome height/FAR/setback/parking/etc requirements. | also urge you to allow higher density
uses throughout the city, not justin these corridors.



| look forward to seeing the work you do to alleviate, not contribute to our steadily increasing housing
costs and the erosion of a Kirkland middle class.

Yours,



From:

To: 2044 Comprehensive Plan
Subject: PorchLight
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 11:38:39 AM

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Kirkland Comp Plan,

I’'m with the only adult men’s shelter on the Eastside, PorchLight, and we’re working on expanding
our advocacy on housing issues.

The Eastside desperately needs more affordable housing, as our shelters are currently full and
without anywhere for people to go, existing camping bans cannot even be legally enforced, leading

to difficult community relations.

If there are ways we can involved in your comprehensive plans and give public comment from our
perspective, please let me know.

Thanks

Bellevue, WA 98005


mailto:tomk@porchlightcares.org
mailto:2044comprehensiveplan@kirklandwa.gov
https://porchlightcares.org/

1/12/24, 9:04 AM Mail - Allison Zike - Outlook

Comp Plan Land Use Element: Hooray for housing!

Wed 1/10/2024 9:24 PM

To:Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Kirkland Planning Commissioners, my name is ,and | am a recently minted
Kirkland resident.

First of all, thanks to you and the city staff for all of your hard work on the Comprehensive Plan
update. Since the Land Use Element study session is tomorrow, | wanted to express my support for a
few things:

1. 1 approve of the language updates I've seen to the goals and policies. We should be emphasizing
the need for more housing and housing diversity, for mass transit and active transportation, and for
greater investments in sustainability, equity, and community. I'm also glad to see ambiguous and
questionable language like "community character" is being removed.

2. 1 am encouraged that the city is studying the Growth Action Alternative. | look forward to seeing the
results of that, and | hope that the city ultimately adopts it. In particular, I'm glad to see a plan to
upzone around frequent transit routes. | hope that will lead to more housing being built along those
routes and to greater ridership for our bus routes, of which | am a daily user.

3. One point of concern for me is the jobs-to-housing ratio. In the packet, it says Kirkland is required
to plan for a 54% increase in jobs but only a 34% increase in housing. Job growth in Kirkland appears
to be outpacing housing growth, meaning that fewer of the people who work in the city will be able to
live here. | hope that the city will make it a policy goal to maintain the 2018 jobs-to-housing ratio of
1.27, or we risk our neighborhoods becoming even more exclusionary than they already are.

4.1 was glad to see the map attached to the end of the packet that shows the city is modeling a 1/4
mile radius around frequent transit routes. | expect that map will be contentious with some other
Kirkland residents, but | think it's critical that we maintain at least that radius. The reason for this is not
just to grease the wheels of new housing. We should also recognize that noise and particulate
pollution are worst along major roads, where frequent transit tends to operate. | hope the city will
consider such pollutants in its SEIS study and in future studies and incorporate them into its goals and
policies.

Thank you for taking the time to read this far. | look forward to seeing you all at tomorrow night's
meeting!

Best wishes

https://outlook.office.com/mail/options/mail/messageContent?nativeVersion=1.2024.103.100&oobeRedirect=NA&appendbootflights=localStorageOwa... 11



From:

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 1:15 PM

To: Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>

Subject: https://www.kirklandwa.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/planning-amp-building

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Good afternoon,

Please do not approve these proposed plans. Kirkland already feels too congested and our
infrastructure cannot handle this concentration of people.

https://www.kirklandwa.gov/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/planning-amp-building/public-
notices/k2044-comp-plan-citywide-_car-hearing-notice-
iv_long.pdf?fbclid=lwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTEAAR2QPhiMcZoSDgtGrVH_HqgrJWiHnAbiPF5TE
2dNKL4cVCoTgvl73DuWgNQ_aem_AYY08HHohfJRmxN9vn1xg9TZmvPUBVEbOSDMrOLPhO
PG1x91As94ZtyhudY1jvsL600PCOp-VtOcXfTYoKww-JQi

Thank you,

-A concerned city of Kirkland resident



Begin forwarded message:

From:
Subject: Kirkland's Comprehensive Plan
Date: July 17, 2023 at 10:32:03 PM PDT

To: kcurtis@kirklandwa.gov

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of
Kirkland. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Councillor Curtis,

My name is and I recently became a homeowner here in
Kirkland. I moved here because I love the city and its lively downtown, but I am
worried about the cost and sustainability of housing and infrastructure here. While
I feel fortunate to have found a home I love, the price was exorbitant, even by
west coast standards. I'm lucky to be able to afford to live here, but it's humbling
to realize how few people can. I believe that if Kirkland is going to sustain itself,
housing must be made more abundant, affordable, and sustainable. And that
housing needs to be served by better walkability and transit that we can all enjoy.

I've just learned that Kirkland's Comprehensive Plan is due for an update, and |
hope you will consider these points and represent them in the plan:

1. Kirkland, simply put, needs more housing. If the city is projecting job growth,
it needs to project commensurate housing growth.

2. The best and most economical way to achieve that housing growth is to allow
for denser construction within a short 5-10 minute walk from transit. From what
I've heard, Kirkland is already in the vanguard of zoning reform in Washington,
which is very encouraging! But there is still more to do. I'd like to see a firm and
precise commitment to continue this progress, not something vague.

3. We should especially encourage the construction of affordable and sustainable
housing. I'm sure there are ways we could ease or prioritize permitting for such
buildings. I would love to see a zoning overlay created for just this goal.

4. The densest areas of Kirkland, such as downtown/Moss Bay and Totem Lake,
need greater walkability and reduced car traffic. Cities that design for humans
instead of cars are all-around livelier, safer, healthier, and happier. I've seen some
encouraging signs of this lately: pedestrianizing Park Lane, creating an east-west
foot and bike corridor, and building a new pedestrian scramble on Lake Street. |
want to lend all of these my full support! But there's also so much more we can
do. For example, some simple traffic calming devices such as speed tables and
chicanes could go a long, long way to making life safer for pedestrians, cyclists,


mailto:KCurtis@kirklandwa.gov
mailto:JSwenson@kirklandwa.gov
mailto:william.f.whitehouse@gmail.com
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and wheelchair users.
If you've read this far, thank you so much for your time. I know you are busy, but
what you do means so much for residents like me. I look forward to working with

and meeting you in the future.

Best wishes,


mailto:kcurtis@kirklandwa.gov

Kirkland, WA 98034
10.25.2023

Jon Pascal

Council Member
Kirkland City Council

123 Fifth Ave.

Kirkiand, WA 98033-6189

Council Member Jon Pascal:

Hi, Mr.Pascal, I'm | am a senior student of Inglemoor High School. | moved here half a
year ago, before this | was living in Auburn and before Auburn | was living in Ukraine. Kirkland is a nice
city, roads are good, people are friendly, prices are reasonable.

The issue for me is bike lanes. Yes, they exist in Kirkiand, but the issue is how they are situated, big slopes
and curvy roads are very dangerous to drive bicycles. Not a long time ago, my friend was driving down
the hill and his bike went on a curvy part of the road, he fell and almost broke his arm, he had problems
with using it a few days after the incident. How many more people need to injure themselves to change
it?

| like how the council runs the city now, but bike lanes are just not in the best condition they could be.
Thank you for all the things you are doing to improve Kirkland!

Sincerely,

Senior at Inglemoor High School



From:

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 9:30 PM

To: City Council <citycouncil@kirklandwa.gov>; Planning Commissioners <PlanningCommissioners@kirklandwa.gov>
Subject: Support for transit-oriented development

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of Kirkland. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

| support the Focused Growth Alternative that would involve upzoning along seven frequent transit
corridors, and would prefer a target higher than 50 dwelling units per acre, as well as more apartments in
Kirkland.

The only way we can meet our climate and sustainability goals, as well as get as many people housed for
areasonable cost, is to build more housing along transit corridors. Climate change and housing
affordability are twin crises, and we can't afford to take half measures here.



Kirkland, WA 98034

Penny Sweet

Mayor

Kirkland City Council
123 Fifth Avenue
Kirkland, WA 98033-5189

Honorable Mayor Sweet

My name is and I'm a 17 year old senior at Inglemoor High School
and I'm almost 18. I've lived in Kirkland since I was born and I've lived in my great
grandmother’s home for 18 years. And I'm an animal lover. Anyway, what I love about
Kirkland is that there are many sites I've been to, including the beaches. They’re very beautiful.

They’re very important because [ grew up being a swimmer and I do love the water.
And three of my dogs love the water as well. When I played fetch with them in the water they
would go after the ball or the stick. And I found that some beaches are not open for dogs
anymore and also that there’s something not right about the water not being healthy for people
because of an algae situation.

I'm writing to you because these beaches are very important to me and because [ want to
help protect them. I understand you need to comply with the Washington State Growth
Management Act and 1 want to make the beaches a priority for your comprehensive plan. Hope

you are well.

Sincerely

Senior at Inglemoor High School



From:

Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 11:03 AM

To: Allison Zike <AZike@kirklandwa.gov>

Subject: Re: Study of MInimum Densities for More Efficient Use of Land

Allison - Just a follow up point to my email below, | have been talking to developers who specialize in
Kirkland and West of Market in particular. The feedback | am getting is that the large lot (12,000 sf in
my case) dictates McMansion-style redevelopment. If you pencil the cottage/middle housing
possiblities compared to a McMansion, the highest/best use case clearly benefits the latter.

| understand that the City of Kirkland is studying this issue. | encourage the City to investigate the
economics of how smaller minimum lot sizes could incentivize the types of development that the City

wants to encourage.

Thanks again,


mailto:nate@cherryvalleylaw.com
mailto:AZike@kirklandwa.gov

From:

Sent: Monday, November 27, 2023 2:13 PM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: Re: Study of MInimum Densities for More Efficient Use of Land
Allison,

One more thing for the record. | wanted to be sure that the Planning Department, Planning Commission and City
Council received my earlier comments on KMC 22.28.030, which provides flexibility for subdividing. As you may recall,
we discussed whether the 10-15% flexibility range in that provision was carefully considered or not.

In my view, the City is not doing enough to address the remaining large urban residential lots, which are really not
consistent with the spirit of Washington’s Growth Management Act. | note the City’s efforts regarding middle
housing/cottage code, but, as we discussed, that measure may not be enough to incentivize middle housing when the
economics still encourage McMansion-style development on these large lots. Allowing subdivision of these large lots
may be an answer, especially when much smaller (even 5,000 and 6,000 sf) lots exist in those neighborhoods.

The City could address this problem without changing the underlying zoning by simply increasing the flexibility
percentage in KMC 22.28.030 to 17 or 18%.

Thank you,



From:
Subject: Support of Midrise zoning in the Transit Walkshed
Date: July 18, 2023 at 5:17:26 PM PDT

To: psweet@kirklandwa.gov, jarnold@kirklandwa.gov,
nblack@kirklandwa.gov, kcurtis@kirklandwa.gov,
afalcone@kirklandwa.gov, tnixon@kirklandwa.gov,
jpascal@kirklandwa.gov

CAUTION/EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the City Of
Kirkland. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Kirkland City Council Members,
My name is

I'm a renter in Kirkland.

There is not enough housing. The Comprehensive Plan makes it illegal to build
housing. Please change the Comprehensive Plan to allow for more housing.

In particular Allowing Mixed commercial/residential Midrises in the Metro
Transit Walkshed is the most obvious way to reduce the car dependent nature
of the community. Dense housing within walking distance of transit and
Relevant Commercial zones reduces the total trips necessary this will improve
traffic and assist the regional homelessness crisis.

| am a software engineer who currently has 3 roommates. | don't understand how
anyone can pay current market rents alone or with a family.

Thank you for your time.
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Kirkland, Wa 98034
10/26/23

Jon Pascal
Councilmember

Kirkland City Council

123 Fifth Ave

Kirkland, WA 98033-6189

Councilmember Jon Pascal:

My name is and | am a senior at Inglemoor high school. | have lived in my Kirkland
rambler house in the neighborhood off of Woodinville-Juanita Way my entire life with my mom, dad,
brother and my many animals. | have loved living in our cul-de-sac where my neighbors and | could play
without the fear of cars speeding through.

When you leave my neighborhood It goes to the main road of Woodinville-Juanita Way which connects
to an overpass and a park and ride. From the park and ride to the 7-11 there are little to no sidewalks
where cross country kids run and people walk with their dogs. In middle school | had one bus stop that
was across the street of Woodinille-Juanita Way. | had to cross the crosswalk and walk along the side of
the road where cars flew by at 35mph only 2 feet away. This is