KIRKLAND PARK BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

Date: March 13, 2019
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Place: Council Chambers, City Hall

The mission of the Park Board shall be to provide policy advice and assistance
to the Department of Parks and Community Services and City Council in order to ensure the effective provision
of Parks and Community Services programs and facilities to the residents of the City of Kirkland.

AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL 5 minutes
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 5 minutes
4. ITEMS FROM THE AUDIENCE 5 minutes
5. BUSINESS ITEMS
a. Election of Vice-Chair 10 minutes
Action. Election
b. Off-Leash Dog Outreach Report 60 minutes
Action. Discussion/Recommendation
C. ADA Outreach Plan 20 minutes
Action. Discussion/Recommendation
d. Sinking Fund Project Updates 15 minutes
Action. Information Only
6. COMMUNICATIONS 30 minutes

a) Correspondence

b) Department Monthly Report

c) Staff Updates and Information
a. RFQ results for Park Vendors & Concessionaires
b. Updated PCS Org Chart

Alternate Formats: Persons with disabilities may request materials in alternative formats. Persons with hearing impairments
may access the Washington State Telecommunications Relay Service at 711.

Title VI: Kirkland’s policy is to fully comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act by prohibiting discrimination against any person
on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its programs and
activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with the City.

To request an alternate format, file a complaint or for questions about Kirkland’s Title VI Program, contact the Title VI
Coordinator at 425-587-3011 or titlevicoordinator@kirklandwa.gov.

The City of Kirkland strives to accommodate people with disabilities. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 425.587.3190, or
for TTY Services call 425.587.3111 (by noon the work day prior to the meeting) if we can be of assistance. If you should
experience difficulty hearing the proceedings, please bring this to the attention of the Chairperson by raising your hand.


mailto:titlevicoordinator@kirklandwa.gov

c. Park Board/PCS staff Meet and Greet/BBQ
d. Neighborhood Liaison Update

d) Park Board member reports

e) Comments from the Chair

7. GOOD OF THE ORDER
8. ADJOURNMENT Estimated meeting completion:

Next Park Board Meetings:

April 10, 2019

May 7, 2019 — Study Session with City Council 6pm
May 8, 2019

June 12, 2019

Upcoming Neighborhood Meetings:
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9:30 p.m.

Neighborhood Frequency March Meetings April Meetings
Central Houghton Second Tuesday of every month March 12 Aoril 9

Jason Chinchilla (No summer or December meetings) 7pm, Houghton Fire Station P

Everest Fourth Tuesday odd months March 26

unassigned

(No summer meetings)

7pm, Houghton Fire Station

No April Meeting

Evergreen Hill

Third Wednesday of every month

(No meetings in November,

March 20

April 17

Kobey Chew December, July, and August) 7pm, Friends of Youth 7pm, Friends of Youth
Finn Hill . . .
. meets as needed No March Meeting Scheduled No April Meeting Scheduled

unassigned
Highlands Third Wednesday odd months March 20 . .

. . No April Meeting
Richard Chung (November—May) 7pm, PW Maintenance Center
Juanita Second Monday of odd months March 11 No Aoril Meetin
Rosalie Wessels (No summer meetings) 7pm, Kirkland Justice Center P &
Lakeview

. meets as needed No March Meeting Scheduled No April Meeting Scheduled
Rosalie Wessels
Market Third Wednesday odd months March 20 . .
. . No April Meeting

Uzma Butte (No summer meetings) 7pm, Heritage Hall
Moss Ba

! y Second Monday odd months Marc.h 11 No April Meeting
Richard Chung (No summer meetings) 7pm, Heritage Hall
Norkirk First Wednesday even months April 3

No March Meeti

Kevin Quille (No summer meetings) o Viarch Vieeting 7pm, Heritage Hall
North Rose Hill Third Monday of every month March 18 April 15,

Uzma Butte

(No July or December meetings)

7pm, Rose Hill Fire Station

7pm, Rose Hill Fire Station

South Rose
Hill/Bridle Trails
Susan Baird-Joshi

Second Tuesday odd months
(No summer meetings)

March 12
7pm, LW Methodist Church

No April Meeting

Totem Lake
unassigned

No meetings at this time.

No March Meeting

No April Meeting




KIRKLAND PARK BOARD
Minutes of Regular Meeting
February 13, 2019

1. CALL TO ORDER

The February 13, 2019, Park Board Regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair
Rosalie Wessels.

2. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Chair Rosalie Wessels, Vice Chair Kelli Curtis, Kevin Quille, Richard Chung,
Kobey Chew, Jason Chinchilla, Uzma Butte and Susan Baird-Joshi (on conference call)

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Lynn Zwaagstra, John Lloyd, Jason Filan and Mary Gardocki
Recording Secretary: Heather Lantz-Brazil

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The January 9, 2019 meeting minutes were presented. Ms. Baird-Joshi suggested the following
changes:

e The word “motioned” should be changed to “"moved” throughout the document.

e Under item 6c., “they decided against the idea over dog owners not complying” should
be changed to “they decided against managing doggie bag dispensers over concerns of
dog owners not complying”.

e Under item 6c., “spectated” should be changed to “was a spectator at”.

Under item 7, “cancelations” should be changed to “cancellations”.

Ms. Curtis moved to approve the minutes with the suggested amendments. Seconded by Mr.
Chinchilla. The motion carried (8-0).

4. ITEMS FROM THE AUDIENCE

5. BUSINESS ITEMS

a. Special Presentation on ADA Outreach Initiative
Item rescheduled for next meeting.

b. CIP Update

Ms. Gardocki provided updates on the Juanita Beach Bathhouse Renovation, Totem Lake Park,
132nd Square Park, Waverly Park Phase 2, David Brink Shoreline Renovation, City/School
Partnership, Kirkland Urban: Peter Kirk Park Improvements, and Juanita Heights Trail Project.
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Staff responded to questions from the Board.
¢. Financial Policy Update

Ms. Zwaagstra provided an update on the status of the cost recovery project and the fiscal
policy adopted by City Council in December 2018.

Staff responded to questions from the Board.

6. COMMUNICATIONS
a. Correspondence

Three members responded to a constituent on how to become involved with Kirkland parks,
development, and growth.

b. Department Monthly Report

Mr. Filan gave a summary of the Park Maintenance and Operation response to the recent winter
weather event.

c. Staff Updates and Information

a) 2019-2020 Work Plan

A final version of the 2019-2020 Work Plan was provided to the Board.

d. Park Board member reports

Mr. Quille — Nothing to report.

Mr. Chew — Attended the Evergreen Hill Neighborhood meeting and passed on the
neighborhood’s reservations about lighting and turf at 132nd Park. The members present did

not want development to occur.

Ms. Butte — Attended the Moss Bay Neighborhood meeting and the review of vendors’ requests
for proposals with Staff.

Ms. Baird-Joshi — Attended the review of vendors’ requests for proposals with Staff.

Mr. Chung — Attended the Moss Bay Neighborhood meeting. The Rotary Club and Parks
Foundation are raising money to put in picnic pavilion at the site of the old Kirkland Railroad
Station. Brought up concerns that a doggie bag station at Crestwoods Park may be being
misused.

Mr. Chinchilla — Nothing to report.

Ms. Curtis — Shared that Mr. Chew recently won the Prudential Spirit of Community Award.
Attended a meeting with constituents from the Finn Hill Neighborhood at Saint Edwards State
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Park. They had conversations with the developer about doing an educational and environmental
center. Visited Juanita Beach Park to determine a location for artwork placement. Attended the
Everest Neighborhood meeting where concerns were expressed about overflow parking in
Everest Park from the Amazon Park and Ride lot.

Ms. Wessels — Visited Juanita Beach Park to determine a location for artwork placement.

e. Comments from the Chair

Off-Leash Dog Area discussions and study session with City Council in near future. Expressed
good luck to Park Board members current and past who are interviewing for open City Council
position.

7. GOOD OF THE ORDER

Mr. Quille suggested the Board meet new Staff at a future grill-out at a Kirkland Park pavilion.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Quille moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Butte. The motion carried (8-0). The
meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

Lynn Zwaagstra, Director Rosalie Wessels, Chair
Parks and Community Services Park Board
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To: Park Board
From: Mary Gardocki, Park Planning and Development Manager
Jairid Hoehn, Customer Service Supervisor, Scrum Team
Date: March 4, 2019
Subject: Off-Leash Dog Areas — Outreach Results
RECOMMENDATION:

That the Park Board receive a report on the outreach completed to date regarding off-leash dog
opportunities.

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:

In February 2015 the Park Board received a proposal for expanding off-leash dog opportunities
in Kirkland parks from a committee comprised of members of the Park Board, Kirkland Dog Off-
leash Group (KDOG—now inactive) and staff. This committee worked extensively on this
proposal over the course of a year to develop a robust program of designated off-leash dog
areas (DOLA's) throughout the park system. The impetus for the proposal stems from years of
community interest in creating opportunities for off-leash dog activity; a history of these
initiatives is included in Attachment A. The Park Board was generally supportive of this
proposal and recommended that it go forward to City Council.

Staff presented the proposal to the City Manager and the City Council’s Public Works, Parks,
And Human Services Committee in 2015. While the Committee and City Manager were
intrigued by the concept, they expressed concern about the level of effort and organizational
resources necessary to conduct public outreach and institute the pilot program at that time.
Staff received direction to prepare a public involvement plan that could be implemented in
2016. However, it was determined that some resources would be needed to proceed with an
outreach plan; a service package for 250 hours of a Program Assistant to support the project
was approved for the 2017-2018 budget cycle.

At the January 2018 City Council Park Board Joint Study Session, the Park Board shared their
interest in conducting public outreach for this DOLA concept. City Council responded with the
following suggestions:

¢ Confirm how Portland regulates the enforcement of these sites. We currently struggle
to enforce our current leash law; how will we enforce numerous sites? Does Portland
have Park Rangers? How do they enforce?
What is the cost of Jasper’s Dog Park throughout the year?
What options are available to perform a statistically-valid survey of the entire community
on this topic since funding has not been designated for a survey?

¢ What is the liability to the City and to the owners for these types of dog areas?



o If Kirkland is the only community in the area with off-leash unfenced areas, will those
communities outside of Kirkland be bringing their dogs into our parks for such use?

The Study Session concluded with an agreement that the next step toward creating more off-
leash dog opportunities is a public engagement process to more accurately determine needs,
interests and support. This community input is the foremost information to be assessed;
additional steps would involve compiling and providing more specific information pertaining to
enforcement, benchmarking, risk management, costs and logistics.

In response to new community and City Council guidance on creating robust community
engagement processes, the City Manager’s Office formed a new engagement team in 2018. The
team’s role is to assist in the creation and implementation of public participation processes. The
engagement team consists of cross-departmental members who have public participation
training and experience. Thus, Parks and Community Services staff consulted with the
engagement team as work began on the off-leash dog outreach process. The outreach initiative
was conducted in three phases: 1) Roadmap 2) Fieldwork and 3) Reports. A report has been
prepared that reflects a culmination of outreach and the findings. This is a draft report pending
final staff review and approval and is included as Attachment B.

NEXT STEPS

Four options for next steps are listed here for Park Board consideration. Staff are requesting a
formal recommendation to be conveyed to City Council on which option Park Board
recommends. Alternatively, Park Board may recommend a combination of options or another
option not listed.

A) The Park Board recommends that staff seek additional focused feedback from the
community on the preferred type of off leash dog area and its location.

B) The Park Board recommends that staff proceed with developing options for off leash
dog opportunities that include various configurations for fenced and non-fenced options
for further consideration by the Park Board and Council.

C) The Park Board recommends that staff identify potential locations and costs to develop
and administer a pilot designated off-leash area (DOLA) in a current park space(s).

D) The Park Board recommends not to pursue new off leash opportunities in current park
space but consider new off leash opportunities in future master plans and park
developments.

Attachment A: Off-lease Dog History
Attachment B: Draft Report on Off-Leash Dog Areas Outreach Initiative



DATE

DOLA (Designated Off-Leash Dog Area) History
ACTION

Additional Information

April 1, 1998

Public solicits the City requesting permission to make Waverly Park an official off-
leash dog area (OLA).

June 1, 1998

The Parks Department prepares a report and conducts research on best practices
for managing OLA's, and presents findings to the Park Board. A committee of staff
and community members was formed to do additional research.

August 1, 2002

Sections of Waverly Park are closed off for turf restoration. This results in a citizen
action group (K-DOG) sending letters to the City to request an official OLA.

May 1, 2003

Dogs and Parks Committee is formed at City Council direction.

Members include: Park Board, K-
Dog, LWSD, Audubon, Juanita Bay
Ranger Program, Kirkland Am. Little
League, citizens at-large

February 1, 2204

Committee presents findings to City Council

October 1, 2004

Park Board presents finding and recommendations to City Council/

November 1, 2004

City Council Adopts Resolution 4478 regarding off-leash dog areas.

R-4478

June 30, 2008

KDOG files a request to the State to become an official citizen action group and
received a 501(c)3 status in March 2009.

March 1, 2009

Park Board recommends that City Council direct the Park Board to conduct further
study and form another committee. Council meeting minutes reflect that Council
agreed that Park Board continue to explore and identify opportunities or
alternatives for off-leash areas and return with recommendation at a future
meeting.

March 1, 2010

At the joint meeting of Park Board and City Council the Park Board presents
recommendations for an official OLA. Park Board recommends the Schott property
located near Heronfield Wetlands, as an area for a fensed OLA. The Park Board
also asks for Council approval to explore unfenced OLA's and a revision to
Kirkland's existing park regulations to allow off-leash activity within certain areas
of a limited number of existing developed parks.

April 6, 2010

City Council authorizes the Park Board and Park's staff to work with KDOG to
investigate the feasibility of utilizing park property sounth of Heron Wetlands as a
designated, fenced off-leash area (OLA)

August 24, 2010

KDOG raises funding and the wetlands study is completed on the Heronfield
property. Staff recommend to the Park Board to procede with neigborhood
outreach and conduct a public hearing.

October 13, 2010

First Public hearing is conducted.

October 20, 2010

Parks Staff recommend to City Council to move forward with creating an off-leash
Dog Park.

January 1, 2012

Jasper's Off-Leash Dog Park Opens and the Parks Department enters into an
agreement (CON12/11) with KDOG as a community partnership to help maintain
the park.

Contract with KDGO

August 1, 2014

KDOG proposes to allow * unfensed designated off-leash dog activities in select
parks during specific times of day.

Unfenced Designated Off-Leash

Area Pilot Proposal

October 1, 2014

Park Board forms committee to investigate the KDOG proposal and come back
with suggestions.

Committee includes Park Board
Rep, KDOG Reps, and Staff

February 16 2015

Staff present proposal for moving forward with the KDOG proposal*, with specific
parks, and times suggested. Staff work with Council Committee - Public Works,
Parks, and Human Services

Park Board receives update from Staff, City Council Committee recommends

There is no record of any discussion

May 7, 2015 K . . i
v postponing public outreach until 2016. of off-leash dog parks in 2016.
KDOG disbands and offers remaining funds to the City to support Parks
X Maintenance of Jasper's Dog Park. Park staff recommend accepting the money,
April 4, 2017

and propose a trial period for operating Jasper's while working with past KDOG
members, and the Parks Foundation to explore fundraising.

March 8, 2017

Park Board recommends that Parks staff move forward with operating Jasper's for
the 2017-2018 trial period and purse funding and fundraising..

August 2, 2017

City Council passes Ordinance 4593 — Parks Code Amendment Allowing Dogs Off-
leash in designated off-leash parks, portions of parks, and for specific hours.
Proposal will be reviewed by the Park Board in 2018. Language reflects current
practice.

January 1, 2018

Discussion with City Council regarding public outreach for DOLA. Council submits
follow-up requests for a statistically-valid survey.

July 21, 2018

Edith Moulton Park Opens with a fenched off-leash dog trail area.

Attachment A
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MEMORANDUM
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager
From: James Lopez, Assistant City Manager

Jairid Hoehn, Customer Service Supervisor

Kari Page, Senior Neighborhood Services Outreach Coordinator
Philly Marsh, Special Projects Coordinator

David Wolbrecht, Neighborhood Services Outreach Coordinator
Christian Knight, Neighborhood Services Outreach Coordinator
Patrick Tefft, Volunteer Services Coordinator

Date: March 7, 2019

Subject: OFF-LEASH DOG AREAS OUTREACH FINDINGS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

At the request of the Parks & Community Services department, staff undertook a process of public
participation to better understand the community’s perspective on whether there was need for additional
off-leash dog areas throughout the Kirkland Parks system, and, if so, what type of area would be
preferred. Staff employed 11 outreach techniques to collect a total of 1,182 survey responses as well as
verbal and written comment. It should be noted that the survey was not randomized and is not
statistically valid.

61.9% of survey respondents indicated that they had a dog, while 34.4% indicated that they did not
have a dog (3.7% indicated that their dog possession was “complicated”). Overall, 74.9% of survey
respondents indicated support of additional off-leash dog opportunities in the larger parks in Kirkland,
such Heritage Park, Juanita Beach Park and Crestwoods Park. 71.2% of respondents also indicated
support for additional off-leash dog opportunities in Kirkland’s neighborhood parks. A majority of
respondents, whether they had a dog or not, indicated that if the City were to increase off-leash areas,
they would prefer dog parks that were fenced.

The socialization of dogs and humans was identified as the most positive potential impact to having more
off-leash dog areas by those having a dog, while those who reported not having a dog indicated the most
positive potential impacts to more off-leash dog areas were that having safe and controlled areas as well
as reducing the need for enforcement in other areas. Respondents who reported having a dog were
more likely to see no significant concerns on having more off-leash dog areas, while those who reported
not having a dog indicated that the most negative potential impact of more off-leash dog areas would be
that they can be dangerous.

Additional perspectives expressed by the public include concerns about dog waste, uncontrolled off-leash

dogs, lack of enforcement, and the need for education for dog owners. Community members also
expressed concerns related to prioritization of park space, environmental impacts, and cost to the City.

OFF-LEASH DOGS COMMUNITY FINDINGS REPORT



BACKGROUND:

Since 1998, community members in the City of Kirkland have identified off-leash dog areas as a highly
desired amenity for the Kirkland Parks system. In February 2015, the Park Board received a proposal to
expand off-leash dog areas from the Kirkland Dog Off-leash Group (KDOG). The Park Board expressed
their support for the proposal at that time. Staff received direction to prepare a public engagement plan
that could be implemented in 2016, however that plan was delayed until 2018 when Kirkland would take
over animal services from King County. The 2017-2018 Parks & Community Services work plan identified
an area of work for the Park Board to “Seek public feedback and provide guidance on Designated Off-
Leash Area proposal”.

At the January 2018 City Council Park Board Joint Study Session, Park Board members shared their desire
to conduct public outreach for the Designated Off-Leash Area (DOLA) concept. The study session
concluded with the Park Board stating that public outreach for Designated Off-Leash Areas would be
complete in 2018. As a part of the Parks & Community Services 2018 work plan, staff consulted with key
stakeholders including dog owners and those who don’t own dogs, neighborhood groups, and other
interest groups, to learn:

1. Whether the City of Kirkland should provide more off-leash dog opportunities; and, if so
2. Whether those additional areas be fenced or unfenced and in neighborhood parks or larger parks.



FINDINGS
THOUGHTS ON DESIGNATING OFF-LEASH DOG AREAS IN PARKS

Two priority questions on which staff sought insight were: “What are your thoughts on designating
off-leash dog areas in your neighborhood parks?” and "What are your thoughts on
designating off-leash dog areas in some of Kirkland’s larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita
Beach, or Crestwoods?”. For each question, the answers available to respondents were: A) Strongly
Support; B) Somewhat Support; C) Somewhat Oppose; D) Strongly Oppose; E) Not Sure.

To simplify analysis and the presentation of findings, staff grouped “Strongly Support” and “Somewhat
Support” together for an overall “Support” value, and staff similarly grouped “Oppose” values. A detailed
account of the varying amounts of support are included in Appendix A. It should be noted that not every
survey respondent answered every question, so raw counts of responses may add up to less than 1,182,
the total amount of surveys received.

Table 1: Thoughts on Designating Off-Leash Dog Areas in Park

Analysis: Respondents were far more likely to support than oppose designating off-leash dog areas in
neighborhood parks. For larger parks, respondents were again far more likely to support than oppose
designating off-leash dog areas.

What are your thoughts on designating | What are your thoughts on designating off-leash
off-leash dog areas in your dog areas in some of Kirkland’s larger parks,
neighborhood parks? such as Heritage, Juanita Beach, or Crestwoods?
Support 837 Support 880

71.2% 74.9%
Oppose 286 Oppose 239

24.3% 20.3%
Not sure 52 Not sure 56

4.4% 4.8%
Total 1,175 Total 1,175

100% 100%

Table 2: Do you have a dog?

Analysis: Those who have a dog represented
almost two thirds of survey respondents.
Yes 728

61.9%
No 405

34.4%
It's complicated 43

3.7%
Total 1,176

100%




Cross Tabulation Analysis

Survey respondents, whether online or in-person, had the option to self-identify on several behavioral
and demographic questions. During analysis, staff cross-tabulated survey results by some behavioral or
demographic indicators to identify themes and trends in the community. Those cross-tabulations are
summarized below.

Table 3: Do you have a dog? cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-
leash dog areas in your neighborhood parks?

Analysis: Those who reported having a dog were What are your thoughts on Total
significantly more likely to support than oppose designating off-leash dog areas in
designating off-leash dog areas in Kirkland’s your neighborhood parks?

neighborhood parks. Those who reported not
having a dog were slightly more likely to support
than oppose designating off-leash dog areas in
neighborhood parks.

Support Oppose Not sure

Do you have a dog? Yes 604 95 27 726
83.2% 13.1% 3.7% 62.1%
No 202 176 23 401
50.4% 43.9% 5.7% 34.3%
It's 28 13 2 43
complicated 65.1% 30.2% 4.7% 3.7%

Table 4: Do you have a dog? cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-
leash dog areas in some of Kirkland’s larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita Beach, or
Crestwoods?

Analysis: Those who reported having What are your thoughts on designating off-leash | Total
a dog were again significantly more dog areas in some of Kirkland's larger parks, such
likely to support than oppose as Heritage, Juanita Beach, or Crestwoods?
designating off-leash dog areas in S rt o Not
larger Kirkland parks. Those who "PRo ppose ot sure
reported not having a dog were
somewhat more likely to support than
oppose designating off-leash dog
areas in larger parks.
Do you have a dog? Yes 618 83 25 726
85.1% 11.4% 3.4% 62.1%
No 225 147 29 401
56.1% 36.7% 7.2% 34.3%
It's 33 8 2 43
complicated | 76.7% 18.6% 4.7% 3.7%




Table 5: Do you have a dog? cross-tabulated by If the City were to expand off-leash dog areas,

which type of area would you prefer?

Analysis: Respondents that responded as If the City were to expand off-leash dog areas, | Total
not having a dog were significantly more which type of area would you prefer?
likely to prefer a dog park with a fence if | Dog Park Designated | Both Neither
the City were to expand off-leash areas. with Fence | Time and
Respondents that have a dog were Space
somewhat more likely to prefer a dog park
with a fence if the City were to expand off-
leash areas, however the option of both a
dog park with a fence and designated time
and space was also of interest.
Do you have a dog? Yes 312 117 273 24 726
43.0% 16.1% 37.6% 3.3% 62.2%
No 283 35 55 26 399
70.9% 8.8% 13.8% 6.5% 34.2%
It's 28 6 6 3 43
complicated | 65.1% 14.0% 14.0% 7.0% 3.7%




Table 6: Area of Residence cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-leash

dog areas in your neighborhood park?

Analysis: A by-neighborhood analysis illustrates What are your thoughts on Total
that respondents across the City are consistently designating off-leash dog areas in
more likely to support than oppose off-leash dog your neighborhood park?
areas in neighborhood parks. Support Oppose Not sure
In which part  North Kirkland (Finn Hill, Juanita, | 274 101 15 390
of Kirkland do Kingsgate, Totem Lake) 70.3% 25.9% 3.9% 35.4%
you reside? - -
Central Kirkland (Market, Norkirk, | 257 94 13 364
Highlands, North Rose Hill) 70.6% 25.8% 3.6% 33.1%
South Kirkland (Moss Bay, Everest, | 222 73 13 308
S. Rose Hill, Lakeview, Central 72.1% 23.7% 4.2% 28.0%
Houghton, Bridle Trails)
I live outside of Kirkland 28 5 6 39
71.8% 12.8% 15.4% 3.5%

Table 7: Area of Residence cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-leash
dog areas in some of Kirkland’s larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita Beach, or

Crestwoods?
Analysis: A by-neighborhood analysis What are your thoughts on designating | Total
illustrates that respondents across the City are | off-leash dog areas in some of Kirkland’s
consistently more likely to support than larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita
oppose off-leash dog areas in larger parks. Beach, or Crestwoods?
Support Oppose Not sure
In which part  North Kirkland (Finn Hill, 280 95 16 391
of Kirkland do Juanita, Kingsgate, Totem 71.6% 24.3% 4.1% 35.5%
you reside? Lake)
Central Kirkland (Market, 274 78 12 364
Norkirk, Highlands, North 75.3% 21.4% 3.3% 33.0%
Rose Hill)
South Kirkland (Moss Bay, 239 54 15 308
Everest, S. Rose Hill, 77.6% 17.5% 4.9% 28.0%
Lakeview, Central Houghton,
Bridle Trails)
I live outside of Kirkland 27 3 9 39
69.2% 7.7% 23.1% 3.5%




Table 8: Housing Type cross-tabulated by Initial Thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in
neighborhood parks

Analysis: Although both homeowners and What are your thoughts on designating | Total
renters were significantly more likely to off-leash dog areas in your neighborhood
support than oppose designating off-leash dog park?
areas in neighborhood parks, of those S t 0 Not
surveyed, renters indicated slightly stronger Hppor ppose ot sure
support than homeowners.
What is your housing  Own 604 224 28 856
situation? 70.6% 26.2% 3.3% 84.2%
Rent 108 21 10 139
77.7% 15.1% 7.2% 13.7%
Unhoused 0 0 0 0
0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Prefer not to answer | 12 9 1 22
54.5% 40.9% 4.5% 2.2%

Table 9: Housing Type cross-tabulated by Initial Thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in
larger parks?

Analysis: Although both homeowners and What are your thoughts on designating | Total
renters were significantly more likely to off-leash dog areas in some of Kirkland’s
support than oppose designating off-leash dog | larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita
areas in larger parks, renters indicated slightly Beach, or Crestwoods?
stronger support than homeowners. Support Oppose Not sure
What is your housing ~ Own 634 187 35 856
situation? 74.1% 21.9% 4.1% 84.2%
Rent 109 23 7 139
78.4% 16.5% 5.0% 13.7%
Unhoused 0 0 0 0
0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Prefer not to answer | 15 6 1 22
68.2% 27.3% 4.5% 2.2%




Table 10: Age cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in

your neighborhood park?

Analysis: Overall, all age categories except for What are your thoughts on Total
80+ indicated support for designated off-leash designating off-leash dog areas in
areas in neighborhood parks, with the most your neighborhood park?
support coming from those under 20 and those S rt 0 Not
aged 20 to 35. The likelihood of support ppo ppose ot sure
decreased as the age of the survey respondent
increased.
What is your age? Under 20 9 1 0 10
90.0% 10.0% 0.0% 1.0%
20-35 119 21 10 150
79.3% 14.0% 6.7% 15.2%
35-50 276 76 15 367
75.2% 20.7% 4.1% 37.1%
50-65 237 100 9 346
68.5% 28.9% 2.6% 35.0%
65-80 67 44 2 113
59.3% 38.9% 1.8% 11.4%
80+ 2 2 0 4
50.0% 50.0% 0.0% 0.4%

Table 11: Age cross-tabulated by What are your thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in

larger parks?
Analysis: Overall, all age categories except for What are your thoughts on Total
80+ indicated support for designated off-leash designating off-leash dog areas in
areas in larger parks, with the most support larger parks?
coming from those under 20 and those aged 20 to | Support Oppose Not sure
35. The likelihood of support decreased as the
age of the survey respondent increased.
What is your age?  Under 20 9 1 0 10
90.0% 10.0% 0.0% 1.0%
20-35 123 18 9 150
82.0% 12.0% 6.0% 15.2%
35-50 287 69 11 367
78.2% 18.8% 3.0% 37.1%
50-65 250 80 16 346
72.3% 23.1% 4.6% 34.9%
65-80 74 35 4 113
65.5% 31.0% 3.5% 11.4%
80+ 2 2 0 4
50.0% 50.0% 0.0% 0.4%




POTENTIAL POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF MORE OFF-LEASH DOG AREAS

Staff asked the public to comment on what they saw as the most significant potential positive and
negative impacts on the community of expanding off-leash dog areas to determine how people’s values
and perspectives on off-leash dog areas may inform their initial support or opposition to the expansion of
off-leash areas.

Cross-Tabulated Analysis

During analysis, staff again cross-tabulated survey results to identify themes in the community. Those
cross-tabulations are summarized below. It should again be noted that not every survey respondent
answered every question, so raw counts of responses may add up to less than 1,182 (the total amount of
surveys received).

Staff asked: What would be the most significant potential positive impact on the community
of more off-leash dog areas? The answers available to respondents were: A) Socialization of dogs
and humans; B) Exercise for dogs and their handlers; C) Safe and controlled area; D) May reduce the
need for enforcement in other areas; E) I see no significant benefits.

Table 12: Do you have a dog? cross-tabulated by Potential Positive Impact

Analysis: Respondents who Potential Positive Impact

_repor_t_ed havujg_a d_og Socialization | Exercise Safe and | May reduce |Isee no

identified socialization of | ¢ 4ogs and | for dogs | controlled | the need for | significant

dogs anaf h umarns as the humans and their | area enforcement | benefits

most positive impact. handlers ireiher

Respondents who reported areas

not having a dog indicated

that safe and controlled

areas and that it may

reduce the need for

enforcement in other areas

as the most positive

impacts. Total

Do you have Yes 193 186 178 113 36 706

a dog? 27.3% 26.4% 25.2% 16.0% 5.1% 62.2%
No 46 53 107 106 79 391

11.8% 13.6% 27.4% 27.1% 20.2% 34.4%

It's 8 6 9 12 4 39
complicated | 20.5% 15.4% 23.1% 30.8% 10.3% 3.4%

Total 247 245 294 231 119 1136

21.7% 21.6% 25.9% 20.3% 10.5% 100.0%




Staff asked: What would be the most significant potential negative impact on the community
of more off-leash dog areas? The answers available to respondents were: A) Less Park space and/or
increased traffic; B) Can be dangerous; C) Cost of maintaining; D) Damage to the natural habitat; E) I
see no significant concerns.

Table 13: Do you have a dog? cross-tabulated by Potential Negative Impact

Analysis: Respondents who Potential Negative Impact
reported having a dog were

likelv t Less Park Can be Cost of Damage |Iseeno
more likely to see 1o space dangerous | maintaining | to the significant
significant concerns on and/or natural concerns
having more off-leash dog increased habitat

areas. Respondents who traffic
reported not having a dog
responded that the most
negative impact of more
off-leash dog areas would
be that they can be

dangerous. Total
Do you have Yes 66 126 194 61 362 719
a dog? 9.2% 17.5% 14.5% 8.5% 50.3% 62.2%
No 78 113 61 68 76 396
19.7% 28.5% 15.4% 17.2% 19.2% 34.3%
It's 9 10 7 5 10 41
complicated | 22.0% 24.4% 17.1% 12.2% 24.4% 3.5%
Total 153 249 172 134 448 1156
13.2% 21.5% 14.9% 11.6% 38.8% 100.0%
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QUALITATIVE THEMES

In addition to the quantitative data from the survey responses, staff also collected qualitative input from
an open-ended survey question by asking “Any other thoughts or feedback you'd like to provide?” Staff
also took notes on verbal feedback from focus groups, Neighborhood Association meetings, interest
group meeting and booth experience, and park interviews, as well as submitted via email.

Staff synthesized this feedback. Although the majority of survey respondents support having off-leash
dog areas, many respondents identified concerns which staff categorized into the themes reported below.
A comprehensive listing of comments categorized by survey respondents and their off-leash area
preference and dog ownership status is in Appendix B.

Concerns with Dog Behavior

Concerns regarding dog waste

For many respondents, dog waste was a major concern of off-leash dogs, especially around
schools. Some stated dog waste should be more of an enforcement priority than dogs off leash,
including imposing fines. Some suggested that the City should prioritize having poop bag stations
and poop bags as well as trash cans available. There were also comments regarding people not
picking up dog waste in people’s yards and leaving bags on sidewalks.

Concern with owners who can't control unleashed dogs

While some respondents stated that there are controlled, non-aggressive off-leash dogs, many
community members raised concerns with off-leash dogs not being under voice control of their
owners and that dogs can be unpredictable. Many respondents pointed out owner irresponsibility
with untrained dogs and concerns with off-leash dog owners being inattentive, acting entitled,
and getting angry when confronted about their dog being off leash. Respondents commented on
a need for proper off-leash etiquette including being respectful of others’ concerns and ensuring
valid voice control and leashing dogs when around others and that the dog community needs to
assist with policing this.

Concerns regarding leash anxiety with unleashed dogs who run up to leashed dogs

Many respondents illustrated that dogs that are unleashed, although friendly, are not under voice
control and run up to leashed dogs that may not be friendly, which can cause both aggression
and leash anxiety in the leashed dog. Respondents with smaller dogs are concerned about safety
when larger dogs run toward them.

Concerns with dogs-and-children interaction
Many respondents expressed concern regarding off-leash dogs interacting and threatening
children and that dog waste ruins areas designed for children.

Concerns with unleashed dogs interacting with people who are allergic to dogs
Some respondents expressed concern with being allergic to dogs and off-leash dogs running up
and interacting with them.

Comments on Enforcement and Education
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Enforcement

Many respondents commented that there is no enforcement of current laws and that the current
fine of $25 is too low to deter the behavior. Suggestions included raising the fine and increasing
the fines for repeat offenders and a way for the public to report offenders such as SeeClickFix or
an established photo dog recognition data base. A suggestion included visible signage with the
rules and expectations listed at the parks with contact information for calling in concerns and
violations. Another suggestion was to enlist police explorers or volunteers to patrol.



Other comments included that enforcement should be on a case-by-case basis, that dog owners
are uncomfortable being criminalized based on a City code that doesn’t meet a need, and that
there is no problem needing to be fixed.

Education and training for dog owners

Some respondents suggested that there needs to be better education for dog owners, including
information on leash laws, waste collection, sensitive areas, training opportunities, and proper
etiquette. A suggestion was that this information could be provided when a dog receives a
license and that there could be training in the community and incentives for responsible dog
owners. Others suggested that a training certificate or test should be required to promote more
well-behaved humans and dogs, and that the dog could get a special tag identifying it as
approved for off-leash work and that even a contract could be signed. Another comment was
that there should be some restriction on how far the dog can roam away from their handler.

Comments on Public Space and Funding
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Space prioritization

Some respondents commented that they do not want dogs to take space away from children’s
opportunities and that parks should be for people and prioritized as such. One commented that
there should be dog free zones in parks. However, others commented that dog owners are tax
payers and not everyone has children and that scarce resources and facilities need to be shared
to accommodate various uses.

Space underutilization

Some respondents commented that there are many parks that are underutilized and are rarely
used many hours of the day, and that those could be used for off-leash use for responsible
owners.

Kirkland zoning and increased density

Some respondents mentioned that due to increased density there are less yards and responsible
dog owners need accessible places to train and exercise their dogs. It was specifically mentioned
that there are no dog park options near areas with increasing density in south Kirkland and
downtown.

Environmental impacts

While some respondents expressed concerns with dog feces in sensitive areas and the lake, as
well as trampling of greenspace and disruption to wildlife, others mentioned that more dog
options in Kirkland would decrease the need to use a car to drive to dog parks and that dogs
leave less waste than humans.

Cost

Some respondents mentioned that taxpayers should not subsidize dog owner opportunities and
that the license fee should cover all enforcement and maintenance costs. However, other
respondents mentioned that dog owners are also tax payers who don't use other public goods
provided for others.

Dogs build community

Respondents mentioned that dog ownership promotes friendship between strangers and off-leash
areas build community and social engagement among neighbors. Off-leash areas can also foster
a volunteer base to assist with maintenance and engagement needs.

Comments on timed unfenced options
Many responders commented on having a timed off-leash opportunity at parks in the early




mornings or evenings when the park is not being utilized by others. Some suggested a pilot and
only start with the mornings, when it is more likely to not have other utilization and see if dog
owners are responsible and clean up after their dogs. One respondent referred to this as “canine
community hour”. Some commented that it would be important to communicate and have
signage so any other visitors to the park know what to expect.

Other Neighborhood Concerns
e Roaming and stray dogs with no owner present
e Neighborhood dog barking
e Free-roaming cats causing problems and killing birds
e More dog parks increasing traffic to neighborhoods

Challenges with Current Kirkland Dog Parks

General comments on the challenges of current Kirkland dog parks include that they are too small and
overcrowded with not enough space to chase a ball and no lake access. Additionally, the two dog parks
are concentrated in the north end and too far away, with traffic to get to for most residents of Kirkland.

Comments specific to the challenges of Jasper’s dog park included that it is too small, hill and muddy with
an awkward layout and no benches. Others mentioned that dog poop does not get picked up and has
become a dog health hazard. There were also comments that aggressive dogs frequent that park and
cause fights and that the park itself is hard to find, there is no parking and it feels dark and unsafe.

Comments specific to Edith Moulton included that there are too many entrances that don't have a double
fence which jeopardizes dog security, that it is shaded, and cold.

Beneficial Amenities
e More and better maintained poop bags and waste collection bins, including compostable dog
waste areas
e Water bowls
o Water Access
e Dog wash onsite
¢ Sites that meet the different needs of different dogs
o Special need, shy elderly dogs
o Small dogs
o High energy dogs that need to run and chase balls
The entrance to the dog area should be close to ample parking.

A full account of comments categorized by survey respondents and their preference and dog ownership
status is in Appendix B.: Comprehensive Listing of Submitted Comments.
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OUTREACH METHODOLOGY

STRATEGIC APPROACH TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

The City Council was briefed by the Assistant City Manager at the February 23, 2018, Council Policy
Retreat on a new strategic approach to civic engagement initiated to further the 2017-2018 City Work
Program item: “Enhance resident and business engagement in Kirkland through community-based
initiatives that foster a safe, inclusive and welcoming City and a love of Kirkland.”

One component of this approach was the formation of an informal, interdepartmental civic engagement
service team that consists of the staff listed at the beginning of this memo. At the direction of the
Assistant City Manager, this team crafted the strategy and techniques to collect community feedback on
designated off-leash dog areas and oversaw the implementation of the engagement plan in coordination
with the communications team and Parks & Community Services staff. The civic engagement team relied
primarily upon the methodology of the International Association of Public Participation (IAP2), a robust
framework used internationally for civic engagement in support of sustainable decisions. Staff utilized the
IAP2 process both in the formulation and execution of the feedback collection process.

TECHNIQUES USED TO COLLECT FEEDBACK

Staff collected feedback through a survey, written comments, and verbal comments at events. Staff
sought a wide range of perspectives from the community and utilized five methods of in-person outreach
and six methods of digital outreach to collect 1,182 total survey responses. The specific methods

include:

Table 14: In-Person Techniques

Event Type Quantity | Attendance*| Surveys
Neighborhood Association Meetings 10 145 87
Moss Bay, Juanita, S. Rose Hill / Bridle Trails, Central Houghton,

N. Rose Hill, Everest, Lakeview, Norkirk, Evergreen Hill, Market

Community Event Booth Experiences 3 497 119
Turkey Trot, Winterfest, Google Lights**

Park Visits 6 24 7
Edith Moulton Park, Heritage Park, Jaspers Park, Juanita Beach

Park, O.0. Denny Park, Marina Park

Community Meeting at City Hall 1 34 16
December 6

Focus Groups 3 18 n/a
Dog Owners, Heritage Park Users, Green Kirkland Stewards

SUBTOTAL 23 718 229

With few exceptions, all events except for Community Event Booth Experiences consisted of a produced
video or standard PowerPoint presentation, followed by a group discussion and paper survey responses.
Community Event Booth Experiences consisted of individual conversations and paper survey responses.

*Total number of people that were present at a meeting or with whom staff interacted.
**Individual conversations at Google Lights, which account for approximately 410 of this value, were
more limited than at other Community Booth Experiences and in many cases consisted of handing out an

info card with a short website link for the survey.
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Table 15: Digital Outreach Techniques

Digital Outreach Type Quantity Views***| Surveys
Partner Email Promotion HokAk HokAk 171
Neighborhood Leaders email, Park Board sharing

Facebook Posts 12 11,377

Twitter Tweets 9 11,774

Landing Webpage (www.kirklandwa.gov/offleashdogs) 787 782
City Newsletter Articles 9 9,550

Video posted on YouTube and Facebook 1 512 n/a
SUBTOTAL 32 34,000 953

*** “Views” defined as: Facebook Reach, Twitter Impressions, Email Unique Opens, Webpage Unique

Visits, YouTube Views, and Facebook Video Views.
***x* Data unavailable.

Appendix A: Summary of Survey Results
Appendix B: Comprehensive Listing of Submitted Comments
Appendix C: Demographic Profile of Survey Respondents
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q1 Do you have a dog?

Answered: 1,176
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q2 In the last six months, how often have you used a Kirkland dog park?

Answered: 1,165  Skipped: 17

| have not
visited a do...

Once or twice

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

| have not visited a dog park in the last six months 66.95% 780
Once or twice 33.05% 385
TOTAL

1,165



Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q3 If you haven't visited a Kirkland dog park in the last six months, why
not?

Answered: 1,046  Skipped: 136

I don’t have a
dog

Too far away

Too crowded
and/or...

Better options
elsewhere

Other reason(s)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

| don’t have a dog 34.61% 362
Too far away 11.95% 125
Too crowded and/or intimidating for my dog 16.35% 171
Better options elsewhere 17.21% 180
Other reason(s) 19.89% 208

TOTAL 1,046



Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q4 How many times in the past month have you seen a dog off-leash in
an area not designated for off-leash dogs?

Never

Once or twice

ANSWER CHOICES

Never
Once or twice
Sometimes

Frequently
TOTAL
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q5 What are your thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in your
neighborhood park?

Answered: 1,175  Skipped: 7

Strongly
support

Somewhat
support

Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose

Not sure

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Strongly support 52.34% 615
Somewhat support 18.89% 222
Somewhat oppose 7.49% 88
Strongly oppose 16.85% 198
Not sure 4.43% 52

TOTAL 1,175



Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q6 What are your thoughts on designating off-leash dog areas in some of
Kirkland'’s larger parks, such as Heritage, Juanita Beach, or Crestwoods?

Answered: 1,175  Skipped: 7

Strongly
support

Somewhat
support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Not sure I
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ANSWER CHOICES
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Somewhat support
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Not sure

TOTAL
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q7 If the City were to expand off-leash dog areas, which type of area

Dog park with
fence

Designated
time and spa...

Both of the
above

None of the
above

0% 10% 20%

ANSWER CHOICES

Dog park with fence
Designated time and space for off-leash in a park
Both of the above

None of the above
TOTAL

would you prefer?

Answered: 1,174  Skipped: 8
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q8 What would be the most significant potential negative impact on the
community of more off-leash dog areas?

Less park
space and/or...

Can be
dangerous

Cost of
maintaining

Damage to the
natural habitat

| see no
significant...

0%

ANSWER CHOICES

Less park space and/or increase traffic
Can be dangerous

Cost of maintaining

Damage to the natural habitat

| see no significant concerns

TOTAL

Answered: 1,161  Skipped: 21
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Off-Leash Dogs in Kirkland

Q9 What would be the most significant potential positive impact on the
community of more off-leash dog areas?

Exercise for
dogs and the...

Socialization
of dogs and...

Safe and
controlled area

May reduce the
need for...

| see no
significant...

0% 10% 20%

ANSWER CHOICES

Socialization of dogs and humans

Exercise for dogs and their handlers

Safe and controlled area

May reduce the need for enforcement in other areas

| see no significant benefits

TOTAL

Answered: 1,140
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Appendix B: Comprehensive Listing of Submitted Comments

“Any other thoughts or feedback you’d like to provide?” filtered by which type of area would
you prefer
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Survey

The following verbatim answers to the open-ended survey question “Any other thoughts or feedback
you’d like to provide?” were filtered by which type of area would you prefer.

Prefer fenced Areas — and | own a dog

Dogs should not be unleashed in unfenced parks where people have recreation in part due to
dog feces left behind by owners. Also, a leashed dog becomes wary and defensive when
unleashed dogs approach. | have seen unleashed dogs congregate around a leashed dog
causing trouble. This can result in pulling an owner off balance and the off-leash dogs attacking
the leashed dog. | have seen an unleashed dog jump up on a stranger who was an elderly
woman. Someone responded and rescued her before she fell.

| would like to see the city spend time on educating dog owners regarding the leash laws, and
laws around not picking up dog poop. 99% of dog owners do the right thing, but it is that 1%
that make like difficult for other dog owners.

The city is not responsible for providing parks for exercising people's dogs. | have a dog and walk
it in the neighborhood, leashed, to and from a small community park. 2) If you do decide to put
one in | suggest one in the South end of town as there are already two in the north end of town
(Jasper and Molten) 3) you will still need animal control/enforcement dog park or no dog park.
4) If the city thinks that parks as as much for dogs as they are for people, and they put in
bathrooms for people they should add dog poop bags as arequired item in the park and not
asking the neighborhood associations to have to buy separately. Its like providing a toilet and
asking people to bring toilet paper. on their own. Petty. It is a health hazard when people leave
their dogs "gifts" in the park.

Off-leash dogs are at the owner’s discretion and decision, whether their dog is trained and their
actions predictable enough to be off-leash. For the most part it is ok, some people try to impose
or do not control their dogs around yours, even when it is clear you are not accepting of that for
yours and your dog’s safety. | feel for this to work these areas should be designate by fences off
areas only.

As beneficial as leash laws are the downside is that more dogs are not naturally socialized to
positively interact with-other dogs. These unsocialized dogs with agressive behavior present a
problem in any unleashed dog park.

Dogs ownership has a positive effect on human health and happiness! Let's find ways to
welcome them and their owners into our parks.

As a former park board member, this topic gets revisited yearly. Very time consuming. Parks
must have dogs on leash or no dogs depending upon setting. Dog parks need to be self
supporting due to the limited use/application - horses, cats, iguanas are all pets too. Simply
cannot make parks for every separate use.

What to do about aggressive off-leash dogs that threaten us in our yard? We live next to Kiwanis
park and park users often break the leash rule and we end up with a barking aggressive dog in
our backyard.

For people like me who’s dog doesn’t get along with all dogs | feel like the off-leash dog area
should be fenced



The issue is owners who have not trained their dogs and public safety. Off-leash dogs cause
issues with dogs that ARE on leashes and create situations. Defined, fenced areas are a better
solution, even then all owners need to be responsible owners.

| feel the current status quo (people randomly let dogs run off-leash in every park in Kirkland,
with no consequences) is the worst possible option. So any move you make should help. My
dogs get very upset about dogs off-leash and it makes our walks much less pleasant to
encounter off-leash dogs out and about.

We live in Juanita and would absolutely love an off-leash, fenced area for our beagle to run, he
has so much energy. We use the park everyday, and often see dogs off-leash running, you never
know what to expect when an off-leash dog comes running towards you. It would be nice to
have a designated, fenced space where our dog can run and we can feel more confident about
the other dogs in that space.

| have a little dog who has been attacked more than once in Kirkland by different off-leash big
dogs in a Kirkland. | moved here for the beautiful parks...| NEVER go to them since the attacks. |
drive all the way to Edmonds to walk my on leash dog (Edmonds enforces their leash policy).
Kirkland acts like it's an optional suggestion. | will move back to Edmonds as.soon as | can afford
to sell my Finn Hill home.

What is nice about Marymoor is that dogs can swim. Also, having a dog wash onsite is a major
plus. | would like to see something like this in Kirkland

| do not find unfenced off-leash areas safe for either the dogs, nor for other users of
parks/neighborhoods. | would not support off-leash.areas that aren't securely fenced.

Big Finn Hill park has been an offleash park in practice for at least the last twenty years. This is
the observed primary use of the large open space to the south of the play area. Kirkland should
just make it official with some fencing an call it good.

We much prefer Marymoor to Jasper's, because Marymoor is large enough that you can move
your dog to another area whenthere is a negative dog v dog interaction. Too many times
aggressive dogs at Jasper's are ineffectively managed by their owners.

| think off-leash areas would significantly reduce owners breaking the rules. |think the
additional exercise for the dogs could reduce neighborhood barking. | would absolutely love off-
leash parks.. | think Big Finn has the perfect space. | never see anyone using that huge grass
area behind the play structure.

Will there be more enforcement of neighborhood dogs free roaming?

We need this soon!

Kirkland and its neighboring cities have plenty of places for off-leash dogs. | am an owner of 2
myself, but if your animal is off-leash when it shouldn't be, you should receive a ticket. People
with multiple tickets get banned from the park. Funds from tickets can help the parks funding
and if a person receives a ticket, it should inhibit their ability to liscense the pet as well if they
haven't paid the fines.

A big problem lies with people panicking about their animals. I've seen people freak out when
another dog smells their dog. We need to get the crappy attitude back out of kirkland



Off-leash dogs are a menace to those who are afraid of dogs.

| heard some elderly women who meet very early in the morning with their dogs to play at
Heritage Park grass field have been warned, or got tickets for having their dogs off-leash. That
makes me sad. | walk often around the perimeter of that park and often see people who let
their dogs off-leash. | keep my dog on a leash, but have never seen the off-leash dogs being a
problem. | would love to see that large grass area become an off-leash area during certain
hours. I'd rather see the enforcement effort go towards ticketing people who walk their dogs
and let them poop without picking it up. | have picked up poop from other dogs along Lk WA
Blvd. and on the grass at Marina park OFTEN. Please ticket those people!!!

We love the Edith Moulton park. There is a huge safety issue at the dog park behind Fred
Meyer... i cannot explain why but dogs are agressive and owners donot care... it has a very bad
reputation and a lot of owners stopped going there, like me.

| am opposed to some people’s ideas of allowing off-leash dogs in public places

I think question 5 is a bit vague. Are you asking about a fenced or an unfenced area?
Personally, | do not think dogs belong unleashed in public areas. Too many risks.

| am a professional dog handler and despite my skilland experience at working with them for
years, | can't safely walk my dog on leash in my neighborhood; nearby parks, or the city of
Kirkland in general because people refuse the law and don’t think they will face consequences
or harsh enough fines. Post the names of offenders in the paper, public shame is a great
deterrent. | recommend tripling the current first ticket at aminimum because $25 is below 2 hrs
of work at minimum wage. Increase enforcement heavily, there should be at least 5-8 people
enforcing this policy. Unleashed dogs will almostalways cause dog fights with leashed dogs and
sometimes there will be expensive medical bills as a result.

Ample off street parking must be provided for any off lease dog area

How about a small off<leash dog area at Crestwoods? It seems like there is room - you could
extend it into the woods a little:

People should be fined for not picking up their dog waste. To me, dog poop is the biggest
negative of allowing more dogs off-leash

We live on Spinney Homestead Park and are unable to walk our leashed dog due to the number
of unleashed dogs running out of control! Owners say they have verbal control but don’t!
People are on their cell phones or not paying attention as their dogs defecate or run up to a
leashed animal or children. When asked to place their dog on leash, many flatly refuse, even
when reminded of the law. This extends to the Highland neighborhood streets where owners
walk their dogs without leashes, resulting in dog confrontations with leashed animals, a scenario
ripe for a dog fight. We have never seen any enforcement of the laws despite walking our dog
twice daily. This is totally unreasonable given the legal codes and extends to most of Kirkland’s
parks, where we go at least twice a week to do on leash dog training. Increase the number of
fenced dog parks and increase enforcement, and penalties. $25 is not a deterrent, it’s a joke!
Allocating parts of our parks to be unfenced dog parks is not the solution when so many owners
cannot control their dogs! Can you imagine a ball loving lab staying in its “designated” area as
children play softball and soccer in the next field? Lastly, educate our public about dog and
owner behavior and laws through social media, pamphlets, neighborhood meetings, etc.
Having a dog is a responsibility and not an entitlement to harass your law abiding neighbors!



The majority of us who let our dogs go off-leash have well controlled, non-aggressive dogs, so |
do not consider more off-leash dog activity as potentially dangerous, as long as the off-leash
areas have fences so that dogs do not get into traffic.

Enforcement in Kirkland is horrible. Terrace park is badly abused, the corridor trial is a
nightmare at time, etc....

| have noticed an increase in dogs off lease on the Cross Kirkland Trail. Having a designated off-
leash area would be very helpful. Heritage Park would be a great central location! Thank you for
your support of this issue!

Of all the issues we face, it is odd, at best, that this one is getting such focus.

I'm more concerned to see increased enforcement of leash laws in neighborhoods.

Fully support the fenced areas for off-leash dogs.

| have a small dog and | am concerned about her safety when a much bigger dog, with no leash
on runs towards her in public park which has actually happened few times, | also think for some
people to follow up with the signs that indicates dogs should be on leash,they have to get tickets
as a fine.

It is not fair to leashed dogs and responsible dog owners in non-leash areas to allow off-leashed
dogs in the same area. | no longer walk my dog.in Big Finn Hill-Park because of that.

How should we report unleashed/dogs not under verbalcommand?

| live in the south part of Kirkland and heavy commuter traffic after work is a deterrent to use
the only dog parks in Kirkland which are both.located in the Juanita area.

People should not have dogs off-leash in unfenced areas. Unsafe, dogs can be unpredictable.
Edith Moulton park has way too many entrances and is too large a space for older citizens to
keep their dogs contained when there are not guards on the gates to keep dogs from leaving.
With Marymoor dog park so close to Kirkland not sure additional dog parks is the answer. Would
rather see more education and friendly enforcement of leash laws. Having more than one
animal control officer is my preference.

More effort should be put into this as there is a larger percentage of homeowners that have a
dog vs those who bike, yet millions of $$ are set aside for bikers. This despite the fact pet
owners are required to pay a licensing fee whereas bikers ride for free.

My dog is reactive (i.e. he barks and lunges) when on leash. It's very stressful to have an off-
leash dog run up to us. | think having more dog parks could, perhaps, reduce the dogs off-leash
illegally. Dog parks; though, are not a panacea for dog owners. There are many dogs who do not
have the appropriate temperament for that type of social interaction. Owners still want their
dogs to get exercise, so | think they will go ahead and take them off-leash on trails and other
areas. | would appreciate increased enforcement and/or larger fines.

| cannot walk my LEASHED dog any longer through Heritage Park, his favorite nearby walk from
our home due to the many off-leash large dogs. They are a nuisance.

| am dog owner and obey leash laws but am impacted at parks by irresponsible dog owners who
allow their dogs to roam free. Enforce off-leash laws at parks

People tend not to obey existing city laws for leashing your pet. These same people also tend
not to have well behaved pets. On more then one occasion my gentle LEASHED dog has been
aggressively approached by unleashed dogs whos owners just dont care or recognize their dog’s
dangerous behavior. Those same people also do not pick up after their pets. If people dont
respect existing laws & rules, adding more unleashed areas is like rewarding them for bad



behavior. | would rather see more law enforcement and steeper fines to curb this bad behavior.
My family including our dog, do not feel well protected against people and their sometimes
dangerous pets.

We could really use some additional off-leash areas. They have to include areas specific to small
dogs. The entrance to the dog area should be very close to parking. Unlike Jaspers.

My dog is too reactive for off-leash but | support any new dog parks. The dogs need it!

We have a Staffordshire and do not let him off-leash. Dog parks are not for all breeds, However,
we have had a series of black labs who used off-leash areas often, Luther Burbank (Mercer
Island) is a good set since dog area and general park are well-separated.

Do not consider Snyders Corner without large neighborhood input.

All dog parks must be fenced for safety of dogs and other park users: Kirkland needs more dog
parks. Taylor Fields would be great!

Taylor Field (N. of transfer station) would be a perfect place for a 24/7 fenced dog park.

Taylor Fields - perfect large area away from traffic.

| would like to see off-leash dog parks in Rose Hill & Meadows and/or South Rose Hill Park.

Due to congestion of people with many different activities (running, walking; biking), the park
needs to have strict rules about the pets on leash while near people.

The worse part right now is that people who let their dogs off-leash rarely can control them with
voice commands. | often have to stop my run (with my dog) to wait for someone to try to corral
their dog. Also, flex leashes should be outlawed.

check one at corner of 110th and 132nd Ave.

Why not survey residents for local routes so you can strategically locate dog parks? Plot on
132nd ave and 110th PI.

More areas to exercise dogs = better behaved dogs in our neighborhoods.

Do it!

Love off-leash parks! We need more!

I'm pro more areasfor off-leash dogs

| live near McAuliffe park-and there are always people with their dogs off-leash. | would love to
see a safe area for pet parents to run their dogs. Parking is plentiful as well.

No one can say there won't be any issues when dogs are playing off-leash. Owners need to do
best practice for.there dogs and human, especially children. that said, there is a strong sense of
community associate with dogs and their owners. And what fun to see the dogs free to run
around. It would be nice if there was some water play as well. Do you consider Denny Park?
enforcement is expensive, hasn't proven to work, and is focusing resources on a low priority.
Let's provide dog run areas within walkable distance. Maybe only provide a certain number of
parking spots for people with dogs at parks?

Would love for an off-leash fenced dog park around the south rose hill area. It feels like the
parks we have in our area are usually smaller and have less stuff even for kids play area and
nothing for dogs. i think we keep focusing on the other areas in Kirkland would be great if we
have something nicer like grasslawn type of park in south rose hill as well

People don't clean up.



Love that this is being considered!

It would be great to have even a smaller dog park area near south Rose Hill/Bridle Trails
Consider using SeeClickFix to collect reports of problems with dogs (or any other problems
related to the city, like with bike shares or road conditions, etc).

Kirkland is a great place to live and making more off-leash dog parks will only continue on that
trajectory. The 2 off-leash dog parks in Kirkland are not centrally located

People let their dogs run in non-designated areas because there are a distinct LACK of
designated areas available for dogs.

| oppose off-leash dog parks at Denny Park

Most of the off-leash dogs that have run to us have been friendly. However, my dogs are not.
I've trained them a lot to not be leash aggressive. Every time a dog runs up to them | have to
start the training again for a while. It's frustrating. If people could let their dogs run in fenced
parks these situations wouldn't happen so much.

Better signage needed at Edith Moulton Park about dog park location; rules. Love it there! Also
one of the gates near the old parking lot doesn’t stay closed anymore.

We recently got an off-leash area in our local park (Edith Moulton). I've met several people
coming over from Finn Hill, so maybe putting in.an off-leash area at Big Finn Hill Park or Juanita
Woodlands would be a good idea. Most of the people | meet are very happy with the off-leash
area, but the gates were never installed properly and need to be fixed.

| walk the CKC every day with my dog on a leash, as most people do. | don't approve of an off-
leash dog area on the CKC. Larger parksare a better option.

| strongly oppose unfenced off-leash areas due.to safety concerns. It is unavoidable that some
dogs will fail to obey their controllers, leave the area, and endanger other people and dogs
nearby. It also may result in legal liabilities to the city and its taxpayers. This is unacceptable.
Owners frequently say that their dog is friendly if the dog is not trained enough in recall and
runs up to you. As an owner whose on leash dog has been attacked by off-leash dogs in a
“leashed area” this.is my biggest concern. | know how a very reactive dog because of someone
else. Walking her is now stressful.enough without worrying about off-leash dogs running
around.

There has to be monitored parking - my car was broken into at Jaspers. | haven’t gone back.
Jasper's is great but the general opinion of those of us who frequent dog parks is that Edith
moulten is less than desirable. There is no double fence at entry and the existing fence would be
easy to knock open. It is also very shaded and therefore colder than Jasper's. | would drive
elsewhere before | would go again.

Owners responsible for dog.

Are off-leash dog laws even enforced here? | see them all the time.

I'd love to know more about current off-leash dog areas!

Well behaved dogs and owners should not be penalized for the actions of poorly behaved
owners. (it's never the dog's fault!). Concentrate enforcement on the bad actors and the well
behaved will be fine.



Rent some parking spaces from the property owners of the empty lot to provide more spaces
for Jasper's dog park, which | don't actually use myself. My service dog cost me $15,000 and I'm
not endangering him to make some pit bull owners happy.

Bridle trails parks closest to he Kirkland border, should open up a part of their park for canines.
Jasper’s Park is relatively unheard of behind Totem Lake Fred Meyer. Great park! It needs more
advertisement. Maybe a road sign or two.

| live near the Houghton Landfill. There is already available parking there for a dog park. But.. it
needs to be fenced to be a safe place for dogs to exercise.

dogs need to be focused on their handler not other dogs

This is too dangerous. Because numerous dog owners refuse to obey the current city ordinances
it has become unsafe to walk through & enjoy Juanita Beach park without mace and/or a stick.
Kiwanis Park is often used by dog owners for water excercise (for dogs). Non dog owners rarely
use it. It’s a good option for off-leash activity.

We love the idea of more fenced in off-leash dog parks in Kirkland! This would also help keep
our parks cleaner and more sanitary if people are more'prone to take their dogs to the dog park.
Dog walkers at schools is a big problem. Dog wasteon school playgrounds is obviously a bad
thing

it is important to have FENCED areas, both for large and.small dogs.

Aggressively ticket owners who have dogs off-leash in the wrong areas. Would also like to see
enforcement of the state ban of dogs in food serving businesses.

Kirkland dog owners often do not respect the rules. Our kids’ school playground is riddled with
poop. Actually poop is the biggest problem. | think that people can just go to existing dog parks
Have lived near Crestwoods for 20+ years and off-leash works daily and works well. Uneducated
or inconsiderate owners.need and get educated by frequent visitors. Maybe two aggressive dog
situations in all my time here. Different times of day have different dog walking communities.
The city has many parks that L. walk my dog through and having dedicated areas would save me
from driving to.marymoor and using the park there. | have heard of the park in Kirkland but it is
significantlyfarther then driving to Redmond especially with traffic in Kirkland in the mornings
and evenings being as bad as it is.

| have a medically necessary service dog, and frequented Everest Park daily in non raining
weather from 2016-2017. After having way too many close calls with rapidly increasing
frequency, | had to stop walking the park early this year. Now I’'m limited to taking breaks sitting
in my car (witnessing daily repeat offenders with misbehaving dogs) instead of walking. My dog
cost ten of thousands of dollars, hundreds of hours of training and testing, and took three years
to be placed with me. She is with me at all times (on a leash, we’re not above the law) to ensure
that | am alerted to certain medical events, and thus saving my life. All it takes is one incident for
all that to go down the drain. | would always get the “Don’t worry, my dog is friendly!” call as
offending owners coming trotting towards us, trying unsuccessfully to call their dog back. While
their dog might want to play, my dog cannot/doesn’t. She was raised as a puppy to ignore other
dogs and to focus on her handler. An unleashed dog rushing us, no matter how ‘nice’ they are
could 1) distract my dog, thus endangering my life, or 2) it could end up in a fight, because
ultimately animals are unpredictable. Even if my dog wasn’t injured in a fight, the psychological
effects can undo years of training by causing a fear response. | am only able to have
independence and leave the house alone because of my service dog. All it takes is one incident



of an off-leash dog to strip that independence away for years. | strongly support the
implementation of off-leash parks, along with stronger enforcement of offleash laws. |
understand people wanting to let their dogs run around, and there aren’t a lot of places where
that’s a responsible option. It would allow those who wish to socialize their dogs or let them
roam free to do so with freedom, and leave the offense of letting their dog off-leash in common
areas as completely inexcusable. There are many other arguments to made, such as child safety,
environmental impacts, etc.; but this is coming from my viewpoint as a disabled citizen. | would
love to feel safe walking the park again.

General off-leash parks are not safe for small dogs. Some cities have small dog only parks or
fenced areas within dog parks. I'd like to see this in Kirkland.

| would really like to see enforcement on school district properties. LWSD staff time should be
focused on students, not dealing with and cleaning up after off-leash dogs.

| think it is very important to have an increase in off-leash areas but they're also needs to be
options for dog owners who don't want off-leash areas such as owners with timid dogs who are
more secure walking on a leash.

I've been a dog owner for years and believe in doggie socialization. Recently, there are too many
irresponsible owners that let dogs out off-leash and are not.controlling their pet's behavior
making it uncomfortable and unsafe for responsible owners.

I’'m really tired of off-leash dogs running up to my leashed dog without my consent. It is rude,
annoying, and potentially dangerous. l'don’t understand why people can’t put a leash on their
dogs. A large, fenced dog park away from other parks would be nice, but | doubt it will deter
people from letting their dogs run around off-leash elsewhere.

Enforcement is a joke in this_city. If going to have off-leash, it needs to be fenced . People think
they have voice control of their dogs, but most don't.

| have to go to Mercerisland Luther Burbank off-leash for a good experience. Would love to
see a similar park for dogs.in Kirkland

If there were more fenced in off-leash dog parks less people would have their dogs off-leash in
inappropriate areas.

Tired of having my on leashed dog attacked by so called “owner controlled” off-leashed dogs. So
not fair. Now | have leash agression issues with my dog.

In the last 6 months a friend was bitten by a dog that was roaming the neighborhood. No one
every fessed up that it was their dog. Dogs need to be on leashes when they are out and about.
A dog park where they can be off-leash in an enclosed area would be good and then
enforcement of those not leashed wandering the neighborhood would be appreciated.

| appreciate that instead of just making a decision in a closed room somewhere, the city is
looking for opinions of its residents. | highly respect that. Thank you.

| have a reactive dog who is always on a leash. | have to avoid the park across the street from
our home because there are almost always dogs off-leash there. Although their dogs might be
friendly, my dog is unpredictable and very often their dogs run up to mine and are not under
voice control. This means that I'm wrestling with my dog while the owner of the dog that's run
up is clear across the park and has no control over their dog. | seriously wonder what would
happen in a situation like this if my dog were to react faster than | could.

| fully support FENCED off-leash dog areas even though | wouldn't not use them with ny current
dog.



If more ENCLOSED off-leash areas will truly lead to fewer dogs being off-leash in other areas, I'm
all for it. Off-leash dogs in open areas are unacceptable. (I am a dog lover, but not all leashed
dogs do well around other dogs, many people have phobias, and some off-leash dogs aren't as
well behaved as their people like to think.)

| would love more options for dogs to socialize, and it would be awesome for these areas to be
possibly divided (small/medium and big pups). Some enforcement would be great, too - not
necessarily just for the off-leashness, but the number of dog feces that | see in the public parks
is astonishing. That is something that | would love for people to adhere to: watch and control
your dog, pick up after it.

| find that people already let their dogs off-leash at-will, regardless of the rules. My (leashes)
dog and | hike the trails at OO Denny and it’s a rare day when we don’t encounter another dog
running up to us with its owner nowhere to be found. The dogs are generally very friendly, but
my dog isn’t friendly with smaller dogs. I’'m afraid that these kinds of situations will only
increase of Kirkland creates more of a grey area of off-leash/not off-leash. Also, we are an area
of many immigrants and a number of my new neighbors don’t care for or are frightened of dogs
- allowing off-leash in non designated off-leash parks means that they will not be able to use the
park.

Unfortunately, many dogs owners are very irresponsible when it comes to dog training and
behavior. The only option to keep other dogs and people safe are to have an endive all dog
areas to be on leash. Unless the city is willing to provide a fenced off-leash area that is
monitored and all dogs/owners using it have theirdogs good citizen trained. Medina Park is a
good example of failure having lived there. No enforcement and | and many people stopped
bribing dogs there because people came with‘aggressive off-leash dogs that attacked many over
and over. Cops do nothing

| wish off-leash areas would work, but there just too many irresponsible and ignorant people out
there ruining the experience for the rest.

| have a dog and would love to have an off-leash fenced area for my dog in my neighborhood
(lakeview). lt'needs to be fenced for the dog/human safety. With so many apartments in the
area many would benefit from this resource.

| have noticed more dogs off-leash in resident areas in North Rose Hill by Mark Twain
Elementary. It's to the point where | don't enjoy going for walks anymore. | use to walk
everyday until my dog was attacked by an unleashed dog. | thought that may of been a fluke,
but since then | have noticed more dogs unleashed wander around.

People letting their dogs run off-leash in the parks is both dangerous to people and to people
who follow the rules with their dogs on leash. My dogs are always leashed, and it's very difficult
for me to control my dogs on a leash, when other non-leashed dogs approach us. | get nervous
to even walk my dogs in my neighborhood b/c of fear of the non-leashed dogs. | like on Lake
WA Blvd.

The postage stamp dog parks are useless. Need to have space to run, and benches to sit for
older citizens to socialize with their dogs and other citizens.

10



Dogs should not be off-leash on the CKC.

Cannot share human park play areas with off-leash dogs due to feces left behind.

I don't mind paying a fee (e.g., $1 for parking) to cover additional dog park overhead costs

As the owner of two smallish mini-schnauzers and one mid-size mixed dog, big dogs running
loose in parks or anywhere without fencing is scary. Off-leash areas should be expanded and
fenced.

18 months ago | was bit by a dog who's handler was a young child. | have never seen this dog
before or after. As an owner of a large dog, the handlers should be old enough to handle the
dog incase it is too big for the person it is with. In my case, | hand to have 41 stitches and it cost
me, over 8,000 in doctor and hospital bills. | will not ever take ourdog to a dog park again
because many of the people with dogs don't attend to their dogs, don't pick up after them and
refuse to manage them. Much like people who don't watch-their children in the city parks
because they are too busy on their phones

Provide off-leash areas with smaller fence area for little dogs. Water bowl area, small trash bins
or compostable dog waste area.

I do not support allowing dogs to be off-leash unless in a safe environment for both dog &
people. Worst part of dog park, owners not picking up-after their dogs!

We have like one dog park and it’s overrun

| don't understand the last question #10. | believe the City has to act now. We have a lot of dogs
in our community and we need off-leash time and/or fenced areas.

Email or phone for calling in concerns or suggestions clearly posted at parks.

There are people who regularly take their dogs (large and small) to our local park (132nd Street
Park). Our two small dogs are always leashed and on a few occasions have been rushed by large
off-leash dogs who scare them. This is hot fair to those of us who prefer a regular park with
leash laws. Visible signs need to be erected and people who don't adhere need to be cited and
referred to the off-leash parks they can use.

Our dog does very wellin off-leash dog areas -- he does very poorly when he's on a leash and an
off-leash dog runs up to him. Having additional off-leash areas would be wonderful.

While walking with my 4-year old grandson, I've too often been concerned for his safety when
off-leash dogs did not respond to their owners’ commands.

We need a designated fenced in area, particularly close to down town. Jaspers is not a
convenient location and gets too muddy. | recently moved from okc, where there was a small
dog park (midtown mutts-look it up :) ) that was small but frequently used after work. My dog
got plenty of exercise and | made friends. Since I've moved, I've mostly been walking my dog
and it’s not enough exercise for her. She pulled me over three weeks ago and | actually fractured
my wrist. This was never an issue when | was able to take her to the dog park in okc daily. | am
very passionate about this issue.

| walk my dog, on leash, by Heritage Park at least a couple of times per week. The off-leash dogs
cause problems for me as I'm trying to train and socialize my on leash dog. More than once a
dog has run up to my dog, out of control of the owner. I've also used Jasper's dog park, which is
a short drive away. That seems like a great venue, and maybe people don't know about it. I'd
like to see either a smaller fenced in area at Heritage, or just more enforcement of leash laws.
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There are so many dog owners in Kirkland. Would be great to have a section in Peter Kirk Park
for a dog park. But the police would have to actually patrol there and keep the addicts and
homeless out of it. | don’t feel safe in that park anymore

My dog (when leashed) is highly uncomfortable with unleashed dogs running up to her, and
becomes very frightened. Enforcement would really be appreciated.

Kirkland does need more off-leash areas; trails would be nice rather than fenced in small parks.
Juanita Beach begins the Eastside Counseling Service is regular frequented by off-leashers. This
would be a good are for an off-leash fenced area as the are is otherwise not ver usable.

It should be "sold" as being for people, emphasizing the benefits for the people, just like other
park benefits. Opposition might see it as spending resources for dogs, but it isn't, really.

Enforce the damn leash laws or get rid of them!!

My dog has been attacked by off-leash dogs several times a year; especially on the KCC. | have
observed kids at playgrounds and fields being molested and frightened by off-leash dogs. Any
expansion of off-leash areas need to be placed away from<play areas and fields.

Clearly, as a dog owner who is hyper sensitive to other-humans potentially not being head-over-
heels in love with my dog, I'm totally on board with:-more dog parks or off-leash areas. However,
| approach any off-leash area as appropriate for-my dog if it's enclosed; this is because my dog is
inconsistent in recall. While there is no concern that my.dog would be friendly to humans both
young and old, there's no telling what a human might do if my dog came up to them. If they
were uncomfortable who knows what they'd. do to my dog.I'm of the mindset that all areas
should be off-leash accessible, but only if the owner can control their dog with voice commands.
| sometimes tested this while training my dog and would love an open field area far away from
cars to continue to test this (and I'would LOVE to be able to walk/run some of the neighborhood
trails without my dog tethered to me).

My husband has a guide dog as he is blind. The walk the cross corridor and along the lake. Dogs
off-leash are a major concern and issue.

Fenced in (off-leash) areas for dogs in local parks would be wonderful!

all DOGS need to be on LEASH outside of these parks and no one is ever available for us to
contact because city workerrs have to see the dog off-leash, wtf, the dog and owner are gone by
the time you get there. | will take up to and including deadly force to protect my dog per the
law.

Most of the off-leash dogs seem older and well behaved. | think that should be allowed as long
as the dog isn't causing problems.

| recognize that offleahs dogs can be scary for people and pose a threat to other dogs. I'd
advocate for more designated areas so that people can make a choice about whether to visit
those areas, and people who enjoy playing with their (well behaved) dog off-leash should be
able to do that (eg plaunfetch in the lake, play frisbee in a park, etc. | think that indoor/covered
dog park would also be a great option (and you could charge a fee), in addition to more outdoor
spaces.

Tough issue. No easy answers. Thanks for asking!
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Prefer fenced areas — and | do not own a dog

e Poopis a problem. Itis never entirely cleaned up

e | am often walking or running through St Edwards and other Kirkland parks and see people with
their dogs off-leash. It’s rude and potentially dangerous. As a former dog owner | hated it - my
dog passed away a year ago but when he lived he was terrified of other dogs and could be
aggressive when they ran up to him off-leash. I'd tell the other dog owners to control their dogs
and that they should be on a leash but they never cared. More enforcement of off-leash laws
and dog waste disposal laws are definitely necessary!

e We are considering getting a dog. | don't support people approaching my dog in an open forum
or my kids approaching other dogs. Too many moments of dogs getting aggressive. Kids/People
are priority when it comes play areas like parks and beaches. I'support a fenced area that
doesn't take away the best areas for kids to play or peopleto walk.

e to many dogs everywhere and seemed to like peoples_ children. upset when the dogs are
allowed instores.

o Keep unleashed dogs off the CKC! Their unleashed moves are dangerous to those of us who bike
the CKC. It is well known that dogs on the CKC should beleashed, but there seems to be no
enforcement

e | have been chased, barkeds at and nippedat by that famous "he doesan't bite dog" stepped in
poo all because of a few bad owners, but the good ones don't confront them so enforcement is
the only option (heritage park) when | ask why isn't your dog on a leash, i get threatened

e |live near a Kirkland park. | have had off-leash dogs in my front yard, in my backyard and even in
my house. | have been “jumped” by an off-leash dig in my backyard. | have dog poop left in my
front yard. And worse; my 97 year old neighbor has been jumped by a dog in her yard. If she fell
it could actually take her life. Dog owners really need to keep their dogs on leash and go to off-
leash areas if they feel their dogs need more exercise.

e |don'tlike dogs being unleashed at our parks so designated a fenced area that doesn't greatly
impact the rest of the park would be a good compromised.

e My grandchildren role on and play in the grass. There will be poop that dog owners don’t clean
up. Heritage park is my front yard. Do you want dogs in your front yard peeing????

e Thank you for asking the community for feedback. Dogs off-leashes pose health/safety risks for
many people. Please do enforce the rules. There is also so much dog waste in the area. This is
a health hazard and gives a bad name to responsible dog owners. Please consistently enforce
the leash law. Thank you!!

e We've had dogs since we were kids. We don't now because our kids are more than we can
handle. We were always conscientious owners and ALWAYS cleaned up after our dogs. These
days (and past several years) we've noticed a trend of dog poop everywhere - even on
sidewalks/streets. It's disgusting and my kids always manage to step in it or ride their bikes
through it. Hence, we never feel we can safely run through or play at Waverly, Heritage, Juanita
Beach parks (etc.). | very much hope that FENCED, designated areas and an aggressive FINE
structure (for not picking up waste and for having dogs off-leash in leash law areas) will solve
this problem. My kids have also faced aggressive dogs off-leash whose owners clearly did not
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have command of them. PLEASE take appropriate action so that our kids can safely enjoy our
beautiful parks! Thank you!

Dogs create anxiety on some people regardless of claimed friendliness. Even leashed dogs
intimidate those people. Separation is needed.

| see off-leash dogs daily in the Kirkland parks that should have enforcement. Ticketing would
greatly prevent this. | know if two attacks last year with off-leash dogs. One recently where a
friend and her husband were attacked walking their leashed dog. | spite of a vicious attack by an
unleadhed and non collared dog, a trip to an urgent care for the friends husband and a trip to
the vet the reaction was the dog would have had to kill the dog or bitten the individual more
than once. To be classified as s dangerous dog. The owner had a dog bite that couldn’t be
stitched because it was an open would. There were several tooth marks on his hand. He was
told not to ex excercise for 2 weeks. The dog had a bite to the muscle in his neck chest area and
was lucky to live. My friend was knocked to the ground. This | Why | feel people should be
responsible owners and leash their dogs. It’s fortunate myfriends were fit because if they
weren’t this large breed dog could have done more damage than it did. Their dog was a small
breed. The attacker ran down the street to attack them.

Dog owners benefit from dog parks and other designated public areas for dogs. Nobody else
benefits. It is not the responsibility of taxpayers to subsidize a discretionary choice like pet
ownership for dog owners. If the city and its taxpayers/residents vote to support a dog park
ALL expenses should be at the SOLE expense 100% of dog owners, via licensing or other such
collection directly from ONLY dog owners. Such costs should be, the property, the maintenance,
waste bags and dispensers and all other related supplies. Fines for not licensing ones dog
should be steep to encourage owners to adhere to the licensing laws.

Charge all dog licenses additional fee to cover the cost of increased enforcement and
maintenance of offleash areas and increased maintenance due to scofflaws.

Current enforcement is nice to.see. | wouldlike to see enforcement increased as well as more
fenced off-leash areas.

Education for dog owners. There are a high amount of dog owners letting their dogs off-leash in
school properties and other areas where it can pose danger to kids and adults.

I'm terrified of off-leash dogs, based on multiple negative experiences. And some of the owners
act arrogant and entitled about not following leash laws.

I am a huge dog lover and strongly support more off-leash areas for dog owners. | am also the
parent of small children and am so tired of dog owners letting their dogs off-leash in areas Not
designated for that (most especially at big Finn hill park).

Kirkland desperately needs enforcement of the leash laws. | stopped going to my neighborhood
park years ago because of the dogs running free every time | went. Dog owners think the parks
are only for their dogs....beaches and lake too

Currently there is ZERO enforcement by the city at parks (or schools). We've had many close
calls with off-leash dogs nipping and chasing our kids in public areas. When we speak the
owners about leashed being required they have been rude, sworn at us and one told us to put
our kid on a leash (our kid was on the playground equipment when the dog approached him). I'd
LOVE to see a City rep at events for owner education and ticketing leash law violators.
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| have yet to see any enforcement at all. | owned dogs for over 20 years and always respected
the laws and other peoples space. There are many people who are afraid of dogs as well as
many dogs not trained to stay with their owner. Since moving out west I'm extremely surprised
how many people just simply disobey the rules and show no respect for others. Let's start by
enforcing rules and laws.

Just start ticketing people.. it's illegal and the message needs to get out there especially on the
narrow cross kirkland trail. We dont need to be avoiding out of control dogs on there or
trampling poop at heritage hall park. Use ticket money to fund dog park

| am afraid of dogs. | have encountered off-leash dogs on woodland park trails and this makes
me angry because they shouldn't be off-leash and | have few options in avoiding them on a
narrow trail. | want to give dog owners options so that they can behave better, so | understand
the need for a off-leash park. The one off-leash area in our neighborhood (North Juanita)
doesn't appear to be big enough to be attractive to dog owners since | have only seen it being
used twice in the 6 months | have lived in this neighberhood. The Marymoor dog park seems
very, very popular. It is a shame how the use will continue to damage the stream-side habitat.
Do not put a park on Juanita creek or we will have the same problem. A big destination park
like Saint Edwards would be a good location for an off-leash area, but | understand that this is a
State resource -- any chance you could partner with them?

What can be done about people taking their off-leash dog into the lake? It's dangerous and
scares the children. | wish there was a totally separate park with lake access to keep the dogs
away from the parks with playgrounds where children play.

There is a problem | our parks of owners with dogs on long "extendable" leashes that do not
control the dogs. | am constantly having to navigate around wondering dogs, with inattentive
handlers.

| don't really want the city to.spend too much money to enforce BUT would be nice to have a
way to report.repeat.offenders/locations.

CKC and Everest Park need more enforcement of leash laws.

I've had'dogs many times in my life. Love them. However, it's no fun to have poop in parks,
streams, or the lake. It's really important to keep our big open lawns safe for kids to run though
and our streams.and thedake free from fecal coliform. Thank you.

| understand that dog'owners want their dogs to have an area where they can be off-leash.
Currently, the number of dogs off-leash illegally is so high, it's as if there were no requirement.
I'm in favor of more designated areas in the hopes that there will be more compliance overall.
When getting a pet license, do dog owners receive info about off-leash areas, rules & fines? $25
seems pretty low for a first offense, & $50 for a second one is low as well. Higher fines might
increase compliance. | am especially upset by seeing dogs running in & out of Lake Washington.
There would appear to be at least three significant issues associated with additional off-leash
areas. First, there is the question of the space. Parks are heavily used and provide for natural
areas. Would additional off-leash areas reduce the current availability (smaller general purpose
park areas)? | personally would object to that approach. If not, then how does Kirkland propose
to fund the acquisition of additional property for off-leash use? The second issue is the cost.
Already mentioned is the acquisition cost. What about maintenance? Who cleans up the waste
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from the dogs? What if owners do not clean up after their pet(s)? What is the on-going cost to
refresh the ground cover (chips, mulch or other) and how does the city propose to fund that?
Are there license fees that can be used for maintenance purposes? Thirdly, there is the issue of
enforcement. What does the city currently do to enforce the existing laws? How are those
costs covered and what would be the budgetary impact of additional off-leash areas? Does the
city have any history of actually ticketing owners for violations of the existing codes? I've never
seen a warning, much less a ticket.

| plan to have a dog in the future, and would love to have more places to play with my dog. Dogs
(and humans) are healthier and happier when they can run around outside.

| was a parks commissioner in another WA city. The issue of off-leash dogs in parks was
undoubtedly the most controversial and emotional topic. There is no decision that will make all
sides happy--there is no panacea. | don't own a dog because | rent and am not allowed to have
pets, but | love dogs. That said, | have been bitten by dogs while walking on the sidewalk and
while running on trails/in parks. Every dog owner thinks his'dog is perfectly trained which sadly
is not accurate. I'm in favor of more off-leash dog parks; but also in favor of increased
enforcement of off-leash rules. The city needs to make the most conservative decision based on
safety and health of the citizens (bites, allergies, and people who are just plain scared of dogs)--
and that means no dogs off-leash other than in designated areas. There will always be dog
owners who believe leash laws do not apply to them, but increased enforcement might reduce
the number of such owners. | live very near the CKC and use it frequently (multiple times per
week) and almost always see off-leash dogs. This'should not be acceptable. More off-lease dog
parks will help, but never completely reverse this behavior. | applaud the city for trying to
address it, but again, understand.there is no solution to satisfy all sides. City government should
not be afraid to make the tough decision on this one. Thanks.

Park safety concern (for children especially) regarding people who allow dogs to be off-leash
(and out of their direct control)when transferring from off-leash area to their cars or to other
offsite areas.

The city needs to recognize that the activity will continue to occur, but more options and
increasedenforcement will contain the potential for unsanitary and unsafe use of the parks by
off-leash dogs.

Please enforce no dog policy also for Denny park. There are lots of small kids at play in the
summer and owners have their dogs just enter the water. Also a hygiene issue, | don’t want to
swim right next to a dog. No dogs at beaches for humans, strictly enforced

If more space is needed, more space is needed. However, many people in the area seem to think
it is their right to have their dogs running everywhere, and to be able to bring them everywhere.
As someone who is highly allergic, this limits my ability to utilize the space. If there is need for
more space, then they should work with the city to fix the problem rather than just ignore the
city regulations and act like they do not apply to them.

| would characterize the current state of affairs as widespread civil disobedience. | frequently
see pet owners letting their dogs loose in areas that are explicitly signed as not for dogs, such as
Crestwoods Park and Kirkland Junior High. | know the police have better things to do than
monitor parks for illegal dog behavior, and so do the dog owners - hence the civil disobedience.
More dog parks might reduce, but WILL NOT eliminate the unintended use of Crestwoods'
carefully groomed baseball fields as doggy playgrounds, and | expect the same will be true for
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other Kirkland parks as well. I'm willing to have tax dollars go to additional dog facilities, but |
strongly believe that dog owners need to get the message that using other parks as off-leash
areas is illegal. | think dog owners near a great park are simply going to use that park as their
personal dog run if it's more convenient than going a little further to a dog-friendly space, since
there is pretty much zero chance of getting caught. Hence, | think more enforcement is required
even if we get more dog parks.

Please help keep our parks and trails friendly to people first and the natural environment
second. Currently, | find most dog owners are behaving in an entitled way. | support dog parks
because | want the dogs to go to the dog park. | am happy to share my trails and parks with a
leashed dog - whose owner picks up after it.

The problem is the small minority of dog owners who dont clean up.or control there dogs.
Owners think there dogs are safe because they havent bitten anybody (yet). Mixing dogs and
kids is not a good idea. | stop going to several kirkland parks (big finn hill) because dog owners
off-leash thier dogs

Dogs need have leashes on at all times therefore a fenced area in the larger parks, away from
the more publicly used areas would be most ideal. Having times and a general area with no
fences will lead to the rules either being abused or ignored.

| don't have a dog now but have in the past. | would like to see more opportunities for people to
exercise their dogs off-leash.

I live by the Mark Twain park where signs about having dogs on a leash are on display. Dog
owners ignore them and in 12 years I've never seen.anyone enforce the law. As a tax payer as
well as a law abiding citizen | feel cheated.

I don't want any City money spent.on dogs. Private fundraising best to obtain land/easement
for dog park or at most fee system for dog benefits.

I'm concerned about safety and trusting dog owners to be responsible. I've been bitten while on
a walk.

The parking and traffic will always be a problem. Pet owners need to understand the rules of
proper pet handling.

ticket the'stupid people that think their dog is special and can run free everywhere tripping us
old people.. |see dogs attacking other dogs on leash Ticket them , Please

| would like to ask that people with dog allergies and phobias be considered more than they
seem to be. The fact that dog owners would be responsible for safety in the unfenced off-leash
areas is way too unreliable, but | understand the desire for more areas for dogs so | am all for
trying to add more fenced in areas in appropriate places. Also, although there are leash laws
currently, | am unclear on what is being done to enforce them and if more can be done by
people to help enforce them. More education about that could be helpful.

there seems to be zero enforcement of leash laws in the Kirkland parks. I'm getting tired of
being harassed by dogs running loose in parks that my tax dollars paid for.

| spend a significant amount of time at O. O. Denny Park working as a Park Steward on habitat
restoration. | have seem many incidents of off-leash activity in the open areas and the trails of
0. O. Denny Park but have never seen any education or enforcement. It is my observation that
many of the dogs have little or no training, so they become a nuisance to park goers and the
habitat. Your assistance will be appreciated.
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My wife and | walk a lot around our neighborhood. We're near Kamiakin Middle School. That
school property is used 7 days a week as an off-leash unfenced dog park at all hours of the day
and night. Signs are posted; people just ignore them. Dogs poop wherever they want; bark at
and chase whom ever they want. Reminding the irresponsible dog owners gets you the middle
finger. Dog owners want convenience so I'm not convinced more fenced off-leash parks would
help unless they're within 2 blocks of the dog owner's home. Unfenced dog parks are, IMHO,
worthless--the dogs are under no control and most for owners don't care. More enforcement
would be a mandatory first step before you go through the complex and more expensive option
of the creation of more off-leash dog parks.

| see dog owners breaking the leash rules literally every single day | go for a walk on the cross
Kirkland corridor.

We live in a house that backs up to a public park (Mark Twain Park) that's supposed to be on-
leash, but | would guess that at least half or more of the usersthave their dogs off-leash. We
have had stray dogs enter our yard and had an incident when my son was a toddler. A dog
charged across the park toward the kids playground and tackled him, knocking him into the
picnic bench where he hit his head. The owner did nothing except shout across the park "Don't
worry! He's friendly!!!" Um, no he wasn't. He attacked my.son. Bottom line is, we see dogs
off-leash daily in this park. | don't understand why we should be catering to these scofflaws.
Put your dog on a freakin leash!

I'm tired of being pestered by dogs while I'm trying to run or enjoy a park. Dog owners seem to
think that everyone loves their dog as much as they do. Dogs need to be on a short leash.

| don't want dogs to take away space from children, particularly the natural area at South Rose
Hill Park. I've had lots of negativeinteractions between dogs and small children in places where
dogs should be on leash- South Rose Hill Park, Edith Moulton Park.

consider impacts on adjacent properties.

Co-use with fenced areas in most neighborhood parks that can be walked to easily.
Enforcement of existing laws should start now.

Dogs shouldremain on leash in any parks with kids or people having a picnic. Dedicated dog
parks better answer.

More signage on the CKC about off-leash dogs being illegal.

Enforcement!!!

| support increasing designated area. | prefer fenced areas because unleashed dogs outside
fenced areas can be threatening and scary! | agree with enforcing leash laws.

Make enforcement easier: a photo of violation should suffice. Increase dog licensing fees,
establish dog recognition data base, fine owners based on photos.

off-leash areas should be fenced

| have a special needs child with an intense fear of dogs. We frequently have to leave places due
to people having dogs off-leash when they’re not supposed to be or there being dogs when
there aren’t supposed to be. It feels dogs have become priority over children in many cases.

| think there is enough space for dogs (more than any other animals). We should continue
enforcing the current rules

Ckc needs better enforcement

| didn't have the option to write this above, but | see off-leash dogs in areas where they are not
supposed to be on a daily basis, and even though most owners are good at redirecting their
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dogs, some are not, which makes it difficult when you have small children that might be afraid
of dogs due to previous bad experiences. Although | certainly understand dogs need their
exercise, and | completely support having more designated areas for off-leash dogs, | also
believe the city should be enforcing the current regulations and fining owners with off-leash
dogs in areas that are not designated as such.

| have a special needs child who is terrified of dogs, no matter the size or breed. We purposely
go to parks that do not allow dogs and constantly see them there and off-leash. He has to leave
the park and is unable to play because of this. This is not limited to my child or special needs
children, more and more playgrounds are becoming less about kids playing and more about
dogs. | am not against dogs and | had one growing up, but they should be limited to specific
areas with fencing and | would like to see more and tougher enforcement of leash regulations.
If a park is designated, their owners need to make sure they clean up after their pets. Pets then
should not be allowed to run free somewhere else.

Education programs need to be more often in the community.

Some owners aren't a good judge of their dogs comfortior their verbal control, so unfenced
areas are not a good solution. Shared area- dog owners may not clean up poop after shared
hours are over.

People tend to think they can control their dog verbally more than is actually the case. How to
define? Impossible to enforce an un-fenced off-leash dog area.

My priority versus other basic servicesis low for off-leash dog areas. Maybe try one trial for cost
and use analysis.

Along with enforcement educate owners about the importance of training. Just last weekend we
were nearly attacked by an unleashed doberman that was ~50 yards away from it's owner on a
school playground. The owner caught it in time, but the dog didn't respond to the owner's
verbal command at all:

| can't believe we are considering off-leash times in parks when we can't enforce existing leash
restrictions.

Expand options will take some time to build and implement. In the meantime, these should be
enforced: off-leash dogs are dangerous in parks, disturb children and wildlife, and owners
frequently do not clean up after them.

Damage to natural habitat

maintenance, signage, H20. Kenmore

Many dog owners have no regard for leash laws. | wish the laws we're enforced more. It is a
significant safety concern, especially with young children around.

Thanks for the excellent video presentation; it shows how this is not a "cut and dried" simple
issue. | support the concept of dog parks, but it could detract from non-dog owner park use if it
clogs the parking areas or takes away too much space. So perhaps only the larger parks should
be evaluated for this.

Location of park not near other city limit borders to encourage mostly/all Kirkland residents.
Juanita beach best location! Put link fence in water for control and placard rules of use. Include
fresh water shower area on hard surface to rinse dogs?

Increase enforcement and increase options!

Main concern is safety of kids. Dog owners always think their dogs are friendly but that's not
true. And dog poop that's not cleaned up is a major concern as well.
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Thank you for asking for feedback. | think off-leash dogs are OK when in a contained area (so
any conflicts can be contained and non-dog owners are not impacted).

Include dog waste stations at fenced dog parks.

I'd rather see the city focus on solutions to the issues of people leaving pet feces in parks and
trails, bagged and unbagged. That is a much bigger public health issue and is personally much
more frustrating than seeing someone with their dog off-leash.

| regularly see off-leash dogs at Kirkland parks and on the cross Kirkland trail. The owners of
these dogs know that they are not allowed to take their dogs off-leash, but do anyway. There is
no enforcement of off-leash rules. | have been attacked twice by off-leash dogs, including
pitbulls twice while jogging in my neighborhood. | sustained a sprained ankle from a dog attack
from an off-leash dog. | have tried to report off-leash dogs but could:not find anyone to take a
report. The owners of the off-leash dogs believe that the rules do'not apply to them and they
believe their dog is well behaved and special even if it jumps and snaps at children while
disregarding its owners commands.

Yes. | don't think the negative options question captured another negative aspect, which is the
potential for increased fouling without owner pickup. I've seen many dogs on the CKC scamper
off to relieve themselves many times on the trailand the owners either ignore the action or
smile weakly.

As long as the off the leash dog park is fenced, | have no problem. But if it will not be fenced,
then | strongly object the idea of off-leash dog park

| see few people using the existing dog park area off Waverly. Are dog owners really going to use
these new parks? Without enforcement/ fines to owners, | don’t see how leash laws are even
helping now. | firmly believe enforcement will help dog owners comply.

People seem to have turned Heritage Park & often Marina Park into off-leash parks. | see off-
leash dogs there almost daily.

More fines need to be given if the leash law is not followed. There are off-leash dogs
everywhere, including areas where | have small children. The dog waste left on trails and in
parks is out.of control. Dog parks are loud and ruin the habitat, but if they are shown to reduce
the off-leash and waste issues, then we need to create space.

What is the capital costs for more off-leash dog areas? More importantly, what would be the
increased maintenance costs of having more off-leash dog areas? What revenue streams would
there be?

Yes. As a parent of a special needs child who has a dog phobia and goes to weekly therapy
sessions to help her cope with all the dogs in public, | would ask that people be more sensitive
to the fact that humans come before dogs. Being a dog owner is a privilege and with privileges
comes responsibilities. For dog ownership it requires the owner to plan for a place away from
the general public for their dogs needs. There are many designated areas where other people
who enjoy dogs frequent. Our public parks like Juanita Beach Park should remain dog free even
for those on leashes in my opinion. With the reason trend of everyone owning one and two
dogs, people have been required to share more public space than ever before with dogs.
Keeping them in designated areas is not too much to ask. Then they are assured that everyone
in that space wants to be near dogs instead of assuming everyone loves their dog as much as
they do when they're at the public parks.
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| used to like dogs and had them when | was young. | have had many encounters where I've felt
threatened or invaded by dogs whose owners have little or no control of them. I've had sleep
deprivation for five years because a neighbor let their dog out in the middle of the night and it
barked and woke me. The laws for that are a joke. It put all the work on me instead of the owner
and the fine was so low it would never discourage the owner from changing their behavior or
their dogs. | only support off-leash areas that are fenced. | want much higher fines beyond the
first to discourage owners from letting their dog invade or threaten me or others because they
have little control.

Open space and parks are for people and should be prioritized as such. Where off-leash is
allowed, the area should be separated with a fence or other physical boundary. When not
separated, Open fields quickly become over run with dogs playing fetch and interfere with kids
and/or adults’ activities. Off-leash dogs are a nuisance and can be'intimidating, especially to
small children. Not to mention the issues with confrontations.between dog and non dog owners.
The options you give for negative impact are way too narrow.

| would like to see a fine to the owner of a dog when they allow dogs to jump unexpectedly on a
person. In my case | am allergic to dogs and | am older and they can almost knock me down not
to mention ruin in my clothes.

The city should enforce the rules so dog owners are not taking their dogs off-leash in Kirkland’s
public areas. there should be fines to violators.

I have a couple of comments. 1st, when you have unleashed dogs and leashed dogs together,
this can cause dog issues. Second, without fences; unleashed dogs have totally come up to my
son playing in the park who is highly allergic and icked him (he is highly allergic to their saliva).
Without other fenced areas for dogs in the areas, people actually call the playground at my kids
school an off-leash park for their dogs. I've heard them say it. We have gardens, habitat space
that we are trying to restore that get trampled. The staff has to pick up poop laying around in
the playground all the time. Even though some people are good about picking up after their
dog, not all are and cause a problem.

off-leash means no one picks up poop off-leash means confrontations with dogs do not have a
responsible owner present

This is definitely something that needs to be addressed. | have been walking in parks that have
signs requiring dogs on leash many times, had dogs come at me in aggressive ways and owners
yelling at me when | ask them to leash their dogs. | have seen as many as six unleashed dogs
running in highlands pk when toddlers and young children are playing. This is dangerous at best
because dogs can be unpredictable and though most owners are conscientious, there are many
who are not. | have been trying to launch a paddleboard at waverly and had multiple dogs off-
leash running haphazardly, or owners not controlling their dog and letting it run across/on my
towel and gear. This effort is long overdue.

The dog off-leash parks need to be fenced always. Living in Scandinavia and here, | noticed that
in WA we have more dogs but much less of fenced dog parks.

It’s frustrating to have run-ins with off-leash dogs who owners can’t control when you have kids
or adults that are scared of dogs.

Enforcement is what is missing. One person has a dog that's OK off-leash, but there are those
who see one dog off-leash and assume they can do it, too, even though their dog is
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unpredictable. People seem to need more supervision than not. The dogs in general are great,
but often the owners are inconsiderate.

| am a runner and have frequently encountered off-leash dogs on my runs. Owners often insult
me when | comment that they are not in an off-leash area. | would very much appreciate better
monitoring of this situation and a clear procedure for people to follow when they encounter an
off-leash dog and its owner.

No

| would like to see more enforcement and | very much support designated, fenced off-leash
areas.

| have been a coach for the last three years and frequently have to ask people to leash their
dogs. Many people become belligerent. | am also an emergency room physician and have had
to sew up too many children’s faces from dog bites and too many hands of adults who are
breaking up dog fights. Dogs need a place to run but citizens also need to be safe. More
enforcement please.

I quite like dogs and just happen not to own one at theimoment. | think off-leash dogs in areas
not designated for them are a problem, the best solution for which would be to have more
fenced areas for this.

Pets make better people and providing safe convenient spaces for dog owners to exercise their
dogs would benefit the community as a whole.

| feel especially frustrated with off-leash dogs at the FHMS track when my son is trying to run.
There have been off-leash dogs every single time he.runs there (several times a week), and not a
one has been courteous enough to leash their dog when they've seen my son. The dogs run
towards him, getting in his way and making him feel afraid they might attack.

As a parent who has been bit by off-leash dogs on more than one occasion, and who has small
children who are afraid of dogs, | do not want any off-leash dogs in parks for families and
children.

| have a young son who is very afraid of dogs. Off-leash dogs make him scared when he’s in a
park.

I think penalties and enforcement of should be stronger. No matter how big the area or how it is
fenced, there are always people who don't follow directions. In an ideal world, someone would
monitor slap people with strong penalties for not doing what they're supposed to.

It's natural for a dog toexplore so being off-leash makes sense. However as a mom with small
children, unruly dogs are dangerous, so designated spaces are good for dog lessons. Maybe raise
awareness. "if your dog behaves like this(xyz) they need to stay in designated areas until they
are taught to behave like this (xyz)"

Leash laws are frequently ignored even with designated spaces.

| love dogs but it drives me crazy when they are off-leash in a non off-leash park. | have small
children and it isn't safe for them, for me, or for other dogs. The dogs also harass local wildlife
which is not okay.

As a mother with young children, | never want to see dogs off-leash in my neighborhood parks.
We need to remember that there are people in our community who have a fear of dogs (based
on their lived experience with them) who also have a right to enjoy our parks. If the designated
area is not fully enclosed | will not be able to bring my son to enjoy the park. | think it is most
important to consider the enjoyment of our human residents when prioritizing park access.
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| really don't want to encounter an off-leash dog out side of designated areas. | see potential for
harm to humans and other animals and dogs tsking food or equipment or jumping on people.
Really tired of seeing off-leash dogs everywhere. Granted, I'm not a dog person, but it goes to
the point of following the rules. | wouldn't mind having a fenced off area in parks for dogs. I'd
much rather have that than have a dog come up to me while I'm sitting enjoying the day.

Maybe this would also contain the poop.

Not listed in the potential negative impact area are 2 items of issue: 1. increased incidence of
owner not picking up after their dog; 2. dogs approaching people who are afraid of dogs. Both of
these situations would have less impact on the public if the city were to implement enclosed
(fenced in) spaces for off-leash.

Dogs off-leash are pretty scary to non dog owners. Should only be allowed in designated areas.
Fine people if they break the law. The law is the law. Until it is changed.

Not only does dog poop pose a significant threat to water quality, but it poses a threat to public
health when dogs are allowed to run free in areas where children play.and or families picnic. |
support fenced off-leash areas and greater enforcement of leash laws, but | oppose expansion
of off-leash areas to areas abutting our natural waterways, wildlife habitat, schools, play fields,
picnic areas or any green space with high use bykids and families, or cyclists. A dog’s need to
run has zero priority over the health and safety of kids and family and their enjoyment of open
spaces without having to deal with someone else ‘s dog or it’s feces.

Juanita Bay park has good space for an‘off-leash dog area.

| live near the Houghton Landfill and on a daily basis.observe people using it as an off-leash area.
The few | have talked to seem to feel it is their right to be there and have their dogs running free
("he's friendly" as the dog charges toward me is a common refrain). | would really like to see
enforcement of the existing law. If we can fence new areas, fine, but ignoring the scofflaws just
makes it worse. Thankyou for addressing this.

| don't like when dog owners let their dogs off-leash in public areas. If more enforcement will
reduce this problem, then'| am pro-enforcement. | don't particularly mind if additional off-leash
areas are created, but it would ideal if the funds came from animal licenses, etc.

| have been jumped on and entangled when walking on paths in our parks by off-leash dogs. It is
dangerous and disrespectful of owners to not follow the rules. | think dogs should always be on
a leash unless it is in a designated, fenced area.

Every dog owner thinks'their dog is wonderful and nice. In the park near my home | have been
attacked, charged, and knocked down by off-leash dogs. The owner's response is always "my
dog is a nice dog he won't hurt you", as | push the growling barking dog off of me and try to flee.
Dogs are great but owners must keep them on a leash and under control when in a public space.
As a runner | have often been threatened and more than once been bitten by off-leash dogs in
my neighborhood park. It has caused me to greatly reduce my use of this park.

| go to parks every day! There is a huge need to have dogs run free in a safe containment area,
for the dogs and people!Theres plenty of space to utilize, and it would help the people who use
it the most! Please bring off-leash areas to Juanita Beach Park!

I live in N Rose Hill, and often see dogs off leach in Mark Twain and Woodlands Parks. It's also
common to see dog waste and my kids(5&7) have been harassed twice this year by
unsupervised dogs. Please reign in this situation.
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Please focus enforcement based on relative risk. Off-leash dogs near playgrounds or in narrow
areas like the CKC are particularly problematic for off-leash dogs.

So tired of encountering off-leash dogs in Crestwoods, especially on the trails. People already
use the grassy areas as an off-leash run, so we should figure out a way to make it enclosed and
legal so that people will hopefully be dis-inclined to use the trails as an off-leash run. I'd also
love for enforcement on the trails!

Many dog owners do not have control of their pets if they are not leashed. This creates a danger
for both other dogs and people.

There has always been poor enforcement of having dogs on leashes in city parks. Dog poop is a
problem and also dogs going into wildlife/restoration areas is a problem. This is getting worse,
year after year, and dog owners get nasty (and sometimes physically aggressive) when they are
challenged. Look at how other cities deal with this. e.g. Wenatchee does a good job and warn
people that they will be fined for having dogs off-leash in a park where there is wildlife around
etc. Kirkland is one of the worst places for bad dog owners:

My young children are afraid of dogs. We have had several incidents where people’s off-leash
dogs have come running at my kids while Playing with their owners. My son.in particular is vert
anxious about dogs. This is traumatic for them and | have toconfront the owners to put their
dogs on leashes while my kids are in the park or walking through our neighborhood. Please think
about small children before the city stops enforcing off-leash dogs. Everyone likes to think their
dogs are wonderful and well behaved but not everyone'is comfortable around dogs or feel safe
when a dog is not leashes.

| frequent Crestwoods Park, and constantly see off-leash dogs. My dog passed away last year,
but was anxious around otherdogs especially when they would approach off-leash. One time |
had a large dog bolt toward me when | was 9 months pregnant, and it was jumping on me trying
to get to my dog (which I picked up for it’s safety). Now | have two young children and the off-
leash dogs are a big concern. | understand some are well behaved, but the few that aren’t
create an unsafe environment. Thank you

In every Kirkland park lvisit | see off-leash dogs. Enforcement is not happening. Dog owners are
not showing that they are responsible for following rules. If they want off-leash areas, they
should pay to purchase land and pay to maintain the off-leash areas. Natural parkland should be
off limits to dogs at all times.

Please help dog-owners‘understand their responsibility to follow current rules! Ignoring posted
signs (and common decency) is NOT OK. | see owners let their dogs run wild on middle school
athletic fields, where they aren't supposed to be at all. This is trespassing, and unhealthy for the
students, teachers and parents who legally use those fields. | also find poop on sidewalks and in
my yard; not cool. Part of me wonders if we should reward rule-breakers by paying for
expanded options. However, if it helps the many law-abiding dog-owners, and expanded access
plus active enforcement and fines reduce the rule-breakers, | support expanding fenced dog
areas in parks.

We live near a park that isn't an off-leash park but every owner assumes it is. We have seen
dogs fight, run into traffic more than a few times. We have neighbors that walk their dogs off-
leash in our neighborhood. Even the best trained/behaved dog can suddenly run, bite or go
after an animal, and the owner has no way to restrain them My child has been bitten by a dog
and is scared of them. Seeing one off-leash in our neighborhood is terrifying to him. There have
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been times when people have had their dogs off-leash at Juanita Bean Park and the dog has ran
over to us, though our picnic making my child scream and cry hysterically. This is a HUGE
problem in our parks. The owners have no way of controlling/restraining the dog and they
frankly don't seem to care about anyone else except what they want to do. I'd love to see
increased enforcement of the leash policy AND increased enforcement at animal free events in
the DT parks- especially in the summer).

| have been frightened often by off-leash dogs at Heritage, Waverly and Juanita parks. | find it
offensive that owners allow their pets to jump on and bark at strangers. | feel the city has done
a poor job of reprimanding offenders so many dog owners ignore the law and allow their dogs
to run wild. Selective dog parks are fine....maybe get dog license fees to support them.
Non-dog owners' views should be prioritized over those of dog owners. Pet ownership is a
privilege just like a driver's license and exercise of that privilege should be controlled without
infringing on the enjoyment of public areas by non-dog owners.

We absolutely need more off-leash dog areas; there should be one in each area of the city Off-
leash dogs should ONLY be allowed in off-leash areas, and there should be strict signage, fines,
and enforcement in other areas Off-leash areas should not be too near playgrounds due to
safety, allergies, kids' fear of dogs, and potential for disease.in.contaminated soil Off-leash
areas should not be too close to homes due to noise.and.smells Off-leash areas should be full
time only; no part time areas as these would be too hard to monitor, too hard for the public to
keep track of, and soil would be contaminated and grass destroyed Areas must be large enough
for dogs to run; many off-leash violations | see are people throwing balls for their dogs
Absolutely no off-leash dogs on the CKC!!

Dogs should not be allowed off-leash even in-the Lake or Shoreline unless its made to be part of
a dog park area.

Prefer fenced areas — and It’s complicated

If a dog owner has voice control of an off-leash dog outside of a designated dog park and that
dog is trained not to approach people or other dogs when off-leash then | say let it be
Designated dog parks and fenced areas are a great idea. Best in bigger parks like Crestwoods.
Many dog owners have great etiquette but some are very selfish (let dogs run off-leash and
harass people and other dogs). | see this in Juanita Bay Park frequently.

| am a bit concerned about having large dogs in off-leash and not separated areas of the park.
I'm at Finn Hill state park almost on a daily basis and every time I'm there | see dogs off-leash!
Edith Milton dog park is an excellent design, well planned and an asset to our community.
Thank you

off-leash dogs combined with dogs on a leash are a problem - i always walk our shared dog on a
leash and combination of off and on is not ok for dogs or owners, dog on the leash cannot run
away from aggressive or overly friendly dogs and it is not safe for dogs or owners

Passionate dog owners will out shout other local residents...don’t let that win the day. The
more silent residents do NOT see the need to have dogs off-leash. Leash laws were originally
put in place for a very good reason - public safety - and dogs and owners have not changed since
these laws were enacted. If you want to exercise your dog...walk you dog on a leash...quite
simple really. Part of being a responsibles dog owner. Or maybe don’t buy a dog.
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We have had many types of dogs, extended family has dogs, friends have dogs, friends are
breeders and even a vet. That being said, many dogs are not social, either the fault of previous
neglect/abuse, original owners unable or unsure of how to socialize their dogs, certain breeds
which tend to be aggressive, protective of owners, or known to be less than fond of other dogs.
We also have friends who fear dogs, friends who have been attacked by off-leash dogs, friends
whose pets on leash’s have been attacked by off-leash dogs. In conclusion, dog parks are great!
But, please do not allow off-leash dogs in our parks. If you do, be prepared for increased
liability!

| am a dog walker. Dog-safety first!

Fences provide safety for both dogs & humans.

Some of these parks are on school property and teachers/staff are having to spend time to clean
up poop and maintain the land instead of teaching our children. Shouldn't be that way.

| keep hearing stories of leashed dogs being attacked by unleashed dogs. Unleashed dogs are
dangerous since you never know how they are going to react to another dog.

Juanita Beach needs enforcement. It is a multi-use park'with tons of kids. Dogs off-leash and dog
crap are everywhere all the time. Not safe for kids much of the time. A fenced area for dogs
might be nice and more safe for everyone.

| think having fenced in areas for off-leash would be ok in‘'the bigger parks but having small
children around off-leash dogs could be dangerous.

Snyder's Corner would make an excellent off-leash collaboration between Kirkland, Redmond
and Bellevue cities. It could also support a tri city pea patch. The off-leash areas must be
securely fenced or you will have dogs running in‘traffic, not to mention a futile attempt to
contain dog poop. A secureswim space for dogs would be wonderful. It can still be accessed
through a fenced area soyou don't have run away dogs.

Prefer off-leash dog areas — and | own a dog

An hour in the morning and an hour in the evening when dogs can be off-leash in parks like
Heritage seems the perfect solution. Few people are going to mind off-leash dogs at 7-8am and
6-7pm.

Think that most dog owners are very conscientious to pick up after and manage their pooches.
Let’s not get carried away with enforcement!

Taking dogs to the park off-leash during the week before 8 am and 9 am on weekends is not a
burden or danger to anyone. No one is around and it’s just other dog owners looking to build
the community and enjoy the beautiful park of Kirkland. | am specifically talking about heritage
park at these times. It is 2 blocks from My house and i take my dogs to the park daily around
7:30 am. The other dog owners who are around that time are respectful to the park, we clean
up after ourselves and do not bother other patrons. | hope we can come to a solution soon that
makes everyone happy!

Off-leash dog areas during specific times of the day are good for dogs, humans and the
community. Any human found not cleaning up after their pet should be fined.

| walk and run multiple times a week in downtown Kirkland. The biggest hazard by far is the
small dogs on retractable leashes! They either dodge out in front of me or chase and nip from
behind. The larger dogs either on or off-leash are never a problem.
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thank you for addressing this important issue. Making Kirkland dog-friendly is important for
maintaining the wonderful atmosphere of our community

thank you for taking the time to gather this info

| think it would be a great option to have off-leash dog times offered early in the mornings (7-
8:30am) and evenings (8-9:30pm) when parks aren't busy and to reduce off-leash dogs all times
of the day.

| believe it would be good for well behaved dogs to be able to run off-leash at certain times in
larger parks such as the Heritage Park. However, there should be a control system for
aggressive dogs and owners not cleaning up after their dog (s). Thank you.

Good judgement should be used about where off-leash is enforced with safety being the main
priority. Open natural areas such as Watershed should have low enforcement priority, but the
Kirkland Corridor should have high priority.

Dogs are a very important part of our society... zoneing has a-big part in why people are taking
pets off-leash as lots shrink the parks will feel the impact as citizens look for ways to interact
with there pets

People need to chill out. This area is proving to be very unfriendly to others and requiring dog
owners to travel great distances to shitty parks for off-leashoptions. It’s ridiculous. | just moved
here and am appalled at people’s attitudes towards petsand their entitlement. Off-leash times
and offering everyone a solution is best.

| typically walk my dog off-leash and he is very much in my control. The owners who can't
control their dogs typically have them on a leash, those who can control their dogs typically walk
them off-leash. | think it is already self-patrolled. Well behaved dogs are often so because they
are not on a leash.

We need large flat areas to exercise dogs. Plenty of small places to socialize dogs, there’s no
where in the city to play fetch without other dogs. Also need swimming areas. I'd be for a permit
system based on training.

10,000 registered dogs...\Wow!

There is no need to ticket off-leash dogs when they are in a park no one else is using.
Off-leash’'unfenced areas are dangerous for the dogs. Owners rarely have full voice control over
their excited dog. Also, a reactive dog, on-lead, outside of that dog designated area can easily
be attacked or become uncontrollable despite the owners actions if quickly approached by dogs
crossing out of the designated area, even if to say hello. If parks are to have unfenced off lead
areas within them, the off-lead areas should be only at specific times, (6-9 AM and 4.30-7PM)
so other dog owners and non dog people can enjoy the park safely. These should be well-
enforced to keep everyone abiding by the rules. Fenced areas in the largest parks are a great
resource, and keep everyone safe. (PS | own 2 Golden Retreivers, both of which have been
attacked while walking on lead in our neighborhood park by dogs that were supposedly under
voice command, and “friendly”.)

Medina Park works well with seasonal off-leash areas. We make a special trip there many times
for a treat..

Offleash parks are great, but get extremely muddy in the winter and dusty in the summer. Off-
leash hours and sensible enforcement (owner’s ability to recall the dog) should be encouraged.
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| pay a large amount of money in property taxes. My dog is under voice control.l see no issue of
having my dog in the park off-leash between daylight and 10 AM when no one is in the park
except people with dogs. Also at night a designated time would be great.

We have energetic dogs that need a lot of exercise. Unfortunately, the off-leash parks are far
from our house - far enough that we never visit. It would be great to have off-leash areas
designated in larger neighborhood parks - seems like a good compromise to allow dogs and
owners to get more exercise but also keeps most of the park available to those who prefer to
avoid contact with off-leash dogs. As a dog owner, | fully understand others' frustrations with
off-leash dogs - | just wish we had more safe areas to allow our dogs to run. Thanks for
considering our input!

The fenced parks do not provide exercise for Me. | like to walk some-distance for exercise and
my dog needs the run as well.

There r many parks in which there could easily be a time arrangement for dogs off-leash. No
need for 24/7 in all parks. Residents need to be able to get'to a decent dig off-leash area without
going through downtown Kirkland. Must be natural ground not concrete or ashohalt as a dog
cannot fetch safely on such materials.

Throwing balls for dogs to retrieve, whether on land or in the water, is a hallowed and healthy
American tradition. Dogs are joyous.

Law has no value, unless it is enforced consistently. Do not create something that you may not
to be able maintain for lack of resources, which could lead to citizens being placed in a
confrontational environment, or in harm’s way.

Most days | drive by a park and they are underutilized by residents. We pollute the environment
more by driving to dog parks-than being able to let our dogs off-leash locally. More socialization
means friendlier dogs. Provide poap collection bags and have garbage cans readily available, to
keep the parks cleaner. Teens litter more than dogs.

Dogs need to run daily to stay healthy, betteron grass than dirt or bark.

There are many parks close to our home (in Kirkland Highlands) that | visit with my dog where
we find nobody there during various hours of the day. It would be great if we could have the
opportunity to allow our dogs to run during designated times so that they can be exercised.
While | am glad Kirkland has a dog park, this park doesn't get much sunshine and not much area
to walk (paths), so my husband and | instead frequent Marymoore. We would welcome the
opportunity to have more dog welcoming open spaces in Kirkland. Thank you for considering
these options.

Creating leash areas in our parks will bring neighbors together and encourage people to get
outdoors and get exercise. Great idea! Support it 100%!

I am very happy to know that Kirkland is looking to provide off-leash area expansion. | am good
with time limits. Early morning to allow for working residents to exercise their dog and early
evening following work. Watershed Park is my local preferred option.

Look at Medina park- copy that. Set aside early morning hours for dogs at parks.

Register or charge user fee for dogs in off-leash areas.

As in parts of our society, freedom is a positive. Violators against the community laws should be
punished.

Strongly suggest training as requiring a CGC (Cani