Juanita Creek

since 2021 Water quality: Some or Low Concern

. Overall, low levels of oxygen combined
0 Basin Facts Ue

with high levels of nutrients like
nitrogen and phosphurs were common
contributors to low scores. The North
Fork Tributary had the highest water
quality scores in the Juanita Basin.

:_ . _: Basin Area
L _ 14,389 acres

Tree Cover ﬁ Impervious Area
35% 43%

Juanita Creek is listed on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) list of impaired water
bodies for dissolved oxygen, temperature, and bacteria. Learn more about water quality in 2022 on
the next page.
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Learn more at www.kirklandwa.gov/CreekHealth



2022 Water Quality

*Based on Juanita Creek sampling site near
Juanita Beach Park

Oxygen 77 I] Moderate Concern

Temperature
Total Phosphorus

Turbidity Some or Low
Concern
Total Nitrogen

Total Suspended
Solids

pH

Water Quality Index Score

41-80
Moderate Concern

Stream Bugs

£ Score Long Term Trend
Poor Slight
Improvement

Monitoring stream bugs tells us about the biological health of a
stream. Different bugs are more or less tolerant of water
pollution, and their presence or absence can tell us a lot about
the quality of the water.
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Juanita Creek is the largest basin in
Kirkland. Juanita Creek drains to Lake
Washington. 1 in 3 Kirkland residents lives in
the Juanita Creek watershed.

Habitat conditions: Juanita Creek is one of
the most confined creeks due to residential
development along its banks. Vegetation
along the creek is primarily landscaping,
grass, shrubs, and invasive species. Juanita
Creek has a variety of fish and wildlife. Small
numbers of cutthroat trout, coho, sockeye,
chinook and kokanee salmon have been
observed. Beavers are at work throughout
the creek and its tributaries. Ducks and
other waterfowl are present in the creek.

Challenges: Development has led to a
significant increase in hard surfaces
(pavement and buildings) in the Juanita
Creek basin. This impacts the creek’s water
quality, aquatic habitat, and potential for
flooding. Urbanization of this basin and loss
of native vegetation have caused erosion
and instability of the stream bank.

How to Help in Juanita Creek
Nitrogen

g Minimize fertilizer use in your lawn
and garden to reduce nitrogen runoff.

Phosphorus

Scoop and throw away pet waste to
reduce phosphorus runoff.

Temperature

gPlant a tree - trees help lower water
temperatures.

pH

gOnly rain down the drain. Do not
rinse dirty wash water, dry wall waste,
cement, or paint down storm drains

or to streets.




