
ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number A_ 
Maps and figures required to answer questions correctly for 
Western Washington 
Depressional Wetlands 

; '"' ·-" .,.· . Tili,JJti'.UesliWit ft:}~ iiftiftlij,'f:!~ . :, .. :::;s ,•ili\?rD · .. , 
Cowardin plant classes D 1.3, H 1.1, H 1,4 
Hydroperiods D 1.4, H 1.2 

Location of outlet (can be added to map of hydroaeriods) D 1.1, 04.1 

Boundary of area within 150 ft of the wetland {can be added to another ffgureJ 02.2,0S.2 

Map of the contributing basin 04.3,05.3 
. 

l km Polygon: Area that extends 1 km from entire wetland edge - including H 2.1, H 2.2, H 2,3 

i:,olYHons for accessible habitat and undisturbed habitat 
Scr:een ~pture fJf map of 3()3(d) listed waters in basin (from Ecology website) D3.1, D3.2 

Scr:een capture of list of TMDls for WRIA In which unit Is found (from web) D3.3 

Riverine Wetlands 

'Miff·· 5L,,., ,._ .. ,~ ,.,,.,,,..,.~ ·,.; '''·"' ··" ji:611Btld,M:'}l'~~!~! i(~~'f,e:#jl 
Cowardin i:,lant classes H 1.1, H 1.4 I 
Hydroperiods Hl.2 2-
Ponded depressions R 1.;l 3 
Boundary of area within 150 ft of the wetland {con be added to another figure) R2.4 '-I 
Plant cover of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants Rl.2, R4.2 0 
Width of unit vs. width of stream {can be added to anotht!rfttlure) R4.l tJ 
Map of the contributing basin R 2.2, R 2.3, R 5.2 :s 
1 km Polygon: Area that extends 1 km from entire wetland edge - including H 2.1, H 2.2, H 2.3 G> polygons for accessible habitat and undisturbed habitat 
Screen capture of map of 303(d) listed waters in basin {from Ecology webs.rte) R3.1 + 
screen capture of list ofTMDls for WRIA Jn which unit is found (from web) R3.2, R3.3 R 

Lake Fringe Wetlands -~~- :,0, ,,. ;;;,,,l~1i@J i .·: ~,'£7-:.;l-~~i{i;).~~F :;~;~~ 
Cowardln olant dasses 
Plant cover Qf trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants 
Boundary of area within 150 ft of the wetland (can be added to another figure) 

1 km Polygon: Area that extends 1 km from entire wetland edge - including 
polygons for accessible habitat and undisturbed habitat 
Screen capture of mai:, of 303(d) listed waters In basin (from EcolOl!V website) 
Screen capture of list of TMDls for WRIA In which unit is found (from web) 

Slope Wetlands 

{Jiff-- ., ... '.':·/::J•·,:;:'/f+'i ... ,.., 
,''\.". c·,-ij~·.:,?i:.\1:,c_,x),,w, 

Cowardin plant classes 
Hydroperiods 
Plant cover of dense trees, shrubs, and herbaceous olants 
Plant cover of dense, rllfd trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants 
(can be added to figure above} 
Boundary of 150 ft buffer (tan be added to another figure) 
1 km .Polygon: Area that extends 1 km from entire. wetland edge - including 
polvaons for accessible habitat and undisturbed habitat 
Screen capture of map of 303{d) listed waters In basin [from Ecology website) 
Screen capture of list of TMDls for WRIA in which unit Is found (from web!, 

Wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Form - 'Effective Jan1Jary 1, 2015 

l 1.1, l4.1, H 1.1, H 1.4 
l1.2 
L2.2 
H 2.1, H 2.2, H 2.3 

L3.1, l3.2 
L3.3 

.. ,,__,,,::,., 

.~!f:"~~:Jf/5f'. ',:FijifiJl~i 
H 1.1, H 1.4 
H 1.2 
S1.3 
S4.1 

S2.1,SS.1 
H 2.1, H 2.2, H 2.3 

53.1, 53.2 
S3.3. 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096l Wetland name or number -A--

HGM Classification of Wetlands in Western Washington 

1. Are the water levels in the entire unit usually controlled by tides except during floods? 

~go to 2 YHS - the wetland class is Tidal Fringe - go to 1.1 

l~e salinity of the water during periods of annual low flow below 0.5 ppt (parts per thousandJ? 

NO - Saltwater Tidal Fringe (Estuarine) YBS - Freshwater Tidal Fringe 
If your wetland can be dassifted as a Freshwater Tidal fringe use the forms for Rivflrine wetlands. If it 
is Saltwater Tidal Fringe it is an Estuarine wetland and is not scored.rlFhis methock:annat be used to 
score functions for estuarine wetlands. 

2. The entire wetland unit is flat and precipitation is the only source (>90%) of water to it. Gro1Jndwater 
and surface water runoff are NOT sources of water to the unit. 

~~ go to 3 YES - The wetland class is Flats 
~ur wetland can be classified as a Flat;s wetland; use the form for Depressional wetlands. 

3. Does the entire wetland unit meet all of the following criteria? 
_.The vegetated part of the wetland is on the shores of a body of permanent open water (without any 

plants on the surface at any time of the year) at least 20 ac (8 ha) in sizei 
_At least 30% of the open water area is deeper than 6.6 ft (2 m) .. 

@go to 4 YES- The wetland class is Lake Fringe (Lacustrine Fringe) 

4. Does the entire wetland unit meet all of the following criteria? 
_The wetland is on a slope [slope cdn 't,f ve1,qffadual), 
_The water flows through the wetland In one direction (unidirectional) and usually comes from 

seeps. It may flow subsurface, as sheetflow, or in a swale without distinct banks, 
_The water leaves the wetland without being impounded. 

@go to 5 YES - The wetland class ts Slope 

NOTE: Surface water does not pond in these t;ype of wetlands except occasionally in very small and 
shallow depressions or behind hummocks (depressions are usually <3 ft diameter and less than 1 ft 
deep). 

5. Doj!s the entire wetland unit meet all of the following criteria? 
_v_ ·The unit is in a valley, or stream channel, where it gets inundated by overhank flooding from that 

jStream or river, 
_V_ "The overbank flooding occurs at least once every 2 years. 

Wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
R.atingForm - Effective January 1, 2015 

3 



ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number~ 

NO- go to 6 ~he wetland class is Riverine 
NOTE: The Riverine unit can contain depressions that ~d with water when the river is not 
flooding , 

6. ls the entire wetland unit in a topographic depress.ion in which water ponds, or is saturated to the 
surface, at some time during the year? This means that any outlet, if present. is higher than the interior 
ofthe wetland. 

NO-goto7 YES - The wetland class is Depressional 

7. Is the entire wetland unit located in a very flat area with- no obvious depression and no overbank 
flooding? The unit does not pond surface water more than a few inches. The unit seems to be 
maintained by high groundwater in the area. The wetland maybe ditched, but has no obvious natural 
outlet. 

NO-goto 8 YES - The wetland class is Depressional 

8. Your wetland unit seems to be difficult to classify and probably contains several different HGM 
classes. For example, seeps at the base of a slope may grade into a riverine floodplain, or a small 
stream within a Depressional wetland has a zone of flooding along its sides. GO BACK AND IDENTIFY 
WHICH OF THE HYDROLOGIC REGIMES DESCRIBED IN QUESTIONS 1-7 APPL YTO DlFFERBNT 
ARBAS IN THH UNIT (make a rough sketch to help you decide). Use the following table. to identify the 
appropriate class to use for the rating system if you have several HGM classes present within the 
wetland unit being scored. 

NOTE: Use this table only if the class that is recommended in th.e second column represents 10% or 
more of the total area of the wetland unit being rated. If the area of the HGM class listed in column 2 
is less than 10% of the unit; classify the wetland using the class that represents more than 90% of the 
total area. 

Slope + Depressionc1I 
Slo e + Lake Fringe 

Depresslonal + Riverine along stream 
within boundary of depression 

· Salt Water Tidal Frin~e and any other 
class of freshwater wetland 

Riverine 

Depressio.na.l 
lake Fringe 

Depressionat 

Depresslonal 
Riverine 
Treat.as 

ESTUARINE 

If you are still unable to determine which of the above criteria apply to your wetland, or if you have 
more than 2 HGM classes within a wetland boundary, classify the wetland as Depressional for the 
rating. 

wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
~ting Form - E~ January 1, 2015 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number A 

R 1.1. Area of surface depressions within the Riverine wetland that can trap sediments during a flooding event 
Depressions cover>3/ 4 area of wetland points::::'8 ,, 
Depressions cover>½ area of wetland . points~ 
IJepressions present but cover< Ji\ area of wetland points= 2 
No de ressions present points "' 0 

R 1.2. Structure of plants in the wetland (areas with >90% cover at person height, not Cowardin dasses) 
Trees or shrubs > 2 / 3 area of the wetland 
Trees or shrubs > 1 /3 area of the wetland 
Herbaceous plants (> 6 in high)> % area of the wetland 
Herbaceous plants(> 6 in high)> 1/ 9 area. of the wetland 
Trees, shrubs and ungrazed herbaceous< 1/ 3 area of the wetland 

Total for R 1 Add the olnts in the boxes above 

points:: 8 
points=€} 
points=6 
points= 3 

tnts= 0 

Ji 

Rating of Site Potential If score Is:_' 12-16 = H &-11 = M _o.s = L Recore/ t~ rating 011 theJlrst ,x,ge 

R 2.1. ls the wetland within an incorporated city or within its UGA? z 
R.2.2. Does the contributing basin to the wetland include a UGA or Incorporated are13? Yes 1 No=O l -
R 2.3. Does at least 10% of the contributing basin contain tilled fields, pastures, or forests that have been clearcut 

within the last 5 years? Yes ;:; 1 No O 0 
R 2.4. Is> 10% ofthe area within 150 ft of the wetland in land uses that generate pollutants? 

R 2.5. Are there o. ther i:urceSJ)fpoltytants comingJnto the wetland that are not listed in questions R 2.1..,;2.4 
Other sources ~V\ ~Xitt~ Yes'\!) No :e 0 

Total for R 2 Add the point!!. in the boxes above s. 
Rating of Landscape Potential If score is:~3-6:;; H _1 Of 2 = M _. _o = L Reeorcl the rating on the first ,x,ge 

R 3.1. Is the wetland along a stream or river that is on the 303(d} list Qr on a tributary that dnains to one wlthJn 1 ml? 

Yi!.6. ~o.~~·~ i ~ WA J;rb~t~es 
R 3 .. 2.1s the wetland along a stream or river that has TMDL limits for nutrients, toxfcs, or pathogens? 

Yes:::1 0 
R 3.3. Has the site been identified in a watershed or local plan as important for maintaining water quality? (answer 

YES if there is a TMDL. rthe drainage In which the unit is found) o~ J)~Vl t( V s = 2 No o~ 0 
Total for R 3 Add the oints in the boxes above 
Rating of Value If score is:_2-4 = H 1 '.!!! M _o '.!!! L Record the rating on the first page 

Wetland Rating System forWestem WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Form - 8:lfed:ive January 1, 2015 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number .A_ 

R 4.1. Characteristics of the overbank storage the wetland provides: 
Estimate the average width of the wetland perpendicular to the direction of the f}ow and the width of the 
stream or river channel (distance between banks). Calculate the ratio: (average width of wetlandJ/(averoge 
width of stream between banks). 
If the ratio Is more than 20. 

If the ratio ls 10-20 
If the ratio Is 5-<10 
If the .ratio is 1-<5 

points= 9 
points =6 
points=4 
points ==<11) 

tf the ratio is < l ornts = 1 

R 4.2. Characteristics of plants that slow down water velocities during floods: Treat large woody debris as forest or 
shrub. Choose the points appropriate for the best description (polygons need to have >90% cover at person 
height. These are NOT Cowardin classes). 
Forest or shrub for >1/ 3 area OR emergent plants> 2/3 area 
forest or shrub for> 1/ 10 area OR emergent plants> 1/ 3 area 
Plants do not meet above criteria 

TotalforR4 Add the 

points(!) 
points=4 
olnts=O 

nts in the bqxes a\>Qve 

Rating of Site Potential If score is:_12-16 = H 6-ll=M _0-S=L Record the ratino on the first p0ge, 

ff,s.o.,ooes-t~~~~a~~~~,~~~~~~1~~~~~~1·~~~~~~~~!~~~~a,~~~~·~~~•~:~~}~~~~h~:~~!);1~~'.'.' 
R 5.1. ls the stream or river adjacent to the wetland downcut? 

R 5.2. Does the up-gradient watershed include a UGA or incorporated arl!a? 

R 5.3. Is the up-gradient stream or river controlled by dams? Yes=0 Not!) 
Total for RS Add. the points in the bQ)(@s above 3 
Rating of Landscape Potential If score Is: 3 • M _1 or 2 = M _o = l Rec;ord the rating on the first page 

R 6.1. Distance to the nearest areas downstream that h~e flooding problems? 
Choose the description that .best fits the site. 
The sub-basin Immediately down-,gradient of the wetland has ffooding problems that result In damage to 
human or natural resources {e.g., houses or salmmi r.f'lflds), points = 2 

Surface flooding problems are in a sub-basin farther down-gradient points = .1 
No flooding problems anywhere downstream points@ 

R 6.2. Has the site been Identified as important for flood storage or flood conveyance in a regional flood control pla 
Yes=2 No 

Total for R6 Add the points In the boxes above 

0 

o· 
0 

Rating of Value If score ls:_2-4 = H _1 = M O=l Record the rating on the first /JQQe 

Wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Porm - Effective January 1, 2015 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number A 

H 1.1. Structure of plant community: Indicators are Cowardln classes and strata within the Forested class. Check the 
Cowardin plant classes in the wetland. Up to 10 patches may be combined for each class to meet the threshold 
of¼ ac or mare than l0% of the unit if it is smaller than 2.5 ac. Add the number of structures chepked. 
__ Aquatic bed 

XEmergent 
~Scrub-shrub (areas where shrubs have> 3()% cover) 
~orested (areas where trees have> 30% cover) 

If the unit has a Forested class, check if: 

4 .structures or more: points= 4 

3 structures: points= 2 
2 structures: points = 1 
1 structure: points = 0 

__ The Forested class has 3 out of 5 strata (canopy, sub-<:anopy, shrubs, herbaceous, moss/ground-cover) 
that each cover 20% within the Forested polygon 

H 1.2. Hydroperiods 
Check the types of water regimes (hydroperiods) present within the wetland. The water regime has to cover 
more than 10% of the wetland or¼ ac to count (see text.for descriptions of hyc/roperlods). 
__ Permanently flooded or inundated 4 or more types present: points,,. .3 
~Seasonally flooded or inundated 3 types present: points= 2 

•O:ceasiortally flooded or inundated 2 types present: points = 1 

Xsaturated only 1 type present: points = 0 
+Permanently flowing stream or river in, or adjacent to, the wetland 
__ Seasonally flowing stream in, or adjacent to, the wetland 
__ Lake Fringe wetland 
__ Freshwater tidal wetland. 

H 1.3. Richness of plant species 
Count the number of plant species In the wetland that cover at least 10 ft2• 

Zpolnts 
2po1nts 

Different patches of the same species can be combined to meet the size threshold and you do not have to name 
the species. Do not include Eurasian milfoll., reed canarygrass, purple loosestrife, Canadian thistle r::i\ 
If you counted: > 19 species points li.l.J 

5 - 19 species points :::: l 
<5 ecies oints= o 

H 1,4. Interspersion of habitats 
Decide from the diagrams below whether interspersion among Cowardin plants classes (described in H 1.1}, or 
the classes and unvegetated areas {can include open water or mudflats) is high, moderate; low, or none. Jf you 

have four or more plant classes or three classes and open water, the rating is always high. 

None :::: 0 points 

All three diagrams 
In this row 
are HIGH= 3polnts 

Low= 1 point 

Wetland Rating System fo;r Western WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Form - Effective January l, 2015 

Moderate = 2 points 



ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number ~ 
H 1.5. Special habitat features: 

Check the habitat features that are present In the wetland. The number of checks Is the number of points. 
htarge, downed, woody debris within the wetland(> 4 in diameter and 6 ft long) . 
..)(standing snags (dbh > 4 In) within the wetland 
__ Underc;ut banks are present for at least 6.6 ft (2 m) and/or overhanging plants extends at least 3.3 ft (1 m) 

over a stream (or ditch) in, or contiguous with the wetland, far at least 33 ft {10 m) 

__ Stable steep banks of fine material that might be used by beaver or muskrat for denning (> 30 degree 
slope) OR signs of recent beaver activity are present (cut shrubs or trees that have not yet weathered 

✓ where wood Is exposed) 

~At least¼ ac of thin-stemmed persistent plants or woody branches are present in areas that are 
permanently or seasonally Inundated (structures for egg-laying by amphibians) 

~-Invasive plants cover less than 25% of the wetfand area in every stratum of plants (see H 1.1 for list of 
rtrota:) 

Total for H 1 Add the points in the boxes above 

s 

\7... 
Ratrng of Site Potential tf score is:_15-18 = H ~7-14 • M _o-6 = L Record the roting on the first page 

, H 2 'O Does ttlelatidstapl!·h~'14!1he f>btent1a'itl)';lupii61t'tht¥':hibttatfunctlons ofthe site?i",:""''''"t '':"'''"1'·';.,i" ,_., :·,,,,~,•17:\"Yfl 
],,:-~ • ·t : _,,;.•::, ,-,-,.--,.;y,., ,.:.-· . .',,,: .. ;it·;• . ~•:,:·,; : .. ,,,_l•.ct·,.::>J:,,::••,:-:,,·-,,-.·,;· , . " , ', 'L., •i, /,':.'_:•.:-~-:~;~•:-:::\·/,f.:::\•'~:~?}''.;"7",,,j:"_";/·:':: •' , ,'.' 

H 2.1. Accessible habitat (include only habitat that directly abuts wetland un;t). 
l5 Calculate: % undisturbed habitat t'.9+ [(% moderate and low intensity land uses)/2] lS- • " If total accessible habitat is: 

> 1/, (33.3%) of 1 km Polygon points=3 

I 20-33% of 1 km Polygon polnts•2 
10-19% of 1 km Polygon points€) 
< 10% of 1 km .Polvirol\. polnts-0 

H 2.2. Undisturbed habitat in 1 km Polygon around the wetland. 
ti Calculate: % undisturbed habitat-C:o + [(% modei:ate and low intensity land uses)/2) ts= " Undisturbed habitat > 50% of Polygon points =3 z Undisturbed habitat 10-50% and in 1-3 patches points:([) 

Undisturbed habitat 10-50% and > 3 patches points= l 
Undisturbed habitat < 10% of 1 km Polygon points•O 

H 2.3. land use intensity in 1 km Polygcm: If 
> 50% of 1 km Polygon is high inteosity tand use poin~- (-2) -z 
.~ 50% of 1 km Polygon Is high intensity points=O 

TotalforH 2 Add the points in the boxes above i 
Rating of Landsa1pe Potential lf score is:_4-6 = H ,¥-1-3 = M _< 1 = L Record the roting on the fit$t page, 

H 3.0.1s the habitat provlded'bythe slte'valuablefosticlety? 
' ' . ',.,,.,, ;. ,, ,,: ' {- "- .,.,~:::s·- _:;·_,/,:~~:::·,,,. ,.•·~;·:,·;{;'":: ··,:,: '.-~:::,: ';' .. 

H 3.1. Does the site pmvlde habitat for species valped In laws, regulations, or policies? Choose only the highest score 
that applies to the wetland being rated. 

points=f/} Site meets ANY of the following criteria! 
.:,!. It has :3 or more priority habitats within 100 m (see next page) z_ - It provides habitat for Threatened or Endangered species {any plant or animal on the state or federal lists) 

- It is mapped as a location for an individual WDFW priority species 

- It is a Wetland of High Conservation Value as determined by the Department of Natural Resources 
- It has been categorized as an important habitat site in a local or regional comprehensive plan, in a 

Shoreline Master Plan, or In a watershed plan 
Site has 1 or 2 priority habitats (listed on next page) within 100 m points= 1 

Site does not meet anv of the criteria above oolnts"'O 
Rating of Value If score is:+'1. = H _1=M _O=l Record the rating on the first page 

Wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Form - Effective January 1, io15 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name or number A 
WDFW Priority Habitats 

Prlorlcy:babitats listed by WDFW (see. complete descriptions ofWDFW priority habitats, and the counties in which they can 
be found, in: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2008. Priority Habitat and Species List Olympia, Washington. 
177 pp. http; /lwdfw,w1,1wvfpubljcatjons/Q0165/wdfw00165,pdf or access the list from here: 
http: //wdfw.wa goy/conservation/phs/Ust/J 

Count how many of the following priority habitats are within 330 ft: (100 m) of the wetland unit NOTE: This qu.estion ;s 
independent of the land use between the wetlQnd unit and the priori1i)' h<lbit<lt 

- Aspen Stands: Pure or mixed stands of aspen greater than 1 ac (0.4 ha). 

/..odiversity Areas and Corridors: Areas ofhabita,t that are relatively important to various species ofnative fish. and 
wildlite,,(JW,f descriptions in WDFW PHS report). ~k.e, , u., Jr 

- Q:erbaceous Balds: Variable size patches of grass and forbs on shallow soils over bedrqck. 

- Old-growth/Mature forests: Old-growth west of Cascade crest- Stands of at least 2 tree species, forming a multi-
layered canopy with occasional small openings.; with at least 8 trees/ac (20 trees/ha) > 32 in (81 cm) dbh .or> 200 
years of age. Mature forest, - Stands with average diameters exceeding 21 in (53 cm) dbh; crown cover may be less 
than 100%: decay, decadence, numbers of snags, and quantity oflarge downed material is generally less than that 
found in old-growth; 80-200 years old west of the Cascade crest 

- Oregon White Oak: Woodland stands of pure oak or oak/ conifer associations where canopy coverage ofthe oak 
~mponent is important (full descriptions in WDFW PHS report p. 158 - $ee web link above). 

- Riparian: The area adjacent to aquatic systems with flowing water that contains elements of both aquatic and 
terrestrial ecosystems which mutually inQuence each other. 

- Westside Prairies: Herbaceous. non-forested plant communities that can either take the form of a dry prairie or a wet 
✓.irie (full descriptions in WDPW PBS report p. 161 - see web link above). 

- lnstream: The combination of physical, biological, and chemical processes and conditions that interact to provide 
fu,nctional life histo:iy requirements for instream fish and wildlife resources .. 

- Nearshore: Relatively undisturbed nearshore habitats. These include Coastal Nearshore, Open Coast Nearshorc, and 
Puget Sound Nearshore. (full des.;:riptirms of habit:Qts and t:he definition. of relutively und.isturbed qre ln WDFWreport -
see web link on previous page). -

- Caves: A naturally occurring cavity, recess, void, or system ofinterc-onnected passages under the earth tn soils, ror:k, 
ice, or other geological formations and is large enough to contain a human. 

- Cliffs: Greater than 25 ft (7.6 m) high and occurring below 5000 ft elevation. 

- Talus: Homogenous areas of rock rubble ranging in average size 0.S - 6.5 ft (0.15 - 2.0 m), composed of basalt, andesite, 
✓._d/or sedimenta:iy rock, including riprap slk:les and mine tailings. May be associated with cliffs. 

-· Snags and Logs: Trees are considered snags if they are dead or dying and exhibit sufficient decay characteristics to 
enabl!! cavity excavation/use by wildlife. Priority sn;:1gs have a diamE;iter at breast height of> 20 in (51 cm) in western 
Washington and are> 6.5 ft (2 m) in height Priority logS are> 12 in (30 cm) in diameter at the largest end, and> 20 ft 
{6m) long. 

Note: All vegetated wetlands are by definition a priority habitat but are not included in this list because they are addressed 
elsewhere. 

Wetland Rating System for Western WA: 2014 Update 
Rating Form - Effective January 1, 2015 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
SHR19-00096

Wetland name OT m,mberA-
CATEGORIZATION BASED ON SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Does the wetland meet the following criteria for Estuarine wetlands? 
- The dominant water regime Is tidal, 
- Vegetated, and 
- With a salini reater than 0.5 t Yes -Go to SC 1.1 an estuarine wetland 

SC 1.1. ·Is the.wet-land within a National Wildlife Refuge, National Park, National ESb.lary Reserve, Natural Area 
Preserve, State Park or Educational, Environmental, or Scientific Reserve designated under WAC 332-30-1S11, 

Yes"" Category I No - Go to SC 1.2 

SC 1.2. Is the wetland unit at least 1 ac in size and meets at least two of the following three conditions? 
- The wetland is relatively undisturbed (has no diking, ditching, filling, cultivation, grazing, and has less 

than 10% cover of non-native plant species. (If non-native species are Spartina, see page .25) 
-At least¾ of the landward edge of the wetland has a 100 ~ buffer of shrub, forest, or un.,grazed or un

mowed grassland. 
-The wetland has at least two of the following features: tidal channels, depressions with open water, or 

contiguous freshwater wetlands. Yes = category I No "' category H 

SC 2.0. W~land$ of High Conservation Value (WHCV) 

SC 2.1. Has the WA Dep. artment of. Natura. I Resources updated th.eir website to incl.ude the list .. o~W . o.f High 
Conservation Value? Yes - Go to SC 2.2 .No- . o SC 2.3 

SC 2.2. Is the wettand listed on the WONR database as a Wetland of High Conservation Value? 
. Yes,= Category I N.o = ot a WHCV 

SC 2.3. Is the wetland In a Section/Township/Range that contains a Natural Heritage wetland? 
http:llwww1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/re{desk/datasearch/wnhpwetlqnd~112df 

Yes- Contact WNHP/WDNR and go to SC 2.4 No "" Not a WHCV 

SC 2.4. Has WDNR Identified the wetland within the S/T/R as a Wetland Qf High Conservation Vah.te and listed it on 
their website? Yes= C o I No::: Not a WHCV 

SC3.0. Bogs 
Does the wetland (or any part of the unit) meet both the criteria for soft.sand vegetation in bogs? Use the key 
below. If you answer YES you wlll stlH need to rate the wetla11d based 911 Its fundlons, 

SC 3.1. Does an area within the wetland unit have organic soil horizons, either peats or mucks, that1:on!IO~le 16 In or 
more of the first 32 in of the soil profile? Yes - Go to SC 3.3 to SC 3.2 

SC 3.2. Does an area within the wetland unit have organic soits, either peats or mucks, that are I an 16 In deep 
over bedrock, or an impermeable hardpan such as cl,w or volcanic ash, or that are floating on top of a l;1l<e or 
pond? Yes - Go to SC 3.3 No = Is not a bog 

SC 3.3. Does an area wlth peats or mucks have more than 70% cover of mosses at ground level, AND at least a 30% 
cover of plant species listed in Table 4? Yes = Is a category I bog No - Go to .SC 3.4 
NOTE: If you are .uncertain about the extent of mosses in the understory, you may substib.lte that criterion by 
measuriflg the pH of the water that seeps irito a hole dug at least .16 in deep. If the pH is less than 5.0 and the 
plant species in Table 4 are present, the wetland is a bog. 

SC 3A. Is an area with peats or mucks forested (> 30% cover) with Sitka spruce, subalplne fir, western red cedar, 
western hemlock, lodgepole pine, quaking aspen, Engelmann spruce, or western white pine, AND any .of the 
species (or combination of species) listed in Table 4 provide more tllan 30% of the cover under the canopy? 
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Yes "" IS a category I bog No• Is not a btig-
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Cat.I 

Cat, I 

Cat. II 

Cat. I 

Cat. I 




