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ORDINANCE 4774

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING, LAND USE, AND AMENDING THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ORDINANCE 3481, AS AMENDED, TO UPDATE
CHAPTER XIII-CAPITAL FACILTIES PLAN, CHAPTER VI-LAND USE,
CHAPTER X-PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE, CHAPTER XV TO
REPLACE MOSS BAY AND EVEREST NEIGHBORHOOD PLANS, A
LEGISLATIVE REZONE, AND AMEND THE CITY OF KIRKLAND ZONING
MAP, ORDINANCE 3710 AS AMENDED, TO ENSURE THE ZONING MAP
CONFORMS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND THE CITY COMPLIES
WITH THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT, AND APPROVING A SUMMARY
FOR PUBLICATION, FILE NO. CAM21-00072 #3 AND FILE NO. CAM21-
00392.

WHEREAS, the City Council has received a recommendation for
approval from the Kirkland Planning Commission to amend certain
portions of the Comprehensive Plan for the City, Ordinance 3481, as
amended, and portions of the Zoning Map, Ordinance 3710, as
amended, to ensure the Zoning Map conforms to the Comprehensive
Plan and the City complies with the Growth Management Act, as set
forth in the report and recommendation of the Planning Commission
dated October 18, 2021 and bearing Kirkland Planning and Building
Degartment File No. CAM21-00072 #3 AND FILE NO. CAM21-00392;
an

WHEREAS, prior to making the recommendation, the Planning
Commission, following notice as required by RCW 35A.63.070, held
public hearings on the amendment proposals as follows: on September
23, 2021 for the Moss Bay and Everest Neighborhood Plans (Exhibits H-
I); and October 14, 2021 for the Capital Facilities Plan, land use changes
for park property and other amendments described in Exhibits A-F, J)
and considered the comments received at those hearings; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA), there has accompanied the legislative proposal and
recommendation through the entire consideration process, a SEPA
Addendum to the City of Kirkland 2015 Comprehensive Plan Update
Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), that was issued
by the responsible official pursuant to WAC 197-11-625 for the Everest
Neighborhood Plan on September 23, 2021; and issued for the Capital
Facilities Plan, Land Use Element, land use changes for park property
on October 18, 2021; and a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS)
for the Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan was issued on October 14, 2021;
and

WHEREAS, in a public meeting on December 14, 2021, the City
Council considered the environmental documents received from the
responsible official, together with the report and recommendation of the
Planning Commission; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.130, requires the City to review all
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan concurrently and no more
frequently than once every year; and
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WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act (GMA), RCW
36.70A.130, mandates that the City of Kirkland review, and if needed,
revise its official Zoning Map; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Map implements the Comprehensive
Plan (Ordinance 3481 as amended).

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Kirkland do
ordain as follows:

Section 1. Comprehensive Plan Text, Map Figures and
Tables _amended. The Comprehensive Plan, Ordinance 3481, as

amended, is amended as set forth in Exhibits A-I attached to this
Ordinance and incorporated by reference. These amendments include
the following:

Exhibit A: Replace Capital Facilities Plan Project Tables CF-5-10;
Exhibit B: Revise Capital Facilities Plan Policy CF-6.3;

Exhibit C: Amend Land Use Map LU-1 for legislative change in land
use designation for the following parcel:

Juanita Heights Park parcel PIN 3754500215 change from LDR
4 to P (Park/Open Space) zone;

Exhibit D: Land Use Element Policy LU-5.5 text amendment related
to the Greater Downtown Urban Center;

Exhibit E: Land Use Element figure LU-2 to reflect change to Greater
Downtown Urban Center described in Exhibit D;

Exhibit F: Amend Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element Figure
PR-1 to reflect the one legislative change in land use described in
Exhibit C;

Exhibit G: Amend Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan figures: 4.3, 5.1, 5.2,
5.3,6.1,6.2,7.1,7.2,7.3, 7.4, 7.5 to reflect change in land use at
Juanita Heights Park parcel described in Exhibit C;

Exhibit H: Replace Chapter X.V.D Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan;
Exhibit I: Replace Chapter X.V.E Everest Neighborhood Plan;

Section 2. Zoning Map Amended: The official City of Kirkland
Zoning Map as adopted by Ordinance 3710, as amended, is amended in
accordance with the legislative rezones identified in Exhibit J attached
to this Ordinance and incorporated by reference and to be consistent
with the Comprehensive Plan.

Exhibit J: Zoning Map amendments: The ordinance authorizes the
Zoning Map to be amended to be consistent with the Comprehensive
Plan Land Use Map LU-1 by rezoning the parcel described in Exhibit
C to the following zoning classifications:
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XV.D Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan Draft #5 For Final Adoption — 11.29.2021
City of Kirkland Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that the Southern Salish Sea region lies on the unceded and ancestral land of
the Coast Salish peoples, the Duwamish, Muckleshoot, Puyallup, Skykomish, Snoqualmie,
Snohomish, Suquamish and Tulalip tribes and other tribes of the Puget Sound Salish people,
and that the present-day City of Kirkland is in the traditional heartland of the Lake People and
the River People. We honor with gratitude the land itself, the First People — who have reserved
treaty rights and continue to live here since time immemorial — and their ancestral heritage.

1. Overview

In terms of land use, the Moss Bay Neighborhood is Kirkland’s most complex area. Situated on
the shores of Lake Washington, the area contains a wide variety of land uses, including
Downtown retail businesses, industrial activities, offices, well established single-family areas,
large-scale multifamily development, a marina, a baseball facility, a post office, and the Cross
Kirkland Corridor.

While the neighborhood is often characterized by the commercial activities associated with
Kirkland’s downtown, there are considerable opportunities for residential and mixed use
development. A major policy emphasis for the Moss Bay Neighborhood is to encourage
commercial activities in the Downtown, and to expand “close-in” housing opportunities by
encouraging dense residential and mixed uses in the perimeter of the Downtown (Figure MB-1).

The Moss Bay Neighborhood is within the Greater Downtown Urban Center as designated in the
King County Countywide Planning Policies (see Land Use Element figure LU-2 for Urban Center
boundaries). The City also submitted an application to designate the Moss Bay Neighborhood
and the NE 85™ Station Area as the City’s second Regional Growth Center within the Puget
Sound Regional Council (PSRC) policy framework. The Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan provides
policies that support the NE 85™ Station Area and ensure that these two plan areas are aligned
to ensure seamless transportation and multi-modal connections between downtown and the
planned NE 85™ BRT/Stride Station, provide additional housing choice, increased employment
opportunities, and amenities to serve a strong Regional Growth Center. Another important
aspect of fostering sustainable growth patterns is the ability to plan for and provide supporting
capital facilities. The City’s Capital Facilities Plan, which applies to Moss Bay and the rest of
Kirkland, accomplishes this by considering future needs for transportation, parks, sewer and
water infrastructure and other public services, and provides the necessary financial tools
develop new infrastructure.

Both the King County Countywide Planning Policies and PSRC’s VISION 2050 envision
cities with designated regional centers as playing an important role in shaping future
growth patterns through accommodating a significant portion of the region’s housing
and employment growth. As of 2019, the County-designated Greater Downtown Urban
Center (centered on Moss Bay, but including adjacent areas in other neighborhoods)
supported 4,180 dwelling units and 17,000 jobs. By 2035, it is anticipated that there will
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be an increase of 4,000 dwelling units and 9,700 jobs within the plan area, to a total of
8,180 dwelling units and 26,700 jobs. According to a 2018 Zoned Capacity Analysis, the
total number of employees and residents in the plan area is projected to be 39,000 by
2035, which means there is capacity for growth. A market study will be conducted for
the entire Regional Growth Center and its relevant findings will be incorporated into a
future version of this plan to help achieve the expected housing and employment
growth.

Throughout the region, Centers designations are part of a growth management and
transportation planning strategy to provide for greater intensity and density in areas of compact
development where housing, employment, shopping and other activities are close together in
proximity to transit. These centers form the backbone of the transportation network, linking
communities to reduce the rate of growth in vehicle miles travelled and greenhouse gas
emissions by expanding innovative transportation options. Properties within the shoreline
jurisdiction, are also subject to the policies in the Shoreline Area chapter and the shoreline
management regulations in the Kirkland Zoning Code.
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residents by Downtown’s historic role as the cultural and civic center of the community. The
Moss Bay neighborhood is a key part of the Greater Downtown urban center and is a vibrant,
walkable community where many choose to live, work, play, learn and worship.

Environmental protection and equity are fundamental characteristics of neighborhood life.
Amenities such as parks, green space, community gardens, and shorelines have been preserved
and refreshed, with new public access points. Additional recreational facilities have been
created to serve community members of all ages and abilities, including a new major regional
recreation center in Peter Kirk Park. This has increased awareness of equity and inclusion so
that parks, trails and other amenities serve the entire community, including people who have
not been able to enjoy them historically. The community has embraced sustainability and more
energy-efficient buildings and clean renewable energy infrastructure such as solar arrays,
geothermal systems, and wind turbines. In addition, the prevalence of rain gardens and green
roofs keep stormwater quality and quantity manageable and enhances the ecological integrity
of streams and wetlands, Lake Washington, and aquatic life. These inclusive priorities have led
to a healthier natural environment and overall community.

The community has made it a priority to ensure that people who wish to live in this desirable
neighborhood, including people of all incomes who work in or near Downtown, can afford to do
so. Creating new housing options in Moss Bay resulted from an imaginative look at new ways
of housing people, and housing choices in Downtown now include co-housing, residential suites,
and family-sized apartments and condominiums. Success was achieved and embraced by
residents as this welcome change to the area’s housing stock still allowed for views to be
enjoyed, did not add to congestion or parking issues, made more effective use of existing
parking, and located new homes near multi-modal transportation corridors and hubs, such as
the NE 85™ Street Bus Rapid Transit station and the Cross Kirkland Corridor. The community’s
design and its dedication to equity and inclusion has transformed the Moss Bay neighborhood
into a national model for sustainable urban living.

At the same time, small businesses in Downtown are thriving. Ground-floor spaces are occupied
by a mix of businesses that generate pedestrian activity and benefit from a compact, walkable
street network. The small scale of commercial spaces in much of Downtown ensures that
bricks-and-mortar locations are unique and accessible to new business owners. New shops and
restaurants serve the burgeoning residential and employment population of Moss Bay, and
neighborhood-serving home-based businesses help support the local economy outside.

Moss Bay is a safe, clean and diverse neighborhood where you don't need a car to get around
quickly and efficiently. If you do drive, there is enough parking to meet demand for businesses,
residents and visitors alike. It is the most walkable neighborhood in Kirkland. The pedestrian
connections and protected bike lanes link seamlessly to a transit network that is aligned in
moving many people and has worked as planned. The Cross Kirkland Corridor and humerous
connections to NE 85* Street (Central Way) support multi-modal travel to destinations
throughout the Greater Downtown urban center and the region. In addition, the first ever urban
gondola system in the Puget Sound Region shuttles passengers from the downtown Transit
Center to the Bus Rapid Transit station, which connects to the regional light rail network.
Investments in regional facilities and transportation and mobility infrastructure for the
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4. Natural Environment

Policy MB-3: Protect and enhance the natural environment in the Moss Bay
Neighborhood.

Environmental policies for the Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan strive to protect and enhance the
quality and function of the natural environment and protect life and property from
environmental hazards. The Moss Bay neighborhood is located within the Moss Bay drainage
basin and contains a few streams and a shoreline of Statewide significance (see Figure MB-2).
Natural features help maintain water quality, recharge groundwater, provide wildlife and fish
habitat, and provide open space and aesthetic enjoyment. Figures MB-3a and MB-3b identify
geologically hazardous areas within the neighborhood, including slopes with moderate to high
landslide susceptibility and land with potential for medium to high liquefaction during a seismic
event. City regulations ensure that activity in these areas addresses risks and impacts
associated with development.

Policy MB-4: Maintain and restore the functional integrity of streams and wetlands.
Improve segments adjacent to the Cross Kirkland Corridor with native vegetation
during implementation of the CKC Master Plan.

Opportunities may come to enhance the water quality of waterways and streams that connect
to them along the Cross Kirkland Corridor and public and private efforts to increase natural
vegetation provide multiple benefits to human and aquatic life.

Policy MB-5: Promote and incentivize green infrastructure such as green roofs,
raingardens, trees and landscaping that cleans the water that enters Lake
Washington.

Development regulations require stormwater to stay onsite when new development occurs.
However, redevelopment projects or minor landscaping projects that may not require
stormwater management could make a significant difference in water quality and quantity. In
addition, efforts to increase the cleaning of garbage and litter on streets and in and around
storm drains can also decrease pollutants that move towards the shoreline and into Lake
Washington.

Policy MB-6: Open streams within the eastern portion of the Moss Bay neighborhood
(Figure MB-2) should be maintained or restored, when feasible, in a natural
condition and should allow for natural drainage.

In the eastern portion of the Moss Bay Neighborhood, the water table is at, or very near, the
surface. In this area, the topsoil is wet and soggy and there could be drainage problems
associated with development. It is essential that the open streams in this area are free of
obstructions including vegetation and eroding soil so that they do not contribute to existing
drainage issues.
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5. Land Use

The Land Use discussion of the Neighborhood is considered in terms of the downtown
area and perimeter areas around the downtown.

A. Downtown

The Downtown area is the historic commercial center of the City with many of the
City’s most intensive land uses. The Downtown area is appropriate for a wide variety
of uses. The area’s economic vitality and identity as a commercial center will depend
upon its ability to establish and retain a critical mass of retail uses and services,
primarily located west of 3rd Street, along pedestrian-oriented streets, and within
Kirkland Urban. If this objective is not reached, it relegates the Downtown to a weaker
and narrower commercial focus (i.e., restaurants and offices only) and lessens the
opportunities and reasons for Kirkland residents and employees, and tourists, to
frequent the Downtown.

The enhancement of the area for retail and service businesses will best be served by
concentrating such uses in the pedestrian core and shoreline districts and by
encouraging a substantial increase in the amount of housing and office floor area
either within and adjacent to the core.

Policy MB-7: Foster new development that is supportive of the Greater
Downtown Urban Center and pending Regional Center designation in terms
of: transit-supportive and business-supportive densities; provision of open
space, childcare, public art, and other public amenities; provision of housing
that is affordable to a range of income groups; and inclusion of
environmental sustainability measures.

As described in Land Use Element Policy LU-5.5, the Moss Bay neighborhood is part of
the Greater Downtown Urban Center as designated in the King County Countywide
Planning Policies (see Land Use Element figure LU-2 for Urban Center boundaries).
The NE 85™ Station Area subarea plan, the Moss Bay neighborhood, and an
employment center that is shared by the Moss Bay and Everest neighborhoods
constitute the areas the City is proposing for a Regional Center designation by Puget
Sound Regional Council. These center designations are a way to recognize the history
of great urban planning in the Moss Bay neighborhood that has created a compact,
walkable, transit-supportive community that has embraced growth in housing and
employment. These smart growth principles continue to guide the long-term vision for
the neighborhood and the King County and PSRC designations will continue to help
the City address the infrastructure needs that accompany that growth.

The Greater Downtown Urban Center, which is centered on Moss Bay but
encompasses portions of other neighborhoods, has an existing zoned development
capacity of 30.6 activity units per acre (encompassing the residential and employee
population) and by 2035 has a planned density of 45.5 activity units per acre. The
minimum activity units per acre required for an Urban Regional Growth Center is 45,









Kirkland Comprehensive Plan 0-4774 EXHIBIT H
Moss Bay Neighborhood Plan Update-Draft November Page 17/33

2021

community. It will also help staff apply lessons about equity to future updates to this
plan.

Policy MB-10: Expand green building incentives and requirements to ensure
that new projects are high performance buildings.

Additional codes or incentives that make buildings more energy and resource efficient
can be considered for Citywide adoption as part of implementing the Sustainability
Master Plan. Larger buildings in the downtown area consume more energy, but if
they are designed to use less energy then it will reduce operating costs for those who
live and run businesses in these buildings and will help the City reduce its carbon
emissions as it continues to grow.

Policy MB-11: Explore the creation of an energy district that might include
concepts like capture and use water and effluent to produce renewable
energy and/or the use of geothermal methods to provide heating/cooling of
local buildings.

The downtown area provides an opportunity to consider the sharing of energy to be
more efficient and cost-effective. These methods can increase the creation of
renewable energy generation that helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the City.

Policy MB-12: Ensure that Downtown has a critical mass of retail uses and
services and regularly review and recruit businesses that enhance the
vibrancy of the business district.

The City should help to foster economic vitality in the Downtown by working with the
private sector and by encouraging independent efforts toward economic development.
Such assistance to the business community might include supporting efforts to
establish local improvement or business improvement districts and working with
regional economic development partners on collaborative efforts.

Other public efforts to strengthen the Downtown business climate should include the
continued promotion of public projects such as the tour boat dock, in addition to
continued support for public and/or private projects such as Lakeshore Plaza at Marina
Park, which would help to implement the City’s economic development goals.

Policy MB-13: Explore opportunities to support formal and informal cultural
institutions and artists in downtown, such as pop-up galleries, street music
and festivals.

Supporting arts and culture is an important part of Kirkland’s identity. It is critical to
encourage up and coming artists as well as established artists to continue to grow this
movement. Consideration should be given to continue using public space for artists
and allowing flexible land use which permits installations that further enhance the
vibrancy of the downtown area.
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Policy MB-14: Promote partnerships and increase two-way communication
efforts between the business community and City government.

Initiatives like the Shop Local Kirkland initiative represent important efforts that bring
businesses and City government closer together on a common purpose. Opportunities
to enhance communication also include ensuring that business and property owners
are made aware of pertinent issues in a timely manner.

Policy MB-15: Encourage ground-floor uses that promote an active
pedestrian environment.

Downtown Kirkland has been the historic heart of Kirkland’s pedestrian orientation
because it has traditionally provided great destinations for pedestrians in terms of
shops, services, and amenities as well as the supporting pedestrian infrastructure to
make the walk pleasant and safe. Future evaluation of appropriate ground floor uses
will need to consider the types of pedestrian destinations being created and will
require collaboration with the business community, commercial property owners, and
other stakeholders to understand the right balance of uses.

Policy MB-16: Explore redevelopment of the Lake/Central surface parking
lot with public and private amenities that enhance the 10-minute
neighborhood concept. The exploration should include inclusive community
engagement and participation from businesses, property owners, residents
and the broader community.

This surface parking lot, situated at a prime corner in the Downtown core, was
acquired by the City when the neighboring property owners participated in a Local
Improvement District (LID) to generate the funds for the City to acquire the property
for the purpose of providing public parking for patrons and visitors to the Downtown.
A more current look at the community needs and vision, inclusive of the stakeholders
noted here, would help determine if this is the time to reimagine the site as a focal
point for the Downtown.

Parking
MB-17: Encourage efficient utilization of existing parking to its full
potential and development of new shared parking around the perimeter of
downtown to increase parking supply while preserving and enhancing the
walkable nature of Downtown.

Due to the significant cost and sustainability issues associated with building a new
public parking garage, making better use of existing parking should be a priority.
There is a significant supply of public and private parking in and around downtown
that could be used more efficiently through wayfinding signage, joint use agreements,
technology applications, public education campaigns, and innovative and visible
shuttle services.
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Policy MB-18: Increase the prevalence of charging stations and other
support facilities for electric vehicles (EV), electric bicycles (E-Bikes) and
other micro-mobility by partnering with owners of new and existing parking
facilities to promote clean transportation options.

Promoting clean transportation options and related programs and initiatives can
reduce pollution and, in the case of bicycles, scooters and emerging clean mobility
options, can reduce congestion and foster a healthier community. Ensuring that
buildings and parking facilities support these needs will facilitate the transition to a
cleaner transportation future.

B. Perimeter Areas

The Perimeter Area is the area to the south and east of Downtown’s Central Business
District. this area contains a wide variety of housing types, representing a broad
range of densities. The Comprehensive Plan supports providing a range of housing
opportunities, and the Moss Bay Neighborhood is representative of how that diversity
can build a stronger community (see Figure MB-4). Included in the mix of land uses
are a variety of commercial areas that provide employment opportunities close to
shops, services, and housing options. The following section discusses these diverse
land use districts.

Planned Area 5

The northeastern portion of the Moss Bay Neighborhood is designated as Planned Area
5 (see Figure MB-4). Due to topographic conditions and circulation patterns, land in
Planned Area 5 is relatively secluded. The area has been designated for high-density
residential and office uses because of the ability to buffer such high-density
development from other uses in the area. The area is developed primarily in high-
density residential development while limited office uses exist in the northwestern
portion of the area. This planned area is divided into five subareas. The Zoning Code
details the applicable development standards such as allowed uses, height and density
for each planned area and related subarea.

Planned Area 6

The bulk of the land south of Kirkland Avenue is contained in Planned Area 6 (see
Figure MB-4). Within this planned area, land is divided into a number of subareas,
based on unique conditions including use conflicts, various parcel ownerships, traffic
problems, lack of utilities, and other factors which may influence future development
of the land. Due to its location, this planned area also has a special relationship with
the Downtown. This planned area is divided into ten subareas. The area has multiple
designations including low, medium and high-density residential, office/multi-family
and industrial along the eastern boundary line. The Zoning Code details the
applicable development standards such as allowed uses, height and density for each
planned area and related subarea.
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Policy MB-19: Explore density minimums in low-density residential
neighborhoods within Moss Bay to promote more affordable and compact
housing options.

Allowed housing options like ADUs, cottages, and two and three-units homes can help
bridge the gap in missing middle housing needs in the perimeter residential areas and
increase diversity in the community. Due to the scarcity and cost of land in the Moss
Bay neighborhood, optimizing the use of the land should be a consideration to take
advantage of all the amenities that are available.

Policy MB-20: Explore expanding allowances for home-based businesses in
residential districts.

Home occupations can reduce commuting for the business owner provide resident
with nearby services. An appropriate range of uses and supporting regulations can
result in home-based businesses that are a positive contribution to the vibrancy of the
overall neighborhood. To support Economic Development Policy ED-1.7 in the
Comprehensive plan, revising development standard should be carefully considered
and crafted to minimize impacts on the neighborhood while increasing economic
activity.

6. Transportation
The circulation routes in the Moss Bay neighborhood are well established (see Figure
MB-6). There is a relatively large flow of traffic through the area, in addition to traffic
generated by activities within the Downtown. The major north/south traffic corridors
include Lake Street, State Street, 3rd Street, and 6th Street South. The major
east/west corridors include Central Way, Kirkland Avenue/Kirkland Way, and NE 68th
Street.

The Moss Bay neighborhood has some of the City’s best transit, walking, and bicycle
routes that can move people efficiently and with less congestion than traditional
modes of travel. However, it acknowledged that many vehicles need to move through
the neighborhood to connect to downtown from many other places.

“Mode split” is the term used to describe how trips are allocated amongst various
types of transportation, or modes. The Transportation Element in Kirkland’s
Comprehensive Plan identifies the baseline estimate of the mode splits and the goals
for future mode splits in the downtown Central Business District (CBD).

Current mode split in the CBD is low because it does not currently include any major
Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) employers. In contrast, large CTR employers just
outside the CBD and within the Greater Downtown Urban Center are currently
achieving mode splits resulting in drive-alone rates between 62% and 78%.
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A. Public Transit

Third Street has been designed for the pedestrian and public transit user, with the
METRO transit center located on this street. The use of public transportation as an
alternative for people who work or shop in the Downtown should be encouraged.
Increased use of transit would help to reduce traffic congestion and parking problems
in the downtown area. The NE 85% Street BRT/Stride station will be a major
transportation hub with regional connections when it is complete. The Stride station
will be a major asset to the Moss Bay neighborhcod with supporting pedestrian, bike,
and land use infrastructure in place to fully leverage this regional transit investment.

Policy MB-21: Ensure that transit service and all modes of transportation
are aligned and efficient through the Greater Downtown Urban Center,
including the NE 85" Street Station Area.

Implementation of the Transportation Master Plan will play an importation role in
making seamless connections between the urban center and the NE 85 Street
Station Area including the BRT/Stride station and the Cross Kirkland Corridor.

Policy MB-22: Utilize the most innovative and effective methods to move
people through the neighborhood and to connect to the surrounding
community and region.

As new technology emerges, so must the ways to enhance connections throughout
the neighborhood, which could include pilot projects and initiatives connecting existing
and future transportation infrastructure.

Policy MB-23: Partner with transit agencies and larger employers to foster
enhanced and frequent transit service to and from Downtown and other
regional connections.

The connections between modes of transit and major employers is integral to the
entire system and partnerships can ensure that moving people remains a priority.

Policy MB-24: Explore new and innovative means of micro-mobility to allow
people to easily make last-mile connections from transit.

Last mile connections are often the missing link to greater public use of the existing
transit system. As part of the Transportation Master Plan, implementing new forms of
micro mobility can help bridge this gap.

Policy MB-25: Explore establishing ferry service to and from downtown
Kirkland as part of the Transportation Master Plan update process.
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Ferry service to and from downtown Kirkland has long been part of the City’s history.
Consideration should be given for a pedestrian and bicycle ferry service as another
tool to enhance current and future growth in the neighborhood.

B. Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

Pedestrian routes should have higher priority to vehicular routes in Downtown
circulation. Pedestrian amenities and routes should continue to be improved and
should be given higher priority than vehicular routes for circulation within the
Downtown. Modifications to the street network and traffic patterns should not be
allowed to disrupt Downtown pedestrian activity and circulation.

The establishment and improvement of pedestrian pathways between activity centers
should be a high-priority policy objective. Major pedestrian routes within the
Downtown area are identified in Figure MB-5. Major pathways include the extensive
east-west “spine” or “Park Walk Promenade,” which links the Lake with points east of
6th Street and the shoreline public access trail.

Figure MB-6 also identifies other important pedestrian routes which provide north-
south pedestrian access. Improvements to these pathways should be promoted,
particularly at the intersection of 6th Street and Central Way.

Policy MB-26: Complete and enhance the existing sidewalk network and
consider sidewalk widening pilot projects to ensure public safety and
further promote a pedestrian oriented neighborhood.

There are numerous opportunities to add and improve sidewalks to promote
connectivity within the neighborhood, to surrounding neighborhoods, and regionally
via the CKC and Stride station. See Figure MB-7.

To be a truly successful walking environment, the core area of the Downtown must be
safe, convenient, and pleasant for pedestrians of all ages. Pedestrian safety should
continue to be a high priority in the placement and design of intersections, crosswalks,
and sidewalks throughout the neighborhood.

Policy MB-27: Explore the construction of systems of overhead coverings to
improve the quality of major pedestrian walkways year-round.

The continued creation of a system of overhead coverings such as awnings, arcades,
and marquees provide protection to the pedestrian during inclement weather, allowing
for pedestrian activity year-round. These features also add visual interest and vitality
to the pedestrian environment.
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Policy MB-28: Implement ongoing pilot projects to improve pedestrian and
bicycle conditions along Lake Washington Boulevard, including conversion
and reallocation of vehicle lanes and parking areas.

The sidewalks along Lake Washington Boulevard connect many parks and offer scenic
view of Lake Washington that could be further enjoyed if the there were more space
available for pedestrians.

More community members would like to make more trips by bicycle; one reason they
do not is because the current network of on-street bicycle lanes does not meet their
needs for safety and convenience. In order to unlock the potential of bicycling, the
existing network of on-street bicycle lanes should be improved with facilities that
people of all ages and abilities find safe and welcoming.

Policy MB-29: Create new and enhance existing pedestrian, bicycle, and
transit connections between the lake-front commercial district, Kirkland
Urban, the NE 85" Street Station Area Plan, and the Cross Kirkland
Corridor.

The Park Walk Promenade identified in Figure MB-5 should consist of a series of minor
structures placed at prominent locations along the walkway in order to clearly identify
the pathway throughout its length, as well as to provide some protection during wet
weather. The walk serves the Peter Kirk Park civic and cultural center, as well as
commercial areas to the east and west. The current promenade concept under
consideration by the City now should be encouraged as it offers a unique way to move
people from the Lakeshore marina area though the downtown area all the way to the
CKC.
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parking facilities. In addition to meeting community need, a redevelopment plan
could also be a catalyst for additional economic development opportunities.

Policy MB-39: Promote non-motorized watercraft usage along Lake
Washington, with a node in Downtown.

Encouraging water-oriented retail services, launching facilities, and wayfinding signage
can help and attract new business that support ecologically-friendly use of Moss Bay’s
waterfront setting and promote tourist opportunities that benefit the neighborhood'’s

economy.
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XV.E. Everest Neighborhood Plan Draft #4 For Final Adoption-11/28/2021
City of Kirkland Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that the Southern Salish Sea region lies on the unceded and ancestral land of
the Coast Salish peoples, the Duwamish, Muckleshoot, Puyallup, Skykomish, Snoqualmie,
Snohomish, Suquamish and Tulalip tribes and other tribes of the Puget Sound Salish people, and
that present-day City of Kirkland is in the traditional heartland of the Lake People and the River
People. We honor with gratitude the land itself, the First People — who have reserved treaty rights
and continue to live here since time immemorial — and their ancestral heritage.

1. Overview

The Everest Neighborhood is bounded by I-405 freeway on the east, the Cross Kirkland Corridor
(CKC) on the west, Central Way on the north and the Houghton Everest Neighborhood Center
commercial district to the south along NE 68th Street. Westerly views of the mountains and Lake
Washington are visible from the eastern hillside. The neighborhood is geographically compact,
centrally located and has a bit of everything from parks, residential, retail shopping and industrial
uses.

2. Vision Statement

The following vision statement reflects how community members envision the Everest
Neighborhood in the future and will work to achieve this vision using this document as a guide.

The community values the diverse population of people who live in the neighborhood and the
sense of belonging. There is a sense of community and cohesiveness. Children know each other.
People who are new to the community are welcomed at neighborhood gatherings. The
neighborhood is maturing gracefully and is adapting to change in an inclusive way.

Everest is unique in that it is a short walk or bike ride to Downtown, the Houghton Everest
Neighborhood shopping area, the Cross Kirkland Corridor (CKC), Lake Washington, and over the
freeway pedestrian bridge to the Rose Hill neighborhood and Bus Rapid Transit/Stride (BRT)
transit station at NE 85t Street/I-405. The CKC provides gathering places for the neighborhood
as well as pedestrian and bicycle connections to other areas of the City and regional destinations
via the Eastrail Corridor. Pedestrian and bicycle mobility to these destinations has improved with
the addition of missing sidewalks, bike lanes and safety improvements. Mobility within the
neighborhood and connectivity to other neighborhoods is improved as redevelopment of
commercial and mixed-use parcels has created more through-block connections, consolidation of
driveways, and intersection and pedestrian frontage improvements.

The 6th Street South corridor is one of Kirkland’s major high technology employment hubs yet
continues to support diverse small businesses. This economic environment and community
partnerships have led to many community amenities that provide opportunities to play and
socialize along the CKC. These public/private partnerships were instrumental in implementing the
CKC Master Plan and have served as a template for trail-oriented development in other
neighborhoods.
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The Houghton/Everest Neighborhood Center has evolved into a thriving, pedestrian-oriented
mixed-use center, with businesses that meet the retail and service needs of the community,
housing that supports these businesses and residents of the neighborhood. Attractive
streetscapes, vehicular and pedestrian through-block connections, landscaping, pedestrian
amenities and building design create a true neighborhood center for Everest and other adjoining
neighborhoods. In the northwest corner along Kirkland Way, professional offices provide a
gateway to the neighborhood and jobs within close proximity of the bus rapid transit BRT/Stride
station. In light industrial areas, manufacturing and high technology jobs exist, along with new
creative businesses like breweries and wineries that have created neighborhood gathering places
with accessory uses such as tasting rooms, small restaurants and retail.

New affordable housing in the neighborhocd has been created through thoughtful infill options
in lower-density parts of the neighborhcod, and redevelopment of multifamily and mixed-use
projects. The lower-density residential areas now provide more housing choices for various
income levels with a variety of detached houses, duplexes, triplexes, cottages, and accessory
dwelling units. Increasingly, new development is utilizing sustainable green building practices.

The mature, wooded hillside located in the southeast corner of the neighborhood that connects
to Everest Park is preserved as park open space and provides a natural system of protected
wetlands, streams, steep slopes and wildlife corridors, which lessens the visual and noise impacts
of the freeway.

3. Historical Context

Kirkland and the Everest Neighborhood is located on the traditional land of the First Peoples of
Seattle, the Duwamish People. The Duwamish Tahb-tah-byook tribe once inhabited the Lake
Washington shoreline from Juanita Bay to Yarrow Bay, as described in more detail in the
Community Character Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan. Lake Washington offered an
abundance of riches, including wapatoes (a wetland tuber), tules, cedar roots, salmon, waterfowl,
berries, deer, muskrat, beaver and otter. The 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott guaranteed hunting and
fishing rights and reservations to all Tribes represented by the Native signers, including the
Duwamish People. In return for the reservation and other benefits promised in the treaty by the
United States government, the Duwamish People exchanged over 54,000 acres of its homeland.
Today those 54,000 acres encompass much of present-day King County, including Kirkland.
Unfortunately, the opening of the Lake Washington Ship Canal in the early 1900s had a
detrimental effect on the Duwamish People, lowering the level of the lake, affecting wetlands,
and diminishing traditional food sources.

Before the Everest neighborhood became part of Kirkland in 1949, it served as a largely
agricultural area providing fresh produce, dairy products, and eggs to Seattle residents.

The Everest neighborhood was the railroad gateway to Kirkland. In the early part of the 20th
century, goods and people primarily traveled over long distances either by ferry across the lake
or by rail on the Lake Washington Belt Line, later the Northern Pacific rail line, along what is now
the Cross Kirkland Corridor (CKC). Kirkland’s rail station was in the Everest Neighborhood, on
Railroad Avenue, just south of the Rotary Central Station picnic pavilion. Vestiges of an older
railroad right-of-way can be seen in the embankment in the woods directly to the east of Everest
Park. This was the railroad built to serve Peter Kirk’s steel mill in the late 1880s. The embankment
connects to the north with what is now Slater Street, which follows the route of this first railroad.
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tell the history of an area. At this time, there are no buildings, structures, sites or objects in the
Everest neighborhood listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places or designated
by the City of Kirkland. The City should continue to periodically survey buildings in the
neighborhood to identify and designate those of historic significance.

Policy EV-2: Provide markers and interpretive information at historic sites.

Providing markers and interpretive boards enables the community to have a link with the history
of the area. Attention should be given to celebrating the neighborhood’s history in an inclusive
way, including helping residents and visitors understand the history of the people who lived in
the area before the early pioneer settlers.

4. Natural Environment

Policy EV-3: Protect and enhance the natural environment in the Everest
Neighborhood.

Environmental policies for the Everest Neighborhood Plan strive to protect and enhance the
quality and function of the natural environment and protect life and property from environmental
hazards. The Everest neighborhood is located within the Moss Bay drainage basin and contains
multiple wetlands and streams (see Figures EV-1a-3). These natural features help maintain water
quality, recharge groundwater, provide wildlife and fish habitat, and provide open space and
aesthetic enjoyment. Figures EV-1a and EV-1b identify geologically hazardous areas within the
Neighborhood, including slopes with moderate to high landslide susceptibility and land with
potential for medium to high liquefaction during a seismic event. City regulations ensure that
activity in these areas address risks and impacts associated with development.

Policy EV-4: Maintain and restore the functional integrity of streams and wetlands.
Improve segments adjacent to the Cross Kirkland Corridor with native vegetation
during implementation of the CKC Master Plan.

Several open streams exist in the Everest Neighborhood and continue west through the Moss Bay
Neighborhood (see Figure EV-2), including Everest Creek. These streams should be preserved
and maintained in their natural state or restored to a natural condition for water quality in the
Moss Bay drainage basin and to provide wildlife habitat and natural open space amenities in the
area.

The Neighborhood also contains several wetland areas (see Figure EV-2) that provide important
water storage and surface water filtration functions, as well as providing habitat for wildlife. Many
of the wetland areas are now in public ownership. City regulations ensure that activity in or near
these critical areas mitigates environmental impacts associated with development.















0-4774 EXHIBIT |
Kirkland Comprehensive Plan Page 10/22
Everest Neighborhood Plan Update-Draft November 2021

5. Land Use

The Everest Neighborhood contains a mix of low to medium density residential neighborhoods,
light industrial technology, retail and office land uses. Portions of the Everest light industrial
technology and office areas are located within the boundaries of the Greater Downtown Urban
Center (see Land Use Element Figure LU-2).

Lower-density residential development is located in the central and eastern portions of the Everest
Neighborhood, whereas higher-density residential development is concentrated toward the south
and northeast. Light industrial and office development is clustered in the western part of the
neighborhocd and extends northeast along the Cross Kirkland Corridor.

Two prominent commercial landmarks are the Sierra Building at the north end of the
neighborhood and the large high technclogy corporate campus located in the industrial/office
area west of 6th Street South. The Houghton Everest Neighborhood Commercial area along NE
68th Street is a major gathering place for the neighborhcod.

Specific land use designations for the Everest Neighborhood are illustrated in Figure EV-3. These
designations are based on several factors including the natural environment, existing land uses,
proximity to shops and services, access to transit, proximity to the freeway, traffic patterns, and
other relevant concerns.

Residential

Policy EV-5: Lower-density residential areas may integrate a variety of smaller
compact housing options over time.

Everest’s lower-density residential areas contain many representatives of older housing stock
from Kirkland's early years as a city. Increasingly these older, smaller homes are being replaced
with newer, larger housing styles. As infill development continues throughout the neighborhood,
incorporating smaller housing options for people at a more moderate cost is encouraged, such as
accessory dwelling units, duplexes, triplexes, and cottages as allowed in all lower-density areas
by the Zoning Code.

Policy EV-6: Lower-density residential designations on the hillside east of Everest
Park, including missing middle housing types, should be maintained as shown on the
Land Use and Zoning Maps.

The hillside in the eastern portion of the Everest Neighborhood contains a low-density residential
land use designation. Vehicular access is limited, and perhaps for this reason, there is a quiet and
secluded character to this residential area. Due to the constraints of limited access and critical
areas of geologically hazardous slopes and water courses, the eastern portion of the Everest
Neighborhood should retain its low-density residential classification south of Alexander Avenue
and north of Alexander Avenue and south of Everest Park. Development should be subject to
critical area and tree retention regulations contained in the Zoning Code.
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Policy EV-7: Medium density residential development is permitted where indicated
and is not to spread further east.

Medium-density residential is appropriate as a transition and to lessen the visual impacts between
lower-density residential to the east and industrial land use and CKC on the west. Other
considerations for this medium-density designation are topography, irregular shaped lots, and
circulation is challenging and limited.

Future multifamily development in this area should not extend further to the east than existing
multifamily development (see Figure EV-3). Medium density development is appropriate for the
majority of the land east of Cedar Street. The existing apartment site located at the northeast
corner of the intersection of Cedar Street and Kirkland Avenue is appropriate for slightly higher
residential density, due to lack of environmental constraints, direct access onto Kirkland Avenue,
proximity to other lands of similar density (across Cedar Street), and the ability to physically
accommodate additional development with @ minimum of impacts to surrounding uses.

Policy EV-8: Land north of Kirkland Avenue and east of the multifamily development
adjoining Cedar Street is appropriate for medium-density development if designed to
minimize impacts to slopes.

This area contains steep sloped ravine with surface water and soils susceptible to high landslides.
Development should mitigate potential impacts to the ravine with geotechnical recommendations
and design approaches such as coordinated layout of parcels, aggregating parcels, clustering of
structures, reduced building footprints, maximizing tree and vegetation retention, and
consolidation of shared vehicle and pedestrian access from Kirkland Avenue.

Policy EV-9: Medium-density development along NE 68th Street and east of 6th Street
South is to be continued.

The southern portion of the Everest Neighborhood is impacted by the existence of a freeway
interchange and by heavy traffic volumes along NE 68th Street and 6™ Street South. South of 9th
Avenue South most land is developed with condominiums or apartments. This area is in close
proximity to shops, services and transit. To encourage increasing affordable housing in this area,
future redevelopment of multifamily uses in this area is encouraged to be built to maximum
permitted densities.

Commercial

Policy EV-10: A plan for future development of the Houghton/Everest Neighborhood
Center should help create a mixed- use neighborhood center that provides goods and
services to the local community and should be coordinated with the Central Houghton
Neighborhood.

The Land Use Element designates the Houghton/Everest Neighborhood Center as a commercial
and mixed-use area. It spans the north and south side of NE 68th Street and includes property
on the east side of 6th Street and 108th Avenue NE. The Houghton/Everest Neighborhood Center
located on the north side of NE 68% Street is located within the Everest Neighborhood. The
Neighborhood Center should serve the needs for goods and services of the local community. Uses
within the Neighborhood Center may include retail, restaurants, office, service businesses and
housing, with grocery and drug stores a high priority anchor to serve the everyday needs of the
community. Housing provides the opportunity for people to live close to shops, services,
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employment, transit and the Cross Kirkland Corridor. Redevelopment plans for properties on the
west side of 6th Street South/108th Avenue should promote a coordinated strategy for
redevelopment of the Neighborhood Center on both sides of NE 68th Street.

The following principles should be incorporated into development plans and standards for the
area:

e Preserve and enhance neighborhood-serving retail, especially grocery stores;
Promote a mix of complementary uses;
¢ Promote high quality design by establishing building, site and pedestrian design standards
and guidelines;
¢ Foster walkable neighborhoods and increased transit service;
Integrate affordable housing where possible;
Create gathering places and opportunities for social interaction.

Properties along 6th Street South, 108th Avenue NE and NE 68th Street are impacted by heavy
traffic volumes. Future redevelopment and transportation improvements should incorporate the
recommendations from the 6th Street Corridor Transportation Study. A new east/west connection
from 106th Avenue NE through the Neighborhood Center should also be considered.

Properties to the east of 6th Street South should be encouraged to develop together with joint
access off of 6th Street South.

Building heights should be allowed to step up to three stories if certain retail uses that primarily
serve the neighborhood are provided. Careful attention should be given through the design review
process to pedestrian orientation, building modulation, upper story setbacks, and use of materials
to reduce the appearance of bulk and mass.

With regard to building height, an additional two stories (five stories maximum) may be
authorized by a Master Plan, which is approved by the City Council after full legislative process
with opportunities for public participation. The Master Plan should include the following:

¢ Provision for traffic mitigation as recommended in the 6th Street Corridor Transportation
Study;

« Consclidation of the property on the northwest corner of NE 68th Street and 6th Street
South and property or properties west of the corner property;

e Compliance with the principles outlined above for development in this commercial area;
and

e A circulation plan and a driveway consolidation plan for the Everest portion of the
Houghton/Everest Neighborhood Center north of NE 68th Street.

The Zoning Map designates this area on the north side of NE 68™ Street as HENC 1 and HENC 3
zone. See the Zoning Code for allowed uses, development regulations and the Design Guidelines
for Pedestrian Oriented Development provide the design guidelines for future redevelopment of
the HENC zones.



0-4774 EXHIBIT |
Kirkland Comprehensive Plan Page 13/22
Everest Neighborhcod Plan Update-Draft November 2021

Policy EV-11: Promote land uses west of 6th Street South and along the Cross Kirkland
Corridor that minimize neighborhood impacts and enhance the multi-use corridor.

Light industrial and office uses exist and should continue to be permitted on the west side of 6th
Street South and to the northeast along the Cross Kirkland Corridor (CKC) to Kirkland Avenue
(see Figure EV-3). In this area there is a trend away from light industrial uses to office and other
uses. As redevelopment opportunities adjoining the Corridor arise, connections to the trail and
innovative uses that may benefit from pedestrian and bicycle trail users should be encouraged
including small retail, eating, drinking establishments or recreational uses. See Land Use Element
for Cross Kirkland Corridor Policies, and the CKC Master Plan and Zoning Code for development
standards for uses adjoining the CKC.

Further development in the industrial zones, however, should be subject to the following
standards in order to minimize impacts on residential uses and the existing character of the area:

(1) Industrial activities should not generate heavy volumes of truck traffic along residential
streets. Truck frequency, noise, and hazard can constitute a serious nuisance for
residential areas. Therefore, the expansion of existing industrial uses should be permitted
only if traffic impacts on residential areas are mitigated.

(2) The visibility of industrial operations (including manufacturing, processing, storage, and
shipping/receiving) from nearby residential development should be limited. Such industrial
operations should be oriented away from residential uses and should be visually screened
or completely enclosed within structures.

(3) The height of structures should not exceed 35 feet.

4 Hours of operation should be considered on a case-by-case basis depending on the
potential impact on the neighborhood. Industrial activities during evening or weekend
hours may be permitted if they are not disruptive to nearby residential areas.

(5) Adequate fencing, landscaping, and/or other visual screening should be provided between
residential uses and adjacent industrial developments and their related parking.

Policy EV-12: Professional office and medium density residential uses permitted east
of 6th Street South.

Land along the east side of 6th Street South north of the HENC area, is suitable for a variety of
professional office and medium density residential uses as a transition to the low density
residential area to the east and industrial-high technology area on the west side of 6% Street
South. Such development should be oriented toward and take access only from 6th Street South.
The easterly extension of such development also should be strictly limited to the midblock line
between 6th and 7th Streets South.
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6. Transportation

The circulation pattern in the Everest Neighborhood is well established, but new pedestrian and
bike connections to the BRT/Stride station and CKC are needed to more sustainably connect the
neighborhcod to regional destinations (see Figures EV-4, EV-5, and EV-6). Kirkland Way and NE
68th Street serve as major east/west corridors for through traffic. Sixth Street South is, and
should remain, the major north/south corridor for through traffic. Interstate 405 is located along
the eastern boundary of the Everest Neighborhood.

Streets

Policy EV-16: Improve vehicular circulation patterns and proportionately distribute
traffic on surrounding streets.

Vehicle traffic from larger employers and pass through traffic during commute times can result in
congested streets for residents wanting to travel within or to other parts of the city. Future
modifications to circulation patterns in the Everest Neighborhood should conform to the following
provisions. See also Figure T-28, Citywide Connections in the Transportation Chapter for potential
vehicle and pedestrian connections:

(1) Industrial traffic in residential areas should be discouraged.

Industrial access should be directed towards the nearest arterial street capable of handling
the traffic regardless of which neighborhood it is in. (see Figure EV-4).

(2) Kirkland Way and Cross Kirkland Corridor bridge.

Although Kirkland Way presently accommodates a significant amount of traffic, this route
poses several problems. The street is too narrow for pedestrians and bicyclists to pass
safely under the bridge due to the abutments. Signs and other safety measures continue
to be installed to warn trucks of the low clearance. Numerous truck accidents have
occurred in the vicinity of the Cross Kirkland Corridor bridge (old railroad crossing) because
of the low clearance height for trucks. The City should continue to find ways to solve these
mobility problems.

(3) Portions of 10th Street South to remain unopened to vehicular traffic.

Critical areas are present southeast of Everest Park and therefore, 10th Street South,
south of Slater Avenue South should be maintained and improved as a route for
nonmotorized use.

(4) Implement the recommendations of the 6™ Street Corridor Study.

(5) Add an east/west through block vehicle and pedestrian connection in HENC 1 when
redevelopment of parcels occurs (see Land Use section above and Zoning Code) to better
distribute increased traffic.

(6)  Support transportation measures that will reduce vehicle commuter or pass-through traffic
through the neighborhood.
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation

The 1-405 pedestrian overpass at the east end of Kirkland Avenue, and connecting pathways
through the north part of the neighborhood, serve as important pedestrian links between the
Moss Bay and Rose Hill Neighborhoods (see Figure E-5). Connections to the Cross Kirkland
Corridor provide a major pedestrian and bicycle route connecting the neighborhood to other City
and regional destinations.

The major pedestrian routes by which the majority of residents enter and traverse this
neighborhood are Kirkland Avenue, Kirkland Way, 116" Avenue NE, pedestrian freeway overpass,
6th Street South, and the Cross Kirkland Corridor. The majority of the neighborhood’s commercial
developments are located along these routes, and it is along these routes that impressions of
neighborhood character are formed. These routes should continue to be maintained.

Policy EV-17: Maintain and enhance the pedestrian/bicycle circulation system in the
neighborhood by providing improvements for pedestrians and bicycles according to
Figure EV-5, the Transportation Element, and consistent with the Transportation
Master Plan and future NE 85 Street/I-405 Station Area Plan.

Major pedestrian and bicycle pathways should be built through the area according to the
designations shown in Figures EV-5, EV-6 T-28 Citywide Connections Map, T-19 Bicycle Network,
and T.2.3 Greenways Map in the Transportation Element. Priority pedestrian and bicycle
connections include:

¢ From the north end of Slater Street to the BRT/Stride Station and pedestrian freeway
bridge.

¢ Unopened segments of 10th Street South, Alexander Avenue, and Slater Avenue South
contain unimproved pathways that provide important pedestrian connections through the
neighborhood. These pathways should be improved in a manner sensitive to the
surrounding critical areas while promoting access for additional users.

e Kirkland Way lacks sidewalks and bicycle lanes. The City should pursue funding for
sidewalk and bicycle improvements along the street to improve non-motorized access to
Downtown, the BRT/Stride Station, and Rose Hill.

e Portions of Kirkland Avenue have missing sections of sidewalks that impairs access to the
CKC, to Downtown, and Lake Washington. Kirkland Avenue is designated as a Greenway
the Transportation Element Figure T.2.3. The City should pursue funding sections of
missing sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure along the street to complete the pedestrian
and bicycle network to these key activity areas of the city.

¢ Pedestrian and bicycle access should be developed from the east end of 9th Avenue South
to NE 70th Street to provide convenient access to public transit facilities near Interstate
405.
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Policy EV-18: Support development of the Cross Kirkland Corridor as a multi-use
corridor for pedestrians and bicycles and increase access points along the corridor.

The Cross Kirkland Corridor provides an opportunity for a bicycle, pedestrian and high-capacity
transit corridor. With development, public access easements should be provided for properties
adjacent to the Cross Kirkland Corridor consistent with City regulations, the CKC Master Plan.
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7. Open Space/Parks

The Everest neighborhood contains several parks and open space offering opportunities for
recreation, places to gather, and natural areas including Everest Park and its natural areas, Ohde
Avenue Pea Patch Garden, the Rotary Central Station Pavilion and Feriton Spur Park located along
the CKC. Planned enhancements and recreational activities within the parks are contained in the
citywide Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Element and (PROS) Plan.

Policy EV-19: Enhance Everest Park facilities and open space.

Everest Park is a 23-acre community park featuring community youth playfields, playground,
picnicking areas, natural areas and trails. The playfields are used predominately by Kirkland
American Little League. Special emphasis should be placed on preserving, protecting, and
enhancing the park’s extensive forested areas and accompanying pocket wetlands. The natural
area in Everest Park is over 13 acres and includes wetland, forest and stream habitat. Kirkland's
Green Partnership program continues to provide upland and riparian plant restoration activities
as part of the ongoing stewardship program under the City of Kirkland 20 year Forest and Natural
Area Restoration Plan. The park features a section of Everest Creek. Stream restoration activities
should continue in the park, and opportunities to provide storm water educational/interpretive
information signage should be pursued. See PROS Plan for further details. Access to Everest Park
could be enhanced further by providing pedestrian/bicycle pathways as illustrated in Figures EV-
5 and EV-6.

Policy EV-20: Foster the public open space view corridors to Lake Washington,
Seattle, and the Olympic Mountains from public rights of way and parks.

One important open space of great community value is often overlooked. The street system
provides Kirkland's neighborhoods with a number of excellent local and territorial views. Such
“view corridors” lie within the public domain and are valuable for the beauty, sense of orientation,
and identity they impart (see Community Character and Open Space/Parks Chapter). Such view
corridors are to be identified, preserved, and enhanced. One means to this end may be the
undergrounding of utilities (see Public Services/Facilities Chapter).

Examples of where these visual amenities are located are described below:

e A view of the Olympics and Lake Washington is at NE 68th Street at the intersection of
6th Street South. The NE 68th Street/6th Street view can be significantly improved by
removing pole signs, lowering signs, or placing signs on the face of buildings in the area,
and either undergrounding or relocating overhead utility lines.

o The other major view in the Everest Neighborhood is located at the intersection of NE
85th Street and Kirkland Way. This location presents a sweeping territorial view of Lake
Washington, Seattle, the Olympic Mountains, and Downtown Kirkland (see Figure EV-5).

o The NE 70th Street overpass of I-405 serves as a pedestrian pathway connecting the
Everest and Bridle Trails Neighborhoods. It constitutes a gateway to these neighborhoods
from the Interstate. In addition to the pedestrian connection it provides to the eastside of
1-405, the overpass provides a territorial view of Evergreen Point, the floating bridge,
Madison Park, the Seattle Central Business District, and even the Space Needle.
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Policy EV-21: Access to Everest Park should be provided, particularly from the east
and southeast.

Residents in the eastern portion of the Everest area rely on Everest Park for a variety of
recreational needs. Therefore, it is essential to ensure that pedestrian access to the park will be
available, particularly from the east and southeast. New developments in these areas should
incorporate such access into their design.






