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RESOLUTION R-5386 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY SAFETY ADVISORY GROUP TO 
RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THE CAPITAL AND OPERATING 
ELEMENTS AND FUNDING STRUCTURES INCLUDED IN THE 
ENHANCED COMMUNITY SAFETY FIRE/ EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES MEASURE TO BE PLACED ON THE NOVEMBER 2020 
BALLOT. 



Community Safety Advisory Group

Delegate from each of the 12* neighborhood 

associations
Chair/Convener - Mayor Penny Sweet

Kirkland Downtown Association Rotary

Kirkland Chamber of Commerce Kirkland Safe

Northwest University Kirkland Indivisible

Lake WA Institute of Tech Google

Lake WA School District Realtor

Kirkland Interfaith Network Builder/Developer

Merrill Gardens Aegis Living Kirkland

Kiwanis Sophia’s Way

Evergreen Hospital Hopelink

Eastside Business Association Kirkland Business Roundtable

Houghton Community Council Planning Commission

Senior Council Youth Council

Two Community Members at Large



Date Curriculum/Timeline
-- 2019

September 3 Council provides direction on draft resolution and workplan

September 17 Council adopts resolution

-- Community Safety Advisory Group Begins

October 29 Fire/EMS 101 – What do we do and how - facilities, staffing

November 7 Tour of Facilities

November 21 Potential capital and operating ballot measure elements and costs

December 5 Kirkland budget overview/How property tax works, funding options

December 19 Evaluate Options 1 – Needed investments and how to pay for them

-- 2020

January 15 Evaluate Options 2

January 29 Draft Recommendations

February 20 Final Recommendation

March 5 If Needed

-- City Council Involvement Begins 

March 3 or 17 Council to Hear Recommendations from CSAG

July 7 or 21 Ballot Measure Public Hearing

July 7 Pro/Con Committee Appointments Authorized

July 21 Pro/Con Committee Appointments Confirmed

July 21 Last Council Meeting to Approve Ballot Measure Ordinance

August 4 Ballot Measure Resolution due to King County

August 7 Explanatory Statement Due

August 11 Pro/Con Statements Due

November 3 General Election
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"What is the Community Safety Advisory Group?" 

The Community Safety Advisory Group (ComSAG) will meet for the durat ion of 

October 2019 to March 2020 to review options to improve response t imes, 

keep stat ions seismically sound, and improve firefighter hea lth and safety. The 

ComSAG will review investments to accomplish these goals such as fire stat ion 

seismic renovation, expansion, addit ional firefighter staffing, potential training 

facilit ies, and funding mechanisms for a November 2020 ballot measure for 

Fire and Emergency Medical Services. The ComSAG's recommendation to the 

Council will be presented March of 2020. The group is chaired by Mayor Penny 

Sweet and is comprised of representat ives from the Juanita neighborhood, 

Finn Hill, Evergreen Hill, Market, Highlands, N. Rose Hill, Moss Bay, Lakeview, 

South Rose Hill/Bridle Trails. Kirkland Downtown Association, Northwest 

University, Kirkland Indivisible, Lake WA Institute of Technology. Google, Lake 

WA School District, Kirkland Interfaith Networks. Merrill Gardens, Kiwanis, 

KirklandSafe, Hopelink, Kir kland Business Roundtable, Evergreen Hospital, 

Houghton Community Council, Senior Counci l. Youth Council. and from the 

community at-large. 

Community members that are interest ed in learning along w ith the ComSAG 

will be able to access materials online on the CiI)! website after the meetings. 

"How Has the City Previously Funded Fire 
Stations?" 

Community Safety Advisory Group 

meet ings 

DATE 

Oct-ob er 29, 20 19 

Novem ber 7, 201 9 

Novem ber 21, 2019 

Decem ber 5, 201 9 

Decem ber 19, 201 9 

January 1 S. 2020 

January 29. 2020 

Feb ruary 11 , 2020 

March S. 2020 

MEETIN G TOPIC 

Fire & Emergency M edical 

Services 101 

• HistOfY. o ff :z:h e Ki rkland ;Fir e 

• S:ation life a nd Tra ining 

• De e!QY.!!!e nt a nd S:affing 

• ResQon se Times 

• Servin g an Evolv ing Kirk land 

• S:ation Re nova tio ns for 

Seismic Resil iency: a nd 

Firefigh ter Heatth a nd SafetY. 

• Ballo t M easure Elem ents & 

Tiers 

Statio n Tours 

QP-;era ting b allot measure 

elem ents an d costs 

Kirk land budget overview/How 

P-; r-OQer :_!:Y. ta x w o rks, fundin g 

Evaluate Opt io ns 1 - Needed 

invescmemsand how to p.ay 

for them 

Evaluate Opt io ns 2 - Need ed 

investments and how to pay for 

them 

Draft Recommendations 

Final Recommendations 



Community Safety Advisory Group 

meetings 

DATE 

October 29, 2019 

November 7, 2019 

November 21, 2019 

December 5, 2019 

MEETING TOPIC 

Fire & Emergency Medica l 

Services 101 

• Histocy of the Kirk land Fire 

DeP-artment 

• Stat ion Li fe and Training 

• DeP-IOY.ment and Staffing 

• ResP-onse Times 

• Serving an Evolving Kirkland 

• Stat ion Renovat ions for 

Seismic ResiliencY- and 

Firefighter Health and SafetY. 

• Ballot Measure Elements & 

Tiers 

Station Tours 

Potent ia I caP- it al and 

QP-erat ing ballot measure 

elements and costs 

December 19, 2019 

Ja nuary 15, 2020 

Ja nuary 29, 2020 

February 11, 2020 

March 5, 2020 

Kirkland budget overview/How 

P-roP-ettY. tax works, fund ing 

QP-tions 

Evaluate Options 1 - Needed 

investments and how to pay 

forthem 

Evaluate Options 2 - Needed 

investments and how to pay for 

them 

Draft Recommendatio ns 

Final Recommendations 
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Fire Station Set For Business -- New Kirkland Facility 
Expected To Fill Gaps In Central Part Of City 
By Peyton Whitely 
Seattle Times Eastside Bureau 

KIRKLAND 

Some painting still has to be finished and the final landscaping will have to wait until spring, but Kirkland's 

new Forbes Creek Fire Station is open for business. 

Two command vehicles, a fire engine and an aid unit already are in place at the station at Market Street 

and Forbes Creek Drive north of downtown. 

A formal dedication won't take place until next month or March. 

Because of budget constraints, the aid unit will provide the bulk of the station's services, with a lieutenant 

and a firefighter assigned full time to the station. On days when there are enough personnel available, a 

second firefighter will be stationed there. 

Even with the reduced staff, however, the station is expected to fill a major gap in Kirkland's fire-

protection coverage. 

"This was kind of like a huge hole in our area," said acting Deputy Chief Mike Haschak. 

While fire crews once were stationed in the central part of the city, services gradually moved to outlying 

areas as new stations were built in such places as Rose Hill, Houghton and Finn Hill. 

By 1991, calls for service were soaring, but the oldest part of the city was being served by the most 

distant stations. Later studies showed that calls grew from 2,000 a year in 1979 to 6,000 a year in 1996, 

and only 47 percent of the city met a response-time goal of five minutes during daylight hours. 

A $4.8 million bond issue was approved in 1992 for new stations, and a replacement was built on Rose 

Hill. Groundbreaking for the Forbes Creek station took place April 30. 

Built for $1.63 million, the 6,000-square-foot Forbes Creek station offers what must be one of the prettiest 

off-duty firefighting views in the region, with the station's kitchen and lounge area overlooking the 

wetlands of Forbes Creek, which form part of the city's Juanita Bay Park. 

The heart of the station is its garage area, which houses a 1981 fire engine, a couple of command 

vehicles and the aid unit, which already is responding to calls. 

Voter-Approved Bonds to Build Stations

• Station 25 - 1974

• Station 27 - 1974

• Station 22 - 1978

• Station 21 - 1992

• Station 26 - 1994

$545,000 for fire stations, trucks: 

District 41 to vote on bond 
Klng Collnl)' fire Proi«uon 

Dbtrid 41 will submit a $545,000 
bond l$s.ie to its l'Uttrs Nov. 2. 

The 

Ol$trlu 41 and the City of 
Kirkland F~ °'l)artmenl 

ResidtnlS ol the city will not 
volt on thebond_lssueO!' pay ror 

Bellevue. The new pumper 
would CllSt '6S~ and the 
rescue car wwld cost $10,000. 

M planned, tile Dell Slltiom 
would pro'Vlde - for puh!Jc 
me, as wdl u lacilillel t.o 
lllllntain I ~ cm, ol 

mi,JeSeattle «tme,s 

Low bid on fire station under estimate 



RESPONSE TIMES FIREFIGHTER HEALTH & 
SAFETY



• POTENTIAL BALLOT MEASURE ELEMENTS BALLOT MEASURE ELEMENT TOTALS 
Critical Needs 

I 
Levy Estimated Annual 

Median Home Cost 

Capital 2026 9.0C $65.88 

Operational 2021 7.7C $56.48 

Total 16.76( $122.36 

Remaining Strategic Plan and WSRB I I Estimated Annual 
Recommendations Levy Median Home Cost 

Capital 2021 0.29C $2.11 

Operational 2021 2.9C $21.98 

Total 3.23( $24.09 

0.9C $6.36 

1.1C: $8.1 7 
1.SC: $12.94 

l.3C: $9.56 

2.6C $18.83 

2.6C $18.83 



Questions?


