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CITY OF KIRKLAND
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA 98033 
425-587-3000

MEMORANDUM 

To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

From: Michael Olson, Director of Finance and Administration 
Emilee Ferguson, Acting City Clerk

Date: September 10, 2025

Subject: Acceptance of Petition G-25-246 – Upper Highlands Water Pressure 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the City Council formally accepts the petition and provides direction for 
next steps regarding Petition G-25-246. The Council action should reflect one of the following 
options: 

1. Accept the petition for further study.
2. Accept the petition and refer to staff for follow up.
3. Accept the petition and determine that no further action is needed.

Staff recommends Option 2: that the Council accept the petition and refer it to staff for follow-up. 
Staff would then return to the Council with a recommendation for next steps. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Staff received a petition on September 2, 2025, requesting the City to make a written 
commitment to implement a permanent engineering solution that restores previous water 
pressure levels in Kirkland's Upper Highlands neighborhood.  
Per the Council Policies and Procedures 3.08, Council will take a formal vote on the petition 
providing direction, which may be one of three options. 
Staff recommends option 2, that Council accepts the petition and refers it to staff for follow 
up. 

BACKGROUND: 

On September 2, 2025, during the City Council’s regular meeting, a petition was submitted to the 
City Council by the residents of the Upper Highlands Neighborhood, urging the City of Kirkland to
implement a permanent engineering solution that restores previous water pressure levels in the 
Upper Highlands neighborhood. The petition was forwarded to the City Clerk’s Office for 
acknowledgement and filing on September 2, 2025. It was assigned as Petition G-25-246. 
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DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:

In accordance with Section 3.08 of the City Council’s Policies and Procedures regarding petitions, 
this Petition G-25-246 is presented to the City Council for action as described below. 
 

Section 3.08 Petitions. 
In the event that the Council is presented with a petition from a community 
member, the Council will take a formal vote providing direction which may include 
any of the following options: 

1.  Accept the petition for further study. 
2.  Accept the petition and refer to staff for follow-up. 
3.  Accept the petition and determine that no further action is needed. 

Any petition referred to a Council Committee or staff will be presented at a 
subsequent regular meeting with an explanation of the resolution. In order to be 
considered complete, a petition should include each signer’s name and their city 
of residence. 

Staff recommends that Council select Option 2, accepting the petition and referring it to staff for 
follow up. 
Solving the water pressure issue is a high priority for staff.  Some steps that are already being 
taken include:   
 

 Exploring how to evolve the grant program for businesses in the Highlands impacted by 
the lower pressure such as the landscaping business and the swim school that testified 
at the Council.    

 Evaluating “early action” options to include in the CIP update that will come before the 
Council in November /December ahead of the 2026 Water General Plan update.  

 Scheduling an update to the Council on the Highlands and other areas of the City that 
have fire flow issues in response to the calendar request before the end of the year. 

 Continuing to meet and confer with any affected residents or businesses.  
 Extending the timeline for applications to the grant program.  

 
More details will follow in future Council meetings. 
 
NEXT STEPS:

If Council chooses Option 2, staff will follow-up on the petition and return to Council with 
recommended next steps. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 – G-25-246 – Upper Highlands Water Pressure Petition 
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