
CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Building Department
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033 
www.kirklandwa.gov 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

From: Adam Weinstein, AICP, Director of Planning and Building 
Lynn Zwaagstra, Director of Parks and Community Services 
Dawn Nelson, Planning Manager 
Leslie R. Miller, Human Services Supervisor 

Date: April 21, 2021 

Subject: AFFORDABLE HOUSING WEEK PROCLAMATION 

RECOMMENDATION   
It is recommended that the Mayor proclaim May 9 to May 15, 2021 as Affordable Housing Week 
in Kirkland. 

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
Affordable Housing Week is an annual initiative sponsored by the Housing Development 
Consortium to highlight the need for affordable housing in King County.  Through education and 
advocacy, the Housing Development Consortium works collaboratively with public and private 
organizations to meet the housing needs of limited-income people throughout the region.  The 
Consortium comprises over 160 member organizations. 

On April 21, 2021, the 
Housing Development 
Consortium of Seattle-King 
County awarded Kirkland the 
2020 Municipal Champion 
Award, which recognizes the 
bold actions Kirkland has 
taken to increase Missing 
Middle Housing types across 
the city in order to promote 
greater housing affordability. 
The news release about the 
City receiving this award can 
be found on the City’s 
website: 

https://www.kirklandwa.gov/Whats-Happening/News/2020-Municipal-Champion-Award 

Affordable Housing Week is usually held in the spring and is marked by a series of live events 
throughout the County to heighten awareness of the need for more affordable housing. Due to 
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COVID-19, Affordable Housing Week this year will be celebrated through a variety of virtual 
events focused on learning about housing policies under the theme “Housing is Healthcare.”  
Registration details and information about scheduled events during the week can be found at 
the Consortium’s website: https://www.housingconsortium.org/affordable-housing-week/. 
 
Two documents produced by the Housing Development Consortium are attached. Attachment A 
provides data on King County’s affordable housing gap, and Attachment B provides Kirkland 
data on the relationship between housing and health.  In addition, a wealth of data about the 
current state of homelessness in King County can be found at: 
https://regionalhomelesssystem.org/regional-homelessness-data/. 
 
A representative from the Housing Development Consortium will attend the City Council 
meeting to receive the proclamation. 
 
 
Attachments: A – King County Housing Gaps 
                    B – Healthy Housing in Kirkland 
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ATTACHMENT A 

HOUSING 
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5,485 
people living without 

shelter 1 

295,000 
households spend over ----30% ----0 --------of their income on housing

2 ------=-
of renters spend more than 

30% their income on 
housing3 

___ -----------
KING COUNTY'S 

AFFORDABLE 

$1920 
Median rent for a 1 

bedroom apartment 
... a $300 increase in 2 

years 4 

A King County resident must earn 

$29.69 per hour 

HOUSING 

54,000 
more homes affordable to 

households with incomes 
less than 30% AMI are 

needed to meet demand s 

to afford a two- bedroom apartment 6 

school children 

8 411 without homes in the 
, 2015-16 school year7 

Only 3 out of 10 
rental homes are affordable 
to extremely low income 
families 8 

I Al Home KJ~oun~y. ~led Survey Resea:ch. ··count us In 2017 Comprenensive Report.• Acce1sed JUiy 6, 2017. htt~://allhomekc.o.-g/wp-con1ent/up10ads/2016/I 1/2017-King-PfT-Counl-ComprehenWe-Report-flNAL-DRAfT-5.31.17 pdl 
~ ~ County. 16 King ountyCornprehenswe Pion Update Techrucol Appendix B: Housing: Accessed July 6, 2017. tll')://www.kingcounty.gov/-/medio/Covncil/documents/CompPlon/2016/2016-0155/AppendixBHO\Jslog.oshxi1oc:cen 

4 Ibid. 

~ ~~--~er~rR:~~hl~rrc~J~i l-~~~~~:~~~tI~ril~1~_2:;>.1,~J~~~~~~~i~~~ro~ch/public/County/County_MedionRentalPrlce_l6edroom.cw 
7 Dye<. Melinda: and Jordyn Creen~omeless Slvdent ~to: 2015-16.: Office of the Superintendent of Pubic lnslruction.Accessed July 6. 2017. www.kl2.wo.us/legiSGov/2017documents/20l 7-01 -HomelessEducotion.odl 
8 King County. 2016 King County Comprehensive f'kln Update Technica( Appendix B: Hou~ng. Accessed July 6. 2017. http://www.lcingcounly.gov/~/media/Council/documenls/CompPlon/2016/2016-0155/AppendixBHOUSlng.oshx?la=en 



ATTACHMENT A 

GAPS BY REGION 
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.. King County's affordable housing gap is largest for households with incomes 30% AMI or less 

... No cit y in King County is meet ing t he proportional need for homes affordable to households with incomes>/= 30% AMI 

... Gaps are largest in Seattle, North, and East King County 

GAPS BY CITY 
Affordable homes needed to achieve county-wide proportional need now and in 2030 

East 
0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80%AMI 

South 
0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80%AMI 

2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 

Beaux Arts Village 18 18 18 18 20 20 Algona 115 138 Met Met Met Met 
Bellevue 4,958 7,032 4,573 6,647 Met 1,138 Auburn 2,359 3,514 Met Met Met Met 

Bothell 712 1,169 64 521 Met 128 Burien 1,054 1,587 Met Met Met Met 
Clyde Hill 105 106 97 98 134 136 Des Moines 834 1,194 Met Met Met Met 

Hunts Point 22 22 10 10 26 26 Federal Way 3,178 4,150 Met Met Met Met 
Issaquah 1,209 1,899 1,184 1,874 171 1,091 Kent 3,410 4,522 Met Met Met Met 
Kenmore 812 1,232 262 682 Met 319 Milton 303 309 178 184 Met Met 
Kirkland 3,861 4,890 2,262 3,291 Met 1,121 Normandy Park 226 240 Met Met 251 271 
Medina 107 109 83 85 137 140 Pacific 194 229 Met Met Met Met 

Mercer Island 926 1,166 911 1,151 1,045 1,365 Renton 2,993 4,773 Met 1,068 Met Met 
Newcastle 423 567 383 527 21 213 SeaTac 862 1,558 Met Met Met Met 
Redmond 2,237 3,461 1,607 2,831 Met 1,178 Tukwila 694 1,276 Met Met Met Met 

Sammamish 1,823 2,324 1,679 2,180 Met 2,428 Total 16,222 23,489 178 2,252 251 271 
Woodinville 431 761 302 662 Met 108 

Yarrow Point 52 54 44 46 39 42 
Total 17,696 24,842 13,479 20,625 1.603 9,452 

0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80%AMI 

0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80%AMI South East 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 

North 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 Black Diamond 186 414 Met 179 137 441 
Covington 662 838 337 513 Met Met 

Lake Forest Park 564 621 409 466 182 258 Enumclaw 295 466 Met Met Met Met 
Shoreline 1,723 2,323 773 1,373 Met Met Maple Valley 784 1,000 605 821 Met 201 

Total 2,287 2,944 1,182 1,839 1,193 258 Total 1,927 2,719 942 1,513 137 642 

North East 
0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80% AMI 

Seattle 
0-30%AMI 30%-50%AMI 50%-80%AMI 

2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 2016 2030 

Carnation 88 127 Met 32 Met 36 Total 17,161 27,481 2,341 12,661 Met 7,125 
Duvall 261 398 81 218 168 351 

North Bend 167 246 27 106 Met 60 
Skykomish 8 9 Met Met Met Met 

Snoqualmie 342 536 338 532 303 561 
Total 866 1,317 446 888 471 1,008 

Note: Gap calculations are based on King County goals, which are not necessarily reflective of existing demand. Meeting a county goal does not imply that there is enough 
housing stock to meet the needs of households of all incomes in a particular city. 



ATTACHMENT B 

Housing & Health in Kirkland 
The relationship between health and home is well-studied and w idely-recognized: 

the health of our bodies depends on the health of our homes 

Healthy housing is affordable, safe, and supportive 
A healthy home is one where the p hysical, mental, and socioeconomic environment supports the well-being of 
household members. It is free from hazards like pests or structural deficiencies. It does not impose a c ost burden, 
ensuring household income can be spent on other needs such as food and healthcare. 

It should be possible for every Kirkland resident to live in a healthy home. 

0 
Affordable 

Less tha n 30% of 
household income is 

spent on housing, 
ensuring there is 

enough for healthy 
food, health care, 
and other needs 

0 
Safe 

Home is free from 
hazards such as toxins, 

pests, and structural 
problems 

Supportive 
Household members 

are supported in 
making healthy 

choices, achieving 
educational and 

economic success, 
and engaging with 

their community 

Healthy housing is c ritical to wel l-being 

Hallmarks ef Health Pr~ 1 Housinq 
Pest-free 
Contaminant-free 
Ventilated 
Maintained 

N
Adequate plumhina Jr k 'tch 
ot crowded J 

I en 
AfFordahlei 

Research shows that affordable, healthy homes are positively correlated to physical and psychological well being. 

• 

Poor housing quality is the most consistent a nd strongest p redictor 
o f emotional and behavioral proble ms in children and youth 

Households who spend less on housing are less likely to experienc e 
residentia l instability, which is associated with reduced mental and 
physic al health outc omes 

Residentia l exposures are major contributing factors to serio us 
illnesses 



ATTACHMENT B 

Impacts of healthy housing 
barriers in Kirkland 
HUD's defined housing problems include overcrowding, inadequate plumbing, inadequate 
kitchen facilities. and cost-burden. The National Healthy Housing Standard (NHHS) builds on 
these to include structural integrity, safety & security, heating & energy, moisture. waste, 
pest management and chemical agents. 

+ 
Injuries al home account lor 

4 million emergency 
department visits and 70.000 

hospital admissions 
nationwide 

Leaky, saggy roofs & 
broken windows cause 

mold, increasing the risk for 
asthma and other serious 

health problems 
(( : 

I 

40% 
~ 
of childhood asthma 
cases are attributable 
to residential 
exposures 

\q----
$2,584 

Annual expenses for as-hma 
reloted treo:men:, per 

hovsehold 

4.3 million 
Days of lost productivity 
due to asthma in 
Washington adults 
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Barriers to Healthy 
Housing 

households in Kirkland are cost burdened 
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Over­
crowding 

Non­
functioning 

heal 
>> 

The presence of pests 
'-. can increase the risk of 3x 
'I hospitalization by up to: 

>> 
Kirkland 
households 
are over­
crowded 

Over-uowdin1 ts linked to 
hiqher (~!es of i~diOl/5 
c.lls'ease k~ru111iSsion 

Malfunctioning or poorly 
maintained HY AC systems pose 
safety and health risks including fire 
and exposure to carbon monoxide 

: )'- 49010 of !(irldand households have 
: 'I /( a nsk of lead exposure 

$5,600 
1 year of n,ecrcal & special 
education for a ser.ovsty 

l"• Q,PQiSOne:Q i;;,_h Id 

Le~d at ~n~ level htli toxic. effids 
on !he nervovs s1ste111 and c.oqnctive 
develof111ent, esfeuall~ in children. 

~cl=~~R~:euk~ih ~~0~: ~~~~t!i~;nth~r~i~~ ~~rl~~~~~~Y,~~~i~i~tur.;~~o~~e:f~:~~~n~°fl fi~0d~~h;~~e~1~ii~~6naJ o nd Behovio,al Probfenu.w M acArthur 
Foundotlon. 'liow Hovsing Molters." September 2013. Web. 

'leod free Kids: Nofionc! lead Poisoning Prevention Week 2015.• Web blog post. "Your Heotth- Your Environment." Centers fOf Disease Control and Ptevention. 26 Oct 2015. 
King Counry Housing Repair Program. "Area summary ol HRP Activity." 2015. Web. 

~~~~~s~~:~~~~~~~s~:~h6u~:~c~n°F~j~i!~~e~~2rit1hl :~~~~~c~~i~i~ ~~e~~8.s. Census Bu-eou's American Community Survey 
Office, 2014. Web. United Stoles Deportment of Housing end Utbon Development. Office of Policy Deve'opment and Research. Compre hensive 
Housing AHordobiity Strategy [CHAS). Web. 

Verrenti, Catherine. and Mitche! Honnoosh. Getting to Healthy Hou~ng In South King Covnry. Rep. Seattle: Houting Development Consortium oi Seattle-King County1 2016. 
Web. 

For more infographics like this one, visit 
housingconsortium.org I HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT 
CO/IS()t'( I II/ti 



Proclaiming May 9 - 15, 2021 as 
“Affordable Housing Week” in Kirkland, Washington 

WHEREAS, all people should have access to safe, healthy, and affordable homes within communities that 
provide opportunity; and  

WHEREAS, housing stability and staying physically distant from those outside of one’s household has become 
the state’s core public health strategy during the COVID-19 Pandemic; and   

WHEREAS, Governor Inslee has recognized the correlation between housing access and vulnerability and has 
extended a residential eviction moratorium through June 30, 2021, to prevent families and individuals from 
losing their housing; and  

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recognizes safe, healthy, and affordable housing 
within communities as key social determinants of health; and  

WHEREAS, the King County community has responded to the historic challenges presented by the pandemic, 
by delivering direct supports to families and individuals in precarious housing situation but the need for 
affordable homes across King County prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and the number of people experiencing 
homelessness had remained at crisis levels; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland, recognizing the multiple public health benefits of community members 
remaining housed, has provided extra funding during the COVID-19 Pandemic to services supporting housing 
stability including rental, mortgage and utility assistance, food and other basic needs support, and day camps 
for children; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland has a long history of commitment to the preservation and creation of 
affordable housing resulting in significant numbers of affordable units throughout the City, including as a 
founding and current member of A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) and through legislative and zoning 
actions and investing of millions of dollars in housing into the ARCH Housing Trust Fund; and 

WHEREAS, everyone benefits from affordable housing, including the people who reside in these properties, 
their neighbors, schools, businesses, employers, and the community as a whole; and  

WHEREAS, united to raise public awareness, people, organizations, and communities throughout King County 
are participating in local Affordable Housing Week activities to elevate the critical need to create healthy 
communities with ample affordable housing; and  

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2021, the Housing Development Consortium of Seattle-King County awarded Kirkland 
the 2020 Municipal Champion Award, which recognizes the bold actions Kirkland has taken to increase Missing 
Middle Housing types across the city in order to promote greater housing affordability; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland endorses the goals, objectives, and purposes of Affordable Housing Week, and 
in doing so, firmly recommits itself to ensuring that our community’s recovery from the crises at hand is 
equitable, and that all people in Kirkland live with dignity in safe, healthy, and affordable homes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Penny Sweet, Mayor of Kirkland, do hereby proclaim May 9 – 15, 2021 as Affordable 
Housing Week in Kirkland. 

Signed this 4th day of May, 2021 

Penny Sweet, Mayor 

A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND

Attachment C
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