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CRITERIA AND ELEMENTS
An applicant for recognition should satisfy the listed minimum number of the elements from
each of the three (3) criteria listed below. Applicants must meet the eligibility requirement listed
in Criterion I, must meet at least two (2) of the elements from Criterion I, and must meet at least
one (1) of the elements from Criterion IlI.
In addition, the applicant must also furnish a history of achievements. These achievements
must have occurred at least one calendar year prior to submission of the application. The honor
cannot be conferred unless the history is provided.
Applicants will be reviewed by the Kirkland Park Board, whose decision will be final.
CRITERION |
LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL, OR INTERNATIONAL LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

The following basic eligibility requirement must be met before a nominee can be considered for
possible induction.

ELEMENTS:

1.1 Level of Achievement

The level of achievement by the individual or team must be explicitly stated and should be the
highest possible level of achievement in fields such as science, education, athletics, the arts
(music, drama, literary, fine arts, etc), medicine, debate, etc.

The Plaza of Champions is not intended to recognize lifelong or enduring achievement in a
particular field unless the applicant has previously received an award for such lifelong
achievement.

This basic achievement element also provides the opportunity for nomination of first-time
achievements (examples: first Kirkland resident to swim the English Channel, first Kirkland
individual or group to participate in a national competition, etc.).

If it is not possible to identify the highest possible level of achievement, the applicant must
provide a detailed explanation as to why the achievement is considered to be exceptional.

CRITERION II
IDENTITY WITH GREATER KIRKLAND

Applicant must consider Kirkland to be his/her home or identify with Kirkland in such a way that
the Kirkland community recognizes the applicant as a “Kirklander.”
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At least two (2) of the following elements must be met before a nominee can be considered for
possible induction.

ELEMENTS:
2.1 Born in the Kirkland area.

This means that the parent(s) were residing in Kirkland at the time of the candidate’s
birth.

2.2 Currently resides in Great Kirkland area.

Applicant currently has a Kirkland address. Applicant must live at this address at least
six months of the year.

2.3 Lived in Greater Kirkland area for at least ten years or longer and consider
Kirkland their home town.

24 Has improved the quality of life in Greater Kirkland.

2.5 Worked (or has worked) within the community or owns a business in Greater
Kirkland area.

The applicant is a past or present Kirkland area business owner or worker who has
contributed in a special way to the community.

2.6 None of the above.

An applicant may still be considered even if the preceding elements do not apply.

Substantial documentation, however, will be required in this instance so as to

demonstrate the applicant’s identity with Greater Kirkland.

CRITERION 1lI
SIGNIFICANCE OF ACHIEVEMENT

The applicant must fully explain the significance of the achievement. It must be further specified
if the achievement is the result of an individual or team effort. No individual members of a team

will be recognized. The team members, however, may be recognized by name.

At least one (1) of the following elements must be met before a nominee can be considered for
possible induction.

ELEMENTS:
31 Recognition of the achievement by the Kirkland community.

Applicant must submit a statement which explains how the community has been affected
by the achievement as well as the manner in which the community was informed (e.g.,
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3.2

3.3

3.4

press coverage received subsequent to achievement — include press clippings and any
other examples of media coverage).

Peers recognize this achievement as outstanding.

Persons in the same field must recognize the achievement as outstanding and worthy of
recognition. A statement of endorsement for the applicant from leaders in the applicant’s
field is expected. The peer group may include a person, or persons, residing outside the
Kirkland area.

Played a key role in a group effort which without this individual’s achievement
would not have taken place.

The candidate formed an organization or group and was instrumental in making it
operational. The group or organization benefited the community in a demonstrable way.

The achievement has improved the quality of life for a large segment of
Greater Kirkland area residents.

For example, the achievement may have resulted in increased educational or
recreational opportunities for area residents.

HISTORY REQUIREMENT

The history and description of the achievements must be in narrative form and in
sufficient detail to completely support the conferring of this award. The person or
persons writing the history must provide sufficient in-depth history to enable future
readers to completely appreciate the significance of the applicant’s contribution. Include,
if possible, documents, press clippings, photos, or other examples of media coverage
related to the achievement.

If the history is written by anyone other than the applicant, it must be read and signed by
the applicant (when possible) and thus documented as a true and accurate account. If
the award is conferred, the history will be placed in the Kirkland Library to serve as a
reference and permanent record of the achievement.
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ATTACHMENT 2

KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS HONOREES

JoAnne Gunderson Carner
Rick Acton

Dorothy "Didi" Anstett

Hot Dog U.S.A.

1980 Kirkland National Little
League All-Stars

1982 Kirkland National Little
League All-Stars

1975 Tyee/Bel-Kirk Senior
Babe Ruth Team

Andrew Okada

Steven Earl Todd

Demetri Corahorgi

1974 Kirkland National Little
League Girls’ Softball Team

1980, 1990, 1991 Northwest
College Women's Basketball Teams

Julie Ann Gregg

Chris Sharp

Rick Colella

1993 Kirkland/District 9 Big
League Softball Team

Maxine Conover

Glen Ethier

1963 Lakeside Gravel Baseball Team

Randall Garretson

Chris Warren
Billy and Cory Roeseler

Kathy Smith Connor

L.P.G.A. Hall of Fame Golfer
N.W.P.G.A. Champion Golfer

1968 Miss U.S.A.

World Champion Rope-Skipping Team
3rd Place in Little League World Series
Little League World Series Champions

Babe Ruth Baseball World Champions

Collegiate Boxing Champion
Champion Wheelchair Athlete
Medal of Honor Recipient

2nd Place in Little League World Series

National Christian College Athletic
Association National Champions

Bicycle Racing Champion

1990 Peabody Award for Excellence in Broadcast
Journalism

1976 Olympic Bronze Medalist - Swimming

Little League World Champions

1958 U.S. National Women's Bicycling Champion

1972 International Broadcasting Award and 1973

CLIO Awards for Excellence in Broadcast Advertising

1963 Connie Mack Baseball National Champions

1964 Junior National Ski Jumping Champion
1964 Nordic Combined Junior National Champion

2008 Emmy Award Excellence in Broadcasting

Inventors and Pioneers of the Sport of Kiteboarding

Competitive Swimming Champion



Attachment 3
Attachment 3: Nomination for Wes Carpenter

October 4, 2020

Ms. Susan Baird-Joshi

Ms. Amanda Judd

Ms. Uzma Butte

Mr. Richard Chung

Mr. Mike Holland

Mr. Daniel Triplett

Parks and Community Services
Plaza of Champions

123 Fifth Avenue

Kirkland, WA 98033

RE: Nomination for Plaza of Champions for Wes Carpenter
Dear Members of the Kirkland Park Board,

My name is Shelli Craig and I’'m a 4th generation Kirkland resident. In September my mom and |
signed up for the Parks Department Scavenger Hunt about the History of Kirkland. In working
through the historic clues with my mom and dad | realized how much they know about
Kirkland. They both were born in the Kirkland Hospital and have lived in Kirkland their entire
lives. While working on the clues one of them lead usto the Plaza of Champions at the Marina.
There we had to find the name of a local military person that is honored there for receiving a
medal serving in the U.S. Navy. | realized then that my dad, Wes Carpenter, should also be
honored in the Plaza of Champions. While serving in Vietnam he received Bronze Star Medal for
Heroism with Valor and the Army Commendation Medal for saving many lives.

| believe he is truly a Kirkland hero and upstanding citizen. It has been 53 years since his
honorable discharge from the Army and | believe honoring my dad in the Plaza would be an

appropriate honor to bestow upon this great Kirkland native, and generous, wonderful man.

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination.

Shelli Craig

Enclosures:
Nomination Application Form
Presentation of Wes Carpenter’s tour in Vietham
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Name of Honored Group or Individual:
Wesley “Wes” Robert Carpenter

Achievement or Award to be Recognized:
Bronze Star Medal for Heroism _\nﬂth VanL and Army Commendation Medal

Date or Dates of Achievement or Award:
1966

Name of Person(s) Submitting Application:
Name: She"i CTaig

Address:
City:

emai. N

Phone:

Relationship to Honored Group or Individual:
Daughter

If applicable, list members of Group and their roles:

(attach extra page if necessary)

If applicable, list other key individuals and their roles (coach, parent, sponsor, teacher, etc.):

(attach extra page if necessary)

Agreement

In submitting this application, | understand that the applicant must meet the required
qualifications and that this application will be reviewed by the Kirkland Park Board, and that their
decision will be final. | further understand that if this application is accepted, a fee of $200 will be
paid to the City of Kirkland to cover the cost of the plagque, engraving, installation, and
maintenance. The plaque will not be installed until all application materials are received and the
fee has been pai

signed:__AItl|/u / Ag Date: }b}(‘lJQCﬁCJ

Signed: Date:
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KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS
Application Form
Criterion Il

SIGNIFICANCE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Name of Applicant: Wesley “Wes” Robert Carpenter

Please explain how the applicant meets at least one (1) of the elements listed for this eligibility
requirement. Attach extra pages as necessary.

Element Explanation:

3.1 Recognition of the achievement by the Kirkland community — The community of Kirkland back in
1966 took pride in that one of their sons was honorably serving the country in the U.S. Army. The
community was kept up to date on the status of Wes while he was deployed in Vietnam in several
articles that were published about him in The Eastside Journal (attached). The Eastside Journal at that
time covered Kirkland, Redmond, Bellevue and Bothell and was the prominent news source. The
Eastside Journal was being sent to Wes in Vietnam through the Courtesy of the Kirkland Jaycees and The
Journal as stated at the end of one of the published articles about Wes titled Local soldier one of two not
hurt in V.C. ambush.

3.2 Peers recognize this achievement as outstanding — The Army Award Announcement letters for the
Bronze Star and Commendation medal are attached. These letters state that the achievement of these
medals is for Carpenter’s actions which “are in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service
and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United States Army. By the
direction of the Secretary of the Army”

3.3 Played a key role in a group effort which without this individual’s achievement would not have
taken place - The Army Award Announcement letters for the Bronze Star and Commendation medal are
attached. These letters state the actions of Wes which resulted in saving the lives of fellow military
members. Stated in the Award of the Bronze Star Medal for Heroism, “His prompt actions saved the
lives of many comrades who would have bled to death if left unattended.” Stated in the Award of the
Army Commendation Medal, “The outstanding courage displayed was directly responsible for saving the
lives of several men.”

3.4 The achievement has improved the quality of life for a large segment of Greater Kirkland area
residents — While on tour in Vietnam he was given a day off and went into Saigon. He had been
fortunate enough to bring along a camera and took many pictures of the landscape, town, and people of
Saigon to share when he came home. After returning from Vietnam, Wes didn"t talk much about his tour
and didn’t consider himself a hero. However, when asked by Lake Washington High School to come to
classes to share what he learned about Vietnam he graciously brought along his slides and shared them
with the classes. He talked about the beauty of the landscape and the welcoming nature of the
Vietnamese people in Saigon. The pictures of those Saigon slides are included in the attached
presentation of Wes’s tour in Vietham. Wes represented the City of Kirkland honorably while serving in
the military and continues to do so as an upstanding citizen.
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Wesley “Wes” Robert Carpenter

1966 2020

Nomination for The Plaza of Champions for Heroic actions that lead
to receijving the Bronze Star Medal for Heroism with Valor and the
Army Commendation Medal

Identify with Greater Kirkland

Wes Carpenter is a 3rd generation Kirkland resident. Wes’ maternal grandparents moved to Kirkland in 1925
shortly after moving to the country from New Westminster, British Columbia when his mom, Ella, was 3 years
old. He was born at the Kirkland Hospital on December 29, 1943 when his parents Elmer and Ella Carpenter
lived on a farm in Houghton. When Wes was 5 years old his dad completed building their family home in North
Rose Hill and they moved to Slater Ave NE where he lived the rest of his childhood. He attended Rose Hill
Elementary, Kirkland Jr. High and graduated from Lake Washington High School where he still attends the
Golden Grad class reunions. His mom's parents lived on the property that is now Costco and his dad's parents
lived on property off 132nd in North Rose Hill. His dad worked at the Kirkland Shipyards, fought forest fires in
Eastern Washington as a volunteer firefighter and retired from US Plywood in Ballard. Those who sewed in
Kirkland back in the 70-80's would know Wes’ mom Ella Carpenter as her dad had been a tailor and taught her
how to make clothes which made her the expert at the local fabric store where she worked for many years.
Ella was an avid gardener and grew many Rhododendrons. When she was working for Griswold Nursery in

South Rose Hill the staff, while visiting Ella’s home, discovered a new species of Rhododendrons which had



formed in her garden. Shortly before her death in 2006 that flower was recognized as a new species and
named the Ella Carpenter. Wes is one of 5 children in the Carpenter family, all still living, that lived and raised
families in Kirkland.

One of Wes’ first jobs was working at Rocket U-Save Qil Co. gas station in Houghton. He made the newspaper
for trying to stop a robbery. Wes married his Lake Washington High School sweetheart and Houghton native,
Carol Wilson, daughter of Clyde and Senja “Pat” Wilson. Her dad was a Houghton Police Officer and reserve
Firefighter, and a mechanic for Smith Gandy Ford and HOS trucking. Shortly after his wedding Wes was
deployed to Vietnam. When he returned from Vietnam, he rented a home on Slater until he built his house on
his parent’s property also on Slater. In 1969 he moved his family into the finished home and still resides there
today.

His wife, Carol, became a Hairdresser and worked at the Hair Tamer in Kingsgate before Wes converted one
side of their garage into a hair salon so she could work from home to be there for their two children, Eddy and
Shelli. In the late 1960s Wes coached many years of little league. He then went on to coach the Kirkland Babe
Ruth team, sponsored by Bel-Kirk Motors, for a few years and the team won two Regional Tournaments and
two State Championships. He also served as the Chinook League as President and as Assistant State Director
for two years. Wes’ dad died when Wes was 28. His youngest sister and brother were still attending Lake
Washington High School at the time. Later when his sister got married, he took the place of his dad to give her
away at her wedding. Wes worked his way up in the Langendorf Bread Company and finished his career in a
regional position at Associated Grocers before retiring in 2006. He raised his children in Kirkland through
baseball and softball leagues, and now his 5% generation Kirkland resident grandson attends Lake Washington
High School, Conner Craig. He takes pride that his daughter, Shelli Craig, has been serving the City as an
employee for over 15 years. Wes has many siblings, cousins, nieces and nephews that still reside in Kirkland.
He considers Kirkland his home town and can cite many changes to the City including one of his favorite
memories when there was only one stop light between downtown Kirkland and Fall City and it was for the
Kirkland ferry dock traffic. Wes and Carol celebrated their 55 wedding anniversary this year and still live in
the same house. Wes has been a good citizen and friend to anyone he meets. If you pass him walking his
grand-dog in the morning on Slater you will be greeted by a wave and a welcome to start up a conversation.
Wes has lived in Kirkland his entire life, 77 years this coming December, 2020.

Significance of Achievement

This is the History of Wesley Carpenter’s tour in the Army which lead to receiving the Bronze Star Medal for
Heroism with Valor and the Army Commendation Medal. In 1965 the United States was engaged in a military
action in Vietnam. Wesley Carpenter, a 3™ generation resident of Kirkland, was drafted into the Army in April
of 1965 at the age of 21. He attended basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. In July he transferred to
Advanced Infantry Training at Fort ORD, California and then attended Drill Sergeant School eventually
becoming an Assistant Drill Sergeant. In December his orders were changed from being a Drill Sergeant to
being deployed to combat in Vietnam as part of Charlie Company, 2" Battalion of the 1%t Infantry Division’s
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16%™ Infantry, aka The Big Red 1. Before shipping to Vietnam, he returned home to Kirkland to marry his high
school sweetheart, Carol Wilson from Houghton.

Wes Carpenter arrived in Vietnam in January of 1966. In April of 1966 his C Company was sent into the jungle
in Operation Abilene. Far into the jungle and without backup his Company was ambushed by hostile forces.
He laid down a base of fire in his assigned sector. He continued placing a steady and deadly stream of
accurate fire into the Viet Cong position until his weapon was shot from his hand. At this time, he was so
seriously wounded that he could no longer hold his weapon. Looking around his position, he saw many other
wounded laying about him. Though not a trained medical aidman, he rendered first aid in a most professional
manner. Working under fire and without adequate bandage, he improvised dressing to stop the bleeding. His
prompt action saved the lives of many comrades who would have bled to death if left unattended. After
treating the wounded, he did what he could to aid and comfort the men in hope of easing some of the pain.
He constantly reassured the men that help was on the way. While moving among the patients, he found an
unmanned radio which he picked up and moved to a central location. For the remainder of the night he
rendered periodic reports to the acting company commander. Throughout the action he was constantly busy
moving among his patients and monitoring the radio. PFC Carpenter’s outstanding display of aggressiveness,
devotion to duty, and personal bravery is in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service and
reflects great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division and the United States Army. Mr. Wes Carpenter,
PFC Carpenter, U.S. Army, was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Valor for heroism in connection with
military operations in fierce combat with a Viet Cong battalion in the Battle of Abilene. He was also awarded
The Purple Heart for injuries sustained in this battle.

After this battle PFC Carpenter returned home to Kirkland to spend time with his wife and family. When he
returned back to Vietnam, he was assigned to driving ambush patrol teams in a deuce and a half truck. In
December of 1966 PFC Carpenter was driving a truck which was carrying an ambush patrol on the return to
base camp. Suddenly a large claymore mine was detonated beside the road and several casualties were
sustained among the patrol members. The brake lines were severed and several tires were flat. PFC Carpenter
immediately dismounted exposed himself to hostel sniper fire to check on his men. When PFC Carpenter had
helped the wounded men and made what repairs he could to the truck, he returned to the cab and restarted
the truck. In spite of extensive damage to the vehicle, he managed to drive it several miles over rough and
unsecured roads to the nearest aid station. The outstanding courage displayed by PFC Carpenter was directly
responsible for saving the lives of several men. PFC Carpenter’s actions are in keeping with the finest
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United
States Army. Mr. Wes Carpenter, PFC, U.S. Army, was awarded the Army Commendation Medal.

Mr. Carpenter returned home to Kirkland in January of 1967 and received an honorable discharge from the
Army.

While on tour in Vietnam Wes was given a day off and went into Saigon. He had been fortunate enough to
bring along a camera and took many pictures of the landscape, town, and people of Saigon to share when he
came home. After returning from Vietnam, Wes did not talk much about his tour and did not consider himself
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a hero. However, when asked by Lake Washington High School to come to classes to share what he learned
about Vietnam he graciously brought along his slides and shared them with the students. He talked about the
beauty of the landscape and the welcoming nature of the Vietnamese people in Saigon. The pictures of those
Saigon slides are included in the attached presentation of Wes’s tour in Vietnam.

Wes represented the City of Kirkland honorably while serving in the military and continues to do so as an
upstanding citizen.

This history and description of this achievement was recounted by Shelli Craig, Wes’s daughter, from
conversations with Wes Carpenter and from newspaper clippings.

To the Kirkland Park Board

In September my mom and | signed up for the Parks Department Scavenger Hunt about the History of
Kirkland. In working through the historic clues with my mom and dad | realized how much they know about
Kirkland. One of the clues led us to the Plaza of Champions at the Marina. There we had to find the name of a
local military person that is honored there for receiving a medal serving in the U.S. Navy. | realized then that
my dad should also be honored in the Plaza of Champions. | believe he is truly a Kirkland hero. Vietnam ended
in April of 1975. Now 45 years later from that ending and 53 years since his honorable discharge from the
Army, | believe honoring my dad in the Plaza would be an appropriate honor to bestow upon this great
Kirkland native, upstanding citizen, and generous, wonderful man.

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination.

Shelli Craig
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Significance of Achievement Documentation

News article published in The Eastside Journal in December 1966 before shipping off to Vietham:
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Bronze Star Medal for Heroism with Valor Award Letter:
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Bronze Medal article published by The Eastside Journal:
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Battle of Abilene article published by The Eastside Journal. This is the battle that resulted in the Bronze Star
Medal and The Purple Heart.
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Wes Carpenter did not talk much about his experiences in Vietnam until the movie The Last Full Measure

came out in 2020 which recounts The Battle of Abilene. In the movie the helicopter lowers the medic from a
helicopter into the jungle to retrieve wounded men. Wes helped clear the jungle for this maneuver and
watched the medic lower down right next to him. He is listed in the credits of this movie as one of the “Mud
Soldiers” as they were referred to. His name is listed as Wesley Carpenter. If you would like to see what Wes
Carpenter experienced during the battle that resulted in the award of the Bronze Star Medal with Valor you
can watch this movie as it is an accurate depiction of the battle.
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Letter from Washington State Senator, Henry M. Jackson, to Wes Carpenter’s mom Ella.
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Army Commendation Medal Award Letter:
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Army Commendation Medal Certificate:
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Article published in The Eastside Journal about the incident that led to the Army Commendation Medal.
Wes is in picture on the right.
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Article published in The Eastside Journal about Wes’ return home from Vietnam.
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Purple Heart Medal Certificate:

Article published in The Eastside Journal about the award of the Purple Heart.
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Wes Carpenter’s Medals:

The Bronze Star

The Bronze Star has the distinction of being an award for heroism or achievement, offered

to both U.S. troops and qualifying members of foreign military organizations. The Bronze

Star was created in 1944 and can be presented for both valor and/or meritorious service.

The Army Commendation Medal
The Army Commendation Medal is awarded to any member of the Armed
Forces of the United States other than General Officers who, while serving in
any capacity with the Army after 6 December 1941, distinguished himself by heroism,
meritorious achievement or meritorious service. Award may be made to a member of the
Armed Forces of a friendly foreign nation who, after 1 June 1962, distinguishes himself by an
act of heroism, extraordinary achievement, or meritorious service which has been of mutual
benefit to a friendly nation and the United States.

The Purple Heart

This military medal awarded for wounds or loss of life in combat “as the result of an act of

any opposing force” has its origins in the American Revolution. Originally created and

presented as the Badge of Military Merit initiated by George Washington in 1782, the

Purple Heart was created in 1932 based on Washington’s design and intent.
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Identity with Greater Kirkland Documentation

Wes Carpenter’s maternal grandparents, Joseph and Florence Spencer, moved to Kirkland in 1925. Their

daughter, Ella, was 6 years old. Ella married Eimer Carpenter and they lived in Houghton when Wes was
born in 1943. They built their home in North Rose Hill in 1948 when Wes was 5 years old. Wes built his
home on the same property in 1969 and still lives there today. Wes has lived in Kirkland his entire life,
77 years this December, 2020,

- 3 AR T T aes e s iy i e
Joseph and Florence Spencer Elmer and Ella Carpenter, Houghton Farm, 1947
Wes' grandparents Wes Carpenter in dark shirt
Moved to Kirkland in 1925 and 2 of his 4 siblings
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Wes Carpenter as Babe Ruth Chinook League president and Assistant State Director
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Wes Carpenter (top right) as team Manger and his brother Rick is a team player win State Championship.
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Wes Carpenter working at a Gas Station in Houghton attempts to stop a robbery.
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Wes Carpenter’s family land in North Rose Hill when it flooded. His mom, Ella Carpenter, is in the picture.
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Wes Carpenter featured in a Then and Now... article, he is the one throwing the ball.
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Wes Carpenter featured in Then (1952) and Now (1976) article.
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Wes and Carol Carpenter’s wedding at Kirkland’s Trinity Luthern Church.

55t wedding
anniversary
June 2020

I

MARRIED — Miss Carol Ann Wilson and Wesley Fobert Car- |
penter were married June 25 at 8 p,m. at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Kirkland. The bride is the daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
Clyde Wilson of Houghton and the bridegroom is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Carpenter of Kirkland.,
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Wes’ wife, Carol Carpenter (formerly Wilson), at her first job at the Hair Tamer in Kingsgate (second from
left).

Wes Carpenter’s sister whom he gave away at her wedding.
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Wes’s mom, Ella, spawned a new Rhododendron species in her Kirkland garden. It was named the Ella
Carpenter Rhododendron. The family would be honored if we could have one planted in a Kirkland Park.

JARS v60n1 - American Rhododendron Society Plant Registry

https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v60n1/v60n1-registry.htm

(r) 'Ella Carpenter': Elepidote
rhododendron: Parentage unknown. H:
Unknown; G (1970): Ella Carpenter,
Kirkland, WA; N and | (2005): Griswold
Nursery, Kirkland, WA; REG (2005): Linda
Malland, Kirkland, WA. Fls 5/lax truss,
broadly funnel-shaped, ¢ 2" (50mm) long x
¢ 2.5" (65mm) wide, with 5-6 wavy-edged
lobes. Color vivid reddish orange (33A) in
bud, opening light greenish yellow (4B)
throughout with vivid orange (28B)
spotting on three dorsal lobes. Truss 3.5"
(90mm) high x 3.5" (90mm) wide. Lvs held
3 years, 4" x 2" (100 x 50mm), elliptic,
broadly acute apex, flat margins; moderate
olive green (137B) above; hairless. Shrub 5'
(1.5m) high x 5' (1.5m) wide; upright habit.
Plant hardy to at least OF (-18C). May.

Wes Carpenter at his Kirkland home with wife Carol, grandson Conner, and daughter Shelli.

Wes Carpenter
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PFC WESLEY CARPENTER
United States Army

Vietnam Deployment
Jan. 1966 - Jan. 1967




Pfc. Wesley Carpenter

C Company, 2nd Battalion of the lst Infantry Division's 1l6th Infantry

The Big Red 1, Rangers Ready Now, Mud Soldiers

Advanced Infantry 0
Drafted into the Army Training Comcﬂg%lg'efws
Seattle, Washington Drill Sergeant School Awarded Bronze Star
Age 21 Fort ORD, California Medal with Valor Honorable Discharge
- Battle of
D Sy t : t [iom
rill Sergean Atd Tans Return Iiome
April 195 January 1966 December 1966

April 1965 Jul-Dec 195 Apri]. 1966 January 1967
Claymore Mine

Basic Traini Vietnam
el 8 i Detonated
Fort Leonard Wood, Company C, 2nd Carpenter drﬁ_fing a Deuce and a
Missouri Battalion of the Ist Half truck will patrol members
Infantry Division's 16th gets hit by a detonated claymore.
Infantry Awarded Army

The Big Red 1 Commendation Medal



Drill Sergeant School
Fort ORD, California

I was given a choice, ship off
to Korea or become a Drill

. Sergeant. I studied hard to

4 pass that test. As Assistant
\'r‘f ¢ Drill Sergeant I coached my

B squad to many drill
competition wins. I had them

1 singing marching cadences

- around the Fort and hauling
ass crawling under the wire
0 and through the courses. Then
I\ the orders came, the original
. deal was off. I was being
shipped to Vietnam.




Deployed to Vietnam

1966


















Bob Hope Entertains the Troops
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Battle of Abilene - Excerpts from a letter home ...

o < - .'.f - // r;./ "“/
- Now honey I will tell you what happened
o = g - :“’,--i;/' / Well we .

o2 golalillle sniper fire

. C g W
—=2 _ inrealthick jungle _=ze—sc
e ¥ = ) N \ -
the V.C. opened A - Qe e oo wecleared a small hole <
I from every e v o— & < anda helicopter could —==*"

7 & side we didn’t have —te—u o
E - .ﬁ
. 2. achance they had ==
s2@é 50 caliber machine guns =<t
2 i ay e T<] . ____,;"'
o on 4 sides of us ——ee  my gun was shol e

f??_;,,,{,_/: - right out of my hands ===

A i o 3 lower a rope down

e <~ — and getthe wounded.

" . I moved back lo %

S . them Ld,dle)of the p e"l‘_’,_le ?"'é _Sm7 . but they were all dead. ‘/::f’;,_,,(/

o
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e
, I started moving from man — __z.. ..
>

e

&z loman itwassodark 72 &

g this one man had 5 _( =

2
: = . 5 Lt
L2 little children and _— .7~

[ o—vie TLworkedon him for hours stz

[ and gave him mouth to .. &= =
7=~ thenlhearda el i mouth buthe _ A~ =<

. Lieutenant yelling for help

,&j . died in myarms
= o
: Lieutenant Kroah

& was shot 5 times ene—
W ; ; — R /.
o in the back and 7 . _.
S 7 v
s e, OBCE the shoulder | ([Ak
; e il and 1 in the leg.
R 4 I used any =
_7——__ thinglcould grabto 2 =
o = /

e o Stop the bleeding/ =
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v 7 all the wounded men ==—«>7

f—e2e Were yelling for water ¢~z o
T

_ Then I grabbed . w4

din s e B radio and was keepmg
' V4

-

R L
AT PP e
= P

(e, Out of 150 men zmce =27
% 5 i d 35dead, 67 wounded

e

; lcrawled to as many —_ ——e— /
gz~ as I could find and / ——"

vz, 8Bave the waler I had * et

,.;—W‘f( found offofdead men's canteens
fzi ™ f:c.-c.-.ﬂ. =

~in contact with B Company ==
2 o

and the artillery AP A
¥ z

" In my platoon of Zie—sx A

37 there was only (/:_7‘_,4 ﬁ/

=, / 3 people unhurt and =~ & =<l
/

e+« abletowalk it was = c—=—2-

e aee me and new man Ed Morgan



iz Now you tell mom 2R a—y
o/’ o and everyone I am 4.
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TIHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA |
TO ALL WIHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, FERRITARY 4, 12k
HAS AWARDED -
THE BRONZLE STAR MEDAL
T
l“‘t}H.

HEROISM IN GROUND COMBAT

GIVEN UNDEH MY TIAND IX THE CITY OF WAHIINGTON
Lo A . 123

DAY 1iF

Qe L‘ B, R

THIS 1S TO CENTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA
HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLLE HEART

ERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

v OYORK, AUGUST 7. 1782
O

ESTARLISHED BY GE
AT NEWRTITGH, 2

FOIT wWou H
IN ACGTION

CITY OF WASHINGTON
" ]

GIVEN UNDER MY IAND IN TH
ARETE DAY 11F

BRONZE STAR




In Vietnam action:

-

*w

Bronze Medal for her0|sm

,';P!c. Wesley (Wes) Carpenter
Kirkland recefvedthe Bronze
Medal with “'V' Device
heroism in connection with
military operations inVietnam,

Private First Class Carpen-

also won a Purple Heart

injuries inflicted during
nbat in Vietnam, his mother
He is du son of

description read, as follows:

“On this date, his (Carpen-
ter's) company was engaged in
fierce combat with an estimated
Viet Cong battalion, Duringthe
initial encounter, Private First
Class Carpenter laid down a
base of fire in his assigned
sector, He continued placing a

curale fire into the Viet

steady and deadly streamofac- ra
Cong

awarded Kirkland soldier

have bled to death if left un at=
tended, After treating the
wounded, he did what he could
to aid and comfort the men in
hope of easing some of the pain,
He constantly reassuredthe men
that help was on the m




Claymore mine detonated under truck

PFC Carpenter was driving a Deuce and a half
truck which was carrying an ambush patrol of
ARVN soldiers and US army men on the return to
base camp. Suddenly a large claymore mine was
detonated beside the road and several injuries
were sustained among the patrol members. The
vehicle was stopped with four of its ten tires
flat and the brake lines severed. Carpenter
dismounted exposing himself to sniper fire as
he moved to the rear of the vehicle to check on
the men. lle returned to the cab and hauled ass
down the road as fast as he could with no
brakes, downshifting on corners. lie was driving,
shifting, and yelling over the radio. I got on
the radio to the camp telling them I had
wounded men.

22 December EERS



Claymore mine detonated under truck

Get all the medics you can find and a Medivac
ready as there are serious injuries including
a guy thats lost a leg. The road to the camp
was a one lane dike over a rice paddy. I told
them over the radio I had no brakes and won't
be stopping until I get to the medical tent.
"Leave the gate open and get the hell out of
the way." An officer had jumped into his Jeep
to head out to help us but we met up on the
one lane dike. With no brakes I had to run him
off the road. lle was none to happy to be
taking a bath in the rice swamp. When I got to
the medics I threw it in low gear and turned
the key off. The medics rushed to the wounded
and I got out and just sat down on the step of
the Deuce with blood on my face from a wound
to the nose I don't recall getting. I got a
letter some time later from the guy who lost
his leg thanking me for saving his life.
Doctors told him if I'd taken any longer

getting him to the medics he would have died. 22 December BBEA




Commendation Medal

Army cites
Carpenter
for ‘valor’

Wenley Carpastar, who has
besti  out of the Army since
Junuary, recently recelved sn
Ay Comumendation Medal
with ""V*'  {for valor) Device
for' Herolam,

The incident for which Car-
penter was clied occurred Dec,
72, 194 In Vietnam and wes
Fecvinded  with the citation,

Carpenter was driving an
army truckearrying an ambush
iral on retrn o base camp
when a mine was detonated along
the road. Several casualties
were gustained among petrol
members and the vehicle was
stopped with five of ‘fts six
dres flac.

Plc, Carpenter dismounted
and exposed himaelf to sniper
fire =3 he moved o the resr of
the vehicle to administer first
wid 1o casuslties, Afwer trost-

wruck. In spite of exwraivo da-
mage he drove It several miles
o nearest ald station.

o thir Armny oltss
don, Carpenter’s courage wis
directly respansible for sav-

&/
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

THIS IS5 TO CERTIFY THAT
FHE SECIEETARY O THE ARMY [AS AWARDED

A
THE ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL R
.‘..” ‘ l“ |
Fon

ERNEIAN TN THE NOVELLS 0F YIETAGR NE P TRSEANEN 1864

l

GIVEN UNDEG MY IAND IX THE Q17 08 WASHINGTON
THIS sav-oum DAY 0F i

:’n 1 g—'—".!':l.g.'»&“.!
ool

22 December EEEAS



Medal Ceremony
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Battle of Abilene - A letter home (full text)

Now honey I will tell you what happened Lo our Company. We have 150 men in a Company. We were split from B
and A Company for one day. Wwell we got a little sniper fire here and there And we got one man kill and 11
wounded we were in real thick jungle we cleared a small hole and a helicopter could lower a rope down and
get the wounded. Just as the copier took off with the wounded the V.C. open up on us from every side we didn't
have a chance they had 50 caliber machine guns on 4 side of us and a whole bunch of 60 cal machine guns
they had grenade and mortars and every thing. We fought as much as we could my gun was shot right out of
my hands and I moved back to the middles of the people buil they were a1l dead. I reached io grab another
rifle and a tree fell on me. I thought I was a goner. I could not move. And men were yelling and dying all
over after the firing had stop they were coming in to kill us all but our artillery came down on us so they
ran off with many of our weapons and gear there were a few men still able to move around so I yelled to
someone to get the tree off my back and he did. It took about 15 min. for the feeling to get back in my legs
and then I started moving from man te man it was so dark by then I couldn't see to much but I could hear the
yelling for help. I crawled to as many men as I could and saved a lot of them from bleeding to death. This
one man had 5 little children and I worked on him for hours and gave him mouth to mouth but he died in my
arms then I heard a lieutenant yelling for help he was from the other platoon but I went to him He was
shot 5 times in the back and once in the shoulder and 1 in the leg. The man was bleeding so bad I used any
thing I could grab to stop the bleeding but I couldnt stop it for a while until I worked on him for hours
until I did. e hadnt had water for a long time and all the wounded men were yelling for water I crawled to
as many as 1 could find and gave the water I had found off of dead men canteens. Then I grab a radio and
was keeping in contact with B Company and the artillery telling them how to get to us. B Company had
walked all day and now had to walk 1000 meter at night in the jungle and thatls dam near impossible. I then
went back to the lieutenant and carried him to where the other men were still living and could be able to
Fight. In the morning B Co. came with water and doctor all our doctor were shot or wounded. I saved so many
lives but was unable to save as many as I wanted to. out of 150 men 35 dead &7 and about the rest of us we
left with a few niclks here and there In my platoon of 37 there was only 2 people unhurt and able to walk it
was me and new man kd Morgan. We had 9 killed and all the rest were all wounded. Leroy will be all right
he just got a bullet in the leg and it didn't hit the bone thank God. Now you tell mom and every one I am a1l
right. 5o please take care of yourself now because I love you and will be coming home to you. I love you.
-Wesley Carpenter




A note about this presentation: My nawe is Shelll and | aw the proud daughter of Wesley Carpenter. The pictures
L this presentation were taken by my dad during his deployyment in Vietnam and the articles were saved by my
wmom who was waiting for him to return howme. My dad never talked much about his thme in Vietnam but | could
tell it weighed heavy ow hine. He wmostly said too many guys died and they were too Young. His medals hang in
the house and though they have meaning he doesn't see his actions for which he got the Bronze Star or the
Comimendation Medal as anything more thaw doing everything he could to save as many of those mew as he
coulol. | believe those mewn that did make it out were lucky to have my dad there to help them. He s brave, smart
and resourceful but he'll tell you he's just an average guy. To e he is extraordinary. | bet anyone that
renenbers mly dad tn Vietnam will have nothing but great things to say about hivt. Pad returned howe from
vietnam and had a son and a daughter. He worked hard to malke an howest living and create a great Life for his
fanily. ( Learned how to be strong, self-sufficient, how to enjoy Life, and how to tell a joke from my dad. His
grandson thinks the world of him. | encourage anyone that remembers my dad or is inkerested in wmeeting a
great mawn to reach out to hime. He'll have you laughing in no time.

| would Like to thank everyone that was involved with the making o-f The Last Full Measure, the veterans, thelr
favuilies, Todd Robinson, the actors and the film industry. (t is because of this wovie that | now kwow that my
dad is even more extraordinary than | already knew.

[ crentedl this presentation to honor my dad and all that served in vietwawm, | am thankful to those that served
with him as You are the reason he made it home. To the families that their son, brother, father, husband,
grandfather didin't make it owme, | send You my heartfelt condolences. To those that ave still with us, | send You
my love. With much gratitude, a prowd daughter of a great man.

August BAOAY



A Veterans Day thank you from Wes grandson.
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Council Meeting: 03/02/2021
Agenda: Business
ltem #: 9. a. (1)

RESOLUTION R-5468

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
KIRKLAND INDCUTING WES CARPENTER INTO THE KIRKLAND
PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS.

WHEREAS, in 1988 the City Council passed Ordinance
3096 which established the Plaza of Champions program and
created criteria for selection of persons and organized groups of
persons who have made outstanding contributions to the
Kirkland community, to be permanently honored by the
community and the City of Kirkland and;

WHEREAS, in 2001 the City Council passed Ordinance
3794 which established that nominations for the Plaza of
Champions will be reviewed by the Park Board, whose
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, at their regular meeting on January 13, 2021
the Park Board reviewed the nomination of Wes Carpenter and
determined that the nomination satisfied the criteria established
for the Kirkland Plaza of Champions; and

WHEREAS, Wes Carpenter was born at the Kirkland
Hospital on December 29, 1943 and has been a lifelong Kirkland
resident, working and raising his family in the City and
contributing to the Kirkland community in many ways, including
leading the Bel-Kirk Motors Babe Ruth baseball team to two
state championships in the late 1960's; and

WHEREAS, Wes Carpenter was twice awarded significant
medals by the United States Army for his courageous and
selfless service as a soldier in the Vietham War, including
receiving the Bronze Star with Valor for his actions during a
battle where the Army stated “His prompt actions saved the lives
of many comrades, who would have bled to death if left
unattended,” and receiving the Army Commendation Medal for
driving his unit to safety in a truck disabled by a roadside mine
where the Army stated “the outstanding courage displayed was
directly responsible for saving the lives of several men”; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received from the Park
Board a written report and recommendation on the nomination
of Wes Carpenter; and
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WHEREAS, in a public meeting the City Council considered
the written report and recommendation of the Park Board; and

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the
City of Kirkland as follows:

Section 1. For his exceptional contributions and service to
both to the Kirkland community and the United States Army,
Wes Carpenter is hereby inducted into the Kirkland Plaza of
Champions.

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in
open meeting this day of 2021.

Signed in authentication thereof this day of
2021.

Penny Sweet, Mayor

Attest:

Kathi Anderson, City Clerk
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