
KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS 
Nomination Guide 

CRITERIA AND ELEMENTS 

An applicant for recognition should satisfy the listed minimum number of the elements from 
each of the three (3) criteria listed below.  Applicants must meet the eligibility requirement listed 
in Criterion I, must meet at least two (2) of the elements from Criterion II, and must meet at least 
one (1) of the elements from Criterion III.   

In addition, the applicant must also furnish a history of achievements.  These achievements 
must have occurred at least one calendar year prior to submission of the application.  The honor 
cannot be conferred unless the history is provided. 

Applicants will be reviewed by the Kirkland Park Board, whose decision will be final. 

CRITERION I 

LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL, OR INTERNATIONAL LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The following basic eligibility requirement must be met before a nominee can be considered for 
possible induction. 

ELEMENTS: 

1.1 Level of Achievement 

The level of achievement by the individual or team must be explicitly stated and should be the 
highest possible level of achievement in fields such as science, education, athletics, the arts 
(music, drama, literary, fine arts, etc), medicine, debate, etc. 

The Plaza of Champions is not intended to recognize lifelong or enduring achievement in a 
particular field unless the applicant has previously received an award for such lifelong 
achievement. 

This basic achievement element also provides the opportunity for nomination of first-time 
achievements (examples: first Kirkland resident to swim the English Channel, first Kirkland 
individual or group to participate in a national competition, etc.). 

If it is not possible to identify the highest possible level of achievement, the applicant must 
provide a detailed explanation as to why the achievement is considered to be exceptional. 

CRITERION II 

IDENTITY WITH GREATER KIRKLAND 

Applicant must consider Kirkland to be his/her home or identify with Kirkland in such a way that 
the Kirkland community recognizes the applicant as a “Kirklander.” 
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At least two (2) of the following elements must be met before a nominee can be considered for 
possible induction. 
 
ELEMENTS: 
 
2.1 Born in the Kirkland area. 
 

This means that the parent(s) were residing in Kirkland at the time of the candidate’s 
birth. 

 
2.2 Currently resides in Great Kirkland area. 
 

Applicant currently has a Kirkland address.  Applicant must live at this address at least 
six months of the year. 

 
2.3 Lived in Greater Kirkland area for at least ten years or longer and consider 

Kirkland their home town. 
 
2.4 Has improved the quality of life in Greater Kirkland. 
 
2.5 Worked (or has worked) within the community or owns a business in Greater 

Kirkland area. 
 

The applicant is a past or present Kirkland area business owner or worker who has 
contributed in a special way to the community. 
 

2.6 None of the above. 
 

An applicant may still be considered even if the preceding elements do not apply.  
Substantial documentation, however, will be required in this instance so as to 
demonstrate the applicant’s identity with Greater Kirkland.  

 
 

CRITERION III 
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF ACHIEVEMENT 
 

The applicant must fully explain the significance of the achievement.  It must be further specified 
if the achievement is the result of an individual or team effort.  No individual members of a team 
will be recognized.  The team members, however, may be recognized by name. 
 
At least one (1) of the following elements must be met before a nominee can be considered for 
possible induction. 
 
ELEMENTS: 
 
3.1 Recognition of the achievement by the Kirkland community. 
 

Page 2 of 3 

Applicant must submit a statement which explains how the community has been affected 
by the achievement as well as the manner in which the community was informed (e.g., 



press coverage received subsequent to achievement – include press clippings and any 
other examples of media coverage). 
 

3.2 Peers recognize this achievement as outstanding. 
 

Persons in the same field must recognize the achievement as outstanding and worthy of 
recognition.  A statement of endorsement for the applicant from leaders in the applicant’s 
field is expected.  The peer group may include a person, or persons, residing outside the 
Kirkland area. 
 

3.3 Played a key role in a group effort which without this individual’s achievement 
would not have taken place. 

 
The candidate formed an organization or group and was instrumental in making it 
operational.  The group or organization benefited the community in a demonstrable way. 
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3.4 The achievement has improved the quality of life for a large segment of  
Greater Kirkland area residents. 
 
For example, the achievement may have resulted in increased educational or 
recreational opportunities for area residents. 
 

HISTORY REQUIREMENT 
 

The history and description of the achievements must be in narrative form and in 
sufficient detail to completely support the conferring of this award.  The person or 
persons writing the history must provide sufficient in-depth history to enable future 
readers to completely appreciate the significance of the applicant’s contribution.  Include, 
if possible, documents, press clippings, photos, or other examples of media coverage 
related to the achievement. 
 
If the history is written by anyone other than the applicant, it must be read and signed by 
the applicant (when possible) and thus documented as a true and accurate account.  If 
the award is conferred, the history will be placed in the Kirkland Library to serve as a 
reference and permanent record of the achievement. 
 



ATTACHMENT 2 

KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS HONOREES 

1988 JoAnne Gunderson Carner L.P.G.A. Hall of Fame Golfer

1989 Rick Acton N.W.P.G.A. Champion Golfer 

Dorothy "Didi" Anstett 1968 Miss U.S.A. 

Hot Dog U.S.A. World Champion Rope-Skipping Team 

1980 Kirkland National Little 3rd Place in Little League World Series 
League All-Stars 
1982 Kirkland National Little Little League World Series Champions 
League All-Stars 
1975 Tyee/Bel-Kirk Senior Babe Ruth Baseball World Champions 
Babe Ruth Team 

Andrew Okada Collegiate Boxing Champion 

Steven Earl Todd Champion Wheelchair Athlete 

1991 Demetri Corahorgi Medal of Honor Recipient 

1974 Kirkland National Little 2nd Place in Little League World Series 
League Girls’ Softball Team 

1980, 1990, 1991 Northwest National Christian College Athletic 
College Women's Basketball Teams Association National Champions 

1992 Julie Ann Gregg Bicycle Racing Champion 

Chris Sharp 1990 Peabody Award for Excellence in Broadcast 
Journalism 

1993 Rick Colella 1976 Olympic Bronze Medalist - Swimming 

1994 1993 Kirkland/District 9 Big Little League World Champions 
League Softball Team 

1995 Maxine Conover 1958 U.S. National Women's Bicycling Champion 

1996 Glen Ethier 1972 International Broadcasting Award and 1973   
CLIO Awards for Excellence in Broadcast Advertising 

1998 1963 Lakeside Gravel Baseball Team 1963 Connie Mack Baseball National Champions 

2001 Randall Garretson 1964 Junior National Ski Jumping Champion  
1964 Nordic Combined Junior National Champion 

2013 Chris Warren 2008 Emmy Award Excellence in Broadcasting 

2015 Billy and Cory Roeseler Inventors and Pioneers of the Sport of Kiteboarding 

2017 Kathy Smith Connor Competitive Swimming Champion 
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.Y!Q ... 'IQ 

I~ i ""\ KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS \StY ..,,, •. ,., .. ,/ Nomination Application Form 

Name of Honored Group or Individual: 
Wesley "Wes" Robert Carpenter 

Achievement or Award to be Recognized: 
Bronze Star Medal for Heroism with Valor and Army Commendation Medal 

Date or Dates of Achievement or Award: 

1966 

Name of Person(s) Submitting Application : 

Name: Shelli Craig 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

Relationship to Honored Group or lndividual: 
Daughter 

If applicable, list members of Group and their roles: 

(attach extra page if necessary) 

Zip: 98033 

Email: 

If applicable, list other key individuals and their roles (coach, parent, sponsor, teacher, etc.): 

(attach extra page if necessary) 

Agreement 

In submitting this application, I understand that the applicant must meet the required 
qualifications and that this application will be reviewed by the Kirkland Park Board, and that their 
decision will be final. I further understand that if this application is accepted, a fee of $200 will be 
paid to the City of Kirkland to cover the cost of the plaque, engraving, installation, and 
maintenance. The plaque will not be installed until all application materials are received and the 

fee has been pa)!)' / • !! . 
Signed: ~l v~ Date /D}4 );;lc:ao 
Signed: ________ _________ Date: ____________ _ 
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KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS 

Application Form 

Criterion I 

LOCAL, ST ATE, NATIONAL, OR INTERNATIONAL LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Name of Applicant: ___ w~e=s=le~y-"W~e_s_" _R_o_b_e_rt_ c_a_rp_e_n_t_e_r _____________ _ 

Please explain how the applicant meets this eligibility requirement. Attach extra pages as 
necessary. 

Mr. Carpenter, PFC, U.S. Army, was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Valor for heroism in 
connection with military operations in fierce combat with a Viet Cong battalion in the Battle of Abilene. 
He laid down a base of fire in his assigned sector. He continued placing a steady and deadly stream of 
accurate fire into the Viet Cong position until his weapon was shot from his hand. At this time he was so 
seriously wounded that he could no longer hold his weapon. Looking around his position, he saw many 
other wounded laying about him. Though not a trained medical aidman, he rendered first aid in a most 
professional manner. Working under fire and without adequate bandage, he improvised dressing to 
stop the bleeding. His prompt action saved the lives of many comrades who would have bled to death if 
left unattended. After treating the wounded, he did what he could to aid and comfort the men in hope 
of easing some of the pain. He constantly reassured the men that help was on the way. While moving 
among the patients, he found an unmanned radio which he picked up and moved to a central location. 
For the remainder of the night he rendered periodic reports to the acting company commander. 
Throughout the action he was constantly busy moving among his patients and monitoring the radio. 
Private First Class Carpenter's outstanding display of aggressiveness, devotion to duty, and personal 
bravery is in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon 
himself, the 1st Infantry Division and the United States Army. 

Mr. Wes Carpenter, PFC, U.S. Army, was awarded the Army Commendation Medal. First Class Carpenter 
was driving a truck which was carrying an ambush patrol on the return to base camp. Suddenly a large 
claymore mine was detonated beside the road and several casualties were sustained among the patrol 
members. The brake lines were severed and several tires were flat. PFC Carpenter immediately 
dismounted exposed himself to hostel sniper fire to check on his men. When PFC Carpenter had helped 
the wounded men and made what repairs he could to the truck, he returned to the cab and restarted 
the truck. In spite of extensive damage to the vehicle, he managed to drive it several miles over rough 
and unsecured roads to the nearest aid station. The outstanding courage displayed by PFC Carpenter 
was directly responsible for saving the lives of several men. PFC Carpenter's actions are in keeping with 
the finest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry 
Division, and the United States Army. 
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KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS 

Application Form 

Criterion II 

IDENTIFY WITH GREATER KIRKLAND 

Wesley "Wes" Robert Carpenter 
Name of Applicant:-====-=----==--==-.:=--------------------

Please explain how the applicant meets at least two (2) of the elements listed for this eligibility 
requirement. Attach extra pages as necessary. 

Element Explanation: _ ___ _ _ 

2.1 Born in Kirkland area -Wes Carpenter's mother, Ella, moved to Kirkland in 1925 when she was 5 
years o1d. She married Elmer Carpenter and lived on a farm in Houghton when Wes was born at the 
Kirkland Hospital on December 29, 1943. When Wes was 5 his family moved into the home his dad built 
in North Rose Hill on Slater Ave NE where he lived the rest of his childhood. 

2.2 Currently resides in Great Kirkland area - When Wes got married, and after he returned from 
Vietnam, he rented a home on Slater while he built his house on his parent's property. In 1969 he 
moved into the finished home and still resides there full-time on Slater Ave NE. 

2.3 Lived in Greater Kirkland area for at least ten years or longer and consider Kirkland their hom9 
town - Wes has lived in Kirkland his entire life, 77 years this December, 2020. He was born in the 
Kirkland Hospital. He raised his children in Kirkland and now his 5th generation Kirkland resident 
grandson attends Lake Washington High School, Conner Craig, He takes pride that his daughter, Shelli 
Craig, has been serving the City as an employee for over 15 years. Wes has many siblings, cousins, nieces 
and nephews that still reside in Kirkland. He considers Kirkland his home town. 

2.4 Has improved the quality of life in Greater Kirkland - In the late 1960's Wes coached many years of 
little league. He then went on to coach the Kirkland Babe Ruth team, sponsored by Bel-Kirk Motors, for a 
few years and the team won two Regional Tournaments and two State Championships. He also served 
as the Chinook League as president and as assistant state director for two years. Since then he has been 
a good citizen and friend to anyone he meets. 

2.5 Worked (or has worked) within the community or owns a business in Greater Kirkland area ... 
Before Vietnam Wes worked at Rocket U-Save Oil Co. gas station in Houghton when gas was 23 cents a 
gallon. He made the newspaper for trying to stop a robbery. He built out the home garage into a Hair 
Salon where his wife rari· her salon for many decades. 

Additional: While working through the historic clues to the Parks Department Scavenger Hunt with my 
mom and dad I realized how much they know about Kirkland. One of the clues led us to the Plaza of 
Champions at the Marina. There we found the name of a local person that is honored for receiving a 
medal serving in the U.S. Navy. I realized then that my dad should also be honored in the Plaza of 
Champions. I believe he is truly a Kirkland hero. I believe honoring my dad in the Plaza of Champions 
would be an appropriate honor to bestow upon this great Kirkland native, upstanding citizen, and 
generous, wonderful man. Page 3 of5 



KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS 

Application Form 

Criterion Ill 

SIGNIFICANCE OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Name of Applicant: ___ w_e_s_le_y_'_'W_e_s'_' _Ro_b_e_rt_c_a_r_pe_r:!__t_e_r=---------------

Please explain how the applicant meets at least one (1) of the elements listed for this eligibility 
requirement. Attach extra pages as necessary. 

Element Explanation: ____________________ _ _ 

3.1 Recognition of the achievement by the Kirkland community- The community of Kirkland back in 
1966 took pride in that one of their sons was honorably serving the country in the U.S. Army. The 
community was kept up to date on the status of Wes while he was deployed in Vietnam in several 
articles that were published about him in The Eastside Journal (attached). The Eastside Journal at that 
time covered Kirkland, Redmond, Bellevue and Bothell and was the prominent news source. The 
Eastside Journal was being sent to Wes in Vietnam through the Courtesy of the Kirkland Jaycees and The 
Journal as stated at the end of one of the published articles about Wes titled Local soldier one of two not 
hurt in V.C. ambush. 

3.2 Peers recognize this achievement as outstanding - The Army Award Announcement letters for the 
Bronze Star and Cpmmendation medal are attached. These letters state that the achievement of these 
medals is for Carpenter's actions which "are in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United States Army. By the 
direction of the Secretary of the Army'' 

3.3 Played a key role in a group effort which without this individual's achievement would not have 
taken place - The Army Award Announcement letters for the Bronze Star and Commendation medal are 
attached. These letters state the actions of Wes which resulted in saving the lives of fellow military 
members. Stated in the Award of the Bronze Star Medal for Heroism, "His prompt actions saved the 
lives of many comrades who would have bled to death if left unattended." Stated in the Award of the 
Army Commendation Medal, "The outstanding courage displayed was directly responsible for saving the 
lives of several men." 

3.4 The achievement has improved the quality of life for a large segment of Greater Kirkland area 
residents - While on tour in Vietnam he was given a day off and went into Saigon. He had been 
fortunate enough to bring along a camera and took many pictures of the landscape, town, and people of 
Saigon to share when he came home. After returning from Vietnam, Wes didn't talk much about his tour 
and didn't consider himself a hero. However, when asked by Lake Washington High School to come to 
classes to share what he learned about Vietnam he graciously brought along his slides and shared them 
with the classes. He talked about the beauty of the landscape and the welcoming nature of the 
Vietnamese people in Saigon. The pictures of those Saigon slides are included in the attached 
presentation of Wes's tour in Vietnam. Wes represented the City of Kirkland honorably while serving in 
the military and continues to do so as an upstanding citizen. 
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KIRKLAND PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS 

Application Form 

History Requirement 

Name of Applicant: __ w_e....:s:.;:le:;:;yc...._"W_ e_s_"_R_o_b_e-=-rt=C=ar= e:....n_t_e_r _____________ _ 

Using the criteria and elements as a guide, please furnish a complete history and description of 
the achievement in narrative form. Attach extra pages as necessary. Please note that if the 
history is prepared by anyone other than the applicant, it must be read and signed by the 
applicant (when possible) and documented as a true account. Please include, if possible, 
documents, press clippings, photos, or other examples of media coverage related to the 
achievement. 

Please see attached document containing the history and description of the 
achievement in narrative form with documents, press clippings and photos. 

There is also an attached presentation documenting Wes Carpenter's tour in Vietnam. 
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Wesley "Wes" Robert Carpenter 

1966 2020 

Nomination for The Plaza of Champions for Heroic actions that lead 
to receiving the Bronze Star Medal for Heroism with Valor and the 

Army Commendation Medal 

Identify with Greater Kirkland 
Wes Carpenter is a 3rd generation Kirkland resident. Wes' maternal grandparents moved to Kirkland in 1925 

shortly after moving to the country from New Westminster, British Columbia when his mom, Ella, was 3 years 

old. He was born at the Kirkland Hospital on December 29, 1943 when his parents Elmer and Ella Carpenter 

lived on a farm in Houghton. When Wes was 5 years old his dad completed bui lding their family home in North 

Rose Hill and they moved to Slater Ave NE where he lived the rest of his childhood. He attended Rose Hill 

Elementary, Kirkland Jr. High and graduated from Lake Washington High School where he still attends the 

Golden Grad class reunions. His mom's parents lived on the property that is now Costco and his dad's parents 

lived on property off 132nd in North Rose Hill. His dad worked at the Kirkland Shipyards, fought forest fires in 

Eastern Washington as a volunteer firefighter and retired from US Plywood in Ba llard. Those who sewed in 

Kirkland back in the 70-S0's would know Wes' mom Ella Carpenter as her dad had been a tailor and taught her 

how to make clothes which made her the expert at the local fabric store where she worked for many years. 

Ella was an avid gardener and grew many Rhododendrons. When she was working for Griswold Nursery in 

South Rose Hill the staff, while visiting Ella's home, discovered a new species of Rhododendrons which had 
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formed in her garden.  Shortly before her death in 2006 that flower was recognized as a new species and 
named the Ella Carpenter. Wes is one of 5 children in the Carpenter family, all still living, that lived and raised 
families in Kirkland.  

One of Wes’ first jobs was working at Rocket U-Save Oil Co. gas station in Houghton.  He made the newspaper 
for trying to stop a robbery.  Wes married his Lake Washington High School sweetheart and Houghton native, 
Carol Wilson, daughter of Clyde and Senja “Pat” Wilson. Her dad was a Houghton Police Officer and reserve 
Firefighter, and a mechanic for Smith Gandy Ford and HOS trucking. Shortly after his wedding Wes was 
deployed to Vietnam.  When he returned from Vietnam, he rented a home on Slater until he built his house on 
his parent’s property also on Slater. In 1969 he moved his family into the finished home and still resides there 
today.   

His wife, Carol, became a Hairdresser and worked at the Hair Tamer in Kingsgate before Wes converted one 
side of their garage into a hair salon so she could work from home to be there for their two children, Eddy and 
Shelli. In the late 1960s Wes coached many years of little league.  He then went on to coach the Kirkland Babe 
Ruth team, sponsored by Bel-Kirk Motors, for a few years and the team won two Regional Tournaments and 
two State Championships. He also served as the Chinook League as President and as Assistant State Director 
for two years. Wes’ dad died when Wes was 28.  His youngest sister and brother were still attending Lake 
Washington High School at the time.  Later when his sister got married, he took the place of his dad to give her 
away at her wedding. Wes worked his way up in the Langendorf Bread Company and finished his career in a 
regional position at Associated Grocers before retiring in 2006.  He raised his children in Kirkland through 
baseball and softball leagues, and now his 5th generation Kirkland resident grandson attends Lake Washington 
High School, Conner Craig. He takes pride that his daughter, Shelli Craig, has been serving the City as an 
employee for over 15 years.  Wes has many siblings, cousins, nieces and nephews that still reside in Kirkland. 
He considers Kirkland his home town and can cite many changes to the City including one of his favorite 
memories when there was only one stop light between downtown Kirkland and Fall City and it was for the 
Kirkland ferry dock traffic.  Wes and Carol celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary this year and still live in 
the same house. Wes has been a good citizen and friend to anyone he meets. If you pass him walking his 
grand-dog in the morning on Slater you will be greeted by a wave and a welcome to start up a conversation. 
Wes has lived in Kirkland his entire life, 77 years this coming December, 2020.   

Significance of Achievement 
This is the History of Wesley Carpenter’s tour in the Army which lead to receiving the Bronze Star Medal for 
Heroism with Valor and the Army Commendation Medal.  In 1965 the United States was engaged in a military 
action in Vietnam. Wesley Carpenter, a 3rd generation resident of Kirkland, was drafted into the Army in April 
of 1965 at the age of 21.  He attended basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  In July he transferred to 
Advanced Infantry Training at Fort ORD, California and then attended Drill Sergeant School eventually 
becoming an Assistant Drill Sergeant.  In December his orders were changed from being a Drill Sergeant to 
being deployed to combat in Vietnam as part of Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion of the 1st Infantry Division’s 
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16th Infantry, aka The Big Red 1.  Before shipping to Vietnam, he returned home to Kirkland to marry his high 
school sweetheart, Carol Wilson from Houghton.   

Wes Carpenter arrived in Vietnam in January of 1966.  In April of 1966 his C Company was sent into the jungle 
in Operation Abilene.  Far into the jungle and without backup his Company was ambushed by hostile forces.  
He laid down a base of fire in his assigned sector.  He continued placing a steady and deadly stream of 
accurate fire into the Viet Cong position until his weapon was shot from his hand. At this time, he was so 
seriously wounded that he could no longer hold his weapon.  Looking around his position, he saw many other 
wounded laying about him.  Though not a trained medical aidman, he rendered first aid in a most professional 
manner.  Working under fire and without adequate bandage, he improvised dressing to stop the bleeding.  His 
prompt action saved the lives of many comrades who would have bled to death if left unattended.  After 
treating the wounded, he did what he could to aid and comfort the men in hope of easing some of the pain.  
He constantly reassured the men that help was on the way.  While moving among the patients, he found an 
unmanned radio which he picked up and moved to a central location.  For the remainder of the night he 
rendered periodic reports to the acting company commander.  Throughout the action he was constantly busy 
moving among his patients and monitoring the radio.  PFC Carpenter’s outstanding display of aggressiveness, 
devotion to duty, and personal bravery is in keeping with the finest traditions of the military service and 
reflects great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division and the United States Army. Mr. Wes Carpenter, 
PFC Carpenter, U.S. Army, was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Valor for heroism in connection with 
military operations in fierce combat with a Viet Cong battalion in the Battle of Abilene.  He was also awarded 
The Purple Heart for injuries sustained in this battle.   

After this battle PFC Carpenter returned home to Kirkland to spend time with his wife and family. When he 
returned back to Vietnam, he was assigned to driving ambush patrol teams in a deuce and a half truck. In 
December of 1966 PFC Carpenter was driving a truck which was carrying an ambush patrol on the return to 
base camp. Suddenly a large claymore mine was detonated beside the road and several casualties were 
sustained among the patrol members. The brake lines were severed and several tires were flat. PFC Carpenter 
immediately dismounted exposed himself to hostel sniper fire to check on his men. When PFC Carpenter had 
helped the wounded men and made what repairs he could to the truck, he returned to the cab and restarted 
the truck. In spite of extensive damage to the vehicle, he managed to drive it several miles over rough and 
unsecured roads to the nearest aid station. The outstanding courage displayed by PFC Carpenter was directly 
responsible for saving the lives of several men. PFC Carpenter’s actions are in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United 
States Army.  Mr. Wes Carpenter, PFC, U.S. Army, was awarded the Army Commendation Medal. 

Mr. Carpenter returned home to Kirkland in January of 1967 and received an honorable discharge from the 
Army.  

While on tour in Vietnam Wes was given a day off and went into Saigon. He had been fortunate enough to 
bring along a camera and took many pictures of the landscape, town, and people of Saigon to share when he 
came home. After returning from Vietnam, Wes did not talk much about his tour and did not consider himself 
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a hero. However, when asked by Lake Washington High School to come to classes to share what he learned 
about Vietnam he graciously brought along his slides and shared them with the students. He talked about the 
beauty of the landscape and the welcoming nature of the Vietnamese people in Saigon. The pictures of those 
Saigon slides are included in the attached presentation of Wes’s tour in Vietnam. 

Wes represented the City of Kirkland honorably while serving in the military and continues to do so as an 
upstanding citizen. 

This history and description of this achievement was recounted by Shelli Craig, Wes’s daughter, from 
conversations with Wes Carpenter and from newspaper clippings. 

              

   
   

 

 

 

To the Kirkland Park Board 
In September my mom and I signed up for the Parks Department Scavenger Hunt about the History of 
Kirkland.  In working through the historic clues with my mom and dad I realized how much they know about 
Kirkland. One of the clues led us to the Plaza of Champions at the Marina. There we had to find the name of a 
local military person that is honored there for receiving a medal serving in the U.S. Navy.  I realized then that 
my dad should also be honored in the Plaza of Champions. I believe he is truly a Kirkland hero. Vietnam ended 
in April of 1975.  Now 45 years later from that ending and 53 years since his honorable discharge from the 
Army, I believe honoring my dad in the Plaza would be an appropriate honor to bestow upon this great 
Kirkland native, upstanding citizen, and generous, wonderful man. 

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. 

Shelli Craig 

  

1, Wes Carpenter, attest tha!._hz a true account of this information. 

1db/)---tk•3r: L~ ' Date: Ir:/✓ / z.c LO 
Wesley Robert Carpenter 
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Significance of Achievement Documentation 

 

News article published in The Eastside Journal in December 1966 before shipping off to Vietnam: 
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Bronze Star Medal for Heroism with Valor Award Letter: 

 

GEN tlli .. L ◊ROERS 
Ntl:.iBE_,: 763 

1!E.,D"l '.~lTE..'1S 1ST lNr' JlT:1Y DlV13ICM 
. C Sm Frmcisco 96J45 

SECTivW I 

2J 1:ny 1966 

1 . TC 320, The f vlk wing ; .','7:.RD is nnnc unc-.<l , 

C ~J,c-iu T;;:r-1 , 
Co.np:my c , 

.w:irded : 

~:ESLID: R us.563eo.504 i":GV •. TE 1"Ii·lST CL .ss EJ Unit.;d St::itcs ·.rn-u 
2d Bo.t talicn, 16th Infantry 

Effoctiv,s1 11>.!nth: 
D;ite c f acti n; 
Theater, 
H~:1S1..n: 

. uthvrity, 

The Brcnza Sto..r l•iedal with "V" D.,vice 
,·;ey 1966 
11. ,.pril 1966 
,,epublic c,f Via tnam 
r<,r h.;rcism in c . nnvcti<..n -;.--itb milit.:,ry Lp .. r .. thns agains t 
:i h,stil.a f ;.,rc .;, : On this d ta , his c1.mp/\ny 1~:is ,::,n .~goo 
in f i erce ct..inbat td th on esti.m.:ited Vi9t C-.ng bQtt~lic.-n, 
Uuring the initbl enQ.;.,unte r Priv:ita first Clo.ss CGrp,mter 
l:1id d~wn a base c f fire in his 3ssigncd Sclctur. Be 
ccntinu~'Ci tlacing a stclad.v ::ind dJadly s tra~m c f ~ccur~te 
fir<, intc the Vi e t Cong p,s i ti•,n until his wa ~pvn wa.s 
sh, t fr, 1u his hand, ,t this time he ,,as sc.- s.ari~usly 
w,und.ad tli:1t h"' c ,uld no lcngur h, ld his :.eopcn , Lc_;king 
~~ i;:.;;;i-ti.,,n M..S.'.llLlltlJ:lY- • thar ,,. nnd .ad ~rig 
'\b cut him. Th, ugb n ... t 11 tr:iinoo m...-,a.ical. oidman, bli! 
r endered first i id in A m .st pr~f-3s1,i,nal tMnner . · .:•ricing 
Ul'\Cler fire '.lnd wit.h,ut :)d a~unte b'.'.ncl. 0 ge, he impr, Vi.sed 
drt!ssings t , ste p the blt!..ding. ~is ,:,rvmpt 0 cti:,ns S'.'.v.:d · 
th.J 1.iv<1s of ,'l!lY c, tr.r:ides whv w,uld hwa bl~d to de'.'.th 1£ 
l e ft una ttclnds1d, fte r tr<:>1+.ing the w, undad, ha did 11hat 
he CvUld t q :iid -:im' c .ulfc,rt the :nen in the h,-pe , f e'lJ3ing 
s .. ri.a f th<> p:iin , rfo c~nst:mt'.1.¥ r .::,a.ssur-.."Cl the :r~n thl.l.t 
h.,11, was ~n ih,; w~y. ',bile a .. ving nmcng tho p:iticnts, be 
~- l!nd ~n un,.a'nrh.ld r 12cli- 11hich he picked up ':ll'ld tn...vad tC a 
e _ntrol lcc·:ti<..n , :i\ r thcl N.:c:ii.r:der c! the night he 
r e no.-.1r.ed ~=ricdic r vJ;;l•rts tv th" acting c-:1:r- ~ny c, mmm'lder , 
Thrcu.gh~ut th.;, ~cti, n h..l was c,nstnntly busy ir.i.,ving atc(ng 
his :i:,aticnts •md ni.,nit, r ing tho ro.dic , l?riv~t3 ?irst Cl:iss 
C• rp,,nter•s , utst~nding displ:w t.I 2g&r0ssiv_n ..lss , devctit n 
tv duty, ,md pars. mil br11,~ ry is in keeping hi th the finast 
tradi.tit.ns of tba rnilitory S<ll"\ ic~ 'l!ld r <1fl0cts gN~ t 

Gredit up~n hirr$ . lf, tha 1st Infruitr'IJ Di visiln, and the 
tlni t ~d &tato;, .. r,·,w. 
By dirdCti:.,n vf the Prasid,mt, urufor th<> ;:irvvisi-.,ns c. f 
:Exdcuti.va Order 11046, 

5 .!.CTiul• Il 

l, TC J20. Tho f l ll,.,wing .. : ..• ilD is ;i.nnc \11\c,:ld, 
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Bronze Medal article published by The Eastside Journal: 

 

'l'IIE t :NITE'D ST1YfES ()F AlVIEJ{ICA 
TO Al,L WHO SHALL SEE THESE PHESEN'l'S, GHEETl,:rG: 

THIS IS 'l'O CETIT JFY THA'l' 
'l'IIE PnESIDEN'l' OF 1'1JE 1-'Nl 'l' ED S TATES OF AMEHIC, 
Al'"l'HORIZED BY E/ECllTIVE OHDlm , FEBHlJAR 7 -1• ,W•f•'l• 

IIAS AWAHDED 

'TI-IE BRONZE STAI~ MEDAL 

TO 

FOR 
HEHOISM LT GHOUN'll CO:\IUAT 

Ii. ·rlil: ru;i,ua ... 1c OF '/I.:.'T.,M. Oh U APRIL l;.166 

GIYEN t'NUEH MY HAND IX THE C ITY OF WASHINGTON 
THJS ;:I;;HT,;,J,TH llAY OP >'.AI 1966 

~ .... J.., R. R-
"l,_, ... llT" . .... 1H • "1'111 , /\WI.I\ 

ct ion: 

B onze M 
awarded 

dal for heroism 
'irkland soldier 

rst Class 
IOOl'I 37 
y w • 

angamt,ush 

. 

around his position, 
y r o, 
ht ,. 

C 

dar fire wllhOUl adequate 
bendag, he l 

co 

an 
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Battle of Abilene article published by The Eastside Journal. This is the battle that resulted in the Bronze Star 
Medal and The Purple Heart. 

 

Pfc. Carpenter: 

Local soldier one of two 
not hurt in V.C. ambush 

By CliARLES 0. MORGAN company was decimated by a 
Viet Cong ambush on April 12. 

Every member of the Wesley 'The action took place about 
Cupenter family of Kirkland 50 miles from Saigon. 
had his heart in the mouth and • • • 
prayer on his lips when news- IN A letter to his wife Carol 
(Nllel'S rold of '"C" Company (nee Wil110J1) and his parents; 
1-ng wJped out last month in Pfc. Wesley told how the Viet . 
Viet Nam. Pfc. Wesley Car- Cong hit them from all sides 
):1lll!llfer .u one of two army after they had separated from 
.,;:::: left UDbart out of a Companys ueu and "A" for one 

of. 37 men when this day. 

It is almost inconceiveable 
to the folks at home remote 
from the jungles and filth of 
Viet Nam of the terror of an 
attack such as Pfc. Wesley 
Carpenter underwent with fel.. 
low soldiers less than one month 
ago. 

His own wrds to his wife 
best describe the action: 

"We got a little llllper fire 
(Continued on Page 6) 

PFC. CARPENTER 
&a~lvea Viet Ambu1h 
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Pfc. Wes Carpenter 

1 of only 2 unhurt 
(C"o11t1nued lrom P1p;e I) 

hen" RnJ lhtro and " got OM 

man Id II, d And 11 wounded. We 
wor t In roal thick Junr;tlo. Wo 

d~art.-d I lmall ho~ 10 1 hcU

t'Olllnt· could low"r a rOJla und 

r,,1 ti., woundc<L 
" JUll H tho 1CUfll.t'C t00¥ oU 

with lhr WOll.l1dN.I, tilt' v.c. opcn

od up or1 u11 (rom ovory side, 

WO didn' t h11vo I ChMc.e, •n10y 

had .50 r allhr r rna"hlnc- guns 
<m tour 1h1'•1 oC ua anrJ a whole 
b.tnch o( .60 callhrr ml't'h.lntt 

tt.tna, J;n!'nodca, mortar• antJ 
ovcrythJna. Wo fot11 ht u we 

could 
" My gun was 1'hol right out 

of my hnnda and I moved hack 

lo the mlddle of the people but 

they Wl!rt• all dead, I reM:hed 

to gral., another rUJc, and a tree 

foll on m,., I thought I was a 

r,oncr. I could noc mo\·e and 

men ..,.,. yotlln;; and dying all 
ove.r, 

" Altrr the !inn, had atopped 

tJ.,y (tlK! V,C .) """" coml"l, In 

to kill ua alt, hut our 1.rt1llfory 

came dovm on us, ,o they ran 

off wtth many of our weapons 
lllld JtCtlT. 

1"There wcre a few men stiU 

able to movo around, ao I yell
ed to .ameone 10 se, the tree 

off my back 11nd ho did. It took 

15 minutes Cor tho focUngtogct 

bnck In my loga, a.rd then 1 

a.ancd mo,1ng from man to 

man. It wu ., dar k by then 

I couldn't sec coo much but I 

could hear the yeWng for help. 

I crawled to II many men as 

I coukl and saved a lot ol thc.m 
from blocdlng u, death. 

" 11l11 onr man had fl,..c Utt.le 

children and I worked on Wm 
for hours and gave him mouth 

co mouth resuK.ltatton but he 

died in my arma. ... 
' rn-t&."'J I hear a Ueutcnant 

yetung for help, be wu f rom 

another platoon but I went to 

him. He was shot f:lve times, 

three In the back, once in the 

sJ-,uJdcr and once ln the ~ 

'The m an was b1ecding ,o bad 

I used anything I could grab ID 

stop the blcoding but I couldn' t 

stop 1t for a \\hUe. I worked 

on htm !or hours uno t I did. 

We hadn't had water for a long 

time and all tho 'Miunded men 

were ye lling: for water. I crawl

ed to a, many as I coukl Und 

and gove them water I had !ound 

otf the dead men' s canteens. 

"'Then I &rabbed a rid.to and 

wu kaep1nc In concact wltb 

'B' Company and tlie lll't1llery 

taWC dem bow to pt to u.. 
181 Company had walked all 

day &Ai now had to watt. 1000 

meters at night tn the Jung!e 

aid thM-' s damn near trq,o~ 

llble, 
••1 wrent back to lhe Ul'U

tenant and carried htm to whc.n:: 
the otho.r mc.,n 'M'r"O ltiU living 

and could be oble ID IJ&ht. 
In tha morntQa 18 ' Company 

cune wtth water aod ttocmrs, 
au our doctors were 1hot or 
woundod- I saW!d ., man)· 

Uw• but was W\abW to aavc 
u many u I wantrd to, 

.. Out ot 150 ~. 35 dcaJ, 
67 wounded and about cbe reat 

of us lall wtth a f"'w nicb he.re 

and there. In my platoon o! 

37 tl11.u'CI v-a"' onty two pcopl.it 

unban and &ble lO welk. H WU 

me and • now man, Bd ~ 1011ran. 
We had n1ne kJla.d ....s au llia 

ro•t all WOWld,,d. Loroy wtll 

be alr1Rhr. he jUllt pt a bullet 

In ~ AJ.d t d!dri't ldr 0: 
horft' . thw Cod, 

' "So God WH wtU1 UA au LJ~ 
way Plr.allt' rr111111~ Mo 

I am alright.' ' Wc.s."' ... 
1N A lairr It-arr to flit rnott ... 

·r a.nd father , Carpt>nh r told 

that Ccn,•ral W sunorc:IMdcon,.. 

frltuta~d the st.trvl 'fOl"I, 11• 

·ncrel had tlJ1e0 er 1, b.1 toJd 
Lham, U11u 0~ VI I r bad 

onJy Ont' ml Hlon an:! that M--5 

to kill overybo<Jy ln •'(;11 Cora. 

pony because they "3if t:tl,d 

Md deatroyed oo much nf ,,., 

V,C, food IUPPIY and 01ulpn 1 

A U>tal of &00 V,C, had been 

Id Lied. The U, S. lo~ d, 

up one role, Wcst,y wror , and 

found 150 V.C. bodies. 
'Tbcre were an e.ltlmat«! 

t.000 V.C. In the mack on 

~;n':n~ and onty tSO \ 

ibis letter was wrtUan two f 
days a!tcr the an.ck .and n,;·

fleclL'd some of the shoc.k. of 

the: experience, hta moihcrnot
od. 

Pfc. C&.r'fit'nr~r r radua.tod 

from Lalce Waslun;;mn IO;h 
School In 1963, Joined tho army 
AprU 13, 1965, and went to 

Viet Nam Jan, 2S this year. 
" I'd rathe.r be hef'e than have 

Rfck, Gary or Marcy here, .. 

he hu written. He was refer

ring to his young:r brother 

Rick , In Redmond Jwtlor IOgh 

School, and hls twin cousin., 

Cary and Marty Jotr,,.,n. John 

Is 1n the J\avy tn San Otego. 

Hls sister, Chert, attend.I 6th 

"""" at Mark Twain Elemen
tary Sci'ool, end his marned 

sister, Airs. TomDouc.eac U\"eS 

In Kirkland. 

The family sends him cue 
and cooki.es and hJs ra,-ortte Is 

bee! )erl:y for eatlnj; while on 

W mo,c, his mother reports. 

1be most knowlng yearning: ls 

for fresh f ru..lt, aw~• and 
oranges, she added. Anythln;, 

that IS malled Is Individually 

wrapped In foil and Is received 

ln about four days, Mrs. Car

penter reported. 
"l', e been getting The Jour

nal regularly now, " Pfc. Car

penter closed his laSt letter. 

He was n,lcrrlng to the sub-. 

,crlption sent through the cour

tesy or the Kirt.land Jo.ycccs 

and The Journal 10 &II service 
personnel O\"er seas. 
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Wes Carpenter did not talk much about his experiences in Vietnam until the movie The Last Full Measure 
came out in 2020 which recounts The Battle of Abilene.  In the movie the helicopter lowers the medic from a 
helicopter into the jungle to retrieve wounded men.  Wes helped clear the jungle for this maneuver and 
watched the medic lower down right next to him.  He is listed in the credits of this movie as one of the “Mud 
Soldiers” as they were referred to.  His name is listed as Wesley Carpenter. If you would like to see what Wes 
Carpenter experienced during the battle that resulted in the award of the Bronze Star Medal with Valor you 
can watch this movie as it is an accurate depiction of the battle. 
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Letter from Washington State Senator, Henry M. Jackson, to Wes Carpenter’s mom Ella. 

 

 

 

RICHAR C B. R U$S E I..L, GA,, CHAIRMAN 

J OHN STENNIS, MISS. 
$ TUAftT $YMINGTON, MO. 
H ENIIY M. JACKSON, WASH. 
SAM J. ERVIN, JR., N.C, 
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV, 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W. VA, 
STEPHEN M, YOUNG, OHIO 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
THOMAS J. MCINTYRE, N.H. 
DANIEL B. BREWSTER, MO. 
HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA. 

LEVERETT S ALTONSTALL, MASS. 
MARGAIIET CKASE SMITH, MAJN£ 
STl'tOM THURMOHI:>, S.C, 
JACK MILLER. IOWA 
JOHN G. TOWat. TEX, 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERV ICES 

WILLIAM H, DARDEN, CHIEF OF UAFF 
CHARLES 11. KU.SOW, CKIU CLCl'II< 

Mrs. Elmer Carpenter 
>rth Slater 

Kirkland, Washington 

Dear Mrs. Carpenter: 

December 20, l966 

During my recent trip to Vietnam as a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, I had an opportunity for 
a brief visit with your son, PFC Carpenter, on December 5 
near An Loe. 

He was in good spirits and -wanted me to be sure and 
say "hello." I want you to know how proud I am of your 
son and all that he is doing for our country. 

Sincerely yours, 

L~~~ 
HMJ:f 
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Army Commendation Medal Award Letter: 

 

 

 

GENERAL ORDlill.S 
NUMBER 3625 

HE,\DQ\JARTBRS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION 
;,po San Franci sco 9634$ 

Al1JJUJ OF THE .W,II COMMJ!NDATION lllEDAL 

21 ~lay 1967 

1. TC J20. Tbe .following IMAAD is announced . 

CARPENTER, WESLEY R us563ao504 PRIVATE FIRST CLASS .!i3 1Jnited Sta,tes AI'l113 
Headquart&rs and Headq'llarters Company 2d Battalion 16th Inrantry 

Awarded: Army Coron-enclation !1'..edal with 11 v 11 clevioe 
Date or action: 22 DeceJnber 1966 
Theater: Republic or Vietnm 
Reason: For heroism: On th i s elate , Private First Clase 

Carpenter was driving a truclc which was cai,rying an 
ambush patrol an their return to base camp. Suddenly 
a large claymore mine was detonated beside the road and 
several casualties were sustained among the r,atrol 
members. The Whicle wall stopped with five o! it, 
sue tires f lat and the drive train brol<;en open. Private 
First Class Carpenter imn:ediately d.i.smomt ed and 
exposed h:lmsel.f to hoetile sniper fire as he moved to 
the rear of the vehicle t o administer first aid to the 
casualties . When Private First Claes Carpenter had 
treated the ,~ou:ided. iten and made what repairs he could 
t o the truck, he returned to the cab and reatart.ed the 
truck. In spite of extensive dama~ to the vehicl.e, 
he managed to dr:tve 1.t several miles over rough and 
u:isecured roads to the nearest aid station. '.ihe 
outstandil1g courage displayed by Private First Class 
Carpenter was directly responsible for saving the 
liwa of several men. Private First Cl ass Carpenter's 
aatione are in keeping with th.B finest traditions of 
the military service and refleat. great credit upon 
him.self, the lat Inrai1try Division, and t he United 
Ste.tee Arrey. 

Authority: By direction of the Secretary of the Anny, mder the 
}:lroviBions of AR 672-5- 1. 

ron THE OOMMJ\N DJili: 

OFFICIAL: 

ri/4,ti&i;l.b 
ALAN H. BA.DINE 
Captain, AGC 
AJ;sistant Adjutant General 

EI11lARD B. KI TCHEI-JS, JR 
Colonel, OS 
Chief of staff 
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Army Commendation Medal Certificate: 

 

 

 

  

THIS !S TO CEB'J'HT '!'11.\1' 
'l'IIE SECHETAHY O F THE AHMY HAS A\VAHDED 

WITH "V" DEVICE 

TO 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WESLEY R. CARPENTER, US5638O5O4, UNITED STATES ARMY 

FOH 

HEROISM IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ON 22 DECEMBER 1966 

GIVEN l'XDEH J\IY HAND IN THE CITY OF \\'AS I IINGTON 
TH IS TWENTY- EIGHTH DAY OF J UNE 1067 

C.>-:s:--6-~ 
-J. H. HAY 

Major General, USA 
Commanding 
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Article published in The Eastside Journal about the incident that led to the Army Commendation Medal.  
Wes is in picture on the right. 

 

Army cites 
Carpenter 
for 'valor' 

Wesley Carpenter, who has 
been out of the Anny since 
January, recently received an 
Anny Commendation Medal 
with "V" (for valor) Device 
for Heroism. 

The incident for which Car
penter was cited occurred Dec. 
22, 1966 in Vietnam and was 
recounted with the citation. 

Carpenter was dr iving an 
army truck carrying an ambush 
patrol on return to base camp 
when a mine was detonated along 
the road. Several casualties 
were sustained among patrol 
members and the vehicle was 
stopped with five of its six 
tires flat. 

Pfc. Carpenter dismounted 
and exposed himself to sniper 
fire as he moved to the rear of 
the vehicle to administer first 
aid to casualties. After treat
ing wounded and making repairs 
he could to truck. Carpenter 
returned to cab and restarted 
truck. In spite of extensive da
mage he drove it several miles 
to nearest aid station. 

According to the Army cita
tion, Carpenter's courage was 
directly r esponsible for sav
ing t~ lives of several men. 
The commendation medal -wu 
at:ven bi tha ~ft.on 
~el 
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Article published in The Eastside Journal about Wes’ return home from Vietnam. 

 

  

J/n111ilv J,,,s (;J,,.ist111lls "'second ti,ne around' 
B SHIRLn Ll'-'DAliL 

Accord!n~ to the calendar It 
Is Jan. ~5. but the Chrtstma~ 
tree ts snU up, tt,t, outdoor 
lights are still In place, the 
house Is acilner v.1th Chns1-
mas decor-anons and the tur
ike 1s m the freezer. 

This is the tesu,e scene 
at the home 01 \!r. and ~!rs. 
Elmer Carpenter. 104151\. Sla
a,r, this v.eel for they are 
celebran • Chrisonas. Ac
rually, 11 ,nil be the second 
,nstallment of this special day 
for they o•t!y had part of their 
famil) present "hen they cele
brated on Dec. 25. Everything 
bn beeo l:ept in readiness for 
tbe return of the two older boys 
wbo .,..,re expected home Oil 

mtlttary Jea,es a month later. 

As an aclded surprise, v.hen 
their son,\\ esley, arrived home 
early Thursday morning he an-

ounred he had JUSt received 
hts d1schar.,e from the Army 
\\h1ch had not hcen ant1c1pated 
Ul'U! /.pnl. 

Tins younr Rose H!ll man 
has seen a grea1 deal of action 
durmr his y«!ar in Vietnam. 
Folio\\ ing an ambush while on 
petrol In "Operabon /.bllene/' 
he v.as one of only 17 sur
\'lvors and for his efforts tu 
aid the wounded he received 
the Bronze Star. For injuries 
sustained in this and other skir
mishes he was a\\arded two 
Purple Hearts. 

J use two days before Christ 
mas he was dnvm~ a troop 
earner truck "'th the Utg Red 
outfit when it struck a mrne. 
Seelcing help for the 22 wounded 
men, he drove the heavily dam
aged truck "ith fl\'e flat tires 
and no brakes tv.o miles back 
to camp. Again his concern for 
the ltves of others as he aided 

the lnJured was recogm zed as he 
\\as given the Army Commen
dahon Medal. 

\\ hile relieved ro be home, 
he no doubt reflec!S frequently 
on what he has expt:rlenced 
the past year. Presently t,t, 
and his wlfe, Carol, are re
siding in Houghton at the home 
of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Clyde Wilson, 1012- N.E. 63rd. 

The packages under the tree 
won't be opened until the arrival 
of the Carpenter's Navy son, 
John, who ls expected this "eek 
for a 14-day leave. He is an 
aviation mechanic at the Lemore 
Naval Ari Station near Fresno, 
Calif, and has been in the ser
vice almost a year. 

Anxiously \\elcom!ng these 
two big brothers are Cherie 

EAST SIDE JOURNAL, Page 9 
Wednesday, January 25, 1967 

and Ricky as "ell as their mar
ried sister, Carol (Mrs. Tom 
Doucette) Tt,t, proud mother. 
Ella Carpenter, ,s a long ttme 
Rose HIil residenL Other local 
relatives Joining 1n this spec,al 
January Christmas celebraoon 
will be the: .J. S, Spe~cers. Bob 
Spencers, Eugene Johnson, 
~lartln J ohnsons and the Tom 
Doucettes. 
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Purple Heart Medal Certificate: 

 

Article published in The Eastside Journal about the award of the Purple Heart. 

 

TO ALL WHO Sll.\LI. SEE THESE PI-rnSEN'l'S, GllEETING: 

THIS IS TO CEHTIFY 'fHA'l' 
1'11E PilESIDEI\'T OF THE IJNI'l'ED S'f.\TES OF Al\IEHICA 

HAS A"TARl)J,:;)) THE 

PlTTTPLE II EAl{T 
ESTABLISIIEB DY GENEnAJ. GEOHGJ': WA.SllINGTON 

A'l' NEWBlTHGII, NEW YOHli. A.l'GllS'I' 7, 1782 
TO 

PRIVATS FIRS'l CLASS WE3LET R. CARPUfl'E?, us5l,}80504, UNITE:> STATES ARMY 
CCHPlllT C, ZD BATnLIOff, lW'U IlfFA.?rr3I 

l.i .. n:P'A.lf'.fflY DIV13I0H 

FOH WOl'NDS TIEC.EJ\'E D 
L\' ACTJON 

ll ArRll 1966 
R.t..i'UBLIC OF VlE?lfJ.~ 

GIVEN t 1NOEll MY 11.\NO IN 'l'JJE UJTY OF W.\SJ-1 1:XG 'l'ON 

~~~ IJ.\Y OF HU .~.~~~?.~b .~~,~ 
~.:. 

Carpenter gets 
Purple Heart 

\rm y Pl· Wi>slt•y R. Car• 
p nter, whos wife, Carol, 
lives al 10127 N.E. 63rd, 
Kirkland, was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal and the 
Purpl e Hear t Medal June 15 
in Vietnam. 

Caroenter rece1 ved Ute 
Bronze star for valor rn action 
against Viet Cong forces. The 
Purple Heart was awarded 
for wowids received in action. 

The 22-year-old soldier is 
assigned to Company C, 2nd 
Battalion of the 1st Infantry 
Division's 16th Infantry, He 
entered the Army in April 
1965 and completed basic 
training at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Mo. 

The son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elme w. Carpenter, -
N. Slater, he was graduated 
from Late Wasb!D,ton Hlgb 
Scbool 1D 1963. 
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Wes Carpenter’s Medals: 

 
The Bronze Star 
The Bronze Star has the distinction of being an award for heroism or achievement, offered 
to both U.S. troops and qualifying members of foreign military organizations. The Bronze 
Star was created in 1944 and can be presented for both valor and/or meritorious service. 
The Army Commendation Medal 

The Army Commendation Medal is awarded to any member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States other than General Officers who, while serving in 
any capacity with the Army after 6 December 1941, distinguished himself by heroism, 
meritorious achievement or meritorious service. Award may be made to a member of the 
Armed Forces of a friendly foreign nation who, after 1 June 1962, distinguishes himself by an 
act of heroism, extraordinary achievement, or meritorious service which has been of mutual 
benefit to a friendly nation and the United States. 

The Purple Heart 
This military medal awarded for wounds or loss of life in combat “as the result of an act of 
any opposing force” has its origins in the American Revolution. Originally created and 
presented as the Badge of Military Merit initiated by George Washington in 1782, the 
Purple Heart was created in 1932 based on Washington’s design and intent. 
  



Identity with Greater Kirkland Documentation 

Wes Carpenter's maternal grandparents, Joseph and Florence Spencer, moved to Kirkland in 1925. Their 

daughter, Ella, was 6 years old. Ella married Elmer Carpenter and they lived in Houghton when Wes was 

born in 1943. They built their home in North Rose Hill in 1948 when Wes was 5 years old. Wes built his 

home on the same property in 1969 and still lives there today. Wes has lived in Kirkland his entire life, 

77 years this December, 2020. 

Joseph and Florence Spencer 
Wes' grandparents 

Moved to Kirkland in 1925 

Wes Carpenter 

Elmer and Ella Carpenter, Houghton Farm, 1947 
Wes Carpenter in dark shirt 

and 2 of his 4 siblings 

Plaza of Champions Page 18 I 27 
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Wes Carpenter as Babe Ruth Chinook League president and Assistant State Director

 

 

  

Carpenter retires 
Wes Carpenter (left) presents Bill Petter with trophy 

for .state championship the Senior Babe Ruth team, 

sponsored by Petter's Bel-Kirk Motors, won in Camas. 

In front of the men are trophies for finishing on top of 

the Eastern Division of the Chinook Senior Babe Ruth 

League this year and the state championship trophy 

for 1969. Tbe other two trophies are for second in the 

state and division champs last year. Carpenter, 

president of the Chinook League for two years and 

assistant state director for the Senior Babe Ruth this 

year, has announced his retirement from coaching. 
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Wes Carpenter (top right) as team Manger and his brother Rick is a team player win State Championship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

B~i-=-Kf~k surprise tournament winner 

SDonlO.-.d b)' Bel~lrtc: motort ~ Klrtdand u,,. ,-,1or Babe 

Ru+h .tats ehln,plon ltam tncludn; Back raN- Roger MIiier, 

COIOh (left).. Randy Allen, Lou K•OY, Ooog Ewing, Joe Green

haw, Miro Ciwr'btrla"1, WH carpent,r, m.l.l\lQtr. Mlddle 

rt111 - Ride ~ ow.t W.,..ler, Sldp Frtzlfl', Bob 

~rat&. Front row • Marl( Salg.d,, Brian Soott, Rc,d Strain, 

Mfke MOrln, Rich Det111 Carl 8erg, batt,oy, 
Jwr nal photo 

Funds sought for regional tourney 
Be~klrt Motors cama Jn oa ID ~ S(JIMJZ:, A sudden dl!llth doubleboader 

dlr'OUp die b&cll: dclol' to ..-a Bec!hl adsa.s da ball •vtD& 'tdtb die Kilu Dine began CID a 

Iba uptat of the bl.-11-MD It. namr ~ lle(wwo dtSIDal noc. for S.L-Kut. 

and wtnl:bo~Baba:Qulb mlrdandllome. Adlrow!Opkk Trailiqf.QIDcbebonomofd:le 

aate tltle. oft die rumw tdl C&ln'a abow- Hftb lDalJI&. tbe motorhlts uved 

WbUe ID1l1lou of cyos were dar, u, bom:! l!IO left Oekt ..S • tive-run IUJ"prlJre for dw:Vll-

c.tued «1. !!pl~ addcvetlWIU, al.In dal nm. icon. 

Bol-Kirt i:una.d t1!a tablH oo Bechtel pw up one bit tv Sln1D opened upwlthadouhle 

O.V.Oer"fotdllcna,,._ RlctCarpearar,dle...SBel-. 1D pa¥91M•y!orsll\lJUby 

am,adoubw.a.r t-Sm! I..Z. artma.r-11etac.1. MntaadPni-Jer.~ 
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$2,500 a1p to MoialillD'l'IN', by S.LIQrt:dkk'tkDi&RIID- dllrd bueman and Ste and 

Call!., -Jo-- ler - """"8"""" ID--• Morlo•llod 
ot vktorJ a, ct:.,y acqwr-, the ~- for the 11 motor- and Winkler CMrpd die plaot, 

c:ndecatJII bul DOI: die buk.. lat btta. 9COrin& OIi a wild pitch. 

rolL Slip Prw.zlerdolal,.lelltaRICh Wlllk.le:r threw ""1 ~tJiaC 

Mauprl{e1 ~vad Oahl.l:nU.boaomofdle ....... nmfor~atdlepll&ointt.e 

Ropr Miller, C06da. baYe ap. tor tbt .tmwwnm, Ml.teMor.lu topoltbe sc,v9DUL,. 

l OO DOO S00- 4 77 
003 000 J0l - 5 10 1 

~ Oresae! and tt.all; 
M<Sevonty. KlDar,! and O'Bria 
T,ee 001001 0 - 26 .f 
~ Kart 2Cl1 010i- ◄ 5 2 
_,..., S.Jp<lo.-. ,..,,.._...,Scou. 

ICJler l20 0l0 0- .f 92 
Bel-KJrt OXI 050 x - 5 8 3 

JiDidilla, Klmba 11 aad 

o•en.; Chaderllln m:1Sc1ltt 
KU. 001 0000-161 
Bel-KJrlt 0J.0 010 X - 2 6 0 

McSeve1uy, Kmud a.ad 

o·en., •- ""' Scott. 
llohL pea-4 f.O tbtcOfNlllalrJ' Ill' ...,_iD1brwnma.tdaadoYbla Wllble&slb&D2fboursrut, 

-. • ..,. .... ,-,i.,.n. MdllDclo- ... _Slip ~-,._.....ir.,a,1,. 

tbs- ngtooal ~rmat. Pru:te!', Rick Cupaler, ad Kirt ID tbe ~-._, 

1)ee won dlll title 1ut ,-r OMA Wlakler ac:b rapped two pme, Ha acatt:eNd bve b.lta, \ ,. 

IIDd hid hlD WdJI Cit RW b1t1. •Untac a JUICle nm ta Klier 

tun!, for'- llip a.&-Xllt.las Daub.le play•, ),bia co Med • Diet JaolbND's ... hemer 

dnt days. Strain aod MlctO.WaldtoMor- bl die tbtrd IMh:g. 

n.,-...,. ~-• • ......,o eecuart defal-. fll!J,..,:xit •• tir. lO break 

pantouigtlr',"~Y,topr&- aivep!ay. cbe ICOnn& lee..,. Wtnkler 

pare fvr the first pme fndq, 1be N:X:C day bl die wmnar-'111 dnwJDg a -11, adYlodng on 

Ari'/ tlD.tadaJ al.d sholi.Jd Nfor - bracbt. Ud-'1 KyleClrJsi.- a 11qla by ~lD and ,coriag 

•ntad1Ddlel1r'tlm2Bu1b1ll 1eD sia&W 1D. Bill Q:mball llD aa B.tma'sdoubiat.alll'tceaier, 

AJIIIOdadaD. and t.cillpl ID die die .abldl ia:Dg llll poll !be WIii. Strain •• ntled ~ for 

'Ibo J~I oft'lc&, 125 Lale St. ~ pitcber T1IT)I SCbltftnao ml1SUII tbttd, 

s. m luier tbu • p.m. tadlly. -. lmocked oil. ttw IDDl.md by $:nm .,,....llri!d in tt.. llttb &o 

DeCadJre cllaqi&aa Tye& dine nm, Ja Che Eh1rd &anlQ&. apea Die nlly bt-!IZ,s to the 

dropped tm IU'alglit, to 0.V. yleJIUDg the- hill to GNg:Gr.5- wbmq IQIN!. ~tap: on 

Klial &Ad Btl-Nrk, aftw a 1-0 111tt, ODI of live player s plc.d mroup an error by the pitcher 

~ puc the mocorlsts II) alter die _.8CID to beef11p and bocb 1dnooed oo a w11d 

Fr lda.y rdgltt, daa Tyee cJ.De. pltda. 

lnopenl.Dgactioll,Klier'sTim Ore198t baJlced Ill the tJinc CarpemersinglDdlnStn.into 

1-vld&&a and am Kimball nm after l)'wblttqbadpulled coacb!e tt. ~ Bolb 

teamed up to pttcb a !11'),,blttu bDl llbeld LD the ~ of dlitt teams posted ltx bits With Bd,.. 

to Rllnler, anON:pll,team. 1be tnima, llri:'a enw-free parfonnance 

cllo fanned elpt LD tbc action. Se,-en eETOrs by 'fyeecolltrl- accouac:1tC, LD pan, Car tbe 'flin, 

Six o'clock brougtll BeL-tirt buted co tbl M loss. Kliar 101 200 0 - .f 6 2 

GTJeetodle&amoa:ltora Doua; Bwbrg coatal:Dcd die Ratmer 0000000-00 ◄ 

plrcbera duel bat'tftleQ Marc 1)-.. niz» ln dlelr second con- Ho ldut, IClrnball Slid 

C.......,.latn u4 Tyee's Don froaradoo as his formet JC.o- O'Brien: Waken and Jolmsoc.. 

BechteL proo teamm1t41, Becuel. Del-Kirt 000 000 0 - 0 1 2 

CtamberlalD allowed onJy .t» abllOrbed tbe loss. It w s TJw 000 OCX> l - 1 3 1 

dll'ee b.lta, 1IOtl coatrlb.itlq: tD a ftrst-ewr wln for Bel-Ku-k Cbaml>erklo andSc«t; Beeb-

the «ore i:i Che tlnal lDDIDii, OYtt Tyee, tel aDd Salgado 

s:t.n'e CaJn popped up behlrid Fn.ziu drow: lo Murata Rainier 140 004 l - 11 7 .S 

lbe lbortat0p who booted It , twice aDd O!u Winkler batted BIL,.IC!rk 250 400 l • 12 11 8 

Cbamberlam W&lia:I Diet ID 8riall Scott twice for tour a>.lllam ud Jol:moll; Oreeo-

SIOettlln 11.1111 Ku Martin. Be.I-Kirk NIii, btw, O.Wald aad Scott 
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Wes Carpenter working at a Gas Station in Houghton attempts to stop a robbery. 

 

East Side Jour11al 
The East Side's Prize-Winning Pioneer Newspa.pe; 

)ee lrJ-lo//f4/ 

Armed robber slugs 
Houghton station man 

A ttempung to subdue an 
armed robber, a Houghton 11erv
lce station anendant 1uesday 
suffered a sevorolycuteyebrow 
but saved part of the Intended 
loot. 

On duty at lbc Roclcet U-Savc 
OU Co, was Wes Carpenter, 20, 
• Rose Hill re1!dent. His boss, 
stal!on operator Bernard Des
rosier, had left for breakfast 
about 9:15 a,m, 

The stalion 11 on Lake Wash
ington Blvd. near the L■ Ice 
Washington Shipyard. 

AFTER gassing up a custom
er's car, Carpenter ntd he 
start"<! to go Inside the sr.a
llon. Walling behind a door 
was a man .,,...arla~ a e<:arf 
over hla face, recalled Car
penter. The masked robber 
stuck a gun, believed a 38-or
smaller-callber pistol, In the 
atrendant's back as he entered 
the station, Carpenmr told The 
Journal. 

"Gtmme the money," Car
penter quoted the robber, who 
then walked with the station 
attendant to caah drawers ar 
pa pumps outSlde the atalion. 

On learning the drawera were 
locked, the anned man de
manded to know, said Carpen
ter: "How do you make 
change?" With money not yet 
counted Into ■ cash drawer, 
kept In the sak, the 2~year-

over Inside the statlao • Car
penc,;,r whir!"<!, he Hid. 

MISSCl;G was $~9.50, accon!
lng to Carpenter. Left behind 
oy the robber "·aa $2.5.50 u, 
change, ~ added. 

After comlnl! to, Carpenter 
called Houghton police. Sg:. 
John Barnes said Tuesday ~ 
robbery 1' under l~::gatlon. 

BleedlnC profusely from !he 
cut eyebrow, C1rpea:er ,.., 
taken to O,-erlakc lloe~ul for 
treatment. He v.asba.::k at• rt 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Carpenter U,;es ,rto tl1 par
ents, Mr. ':Wei EhMrCu-
penter, It Slater. 

Robber Slugs 
'Gas' A ttenda 

A rob 
a nbo 
111omlni; 

a 

1 

0 
h 

t 
lh 

t of 
unmediatc 

Lone 
Robs 
s 
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Wes Carpenter’s family land in North Rose Hill when it flooded.  His mom, Ella Carpenter, is in the picture.

 

High winds, torrential rains lash city 
High winds and torrential 

rains apparently did little 
damage in the Kirkland
Redmond area Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday. 

Puget Power reported a 
sprinkling of power outages 
Monday morning. A tree across 
a power line at 78th Ave. N.E. 
and Juanita Drive left about 100 
customers without electricity 

until noon, according to a 
company spokesman. 

Eighteen customers were 
without power for a short time 
atN.E.106thand 106th N.E. and 
another outage affected about 
20 customers at N.E. 100th at 
122nd N.E. 

A tree was reported down 
across lines just south of 
Duvall. 

Jerry Fogarty, district 
manager for General 
Telephone, said that storm 
damage was remarkably light 
and was mostly in the outlying 
areas. 

Robert Ely, chief of the 
Greater Kirkland Department 
of Fire Services, said his 
department was called out only 
twice during the storm - to help 

MRS. ELMER CARPENTER POINTS AT 'NEW LAKE' 

Formed when culvert near 405 pl urged Journal photo 

pump out a flooded basement 
and to stand by a downed power 
line. · 

Little flooding was noted 
within Kirkland as the city's 
new storm drains took care of 
the rainwater. 

"There was nothing of major 
consequence," said Art 
Knutson, director of public 
services. "There . were a few 
flooded basements. Three years 
ago, with a storm like that, 
streets would have been flooded 
in downtown Kirkland and City 
Hall would have been flooded. 
When you can weather a storm 
like this you know your money 
has been well spent." 

State highway. crews worked }, 
around the clock pumping out a , 
50-foot wide lake just off ;l 
Highway 405 near Par Mac st 
Industrial Park. Water up to 10- sc 
feet deep was created when a 
42-inch culvert was plugged by l 
a slide on the slope of the r., 
highway. The water did not rise a··· 
to the freeway. st 

Winds up to 60 miles per hour 9, 
were clocked Monday morning J 
on the Evergreen Point 
Floating Bridge. Traffic was h 
snarled as the high winds sent 
the bridge swaying and rocking. a1 

Ii 
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Wes Carpenter featured in a Then and Now… article, he is the one throwing the ball.

      

  

Where ol1"I! tbese Old Woody pitchers of B05e Bill Elementary .. 
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Wes Carpenter featured in Then (1952) and Now (1976) article. 

 

  

Inside 
stories 

. .. and now 

Whatever happened to . .. 

J.I''..,""'' :, r wt::11, u 1e one m me mtOOJe I 
Is Wes Carpenter who remembers 
winning a baseball mitt and an auto
graphed ball that day in 1952 or 
thereabouts. ,6 

His life has been eventful since 
then. Drafted in 1966, he served 
with the infanby in Vietnam, and 
was awarded the Bronze Star for ,, 
heroism in May, 1966, the Purple -. 
Heart with Cluster in December the 
same year, and the Army Com- ... 
menclation Medal, after a battle in 
which all his friends were killed. 

His mother says he would never 
wear the medals, and came back 
from Vietnam weighing only 120 
pounds. He read the East Side 
Journal over in Vietnam. It was sent 
to him weekly after the reports of 
his heroism. 

Both his children, Eddie (9) and 
Shelli (4) were born in the old Kirk
land Hospital. He is now a sales
man of Langendorf bread, and he 
and his wife went on holiday in •. 
Hawaii last year when he won the 
"Best Bread Salesman Contest in 
the State of Washington." 

The others, from left to right, are 
Charles Primeau, David Vanderford 
who studied physical education at 
Central Washington State College, ' 
did two years In the Army at Ulm, 
when he traveled all around Europe, 
and came back to work for Safe
way. He married a. Mercer Island , 
girl, Kathy Burke, and they have 
one child of 18 months, Heidi; Rich • 
Hammon, who is thought to be an 
accountant; Gary Wildfang, who 
works for Pepsi-Cola in Wenatchee; 
and Bruce Gordon, who is "some-

1 where back East." On their right 
was Jerry Webster, now a sergeant i: 
with the Kirkland Police. - -1 

l 

C 
C 

Over 200 phone calls and a 
dozen personal visits went into 
Stacy Marking's research to find ~! 
out "Whatever happened to . . . " ~q 
For the results, see page B15 pi 



Wes and Carol Carpenter's wedding at Kirkland's Trinity Luthern Church. 

MARRIED - Mi88 Carol Am Wileon and We1ley Robert Car
penter were married June 25 at 8 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Kirkland. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clyde Wilson of Houghton and the bridegroom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer Carpenter or Kirkland. 

Wes Carpenter Plaza of Champions Page 25 I 27 
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Wes’ wife, Carol Carpenter (formerly Wilson), at her first job at the Hair Tamer in Kingsgate (second from 
left). 

 

 

Wes Carpenter’s sister whom he gave away at her wedding. 

 

Kingsgate 
Professional 

Center 
827-8797 

FEATURING STYLISTS: L-R SHARLENE HOOVER, CAROL CARPENTER, MARY 

KNOWLES, THELMA YEOMAN, SAN DOPPS 

FROSTING 
$1500 

PERM 
REG. $20.00 NOW 

REG. $17.50 NOW 

12306 NE 144th KIRKLAND HOURS, MON .. TUES., Fil I, SAT 9 AM-SPM 

WED. I, THUi. 9 AM-9 PM 

Cheri Carpenter 
weds David King 

Cheri Lym CalJ)enter and Doocette and Miss Joann King 

DaVld L. King were united in Camae Jolllson was Oo,rer glrl: 
marriage II 7:30 p.m. March 17 Best man wu Don Millan! 

in the ~~borhood Aaemhly and Ulbera were Walter and 

of God Olurch, Bellevue. Wesley Kine, bro1bera of the 

The Rev. E.R. Scratch bridegroom, and Bob Wal3on. 

performed the double ring Jolm and Ridt Carpenter were 

t'er':ffl')ny. Albert Verbamidle, candlellghters and ushers . 

.,loilt, •• ICtOIDpanied by Ringbearer was Eddy 
Mrs. Don Watson. CarJ)enter 

The brido Is the dau&bter nf . 

Mrs. Elmer W. Carpenter and The re<eplloo WU held at the 

the Lite Mr. Carpenter. Mr. and church. The eight-tiered 

Mrs. Jl<Ob C. King are parents •-.cldinB cake and two three

of Uie bridegroom Bolh tiered cat.., made by the 

families are or Kirkland. bride's mother, were served by 

The bride was eacorted down Mrs. Wesley Carpenter and 

Ille aisle by her brother Wesley Mrs. ~ Jolman. 

CalJ)enter. She •ed and Also assisting at the receptioo 

made h,r lloor-length white were grandmothers Mrs. J.S. 

crepe gown wiU, lace panels In Spencer and Mrs. Anna 

front and bodice and ...._ Verbattndse, the Mmes. Rick 

<dged in embroidered IJencon Carpenter, Jack Spencer, 

lace. Her lrllln, appllqaed wflll Rob~rt Spencer, and Miss 

lace flower,, waa held by a Bobb!Sle Spencer and Mm 

llvender flower headpiece. Nancy Spencer. 

Matron or honor for het sllter The newlyweds honeymooned 

~ Mrs. Tom Doucette and in Vancouver and Victoria, B.C. 

maid of honor was Miss Elouise Botll are 1972 graduates of Lake 

Herig,tad. Brideamaids were Washington HJcb School Mr. 

u,~ bride•~ ~lece and Uie King ill employed wlllt 

bridegrooms aaster, Miu Ula MIIIISOll'S Thriltway. 
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Wes’s mom, Ella, spawned a new Rhododendron species in her Kirkland garden. It was named the Ella 
Carpenter Rhododendron.  The family would be honored if we could have one planted in a Kirkland Park. 

JARS v60n1 - American Rhododendron Society Plant Registry 
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v60n1/v60n1-registry.htm 

(r) 'Ella Carpenter': Elepidote 
rhododendron: Parentage unknown. H: 
Unknown; G (1970): Ella Carpenter, 
Kirkland, WA; N and I (2005): Griswold 
Nursery, Kirkland, WA; REG (2005): Linda 
Malland, Kirkland, WA. Fls 5/lax truss, 
broadly funnel-shaped, c 2" (50mm) long x 
c 2.5" (65mm) wide, with 5-6 wavy-edged 
lobes. Color vivid reddish orange (33A) in 
bud, opening light greenish yellow (4B) 
throughout with vivid orange (28B) 
spotting on three dorsal lobes. Truss 3.5" 
(90mm) high x 3.5" (90mm) wide. Lvs held 
3 years, 4" x 2" (100 x 50mm), elliptic, 
broadly acute apex, flat margins; moderate 
olive green (137B) above; hairless. Shrub 5' 
(1.5m) high x 5' (1.5m) wide; upright habit. 
Plant hardy to at least 0F (-18C). May. 

 

 

 

Wes Carpenter at his Kirkland home with wife Carol, grandson Conner, and daughter Shelli. 

R. 'Ella Carpenter' 



PFC WESLEY CARPENTER 
United states Army 

Vietnam Deployment 
Jan. 1966 - Jan. 1967 



Pfc. Wesley Carpenter 
C Company, 2nd Battalion of the 1st Infantry Division's 16th Infantry 

The Big Red 1, Rangers Ready Now, Mud Soldiers 

Drafted into the Anny 

Seattle. Washington 

Age21 

Drafted 

Advanced Infantry 
Training 

Drill Sergeant School 

Fort ORD, Califomia 

Company C, 80% 
casualtie.s 

Awarded Bron=e Star 
Medal with Valor Honorable Discliarge 

Return rrome 

Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri 

Company C, 2nd 
Battalion of the 1st 

Infanhy Division~ 16th 
Infantry 

Cmpe11ter driving a Deuce and a 
Half truck will patrol members 

gets hit by a detonated claymore. 

TlieBigRed 1 
Awarded Anny 

Commendation Medal 



Drill Sergeant School 
Fort ORD, California 

I was given a choice, ship off 
t o Korea or become a Drill 
Sergeant. I studied hard to 
pass that t est. As Assistant 
Drill Sergeant I coached my 
squad to many drill 
competition wins. I had them 
s i ngi ng marching cadences 
around the Fort and hauli ng 
ass crawling under the wire 
and through the courses. Then 
the orders came, the original 
deal was off . I was bei ng 
shipped to Vietnam. 



Deployed to Vietnam 













Bob Hope Entertains the Troops 
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Battle of Abilene 
April 11-12 1966 

'1r·'"'l"''ll,•r. 
Local soldier one of two 
not hurt in V.C. ambush 
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Battle of Abilene - Excerpts from a letter home 
~,,, _,-- R ,_//~ , 

' Now honey I will tell you what happened 
~;;:;,... ..,_, tt:'- - ~ «:'~ ~ - ~/ t Well we L 

/ 

the V.C. opened , V c,, .. ~ 
~ up on us from every r,;-1.. ~-~ 

~ side we didn't have ~ ,.. 
,e ~ a chance they had ~ 

.. P a . 50 caliber machine guns_~ 

got a z,:uze sniper fire -

.,/~ _. in real thick jungle ~ 
/ 

,...,....e__ C'"c:; we cleared a small hole c. 

"~ ,.,1... and a helicopter could _,d 
..,-/ ~ ~ ~ lower a rope down , 

~ ~ - and get the wounded . 

A--v1. 
1 on 4 s,:des of us m g· 1 as shot /~ v·· ~ y un .o .. · ~ 

~~ o right out of my hands ~ 

/ ~ I moved bach lo ~ 

~ ~ the middle ,of the peop}~ ~ ~rtA~ ~ but they were all dead. ~ 
/ 



e 
~ I started mouing from man ~ 

~ ~ to man it was so dark ~ 

~ this one man had 5 _t} ~ 
~~ little children and __ / 

.{_ ~ I worked on him for hours ~ ,, 
~ _ and gave him mouth to ~-::!!" 

~ then I heard a ~ =-- ~ mouth but he / ~ 
4 Lieutenant yelling for help "/$ ~ died in my arms L 

~ Lieutenant K roah _ • ,,,,,--, ---
~ ~as shot 5 tunes -- -.-z... 

~ - in the back and rt?'-<-/ 
~, ~ 
~ -- once in the shoulder ' · 

c:-----c f / __.,_:_ and l in the leg. 
,. I used any ./ ~ ... - -y 
~ thing I could grab to ~ ~ 

~ ~ stop the bleeding~ 7 



' c:e-4 all the wounded men ~ 

?-~ were yelling for water ~ t 1 crawled to as many ~ ~ 

~ as I could find and / ,,r---:1 
~~1 gave the water I had ,,,K.· ~ 
~ found off of dead men's canteens 

,:? ~ . 

~ Then I ~·rabbed --?' 
.# c::=.-. ~ radio and was keeping 

-~ ----- - / 

c:J-. Out of 150 men ~ 

:J ..,-~ 6' 35 dead, 67 wounded 

~4 , 

~ in ~ontact with B Company 

~;P'" and the artillery 
/ 

/4 In my platoon of ~ ~ ~ 

3 / 37 there was only ~ ~ 
;z ~ 2 people unhurt and ,,,.c ~ 

1/ , v- ~ 
~~ able to walk it was -~ 

-~ ~' rne and new man Ed Morgan 



~~ .<??rz,., Now you tell mom I am ~ ... ~ 
/ ~ r and everyone . 

.,,..,.---d7 ..e, ~ all right. ~ I ~ ~""-. ~ ~ ~ 
I /,oue you and A. home to you. ;:.........__ 

will be coming ./ ~ 
?----< Z:. ~ Cl V (! ~ 
~ - .....t ..Joe.>< 
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In Vietnam action: 

Bronze Medal for heroism 
awarded ~(irkland soldier 

Pfc . Wesley (Wes) Carpenlcr 
of Kirkland received the Bronze 
Star Medal with "V •• Device 
for heroism In coMcCtlon with 
military operations In Vietnam. 

Private F irst Class Car,,en
ter also won a Purple !lean 
for injuries Inflicted cluing 
combat In Vietnam, his mother 
reported. Me Is the son of 
Mr. andMrs.ElmerCarpenter, - --·I.Rose Hill. His wife Carol lives in llougbton. 

A first h1111d report of Car
penter's experience, for which, 
~ won 1.he Bronze Medal, was 
P.IJblished In a letter to his mo
Iller published in The J ourual 
May 5. Private First Class 
Carpenter was in platoon of 37 
men when his company was de
\:fmaled by a Viet Cong ambush 
mAprtl 12. 

IIOdce of bis 1aa¥iJW 
. Brome Medal, The 

description read, as follows: have ble d to denth if left un at-
"On this date , his (Carpen- tended. After treating the 

ter's) company was e ngaged In wounded, he did what he could 
fie rco combat with anestlmated to aid and comfor t the men In 
Viet <.;ong battalion. During the hope of easln!l some orthepaln. 
inlllal encounter, Private First He constantly r eassured the men 
Class Carpenter laid down a that help was on the way. 
base of fire In his assigned "While moving among the 
sector. He continued placing a patients, he found an unmanned 
steady and deadly stream ofac- radio which he picked up and 
cura1e fire into the Viet Cong ' moved to a central location. For 
pos ition until his weapon was the remainder of the night he 
shot from his hand. At tllilr rendered periodic reports to the 
time he was so seriously wound- acting company commander. 
eel that he could 110 longer hold Throughout the action he was 
his weapon. constantly busy movtng among 

.. Looking around his position, Ills patients and monltonna the 
he saw many other wounded lay- radlo. 
Ill& about bJm. Though Dot • .. Private First Clua Car
trained medical ■ldm1111,heren- penter's outatandllll: display of 
dered first aid In a most pro- agressiveness, devotion to duty, 
!esslonal manner. Wor ldngun- and personalbraverylstnkeep
der fire and wltb<>Ul adequate Ing with the flnest traditions of 
bandage, he Improvised dress- tho mUli■ry aervtce 1111d re
lDp to stop the bleeding. HU flecis great credit Ul)CII him
prompl acdon saved the Uvee Nlf, dl{l lai lnfamry Dtfi81011. 
al many c2mrades who would and the Unlte(t States Army. E

ls be Ism wuducrtbedln' 

-~ - C I -'--:---.,-1"-,11,f!o-.,.I{~_.- L _ .... 



Claymore mine detonated under truck 

PFC Carpenter wao driving a Deuce and a half 
truck which wao carrying an ambush patrol of 
ARVN soldiers and US army men on the return t o 
base camp. Suddenly a large claymore mine was 
detonated beside the road and several injuries 
were sustained among the patrol members. The 
vehicle was stopped with four of i ts t en t ires 
flat and the brake lines severed. Carpenter 
dismounted exposing himself t o sniper fire as 
he moved to the rear of the vehicle to check on 
the men. Ile returned to the cab and hauled ass 
down the road as fast as he could with no 
brakes, downshifting on corners. IIe was driving, 
shifting, and yelling over the radio. I got on 
the radio to the camp telling them I had 
wounded men. 

22 December 



Cl a ymore mine detonated under truck 
Get all the medics you can find and a Medi vac 
ready as there are serious injuries including 
a guy that's lost a leg. The road to the camp 
was a one lane dike over a rice paddy. I told 
them over the radi o I had no brakes and won't 
be stoppi ng until I get to the medi cal tent. 
"Leave t he gate open and get the hell out of 
the way." An offi cer had jumped i nto his Jeep 
to h ead out to help us but we met up on the 
one lane di ke. Wi th no brakes I had to run him 
off the road. He was none to happy to be 
taking a bath in the rice swamp. When I got to 
the medics I threw it in low gear and turned 
the key off. 'I'he medics rushed to t h e wounded 
and I got out and just sat down on the step of 
the Deuce wi th blood on my face from a wound 
to the nose I don't recall getti ng. I got a 
letter some time later from the guy who lost 
his leg thanking me for saving his life. 
Doctors told him if I'd taken any longer 
getting h im to the medics he would have died. 22 December 



Commendation Medal Army cites 
Carpenter 
for 'valor' 
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Vietnam peace agreement signed 

U. S. won't get involved again-Kissinger 
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Battle of Abilene - A letter home <full text) 
Now honey I w:i.11. ten you what h appened to our Comp,;iny. We have 1.50 11te11 in a Comptwy. vie were spl.it from B 
{'ind A Company for 011e day. titel.1 we got a little sniper fire here and there. And we got one man kill and 1.1 
wounded we were in real thick jungle we cleared a smal.1 hole and a helicopter could lower a rope down and 
get th e wounded. Just as the copter took off with the wounded th e rr.o. open up on us from every side we di dn't 
have a chance they had .50 caliber machine guns on 4 side of us and a whole bunch of 60 cal. machine guns 
they had grenade and mortars and every thing. Ive fought as much as we could my gun was shot right out of 
my hands and I moved back to th e middl.es of the peopl.e but t hey were al.1. dead. I reached to grab another 
rii'J.e and a tree fel.1. on me. I th ought I was a goner. I couJ.d not move. And men were yel.1.ing and dying al.1. 
over after the firing had stop they were coming in to kill us al.1 but our artillery came down on us so they 
ran off with many of our weapons and gear, there were a few men stil.1 able to move around so I yel.led to 
someone to get the tree off my back and h e did. It took allout 1.5 min for the feel.ing to get back in my 1.egs 
and then I started moving from man to man it was so dark by then I couldn't see to much but I could hear the 
yelling for help. I crawled to as many men as I could and saved a lot of them from bleeding to death. This 
012e j]Ja12 had 5 little childre12 and I worked on him :for hours and gave hill1 mouth to mouth but he died in my 
arms then I heard a lieutenant yelling for help he was from the other platoon but I went to him. He was 
shot 5 times in the back and once in the shoulder and 1 in the leg. The man was bleeding so bad I used any 
thing I could grab to stop the bleeding but I couldn't stop it for a while U12til I worked on him for hours 
until I did. We hadn't had water for a 1.ong time and all the wounded men were yell.ing for water. I crawled to 
as many a.s I could find and gave the water I had found off of dead men canteens. Then I grab a radio and 
was keeping in contact with B compai1y and the artillery telling them how to get to us. B Company had 
walked al.1. day and now had to walk 1.000 meter at night in the jungl.e and that's dam near impossibl.e. I then 
went /Jack to the lieutenant and carried him t:o where the other men were stil.1 living and could be able to 
fight. In the morning B Co. ca1oe with water and doctor all our doctor were shot or wounded. I saved so many 
lives but was U12able to save as many as I wanted to. out of 150 men 35 dead 67 and allout the rest of us we 
left with a few nicks here and there. In my platoon of 37 there was only 2 people unhurt and able to walk it 
was me and new man Ed Morgan. We had 9 kil.led and all the rest were al.1 wounded. Leroy will be all right 
he Just got a bul.let in the leg and it didn't hit the !Jone thank God. Now you tel.1 010111 and every one I am all 
right So please take care of yollt'self now because I .love you and will. be coming home to you. I love you. 
-Wesley carpenter 



A 111,ote lit bout tviLs presell\,tliltlo111,: M!:j 11\,CIIM,e Ls sltieLLL /illl\,d I CIIM, tvie pYoud dli!ugvitey of wesLe!:j C.li!Ype111,ter. Tvie pLctures 

[,111, tviLs. -prese111,tliltlo111, were tlilR.e111, btJ IM,11 dli!d durLVl-9 1-iLs de-pLotJ1M.e111,t [,111, vLetl/\,/ilw. 1it111,d tvie lilrtLcLes were slilved btJ IM.1:j 

l¾OI¾ who wcis wC1LUV1-9 for hLw. to returV\, how.e. Mt:J dCld V\.tVer tlilLR.ed l¾ucvi Abol,(t vi Ls tLl¾e LIi\, vLetV\,CIVl,\, but I could 

teLL Lt weLgltieol vieCIV!j 011\, VILIM.. t-te IM.OStL!j sciLd too W.CIV\,!:j 0Ut:J.S o!Led (;1111,C{ tne/j were too !jOUV\,g . H{s 111A.eolciLs VICIVl.-9 t.11\, 

tvie ~ouse t:{111,C{ tviougvi tviet) ~ave w.ea111,L111,g vie does111,'t see hLs act'i.0111,s for wviLc~ vie got tl-1e °R>roV1-ze star or tltie 

C-01M,111A.tV1-dC1ti.oV1- MedciL cis lilV\,tJtviLVl-9 IM.OYe tlticiV\, doLVl-9 ever11tviiV1-9 vie could to s.cive cis. IM.CIV\,l:j of tltiose 1M,e111, cis vie 

could. I believe tnose w..eV\, tlticit dLd w..Cl~e it out were LuCR.!j to ltietve W..t:J dCld tltiere to vieLp tltiew... t-te Ls brcive, sw..cirt 

a111,d res.01A.rnefuL b1A.t vie'lL tell 1:jOU vie'sjust C1111, C{VeYage gu!::J . To 1M.e vie Ls. extrciorctL111,ar1::J. I bet a111,1'.)0V1-e tvicit 

rew.e1M.bers W.tJ ctcid [,111, vLetlA,C{Vlrl. wtLL viave Mt~LVl-0 b1A.t great tviLVl-gs. to SCll:::) cibout ltiLV1A.. Dact ret1A.rll\,fct vioV1A.e froVIA. 

vLetV\-CIV\,\, C1111,d l-1cid Cl SOIi\, Cllll,C{ lil dciugviter. t-te worR.ect l-1C1Yd to V1,1,C1Re CIV\,VIOV\.tst LLVLVl-9 Cllll,C{ crecite Cl grecit Life foy hLs 

fciw..LLti. 1 LeCIYV\.td viow to be stroV1-9, self-sufft,cLeV\,t, viow to ev0oti LLfe, C1111,cl ~ow to tell cijofu frolM, 1¾1::J dcid. ffLs 

grC1111,dso111, tvii.111,~ tvie woYLct of VILv¼. I e111,couycige C1111,tJ0111,e tvicit Yev¼ev.1,ben; V¼l:::) ctcid or-Ls Lll\terested i,111, 1M.tetlV1-9 C{ 

grecit V\,\.CIV\, to reAch out to ltiLI¾. t-te'LL viAve !jOU LC1l,(ghLV1-9 LIi\, ""° til¾e. 

1 wo1A.Ld LU~e to thC1111,R eveY!jOV\,f tviat wcis LV\,voLvecl wi.th tvie l¾C1~~111,g of The Last FuLL MecisuYe, tvie veterci111,s, tvieLr 

fciV1r1.LLLes, Todd RDbLV1-SOV\,, tne Mtors CIV\,d tvie f[.ll¾ [,111,C{ustrt:J. It [.s beMuse of tviis 1-'¾ovi.e tvicit I 11\,0W Rll\.,OW tlticit l-¾!j 

dlild Ls eveV\, w..ore ex.trciordLV\,Clrt:) tltililV\, I li!Lrelildt:J RV\.tW. 

I crecited tnLs -preseV\,tliltLoV\, to vioMr IM.ij dcid ciV\,d ctLL tvililt servec;I LV\, vLetV\,lill1,\,. I CIIM. tviCIV\,RfuL to tltiose tvicit served 

wttvi viLl-¾ cis t:)Ou cire the r-ecisoV\, vie 1M.C1cte Lt violM.t. To tvie fciV\,\,mes tncit tl1e£r so111,, brotvier, fcither-, vtt,{S,blil~ .. 

grlillll,C{fCIH1er c;!LdV\,'t V\,\,CIR,t Lt V\Ollvl.e, I selll,C{ t:)01,,( ilvl.k:) hecirtfeLt C,0111,C{Olell\,Ces. To tl,iose tltiett cire stLLL wLth l,(S, I seV\,ol t:)01,t 

VIA.t:) Love. WLtvi V1A.ucvi gycitLtude, Cl proud dciugnb~Y of Cl great v¼CIV\r. 
August 



A Veterans Day thank you from Wes' grandson. 

i--h t:\t(\ ~ yocv ftrJ r 0-\I yo<t /id,, \-C1 
s~(~ C 0.,, tol}f)t-ry. 'JC <t> nne( 

to _sf~ elf cl )o-../Q yo<.t-
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RESOLUTION R-5468 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KIRKLAND INDCUTING WES CARPENTER INTO THE KIRKLAND 
PLAZA OF CHAMPIONS. 

WHEREAS, in 1988 the City Council passed Ordinance 1 
3096 which established the Plaza of Champions program and 2 
created criteria for selection of persons and organized groups of 3 
persons who have made outstanding contributions to the 4 
Kirkland community, to be permanently honored by the 5 
community and the City of Kirkland and;  6 

7 
WHEREAS, in 2001 the City Council passed Ordinance 8 

3794 which established that nominations for the Plaza of 9 
Champions will be reviewed by the Park Board, whose 10 
recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council; and 11 

12 
WHEREAS, at their regular meeting on January 13, 2021 13 

the Park Board reviewed the nomination of Wes Carpenter and 14 
determined that the nomination satisfied the criteria established 15 
for the Kirkland Plaza of Champions; and 16 

17 
WHEREAS, Wes Carpenter was born at the Kirkland 18 

Hospital on December 29, 1943 and has been a lifelong Kirkland 19 
resident, working and raising his family in the City and 20 
contributing to the Kirkland community in many ways, including 21 
leading the Bel-Kirk Motors Babe Ruth baseball team to two 22 
state championships in the late 1960’s; and 23 

24 
WHEREAS, Wes Carpenter was twice awarded significant 25 

medals by the United States Army for his courageous and 26 
selfless service as a soldier in the Vietnam War, including 27 
receiving the Bronze Star with Valor for his actions during a 28 
battle where the Army stated “His prompt actions saved the lives 29 
of many comrades, who would have bled to death if left 30 
unattended,” and receiving the Army Commendation Medal for 31 
driving his unit to safety in a truck disabled by a roadside mine 32 
where the Army stated “the outstanding courage displayed was 33 
directly responsible for saving the lives of several men”; and 34 

35 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received from the Park 36 

Board a written report and recommendation on the nomination 37 
of Wes Carpenter; and 38 

39 
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WHEREAS, in a public meeting the City Council considered 40 
the written report and recommendation of the Park Board; and 41 

 42 
 43 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 44 
City of Kirkland as follows: 45 
 46 
 Section 1. For his exceptional contributions and service to 47 
both to the Kirkland community and the United States Army, 48 
Wes Carpenter is hereby inducted into the Kirkland Plaza of 49 
Champions.  50 
 51 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in 52 
open meeting this ____ day of _______ 2021. 53 
 54 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of ______ 55 
2021. 56 
 
 
 
   _________________________________ 
   Penny Sweet, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Kathi Anderson, City Clerk 
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