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MEMORANDUM 

To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

From: Mary Gardocki, Park Planning & Development Manager  
Lynn Zwaagstra, Director of Parks & Community Services 

Date: July 6, 2021 

Subject: Juanita Heights Park Expansion: Authorization to Execute a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement for Acquisition of the Emmel Property 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the attached Resolution authorizing the City 
Manager to execute a purchase and sale agreement in the amount of $72,000 for the acquisition 
of the 0.10 acre Emmel Property to expand Juanita Heights Park and Billy Goat Trail.  Funding for 
the purchase by the City will be fully reimbursed through a combination of King County CFT grant 
funds and PKC1350300 – Juanita Heights Park Trail: Feasibility, Acquisition and Development.  

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 

Juanita Heights Park is located in Kirkland’s Finn Hill Neighborhood.  The original 3.44 acre 
property was transferred to the City by King County following annexation in 2011.  The park has 
since been expanded by the City to encompass a total of 10.74 acres through acquisition of 11 
additional tax parcels. 

The attached Resolution would authorize the City Manager to execute a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement for acquisition of additional land to expand Juanita Heights Park.  The Emmel Property 
(Attachment A) is comprised of one tax parcel totaling .10 acres of undeveloped and forested 
open space.  Acquisition of the parcel would expand Juanita Heights Park as vital open space, 
recreation, and enhanced trail connectivity. Expansion of Juanita Heights Park is acknowledged 
in the City’s adopted Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Plan and is also identified in the 
recently adopted Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan. 

The property owner has agreed to a purchase price of $72,000, the King County Assessor’s Office 
appraised value. 

Funding 

The initial funding source for the City’s acquisition of the property is proposed to be Juanita 
Heights CIP project. One half ($36,000) of the purchase price would be reimbursed through a 
grant awarded by King County’s Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) Grant Match Program.  The other 
one half ($36,000) would be funded from local funding in the Juanita Heights CIP project. The 
attached fiscal note (Attachment B) shows the appropriation of the grant in the amount of 
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$166,902 and the authorization of the land acquisition. $166,902 represents the total CFT funding 
available. This purchase will utilize $36,000, leaving $130,902 remaining for future land 
acquisition.  
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – Parcel Map 
Resolution 
Exhibit A to Resolution– Purchase and Sale Agreement 
Attachment B – Fiscal Note  
 



ATTACHMENT A: 
PARCEL MAP 



1 

RESOLUTION R-5481 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KIRKLAND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
REAL PROPERTY PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT FOR 
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY TO EXPAND JUANITA HEIGHTS 
PARK. 

WHEREAS, property owned by Dorothy Emmel (“Property”) 1 
is aligned as a potential trail head at Juanita Heights Park and is 2 
desired for public park purposes, to expand public use and 3 
enjoyment, protect natural resources, and enhance neighborhood 4 
connectivity; and 5 

6 
WHEREAS, expansion of Juanita Heights Park to preserve 7 

the existing forest is identified in the City of Kirkland Parks, 8 
Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Plan and further identified in 9 
the adopted Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan; and 10 

11 
WHEREAS, the trails connections are supported through 12 

the Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan; and 13 
14 

WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland has obtained a grant from 15 
the King County Conservation Futures Tax Grant Program to 16 
reimburse the City for an additional one-half of the Property’s 17 
purchase price; and  18 

19 
WHEREAS, staff has negotiated a proposed Purchase and 20 

Sale Agreement (“Agreement”) for acquisition of the Property for 21 
the total amount of $72,000 as provided in the attached Exhibit 22 
A. 23 

24 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 25 

City of Kirkland as follows: 26 
27 

Section 1. The City Manager is hereby authorized and 28 
directed to execute on behalf of the City of Kirkland a Real 29 
Property Purchase and Sale Agreement for the Property 30 
substantially similar to that attached to this Resolution as Exhibit 31 
A. 32 

33 
Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 34 

meeting on the ___ day of ________________, 2021. 35 
36 

Signed in authentication thereof this ___ day of 37 
___________, 2021. 38 

_________________________________ 
Penny Sweet, Mayor 

Attest: 
________________________________ 
Kathi Anderson, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT B

FISCAL NOTE CITY OF KIRKLAND

Date

Revenue account numbers - 310*337081

Other Source

Revenue/Exp 

Savings

New unbudgeted grant revenue adding $166,902 in new appropriations in the General Capital Fund (310).

Lynn Zwaagstra, Director of Parks and Community Services

Revised 2020Amount This

2019-20 Additions End Balance
Description

End Balance

One-time appropriation of new grant revenue. This will add $166,902 to the General Capital Fund (310) for PKC1350300. This will 

increase the PKC1350300 project budget to $410,703. The available balance is $398,203.

Recognize $166,902 in grant revenue from King County Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) and authorize a purchase and sale agreement in 

the amount of $72,000 for the acquisition of the 0.10 acre Emmel Property to expand Juanita Heights Park and Billy Goat Trail for the 

Juanita Heights Park Trail: Feasibility, Acquisition and Development project (PKC1350300). 

Source of Request

Description of Request

Reserve

Legality/City Policy Basis

Recommended Funding Source(s)

Fiscal Impact

2020

Request Target2019-20 Uses

2020 Est Prior Auth.Prior Auth.

Prepared By June 22, 2021

Other Information

Andrea Peterman, Budget Analyst
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