Guidelines for Windy Conditions at Volunteer Events
Cancellation of restoration events due to windy conditions should be determined on a caseby-case basis. Please use your best judgement based on local conditions. Different parks
and possibly restoration areas within parks may be affected differently by wind, such as
their location within the City, location within a park, and tree canopy composition. Safety of
volunteers, staff, and contractors is top priority.
1. When to Consider Cancelling Events:
• Mostly what we look for are tree cover, wind speed and direction, and falling
branches:
o If anything larger than twigs start to fall, we might cancel.
o If trees are swaying at alarming angles, we might cancel.
o If there is an open area with no tree cover where work can be, plan to
move the worksite there.
o If wind speeds are consistently more than 10-15 mph or gusts are more
than 25-30 mph, consider cancelling
Note #A: Event leaders should be more conservative on the above factors if the site has an
aging or unhealthy deciduous canopy, if the site has a history of past windfall, or if the site
canopy is dominated by cottonwood or maple trees.
Note #B: Sometimes wind speeds increase at some point after 10 am, which means some
events are started but have to stop before the official event end time.
o Volunteer hours will be awarded on a case-by-case basis, depending on
conditions and how much time was volunteered.
o If enough of the event time is worked, the volunteers will receive credit for the
full event hours because they showed up and would have worked the full time if
they had been able to.
2. Communication with Event Volunteers:
• If strong winds are forecast, e.g. from the National Weather Service website
http://www.weather.gov/, email volunteers the day before to let them know that
we have an eye on the weather and when you will be making a decision. Let
them know:
o Should they show up unless they hear otherwise?
o Should they show up only if they hear the event is on?
o If the event is on, encourage people to arrive dressed appropriately for
the weather.
3. Day of the event:
• The event leader goes to the site ready to host the event, then assess the site
for necessity of cancellation.

