
Moratorium on Autonomous 
Personal Delivery Devices



State Statue Regarding Autonomous 
Personal Delivery Devices

Legislature passed HB 1325, enacted as Chapter 46.75 RCW, identifying and 
regulating “personal delivery devices” as an “electrically powered device” that:

(a) is intended primarily to transport property on sidewalks and crosswalks;

(b) weighs less than one hundred twenty pounds;

(c) operates at a maximum speed of six miles per hour; and

(d) is equipped with automated driving technology AND with support and 
supervision of a remote human operator who has the capacity to 
override and pilot the APDD.



Minimal Requirements for APDDs
 They may be operated only on sidewalks or crosswalks, with an exception for 

certain pedestrian trails if sidewalks are not provided;

 They must be controlled or monitored by a “personal delivery device 
operator,” i.e., a human being;

 They may not be used to transport hazardous materials or alcoholic 
beverages;

 The entity operating the APDDs must maintain insurance of at least $100k;

 The entity must report accidents or injuries to local law enforcement within 
48 hours;

 The entity must register an agent in Washington State to address traffic 
infractions and other incidents;

 The entity must self-certify annually with the Department of Licensing;

 The APDD must contain certain equipment, such as the operator’s name and 
contact info, a braking system, and lights if it operates after dark; and

 The entity must pay an annual registration fee to the Department of 
Licensing.



APDDs must comply with local laws, 
rules, and regulations

 In addition to the minimum rules set forth the by legislature, the key 
requirement they passed was that an APDD must be “operated in 
accordance with all ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations 
established by the jurisdiction governing the rights-of-way within 
which the personal delivery device is operated.  RCW 46.75.020(1).

 The City needs to adopt rules and regulations applicable to APDDs to 
protect the public health and safety and needs time to do so.



MORATORIUM ORD. No. 0-4779

 The legislature allows local jurisdictions such as the City of Kirkland 
to enact an emergency moratorium of up to 6 months to maintain the 
status quo when the jurisdiction needs time to study and develop new 
plans, rules, and regulations so as to protect the public health, safety, 
and welfare.  See RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390.  See, also, 
KMC 135.30.1.

 Moratoria are temporary and expedient.

 Moratoria allow the development process to include full public 
participation.

 The local jurisdiction must provide a public hearing with regard to the 
moratorium within 60 days of its emergency enactment.

 The moratorium ordinance passed by the City on January 18, 2022, 
sets a hearing date for a full public hearing on March 1, 2022.
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