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MEMORANDUM 

To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

From: Lynn Zwaagstra, Director 
Jen Boone, Interim Human Services Supervisor 
Regi Schubiger, Youth Services Coordinator 

Date: March 24, 2022 

Subject: 2022 SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH PROCLAMATION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Mayor proclaim April 2022 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Kirkland, 
Washington.  

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 

Sexual violence is a major public health, human rights and social justice issue. The national 
theme for this year’s Sexual Assault Awareness Month is “Building Safe Online Spaces 
Together.” Sexual harassment, assault, and abuse can happen anywhere, including in online 
spaces. As we connect online, we can learn how to practice digital consent, intervene when we 
see harmful content or behaviors, and ensure that online spaces - whether they be workspaces, 
classrooms, social media platforms, or otherwise - are respectful and safe.   

Now, more than ever, screens and technology connect us with romantic partners, friends and 
family, co-workers, and strangers alike. For too long, harassment, cyberbullying, sexual abuse, 
and exploitation have come to be expected as typical and unavoidable behaviors online. As a 
community, we are working toward online communities centered on respect, inclusion, and 
safety — where harassment, assault, and abuse are taken seriously. Not only do we believe 
that together we can build a safer online world, but we also believe that these values, skills, 
and actions will create communities that thrive online and offline.  

Together we can make a difference to build inclusive, safe, and respectful online spaces. We 
invite you to join us this April in making respect the norm everywhere, taking action to promote 
the safety of others, and showing survivors they are believed and supported. 

You can find more information about national Sexual Assault Awareness Month efforts and 
resources here on the National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC) website. 
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http://www.kirklandwa.gov/
https://www.nsvrc.org/saam


The King County Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC) provides services to Kirkland 
residents and all of King County. Its purpose is to alleviate, as much as possible, the trauma of 
sexual assault for victims and their families. KCSARC offers resources for victims, their families, 
and the community.  KCSARC is available 24-hours a day through the Resource Line, which is 
staffed by professional advocates. This is the only resource of its kind in King County.  
 
KCSARC asks the community to join agency efforts in demanding change. The agency 
encourages supporters, leaders, and the community to speak up about sexual violence; demand 
a world without sexual violence; challenge norms by taking a stand in difficult conversations 
about sexual violence; don’t excuse victim-blaming. Information to access services or to support 
KSARC’s mission is available at kscarc.org. 
 
Prevention is possible when everyone gets involved.  KCSARC encourages each of us to talk to 
the young people in our lives about consent and healthy relationships. Use He Told Me Not To 
Tell (for conversations with children) and 100 Conversations (for conversations with youth) to 
guide your discussions.  
 
To bring awareness to this issue in Kirkland, staff will share this proclamation and links to 
KSCARC resources via the City of Kirkland website and social media. 
 
Agency staff representing the King County Sexual Assault Resource Center will accept the 
proclamation. 
 
 
Attachments: Proclamation 

http://www.kscarc.org/
https://issuu.com/kcsarc/docs/htmnttrev?e=6430239/1417365
https://issuu.com/kcsarc/docs/htmnttrev?e=6430239/1417365
http://www.100conversations.org/


A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 

Proclaiming April 2022 as  
Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Kirkland 

WHEREAS, April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month — a time to draw attention to the prevalence 
sexual assault and educate individuals and communities about how to prevent it; and  

WHEREAS, sexual harassment, abuse, and assault are widespread problems. In King County, over 
8,300 adults and children received specialized assistance from organizations with programming for 
sexual assault victims in 2021; and 

WHEREAS, individual and community impacts of sexual violence are rooted in and compounded by 
racial, gender, sexual orientation and other forms of oppression. BIPOC, LGBTQ+, elders, and people 
with disabilities are disproportionally represented in national, state, and county statistics; and 

WHEREAS, sexual harassment, assault and abuse happen in all communities, and that includes 
online spaces. With this increase in virtual connection comes an increase in online abuse and 
harassment. Consent and boundaries can be violated online in several ways, and the trauma of online 
abuse is all too real for many survivors; and 

WHEREAS, there is compelling evidence that we can be successful in reducing sexual violence 
through prevention education, increased awareness, and holding perpetrators who commit acts of 
violence responsible for their actions; and 

WHEREAS, anyone can be a leader in preventing and ending sexual violence. As employers, 
educators, parents, and friends, we all have an obligation to uphold the basic principle that every 
individual should be free from violence and fear; and 

WHEREAS, 2022 marks the twenty-first anniversary of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and the 
theme of this year’s campaign is “Building Safe Online Spaces Together.” We can build online 
communities free from sexual harassment, abuse, and assault by practicing digital consent, 
intervening when we see harmful behaviors, and promoting online communities that value inclusion, 
safety, and respect.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Penny Sweet, Mayor of Kirkland join advocates and communities throughout 
King County in taking action to prevent sexual violence by standing with survivors and proclaiming 
April 2022 Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  Together, we commit to a safer future for all children, 
young people, adults, and families in our community. 

Signed this 5th day of April 2022 

__________________________ 

Penny Sweet, Mayor 
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