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4 & Request new legislation, or request staff resources be allocated to issues
p— not included in current budget, City Work Program, or department work plan.

Title: Wheeled All Terrain Vehicles on City Streets | Date: |\/|ay 20, 2021

Requesting . Department(s)
Councilmember: Toby Nixon Assigned:

REQUEST SUMMARY
A clear, concise description of the issue(s) to be addressed, and why the City should be involved.

Public Works/Police

Allow wheeled all-terrain vehicles (WATVs) to operate on City streets with a speed limit of 35 MPH or less, provided that the
vehicle and operator have the necessary equipment, licensing, and insurance. Per RCW 46.09.455(1)(d)(i), a person may not
operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle on a public roadway within the boundaries of a city or town, not including non-highway
roads and trails, unless the city or town by ordinance has approved the operation of wheeled all-terrain vehicles on city or
town roadways, not including non-highway roads and trails.

BENEFITS
Preliminary potential benefits of the proposal.

People who already own or decide to purchase a WATV would be able to use their vehicle for
local trips within the City of Kirkland. These vehicles in many cases are more fuel efficient than
typical motor vehicles, typically carry two to four people, and have a wide range of top speeds.

IMPACTS

Preliminary potential impacts of the proposal.

This introduces additional motorized vehicle types that can be street legal but do have different performance characteristics than
other vehicles, including much less stringent vehicle emission and noise standards. Noise has the potential to be the largest
community impact because this is already an issue with community members. Most of the places that staff has identified as
authorizing the use of WATVs are in more rural areas that have trails that are open/accessible to WATVs. Part of the rationale in
those places is to improve access to trails and promote economic development. WATVs are often a hobby/special interest and
this may attract regional WATYV enthusiaists for events or gatherings if Kirkland is one of the few cities that legalize them.

CounciL VISION AND GOALS

Check all that apply.

O Inclusive and Equitable Community O Attainable Housing

O Vibrant Neighborhoods O Financial Stability

O Community Safety O Sustainable Environment
O Supportive Human Services O Thriving Economy

B Balanced Transportation O Dependable Infrastructure

O Abundant Parks, Open Spaces, and Recreational Services

EqQuity
Preliminary discussion on how the proposal may impact diversity, equity, and inclusion.

WATVs may provide a more affordable motorized travel option for people making local
trips. Currently staff have no estimates of how many WATVs are in Kirkland or
demographics about who owns them. The City does not have a prior history of
requests for legalizing WATVs from any particular group or neighborhood.
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STAKEHOLDERS
Preliminary potential stakeholders impacted.
- People who own and operate WATVS.

- The broader community, particularly people who live on neighborhood streets who
may have concerns about increased traffic, noise and driver behavior.

OUTREACH
Preliminary potential outreach to be considered.

Staff would recommend a medium to high level of outreach because as far as staff is aware Kirkland would be one of the first
more urban cities to allow WATVSs to operate on city streets, and the first in King County. Snohomish County and many of the
cities outside of the southwest portion of Snohomish County have approved WATVs on city streets. Outreach would require
educating the community on what a WATYV is and is not, and whether WATVs would add noise. Also, there are likely to be
concerns from residential neighborhoods and other people who currently use the transportation system, especially people walking
and biking.

RESOURCES AND BUDGET
Preliminary potential staff resources needed and whether current staff and budget authority could
accommodate the request.

Preparing ordinance, community education, training for enforcement, ongoing
enforcement if necessary, and likely monitoring to determine impacts. Current staff
and budget authority could accomodate the request.

OPTIONS
Potential options or alternatives that could be evaluated.

Per RCW 46.09.455(1)(d)(ii), the City can designate a subset of streets with a speed limit of 35
MPH or less for use by WATVs provided that the public streets authorized by the legislative
body are listed publicly and made accessible from the main page of the City's website.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
B Legal analysis required

B Fiscal analysis required

B Legislative change required

O State or federal change required

O Other (please explain):

APPROVALS INITIAL DATE

Department Director: £ 5/20/21

Finance Department: & S/26/21
KR 5/26/21

Legal Department:

Forward to City Manager
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