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Areas of high activity along the trail corridor, including 
events and eddies, trail access points, pedestrian 
crossing points, and when the primary and side trails 
join apply a similar kit of parts as the intersections (trail 
zone and mixing zone) to intuitively slow and alert trail 
users to “heads up” moments.

3.4 MIXING ZONES
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CKC TRAIL CHARACTERISTICS

NEAR TERM PRIMARY TRAIL AND SIDE TRAILNEAR TERM PRIMARY TRAIL LONG TERM TRAIL WITH TRANSIT

MIXING ZONES

REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORK TRAIL TYPES AND ELEMENTS FOR THE CROSS KIRKLAND CORRIDOR (CKC) PER THE MASTER PLAN

PROTOTYPICAL CORRIDOR ELEMENTS

3.1 CORRIDOR PROFILES

A key element of the master plan is the development of 
a shared use trail. The master plan proposes a primary 
trail (meeting the guidelines of a path shared by bicycles 
and pedestrians) and, in places, a secondary, side trail.

The intent is that the primary trail is a shared use trail for 
the foreseeable future. In the near term the plan does 
not exclude pedestrians from the shared use (primary) 
trail, as the choice of route is part of the richness of 
experience. 

A unique quality of trail corridors and shared use paths 
is that they self-regulate to conditions. For example, 
during evening commutes with higher bike volumes 
and speeds, pedestrians and more timid bike riders are 
more likely to shift to side routes, yet at less busy times 
of the day, they might choose to use the primary route. 
The ability to let trail traffic self-regulate as long as it can 
be done safely is desirable.

A goal of the master plan is to develop a vision of an 
evolving trail that changes over time as demand and 
the changing city around it warrant. Even in areas 
where dual trails are shown, it may take some time and 
a phased approach for parallel trails to be constructed 
due to budget and environmental considerations. It is 
anticipated that when future traffic volumes dictate, 
regulations can be implemented to separate different 
modes and users to different parts of the trail. The 
master plan sets a course where trail expansions 
(including the addition of dual, separated parallel 
routes) may ultimately be desired, but may not be 
needed or appropriate at the start. The design of the 
CKC is intended to allow a trail that will be phased in 
and evolve over time.  

Primary Trail

The primary trail is envisioned as a shared use path that 
either cyclists or pedestrians could choose to use, as it 
will tend to be wide, flat and smooth and will appeal to 
a wide variety of users. This trail is consistent with the 
vast majority of our regional trail system.

Materials
A hardscape paved trail of asphalt, cast-in-place 
concrete or unit pavers, depending upon location and 
intensity of use.

Width
The CKC assumes a minimum width of 12 feet, with 
an additional two feet of clearance on both sides. This 
width can increase in response to anticipated uses 
and traffic volumes. Portions of the trail may also be 
narrower for limited distances to accommodate pinch 
points such as existing bridges, etc.

The Trail Evolves: Divided Trail

As traffic volumes increase, portions of the trail can 
evolve from shared to divided with demarcations 
(pavement/paint or other delineation) separating bikes 
and other wheeled uses from pedestrians.

This master plan shows the vision for a full build-out of 
a trail network; however, as with most master plans, it 
is intended that this vision will be realized over time. 
The CKC will be a popular trail corridor from the time it 
opens, but even with that popularity it will take some time 
to build trail capacity to require separation. Prematurely 
overbuilding trail capacity or over-regulating trail users 
can limit trail experience and even create unanticipated 
safety issues. 

CROSS KIRKLAND CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN
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PRIMARY TRAIL

The primary trail is envisioned as a shared use path that cyclists 
and pedestrians use, as it will tend to be wide, flat and smooth 
and will appeal to a wide variety of users. This trail is consistent 
with the vast majority of the regional trail system.

Side Trail 

A side, parallel trail (with latitude from design standards 
required for Shared Use Paths) can provide an alternate, 
slower speed, less direct, more interesting and rich route 
for corridor users. This side trail could be constructed 
at the same time as the primary trail or as a later phase 
of construction based on issues of cost, permitting and 
trail use volumes or other considerations. 

Materials
A hardscape paved trail (asphalt, cast-in-place 
concrete or unit pavers) or soft surface trail (crushed 
rock), depending upon location and intensity of use.

Width
The side trail assumes an eight-foot width with an 
additional foot of clearance on both sides. However, 
this can be widely adjusted as site-specific design 
elements dictate.  

The Trail Evolves

Divided Trail: As traffic volumes on the primary trail 
increase to high levels, the side trail can evolve to 
become the pedestrian zone of a divided trail system, 
separating bikes and other wheeled uses from 
pedestrians.

Utilizing Grade Transitions

Grade transitions, existing or created, between 
parallel trails can provide additional buffering and the 
opportunity for integrated furnishings and elements 
that enrich the experience of both trails.

30
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GRADE TRANSITIONED SIDE TRAIL

A side, parallel trail may provide an alternate, slower speed, less 
direct, more interesting and rich route for corridor users. 

The primary trail layout on the historic trackway allows for a fu-
ture 40-foot transit envelope to be constructed east of the trail 
envelope. (See the Transit and Utility Study in the appendix of the 
CKC Master Plan document for more information.)

A parallel side trail may be added to the corridor where desired and where 
space and topography allow. 

The primary trail is generally assumed to be on the old trackway align-
ment, on the centerline of the corridor. To provide the 16-foot (or wider) 
trail envelope, the existing track bed must be widened through a combi-
nation of cut/fill grading.

Areas of high activity along the trail corridor, including 
events and eddies, trail access points, pedestrian 
crossing points, and when the primary and side trails 
join apply a similar kit of parts as the intersections (trail 
zone and mixing zone) to intuitively slow and alert trail 
users to “heads up” moments.

3.4 MIXING ZONES
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REPRESENTATIVE CKC TRAIL CONFIGURATIONS

Areas of high activity along the trail corridor, including trail ac-
cess points, pedestrian crossing points, and when the primary 
and side trails join apply a kit of parts to intuitively slow and alert 
trail users to “heads up” moments.
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PROVIDING CONNECTIONS FOR A GROWING REGION

DESIGNATED REGIONAL GROWTH CENTERS AND MANUFACTURING/INDUSTRIAL CENTERS COMPOSITE DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

PUGET SOUND REGIONAL GROWTH PLAN TOTEM LAKE GROWTH PLANEMERGING PRIORITIES
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DESIGNATED REGIONAL GROWTH CENTERS AND MANUFACTURING/INDUSTRIAL CENTERS 
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06 CREATE A DESTINATION

05 SAFETY

03 CONNECT TO REGIONAL TRAILS/TRANSIT

02 SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

04 NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION ARTERY

01 FULFIL THE VISION

The CKC and Totem Lake Non-Motorized Bridge are en-
visioned to become destinations.  This linear ‘park,’ with 
the future redevelopment of Totem Lake PArk provides 
Kirkland residents and visitors with superb recreational 
opportunities and an enjoyable environment to travel 
within and between places.

The Totem Lake Non-Motorized Bridge project will priori-
tize projects that significantly improve safety by provid-
ing CKC users with a grade separated crossing of 124th 
Avenue NE and NE 124th Street.

A convenient, direct link between the currently discon-
nected CKC Trail segments will greatly increase the func-
tionality of the trail and will attract users.

The CKC Trail is a fully off-street facility that provides non-
motorized commuters with a safe route to regional des-
tinations.

Connecting to new and existing trail/transit facilities will 
make the CKC available to more users and regional des-
tinations.

Connections to the South Kirkland Park and Ride, To-
tem Lake Transit Center, the new 520 trail, and Redmond 
Central Connector.

Utilize the corridor’s development to catalyze economic 
growth, encouraging residential and commercial devel-
opment that can charge the corridor and city with energy 
and vitality.

Totem Lake, 6th Street S, and the Parmac area are re-
imagined as an “active zone” in this master plan.

The CKC will connect with significant growth and density 
high-use areas with unimpeded travel.

Ensuring connections are made with the CKC and key 
streets, schools, parks, commercial land, and transit will 
maximize the public benefit.

Distinguish the CKC as a unique cultural and recreation-
al destination for the community and region.  Provide an 
experience beyond that of a typical regional trail. 
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BRIDGE GOALS, ALIGNMENT, AND EXPERIENCE

CHARACTER ZONE SCRAPBOOK

6.9 TOTEM LAKE
Character

There are two distinct characters to the Totem Lake 
stretch of the CKC—the western portion, where the 
corridor is defined by private property on both sides, and 
the eastern portion, where the CKC seamlessly merges 
with the ecologically rich and visually spectacular 
Totem Lake Park. This stretch is entirely re-imagined, 
with adjacent parcels redeveloped to front the corridor 
with active edges while the newly enhanced Totem 
Lake Park becomes a northern trailhead to the CKC. 
Nowhere does the trail have a greater opportunity to be 
a catalyst for change and growth and become a civic 
treasure than at Totem Lake!

Totem Lake Gateway

A grade separated crossing of 124th and Totem Lake 
Boulevard is the ideal way to provide quick, safe 
passage across the highest traffic intersection on the 
CKC. This crossing, a structurally dramatic bridge, can 
become an icon for the city and Totem Lake as one of 
the more dramatic experiences on the corridor, its form 
shaped by the restricted clearance requirements of 
traffic and overhead power lines. 

Totem Lake Park

The newly revitalized park includes the CKC on its 
southern edge with the addition of active and passive 
park elements. The corridor is connected to the northern 
shore through a looping trail network, where restrooms, 
lawn area and a play area create a welcomed stopping 
place and northern trailhead. 

Design Influences

Gateway
The passage of the trail over 124th and Totem Lake 
Boulevard becomes a gateway to the neighborhood as 
well as a powerful symbol for the growth and change 
of Totem Lake into an increasingly important center 
of retail and commercial activity for Kirkland and the 
region. 

Ecological redevelopment
The CKC as a model of active transportation and the 
enhanced ecologically rich Totem Lake Park set the 
tone for the emergence of Totem Lake as a new model 
for the development of ecologically rich, sustainable 
districts.

Upland park with restroom 
and kiosk

Lake promenade walk and 
seating nodes

Elevated lake viewing pier

Cross Kirkland Corridor 
improvements

Spiral ramp and 124th 
overpass crossing

Improved entry and 
sidewalk

Back-in angle parking

Passive open space and 
trail connection

Stormwater feature

Wetland buffer edge 
enhancement

Terraced seating areas and 
passive lawn

SCL powerline and 
hillside trails

Bridge feature and wetland 
enhancement

Median planting with 
sidewalk improvements

Hummock planting and 
habitat features

Play area

Loop boardwalk trail with 
habitat viewing

Trail respite (seating, 
interpretive signs)

Relocated bus stop

Wildlife habitat ponds 
(enhancement)
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CROSS KIRKLAND CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN

CKC MASTER PLAN TOTEM LAKE GATEWAY AND PARK PLAN

CKC TOTEM LAKE PARK AND BRIDGE VISION

PROPOSED BRIDGE ALIGNMENT

PROPOSED BRIDGE ALIGNMENTPROJECT DESCRIPTION
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A grade separated crossing of ne 124th ave and Totem Lake Boulevard provides safe passage across the highest 
traffic intersection on the CKC.  This crossing is envisioned to be a structurally expressive bridge that will become 
a landmark for the city and Totem Lake as one of the more dramatic experiences on the corridor, its form is derived 
by the restrictions imposed by clearance requirements of traffic and overhead power lines.  The passage of the trail 
over this busy intersection becomes a gateway to the neighborhood as well as a powerful symbol for the growth and 
change of Totem Lake into an increasingly important center of retail, Residential, and commercial activity for Kirkland 
and the region. 

01 ALIGNMENT REVISION

02 SOUTH APPROACH RAMP

03 SPIRAL RAMP

04 SITE CONSTRAINTS

A preliminary alignment based on CKC master plan 
shown here reflects the preferred configuration.

Ramp structure elevates trail to spans over NE 124th 
Street and Totem Lake Blvd.  

A circular ramp brings the trail back to grade at Totem 
Lake Park.  

Roadways, utilities, overhead power lines, and future 
transit constitute the major site constraints. 

05 FUTURE TRANSIT

05 DESIGN PHASE

The preliminary alignment shifts the new trail structure to 
the west allowing for future transit.

  Conceptual design is currently underway.
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02	 NORTH APPROACH FROM THE 120TH AVE NE

01 	 SOUTH APPROACH FROM 124TH AVE NE

03	 NORTHEAST APPROACH FROM TOTEM LAKE BLVD

08	 EAST APPROACH FROM NE 124TH STREET

05 	 VIEW OF TOTEM LAKE FROM EXISTING BOARDWALK TRAIL 04	 NORTH APPROACH FROM THE EXISTING CKC

07	 WEST APPROACH FROM NE 124TH STREETAERIAL VIEW OF THE FUTURE BRIDGE SITE LOOKING SOUTHWEST

06 	 SOUTH APPROACH FROM THE EXISTING CKC
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