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1.0 Introduction 

In February of 1997, a wetlands and buffer modification moratorium was adopted in the City of 
Kirkland through Interim Ordinance No. 3575 (An Ordinance of the City of Kirkland Relating to 
Irlrerint Regulation of Development irz Wetlandr, Wetland Buffers, Stream Buffers, and Minor Lake 
Buffers). This interim ordinance limited proposed development impacts to areas outside of City- 
regulated wetlands and regulated buffers. The adoption of this interim ordinance was a result of 
public concern over several citv ~roiects that involved wetland alteration and/or buffer modification. .. - 
Public concern indicated that wetlands and their buffers, while regulated by the Kirkland Zoning 
Code Chapter 90 (Drainage Basins), were not adequately ~rotected from modification and alteration. 
The City sponsored several public meetings and wbrkshops during the summer of 1997 to identify 
issues of importance and to evaluate wetland, stream and buffer resources within the City of Kirkland. 
As a result of these meetings and workshops, several studies were undertaken to investigate the 
existing environmental resources within the City of Kirkland and to evaluate a possible drainage 
basin approach to sensitive areas regulations. This issue paper is part of the evaluation to determine 
the scientific basis upon which to define improved sensitive areas regulations. 

2.0 Goals and Objectives 

The goals and objectives of this document are to evaluate existing information on wetlands, sbeams, 
buffers, and important wildlife habitat resources within the City of Kirkland and to determine 
recommendations for the protection and preservation of these resources. Existing information 
includes our regional knowledge of the City environment and the resource inventory prepared by The 
Watershed Company titled Kirkland's Streams, Wetlands, and Wildlife Study (July 1998). The study 
describes streams, wetlands and wildlife comdors and  h hi tats t?.<t??in each of th.e diiinaae basins - 
occurring within the City of Kirkland. Regulatory recommen&itions I%+? st,:ex?c:r.; wetlan.&, buffers, 
and important wildlife habitats wiii be based uwn and tailored to the vfij..::. ni.d iirotectia needs of . - 
naturairesoarce features found within the ci ty of  irkl land. In additi;m, aai-;~;i$adstory 
recommendations that may benefit environmental resources will be ilk:.=;usseci i!:: 56s dw.ument. 
Streams, wetlands, buffers and vrildlife habitat conservation areas are describe1 $:tr detail belwa, 
following the dr:scsiption of the dn?.hage basin approach. 

3.0 Drainage Basin.Approach 

Ti!r City of Kirkland is an urbanizitig community h a t e d  on the eastern shore?i;;2 of Lake 
Washington. Several large pereraiii%l streams as '*el! as smaller spring-fed broai:.~ are kcated wil;i<.rt 
rhc City. All of these streams drains .ivesterly towards Lake Washk::!on. Several large w~:tii;:i~ds wi: 

.) located u~ithin Kirkland, including shoreline wetlands on Lake Washlagton and two irnparis~it 
head:vater lakes ( i .~. .  Totem Lake and Forbes Lake) flowing to salmcnid-bearing streams. R nuanier -- -.---. ..,.*-...... , - .. ., . . 














