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Background and purpose of meetings 

The City of Kirkland is hosting the second series of four neighborhood planning workshops during the 

months of May and June. The City hosted the first set of workshops in January and February. The 

meetings in January and February focused on helping neighborhoods identify issues with their existing 

plans (or principles for new plans) as part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan update process. The purpose 

of this series of meetings is to: 

 Report back to neighborhoods on the City’s response to issues and suggested changes or 
additions to existing neighborhood plans.  

 Further explore how shared business districts might change in the future. 

 Further explore issues from the first set of meetings that need clarification or additional 
thoughts. 

 

The City hosted the first meeting in this series on May 13, 2014 at Kirkland City Hall (123 5th Ave) from 

6:00 to 8:30 pm. Neighborhoods in attendance included Everest, Central Houghton and Lakeview. These 

neighborhoods share common boundaries and business districts. Approximately 50 people attended 

the meeting.  

 

Upon signing in, staff gave attendees a meeting agenda and copies of transcribed notes from the first 

workshop organized by neighborhood and theme. Staff also gave attendees transcribed notes that 

focused specifically on transportation related issues. The purpose of these materials was to give 

attendees the opportunity to review comments from the first workshop and get feedback on comments 

and issues that needed further clarification and additional insight. 

 

Introductions 

Penny Mabie (facilitator) welcomed attendees to the meeting, introduced staff and City of Kirkland 

Council Member Dave Asher, reviewed the agenda, and discussed the format of the meeting. She gave a 

brief synopsis of the first workshop and outlined the goal of this meeting. Penny noted that following 

the discussion on the City’s response to the first workshop’s comments, there would be a break where 

attendees would have the opportunity to review and provide comments and questions on wall exhibits 

that highlighted comments, issues, and themes from the first meeting specific to Everest, Central 

Houghton, and Lakeview. 

 

Response to first meeting’s comments 

Overview presentation 

Eric Shields (City of Kirkland, Director of Planning) started this discussion with an overview presentation. 

In addition to the objective of the workshops and key themes from the first meeting, the presentation 

focused on the schedule for updating the Comprehensive Plan including updating the general elements 

of the plan such as land use, economic development, and housing; selecting Citizen Amendment 

Requests for study; and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process. The presentation also 
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touched on comments and themes from the first meeting and the City’s response to those comments 

and themes.  

Walkability 

Jeremy McMahan (City of Kirkland, Planning Supervisor) continued with a presentation on the 10-

Minute Neighborhood concept. This concept is based on a person’s ability to walk 10 minutes from 

where they live to where they go to school, work, shop, and play. The City of Kirkland is currently 

developing a tool to map things that contribute to walkability such as proximity to destinations and how 

accessible are those destinations (how does a person get there).  

 

One output of the tool is a heat map. The heat map shows areas in Kirkland that are more or less 

walkable by overlaying attributes such as parks, schools, and sidewalks. Most importantly, the map 

shows where connection gaps exist. One goal of the tool is to help identify where growth should occur, 

help the City prioritize where capital improvements should be made, and highlight where pedestrian 

connections can and should happen. 

 

Transportation opportunities 

David Godfrey (City of Kirkland, Transportation Engineering Manager) concluded the discussion with a 

presentation on transportation. David’s presentation highlighted the goals of the Transportation Master 

Plan, gave an overview of trends in vehicle miles traveled and changes in transportation priorities, and 

illustrated how the 10-Minute Neighborhood concept feeds into the neo-traditional neighborhood 

layout of connected streets. The presentation concluded with a look at the types of transportation 

projects the City can afford and accept, given the current land use. The purpose of this examination was 

to get people thinking about how the City can find the right balance of land use and transportation 

projects. 

 

Question and answer session 

Attendees asked City staff questions and gave comments about the overview, 10-Minute Neighborhood 

concept, and presentation on transportation opportunities. Comments and questions covered a range of 

topics, and are provided below. Answers to questions by City staff are noted in italics. 

 

What is the difference between a Citizen Amendment Request (CAR) and a Private Amendment Request 

(PAR)? And how is a PAR different than Spot Zoning. 

Both CARs and PARs are requests to change the Comprehensive Plan’s land use designation, 

Zoning Map or development regulations for a particular property. The City will consider CARs 

when it is doing its complete update to the Comprehensive Plan. The City’s determination of 

which requests to consider is less formal and the decision does not need to be based on the 

criteria listed in the Zoning Code for amending the Comprehensive Plan. The PAR process is open 

for accepting applications every other year with a formal threshold determination process and 

review criteria stated in the Zoning Code. In both cases, the City will consider the public interest 

in the requests, available staff resources and other City work program commitments in deciding 

whether to study the request.  
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The City will look at the area around the request if the request is for a single property to 

determine if the study should be expanded. By considering a broader study area, a CAR nor a 

PAR would be a Spot Zoning.   

 

 

What is the City’s process for handling a Citizen Amendment Request?  

Citizens can submit an application form found on the City’s website. The deadline is June 20, 

2014. The City has a web site that describes the CARS that have been submitted. Staff will 

determine which CAR’s to present to the Planning Commission. On July 10, 2014 the Planning 

Commission will consider the requests and make a recommendation to the City Council as to 

which requests should be studied. On July 15, 2014, the City Council will make the final direction 

on which CAR’s are eligible for further study..   The public may submit written comments to the 

City or given oral comments at the Planning Commission’s July 10th meeting on whether to study 

the requests. In the fall 2014, the Planning Commission will study those requests selected for 

further consideration. Public comment may also be provided during that time. Any potential 

environmental impacts from those studied requests will be assessed in the Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) document that will be prepared for the Comprehensive Plan Update.  

 

Is the Houghton Community Council involved in the Comprehensive Plan update process? 

Yes. The Houghton Community Council reviews revisions to the Comprehensive Plan from the 

Planning Commission and provide feedback. Then the Houghton Community Council along with 

the City Council will ultimately make the final decision on the Comprehensive Plan as it applies 

to the Central Houghton and Lakeview neighborhoods. 

 

What are the parameters for the thinking about the growth targets?  

King County sets the growth targets for Kirkland. The targets are based on regional forecasts and 

adjusted for each city within King County. The purpose of the targets is to focus growth in urban 

centers. It is Kirkland’s decision on where to focus the growth assigned to us. Note, under the 

City’s current zoning, we have the capacity to accommodate the growth targets. 

 

Why is the City’s 10-Minute Neighborhood concept/tool based on 10 minutes rather than 20 minutes 

like in other cities?  

For Kirkland, 10 minutes seems more realistic for walking to and from destinations. With that 

said, the tool can be adjusted for more than 10 minutes. 

 

Do the colors on the heat map of Kirkland mean some areas should be more or less dense?  

The colors show where it is easier or harder to get to a destination within 10 minutes. This tool is 

useful because it helps residents and the City have a conversation about where growth could 

occur. The tool also helps the City think about what it can do to make an area more walkable. 
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Was the Cross Kirkland Corridor taken into consideration when developing this heat map?  

Yes it was.  

 

Does the tool consider traffic?  

Those types of questions will be addressed during the EIS phase of updating the Comprehensive 

Plan.  

 

Does the tool distinguish between elementary and middle schools as the amenities at each are 

different?  

We counted them both equally. We did not make a distinction or give more or less weight to one 

or the other. 

How did you distinguish schools from parks, schools with playfields, and stand alone parks?  

We did not make a distinction and everything is counted equally, once.  

 

Are emergency services like Fire and Police considered in the tool?  

No, we did not consider community and emergency services in the tool because the tool looks at 

frequent destinations. Things like emergency services are covered in other plans and in a general 

sense in the Comprehensive Plan. In the Plan, we map out response times for various services so 

that we can meet the City’s level of service goals, now and in the future. 

 

Does the tool look to concentrate certain types of businesses in certain areas to support the notion of 

being able to visit many places and only park one time?  

The Park Once concept is not a feature of the walkability analysis; that is more of a result of 

previous zoning rules and market forces.  

 

Why do you weigh everything equally?  

Weighting everything equally gives us a starting point and later we can re-weight specific things 

as appropriate.  

 

Where is work data? 

The tool does not include data on employment. Employment could be an output of the model. 

 

The model does not account for restricted parking, such as parking in a grocery store and being 

restricted from walking to the park, correct?  

Currently, this model is not measuring “park and walk” situations.   

 

Is the 10-minute goal mandated by the State or County?  
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No, this is something the City of Kirkland is developing. 

 

What do you do with this information?  

The purpose of this information is to begin the discussion on where investments should be 

prioritized. 

 

Does this tool tie into the Visioning process? 

Yes, walkability is a theme of the Visioning process.  

 

Is this tool available to the public?  

It will be once we have finalized the tool. It is in the pilot stage now. 

 

Do Houghton and Everest have the worst level of service?  

It might seem like that in certain areas of the City; however, people in the particular 

neighborhoods can best answer that answer.  

 

What does level of service mean?  

It is a measure of how well the transportation system is working. For example, a poor level of 

service would be sitting at a traffic light for five cycles rather one.  

 

How does growth affect the level of service?  

While growth can contribute to congestion, there are other options besides driving. The Transit 

Master Plan highlights opportunities to provide alternatives. At the same time, we are looking at 

what we can do now to increase the level of service such as making tweaks to traffic signals.   

 

It seems everyone is driving in my neighborhood to get places, and it is a small percentage of people 

who actually walk to their destinations.  

True, not everyone is going to walk. The goal is to create a place where everyone has the option 

to walk. 

 

Break  

Penny instructed attendees to take a break and review the exhibits around the room concerning 

differing viewpoints, transportation issues, and comments from the first meeting. Attendees were asked 

to provide comments and questions on the exhibits. For a detailed list of comments and questions 

please see the attached spreadsheet. 

 

Business district discussion 

Penny led a discussion about the shared business district of Central Houghton and Everest. Business 

districts were a central concern and interest at the first workshop. Penny outlined what was heard from 
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the first workshop including the different desires and viewpoints of the two neighborhoods. The 

purpose of this discussion was to capture all the issues and concerns of both neighborhoods and address 

what should be in the Comprehensive Plan, zoning, neighborhood plans, and the business districts.  

 

Question and answer session 

Penny opened up the floor for discussion. Comments and questions are provided below. Answers to 

questions and comments by City staff are noted in italics. 

 

On the third chart, I don’t recall anyone at the first meeting making those comments. Where did they 

come from?  

The comments on the exhibits came from several sources including email, the Ideas Forum, and 

the meeting.  

What is the Ideas Forum?  

It is a City of Kirkland online forum where people can ask questions and provide input. 

 

What does the City think the community thinks about raising building heights? And do people’s opinions 

matter? 

We suspect that many people  mostly against raising building heights and their opinions matter. 

One reoccurring theme we hear is that traffic is a major concern. 

 

Does the existing zoning allow for growth?  

Yes it does. The question for the City, where should that growth go? 

 

In the central business districts will housing and businesses be grouped together?  

Yes. The area will continue to be a mix use area with commercial and residential. While there are 

different models of development, they are all open for discussion.  

 

Will what we decide for the Central Houghton business district affect what happens in Bridle Trails?  

No, every neighborhood is different. There is no one-size-fits-all model so we have to have this 

conversation with each neighborhood. 

 

Given the current zoning can accommodate Kirkland’s growth targets, if zoning gets increased in one 

area will there be less zoning somewhere else?  

It is about trade-offs and the question for the City is where should the growth go. 

 

Can we see what Houghton Plaza would look like under the current zoning?  

Houghton Plaza owner: It is not economically viable to do anything less than five stories. We own 

that and it is built to its maximum capacity. Given that, we have to remain viable and give 
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people what they want. More space means more parking and parking is expensive. If we can 

include residential in with commercial use, then the parking can do double duty. Right now we 

are limited with what we can do. If our tenants ask for more space, we can’t give it to them. 

Looking out into the future, this can affect what happens at the Plaza.  

 

A disconnect I see is the traffic and parking have gotten progressively worse. If an area is developed, 

traffic improvements must be made. 

I own a number of the multifamily complexes in this area. You say you don’t want change, but change is 

already happening. Properties are being sold and million dollar homes are being built. We have to 

decide if that’s what we want, because it is already happening. We need to maintain a variety of housing 

to accommodate different types of families and people. 

 

Close out 

Janice Coogan (City of Kirkland, Senior Planner) outlined the next steps including upcoming Planning 

Commission study sessions. She also highlighted ways for people to stay involved with the project 

including attending future public meetings web links to Kirkland 2035 homepage and the Ideas Forum: 

• www.kirklandwa.gov/Community/Kirkland2035  

• www.IdeasForum.kirklandwa.gov  

http://www.ideasforum.kirklandwa.gov/
http://www.ideasforum.kirklandwa.gov/
http://www.ideasforum.kirklandwa.gov/

