
CITY OF KIRKLAND 
City Manager’s Office 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3000 
www.kirklandwa.gov

MEMORANDUM 

To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 

From: Kellie Stickney, Communications Program Manager 
Amy Bolen, Executive Assistant 

Date: August 20, 2020 

Subject: National Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Mayor proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2020 as National Hispanic Heritage 
Month in the City of Kirkland.   

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:  

This proclamation supports Kirkland’s Resolution R-5240 declaring Kirkland a safe, inclusive, 
welcoming community for all people.  Celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month helps to 
ensure that diversity and inclusion remain a priority and that we continue to welcome diversity 
in its many forms and embrace opportunities to showcase diversity in our City.  

Mr. Luis Navarro, Kirkland resident, will be online to “accept” the proclamation. 

Council Meeting: 09/01/2020 
Agenda: Honors and Proclomation 
Item #: 4. a.



A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 

Proclaiming September 15 through October 15, 2020 as 
National Hispanic Heritage Month in the City of Kirkland 

WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the history, culture and traditions of the Hispanic 
community and recognizes the countless contributions made by Hispanic Americans to American society; 
and 

WHEREAS, National Hispanic Heritage Month commemorates the anniversaries of independence for the 
Latin American countries of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, all of which 
celebrate independence on September 15, while also aligning with the independence days of Mexico and 
Chile, which celebrate their independence on September 16 and September 18 respectively; and 

WHEREAS, according to United States Census population estimates for 2019, Hispanic and Latino 
community members represent an estimated 7.6 percent of the population in Kirkland; and 

WHEREAS, according to the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials, the Latino 
community continues to be underrepresented in elected positions held both locally and nationally, with a 
political representation rate of approximately 1.3 percent in local, state and federal elected offices; and  

WHEREAS, concentrated effort is needed to amplify the voices of our Hispanic and Latino population, to 
increase civic engagement among our Hispanic and Latino community members and encourage their 
involvement on local boards, commissions and elected bodies; and 

WHEREAS, Public Health – Seattle & King County reports that Hispanic and Latino communities have 
been disproportionately impacted by the presence of COVID-19 in the region, which reinforces findings 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on nationwide trends; and 

WHEREAS, in February of 2017 the Kirkland City Council approved Resolution R-5240 declaring Kirkland 
a safe, inclusive, and welcoming community for all people and directing the City Manager to engage the 
community to determine ways for Kirkland to be more safe, inclusive, and welcoming; and  

WHEREAS, the Council unanimously welcomed to Park Lane a vibrant artistic exhibit crafted by Mexican 
American artists telling the COVID-19 story of resilience and hope, while emphasizing the importance of 
celebrating life’s beauty even in the midst of trial and hardship; and 

WHEREAS, celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month helps to ensure that diversity and inclusion 
remains a priority and that we continue to welcome diversity in its many forms and embrace opportunities 
to showcase diversity in our City;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Penny Sweet, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2020 
as National Hispanic Heritage Month and encourage the Kirkland community to join us as we celebrate the 
important contributions made by Hispanic Americans, immigrants from Latin America, and the Latinx 
community and recognize and embrace the impact the Hispanic culture has on our lives and in our 
community.   

Signed this 1st day of September 2020, 

__________________
Penny Sweet, Mayor 
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