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Pro/Con Statements Due
General Election
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Fire Station Set For Business -- New Kirkland Facility
Expected To Fill Gaps In Central Part Of City

By Peyton Whitely
Seattle Times Eastside Bureau

KIRKLAND

Some painting still has to be finished and the final landscaping will have to wait until spring, but Kirkland's
new Forbes Creek Fire Station is open for business.

Two command vehicles, a fire engine and an aid unit already are in place at the station at Market Street
and Forbes Creek Drive north of downtown.

A formal dedication won't take place until next month or March.

Because of budget constraints, the aid unit will provide the bulk of the station's services, with a lieutenant
and a firefighter assigned full time to the station. On days when there are enough personnel available, a
second firefighter will be stationed there.

Even with the reduced staff, however, the station is expected to fill a major gap in Kirkland's fire-
protection coverage.

"This was kind of like a huge hole in our area," said acting Deputy Chief Mike Haschak.

While fire crews once were stationed in the central part of the city, services gradually moved to outlying
areas as new stations were built in such places as Rose Hill, Houghton and Finn Hill.

By 1991, calls for service were soaring, but the oldest part of the city was being served by the most
distant stations. Later studies showed that calls grew from 2,000 a year in 1979 to 6,000 a year in 1996,
and only 47 percent of the city met a response-time goal of five minutes during daylight hours.

A $4.8 million bond issue was approved in 1992 for new stations, and a replacement was built on Rose
Hill. Groundbreaking for the Forbes Creek station took place April 30.

Built for $1.63 million, the 6,000-square-foot Forbes Creek station offers what must be one of the prettiest
off-duty firefighting views in the region, with the station's kitchen and lounge area overlooking the
wetlands of Forbes Creek, which form part of the city's Juanita Bay Park.

The heart of the station is its garage area, which houses a 1981 fire engine, a couple of command
vehicles and the aid unit, which already is responding to calls.
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