
2019 Kirkland Cultural Arts Commission Members 

Back row, left to right: Kirkland Cultural Arts Commission members: Nancy Whittaker, Michelle Lustgarten, Barbie Collins Young, 
Tracy MacLean, Carol Belval, Ryan James. Front row, left to right: Mayor Penny Sweet, Cultural Arts Commission members: Dawn 
Laurant, Savannah Klein, Dana Nunnelly, Tere Thompson, Katie Wiederholt Not pictured: Lani Brockman, Christine Exline.  

Carol Belval (Chair) is a ceramic artist with a concentration in Outdoor Garden Art. Carol is an Advisory Board Member for 
the Kirkland Arts Center (KAC). Carol has been a Board Chair for KAC, as well as the Art Docent Chair for Peter Kirk 
Elementary School. Carol has taught beginning clay to students of all ages in both the public school system and in Kirkland’s 
Community Centers. 

Nancy Whittaker (Vice Chair) is the co-owner of Museo Gallery in Langley, Washington.  She was previously the buyer at 
The Burke Museum of Natural and Cultural History at The University of Washington, and the Store Operations Manager at 
The Bellevue Arts Museum.  Nancy was also on the board of the Northwest Art Alliance.  Presently she lives in Kirkland, with 
her husband, a local artist.  Together they share a passion for the arts, and believe in the need for accessible and compelling 
art in the public sphere.  

Lani Brockman is the Founding Executive Artistic Director of Studio East, Training for the Performing Arts, a twenty-six year-
old theater school for youth in Kirkland. She teaches and directs at the Studio as well as at Whidbey Island Center for the 
Arts (WICA) and Whidbey Children’s Theater where she also serves on their Advisory Board. She is a proud member of the 
board at Kirkland Performance Center and a graduate of Leadership Eastside, class of 2015. With her writing partner Susan 
Bardsley, Lani co-created and writes the musicals for StoryBook Theater, Studio East’s professional touring company, that 
entertains over 50,000 children and parents a year. Their shows introduce young children to the magic of theater and have 
been produced nation-wide as well as in Canada.. 

Christine Exline has been involved with and consulted more than sixteen non-profit arts and events organizations in than 
the past decade. From nationally recognized local theatres to local community events, she has done most everything from 
grant writing to corporate sponsorship to full scale planning. Her own art includes film, ceramics, jewelry, painting, and 
food. 

Ryan James is Gallery Director of ryan james fine arts, has been operating in Kirkland for the past seven years, representing 
15 contemporary artists specializing in abstract, modern and conceptual arts on the Eastside. 

Savannah Klein is an International Baccalaureate student and the youth representative of the Cultural Arts Commission. 
Having studied French for five years, Savannah has become imbued with French culture and communicated first hand with 
European people about their stances on cultural issues in their communities. During her time abroad she discovered her 
passion for public service and cultural anthropology. Yet, she always is drawn back to the United States’ own cultural 
identity, specifically with its battle in civil rights. Savannah founded her school’s ACLU chapter with a vision of bringing 
campus and community together. In addition to her dedication to ACLU, Savannah is also the Head of Social Media and 



Technology for her school’s Model United Nations delegation, and holds membership at Kirkland Youth Council, French 
Club and DECA. 

Dawn Laurant has over 30 years experience curating, researching and designing exhibitions for museums including the 
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History, the Burke Museum, The Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, and the Marin 
County History Museum, and holds a Masters Degree in Museology from John F Kennedy University. In addition Dawn is an 
appraiser with the American Society of Appraisers as a specialist in Fine Art. Most recently, Dawn worked as an auction 
specialist and appraiser for Pacific Galleries, located in Seattle, WA. Alongside her work with the KCAC, Dawn has served as 
Chair and Co-Chair for a number of art organizations and programs including Summerfest Art Festival, Young Artist 
Exhibition at Summerfest, Kirkland Fish Frolic, and the National PTA Reflections Art Program. 

Michelle Lustgarten is a graduate of the University of Washington with a BFA in Visual Communications and is the graphic 
designer for two area Honda dealerships. In addition to design, her passion is teaching art to elementary school children in 
Kirkland and is an art specialist at Bell, Sandburg and Lakeview. She is a supporter of the National PTSA sponsored 
Reflections Arts Recognition Program and she has instituted a tradition at Bell Elementary that 5th grade students create a 
legacy art project as a permanent addition to their school. 

Tracy MacLean has a Ph.D from the School of Cinematic Arts at the University of Southern California and taught film and 
media studies courses for many years. Before moving to Kirkland in 2011, she was Academic Director for Intercollegiate 
Media Studies at the Claremont Colleges. Currently, she works as the Accreditation Liaison Officer and Policy Coordinator at 
Bellevue College. She has been an art docent at Peter Kirk Elementary. She and her husband are regular subscribers to the 
Seattle Opera and enjoy traveling to other cities for special opera performances. 

Dana Nunnelly has been involved in the Arts all of her life and holds a degree in Fine Arts from Puget Sound University. She 
has owned her own Graphic Design Company and has worked professionally in Art Direction, Marketing and Branding for 
Microsoft, REI and HomeGrocer.com. She has taught painting classes and facilitated the Life Figure Drawing sessions at the 
Kirkland Arts Center for 5 years. She also started the very popular Summerfest Life Drawing Jam - a FREE open life drawing 
time with costumed models from Studio East, she is a member of Art Chix  and shows her work around the Seattle area. 

Teresa (Tere) Alonso Thompson is a lover of art, design and architecture and has collected art pieces during her travels 
around the world where she makes a point of visiting local artists. Born in Havana, Cuba, and fluent in Spanish, Italian and 
English, she immigrated to the US with her parents at a young age. Throughout her life she has been surrounded by the arts 
and values the role that the arts play in our environment, not only in one’s home but also in public gathering places where 
they enhance communities, promote cultural exchange and create aesthetically pleasing places for everyone to enjoy. Tere 
has lived in Washington, DC and San Francisco where she spent more than 20 years in the biotechnology industry in project 
management, business development and general management. She has also been an avid volunteer in education and non 
profits. 

Katie Wiederholt lives and works in Kirkland where she runs The Music Studio of Katie Wiederholt, teaching private violin 
and piano lessons to students all over Kirkland. She holds a Master of Education from Northwest University, and has been 
active in teaching for several years. She enjoys being part of the community, especially marathon training through all the 
diverse and lovely neighborhoods of Kirkland. She likes spending time with her family, cooking, and being outdoors. 

Barbie Collins Young is the former Executive Director of the Kirkland Downtown Association, and has lived in Kirkland for 
nearly three decades.  Her passion for art and community and an intense creative spirit keeps her involved in everything 
happening in Kirkland.  She is currently consulting on creative projects.  Barbie has over 20 years of professional experience 
in operations, fundraising, customer service, grant writing, sales, marketing, recruiting and training in high profile positions. 
Her own art includes cartooning, video production, writing and painting.   

 


