Rapid Ride Route 1027 Options — Preliminary Analysis

As part of implementing King County Metro’s long-range plan, METRO CONNECTS, 26 new RapidRide
lines are being planned across the county. One of these lines, called ‘Corridor 1027’ traverses through
Kirkland and is expected to come on-line in 2025. When METRO CONNECTS was first adopted, it
included a ‘representative alignment’ for this route from Totem Lake to Eastgate (which overlays
portions of routes 234, 235, 255 and 271).

Based on input from the North Eastside Mobility Project (NEMP), Metro is now considering an
alternative endpoint to Downtown Redmond instead of Totem Lake and is also considering an alternate
alignment from Totem Lake. Once the endpoint is determined, Metro will finalize the exact street
routing that will be considered. These various options are currently being evaluated by Metro and the
endpoint chosen based on this analysis will be shared with the Transportation Commission at their July
24,2019 meeting.

Because this is such an important decision, staff put together some preliminary data to better inform
the decision-making process so that the Transportation Commission and staff can give meaningful
feedback back to Metro.

Option 1:

Totem Lake to DT Bellevue and Eastgate via 98" Ave NE/Market St — Kirkland Transit Center — 6™ St
S/108™ Ave NE — South Kirkland Park & Ride. Baseline alighment from Metro Connects. NOTE: Map
focuses on north alignment north of downtown Kirkland.
The full maps are included in the attachment.

Pros:

Cons:

has been evaluated for the initial Metro
Connects plan

Serves the Totem Lake urban center with high-
frequency transit service

Connects to the Kirkland Transit Center and
the South Kirkland P&R

Has a great connection for Google employees
along 6™ St South

significant impacts to the 255 which would
likely require the truncation of the 255 at the
Kirkland Transit Center

potential impacts on 98™ Ave NE/Market St
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Additional analysis was conducted to assess existing and future land uses along the corridor. The
following charts show land uses within a quarter-mile of the representative alignment (excluding some
very large parcels so as not to skew the data).

Current Land Use: Future Land Use:
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= Low Density Residential Commercial
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u Office = Office
Option 2

Downtown Redmond to DT Bellevue and Eastgate via Redmond Way/NE 85 St (incl. I-BRT Station) —
Kirkland Transit Center — Lake Washington Blvd — South Kirkland Park & Ride

w TO BOTen
= NE 132nd 5t ]
NE 132nd st

Kingsgate P&R ¢
. Legend
E Totem I;_ake g INE 128th St
= R TranSIt;Center = Redmond - Eastgate RapidRide
w 5
NE 1
; z 20th St 233
; Z NE 116th 5t g — 239
8 £ — 255
- —_— 271
2 g
o < IE‘ King County Metro Transit centers
o =
KIRKLANB 3 @ King County Metro Park & Ride Lots
| E
] NOVB#V Hill g,
3 e REDMOND a
g Kirkland:Way
P&R NE 90th St ol
9 Redmond 2
P8R i 2
3 z
8

32nd Ave NE

ne O1d Redmond Rd Bear Creek Pkwy

Page 2



Pros:

- Connects Kirkland to downtown Redmond and the future light rail station

- Serves the growth of housing and businesses in DT Redmond and along the NE 85" St
Corridor

- Connects to the future (funded) Bus Rapid Transit Station (BRT) at NE 85" and 1-405

- Connects to the Kirkland Transit Center and the South Kirkland P&R

- Provides 405 BRT riders frequent direct access to downtown Kirkland, 6™ St S Corridor,
Carillon Point, entire 85™ St corridor and downtown Redmond

- potential impacts to the planned 250 route
- Transit riders along Avondale Rd and surrounding area would have to transfer to get to
more destinations, including downtown Kirkland

Other Considerations:
- As part of 1-405 BRT and East Link implementation, increased service hours should be
increased on the 239

Current Land Use: Future Land Use:
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Option 3

Totem Lake to DT Bellevue and Eastgate via 124" Ave NE then NE 85" St (incl. I-BRT Station) — Kirkland
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Transit Center — Lake Washington Blvd — South Kirkland Park & Ride



Pros: w To Bo
- Serves the Totem Lake urban center with high- S NE 1320 5t 5
) . Kingsgate P&R (g5 s
frequency transit service < J Totem L&
- Utilizes the widening of 124" for speed and = Transit:C
reliability =
- Better serves ESJ communities c '?: 3} NE 120th §
- Serves the growth of housing and businesses at o ¥ < S NE MEth St o
both Totem Lake and along the NE 85 St Corridor § Legendm g
- Connects to the future (funded) Bus Rapid Transit e Totem Lake - Eastgate via Rose Hil
Station (BRT) at NE 85" and 1-405 — 2
- Connects to the Kirkland Transit Center and the _iii
South Kirkland P&R _zjf
- Provides 405 BRT riders frequent direct access to _B | @ «ing county Metro Transitcenters
downtown Kirkland, 6™ St S Corridor, Carillon Point, ‘{; @ ting Sounty Metro F’a“”zﬂm
and portion of 85™ St corridor E Kirkland;Way
P&R
Cons: " NERESth St
- Potential impacts to the planned 239 route
- Closely parallels the I-405 BRT route in this vicinity u
- Provides redundant frequent connection between Kirkland = 2

portions of Totem Lake and downtown Kirkland
- Transit riders in Kingsgate neighborhood would have to transfer to get to more destinations,
including downtown Kirkland

Other Considerations:
- As part of I-405 BRT and East Link implementation, increased service hours should be
increased on the 250
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RapidRide RT 1027 - Option 1
Totem Lake - Eastgate via Juanita RapidRide
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RapidRide RT 1027 - Option 2
Redmond - Eastgate RapidRide
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RapidRide RT 1027 - Option 3

Totem Lake - Eastgate via Rose Hill
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