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Presentation outline

• SR 520 Program overview

• Recently complete: West Approach 
Bridge North project construction 

• Rest of the West overview

• Montlake Phase project 

• Questions and answers

View of the new SR 520 floating bridge, looking west. 
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SR 520 Program overview and timeline

Program schedule
• Eastside Transit and HOV Project: Opened 2014
• Pontoon Construction Project (Aberdeen): Completed 2015
• New floating bridge: Opened April 2016
• West Approach Bridge North: Opened August 2017
• Remaining west side corridor: Construction to begin in late 2018

Program map

FUNDED
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West Approach Bridge North (WABN)
Major milestones

Top: New WABN structure open to traffic, Aug. 2017
Bottom: Photo of bikers enjoying the new SR 520 Trail,  
December 2017.

July 17, 2017 – New WABN westbound SR 
520 off-ramp lanes opened to traffic
• The exit lanes for the newly-aligned westbound 

SR 520 off-ramps begin just west of the floating 
bridge and extend to Montlake Boulevard and 
Lake Washington Boulevard East.

August 28, 2017 – New WABN structure 
opened to traffic
• Westbound transit/HOV and general-purpose 

lanes opened to traffic.

December 20, 2017 – New SR 520 Trail 
opened across Lake Washington
• The regional bicycle and pedestrian trail along 

SR 520 is now open across Lake Washington, a 
new connection between Seattle and the Eastside.
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Rest of the West project overview

FUNDED

Phase 1: Montlake Phase
Construction to begin in late 2018
Estimated duration: 4-5 years 

Phase 2: Portage Bay Phase
Construction to begin in approx. 2020-2022
Estimated duration: 6 years 

Phase 3: Montlake Cut Crossing Phase
Construction to begin as early as 2024
Estimated duration: 3 years 

Note: Exact project sequencing in development
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Montlake Phase key elements
Key features of the West Approach Bridge South, Montlake lid and land 
bridge upon completion
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Montlake Phase timeline
 2016: Worked with Seattle Design 

Commission and design professionals on 
design refinements to the Montlake area. 

 2017: Continued stakeholder outreach 
and developed contract documents

 Feb. 2018: Began contractor procurement 
process

 April 17, 2018: Hosted Montlake Phase 
open house 

• Fall 2018: Select Montlake Phase 
contractor

• Late 2018: Host preconstruction open 
houses on both sides of the lake and 
begin construction in Seattle

• Ongoing: City of Seattle, King County Metro 
and Sound Transit coordination, outreach to 
key stakeholders and the community
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Cross-lake travel during construction 
SR 520 highway, local streets and trail open 
during peak commute hours

• Necessary construction closures will take 
place primarily on nights and weekends.

• WSDOT is committed to providing advance 
notice of closures.

• Closures will be scheduled to avoid major 
regional events whenever possible. 

To build the new West Approach Bridge South, 
eastbound traffic will shift onto the new West 
Approach Bridge North. 

• During construction, the West Approach 
Bridge North will carry two general-purpose 
lanes of traffic in both directions. 
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Eastbound SR 520 on-ramp in the Arboretum to be 
removed; traffic redirected to the Montlake
interchange
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Existing Montlake flyer stops to close during 
construction; Riders to board on Montlake Boulevard 

• Bus stops will remain open and 
operational on Montlake Boulevard.

• There are almost 30,000/weekday and 
about 6,000/weekend day transit trips on 
the SR 520 corridor. About 700 of these 
daily trips use the SR 520 freeway flyer 
stops – approximately 2% of the total SR 
520 weekday transit ridership. 

• WSDOT has instructed our contractors 
to maintain the flyer stops into spring 
2019. 

• We are coordinating with the transit 
agencies to identify opportunities to 
assist the affected riders during 
construction.
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New transit stops to open on Montlake lid

When complete, the Montlake lid will include new:
• Multimodal transportation hub
• Local and regional bus stops
• Direct-access transit/HOV ramps between 

Montlake and the Eastside.
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How to stay informed during construction
WSDOT will provide a number of resources and 
ways to stay informed about construction 
activities during the upcoming Montlake Phase 
of construction.

Some of these tools and resources include:

• SR 520 Program website
• Email updates
• 24/7 construction hotline 
• Social media (Twitter and other platforms)
• Monthly construction meetings with the 

contractor
• Storefront location near the project 

construction site
• SR 520 Ombudsman/Community Liaison, 

David Goldberg
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Questions?

FUNDED

Visit: wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520bridge

E-mail: sr520bridge@wsdot.wa.gov

Call: 206-770-3500

Mail: SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program 
999 3rd Avenue, Suite 2200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
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