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City of Kirkland
Tourism Development Committee (TDC) Meeting Minutes
May 5, 2016 9-10am
Kirkland City Hall — Lakeview Room

Present: Toby Nixon (Chair), Jac Cooper, Lori Goldfarb, Troy Longwith, Michelle Quisenberry (via phone),
Ellen Miller-Wolfe (staff), Philly Marsh (staff)

Absent: Jennifer Gill, Ardene Skraban
Welcome: Meeting came to order at 9:08am.

The February meeting minutes were amended with the correct spelling of February. The amended
minutes were approved (Lori moved, Jac seconded, unanimous).

2017/18 Tourism Budget Discussion

Ellen described the regional economic development outlook and the addition of Kirkland Urban and the
Village at Totem Lake. Kirkland’s 2035 Comprehensive Plan outlines growth goals and Ellen reported on
the progress. She also described tourism projects and successes as well as the challenge that will be
presented with additional hotel supply coming online in Bellevue over the next few years.

Philly described the proposed budget 2017/2018 budget that include:

O Reduce Grants to Outside Agencies by $15,000 to make a more competitive process
= Can go out with a second call if income is strong and opportunities exist
O Reduce Special projects funding to $5,000 and if money is present in reserves get TDC
approval for project proposals.
0 Savingin printing and advertising based on negotiations and quantity discounts.
0 Slight increase in partner memberships to leverage opportunities

Discussion from the committee included that with the addition of hotel supply in Bellevue there could
be a dip in the hotel tax for 2017 and 18 so that the use of caution in the budget is good.

The committee discussed the option of lowering the amount to Outside Agencies from $75,000 to
$60,000. The committee agreed that this would make the process more competitive and if there was
extra funding in reserves then a second call for event funding could be made.

The committee approve announcing that there was $60,000 available in tourism funding for 2017. (Jac
moved, Troy seconded, unanimous).

AirBnB Tax Collection:



Starting in October AirBnB start collecting and submitting tax on behalf of their users. The latest tax
collection for Kirkland in February was $654.03. Other service such as VRBO have yet to follow suit.

Meeting adjourned at 10:06am

Minutes prepared by Philly Marsh




