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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kirkland Transportation Commission 
 
From: Don Anderson, P.E., Project Engineer  
 
Date: January 19, 2010 
 
Subject: INFO PACKET & UPDATE FOR 

THE KOLLIN NIELSON MEMORIAL NAMING of the I-405 BRIDGE over NE 116th 
STREET 

 
 
Prior actions by the Commission and City Council in 2009 supported the community-based proposal to 
name the state-owned facility of the I-405 bridge over NE 116th Street in honor of Kollin Nielson, who 
tragically lost his life while employed on the Washington State Department of Transportation I-405 
Nickel project in 2007 due to a drunk driver. 
 
The Kirkland Transportation Commission 
at its public meeting on June 24, 2009 
received public testimony in support of 
this action, and unanimously supported 
the proposal.  Commissioners requested 
the state coordinate with Kirkland staff 
and come back before the commission to 
finalize a memorial plaque location, any 
proposed signage, and related issues.  
Kirkland City Council sent a letter signed 
by the mayor in support of the proposed 
naming as vetted in public process by 
the Kirkland Transportation Commission. 
 
The Washington State Transportation 
Commission, based on Kirkland 
community and legislative support, adopted Resolution No. 696 
(attached) officially designating this bridge to be named in 
Kollin Nielson’s memory and honor. 
 
Also attached are background info on this proposal, the proposed signage and plaque information, 
discussion on a planned memorial ceremony, and proposed next steps by WSDOT to achieve these 
ends.   
 
WSDOT staff will make a brief presentation at the January commission meeting, take questions and 
receive appropriate input from the commission.   
 
 
 
Attachments: Washington State Transportation Commission Letter of Oct. 28, 2009 with Resolution No. 696 
  WSDOT Info Packet 
 

Kollin Nielson 
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Kollin Nielson/NE 116th Street Bridge Memorial

Kollin Nielson, 1977-2007

On June 22, 2007, Kollin Nielson 
tragically lost his life due to a drunk 
driving incident while working ondriving incident while working on 
the Washington State Department 
of Transportation's Interstate 405 
Kirkland Nickel Stage 1 Widening 
ProjectProject. 

Kollin was thirty years old and an 
employee of Kiewit Construction 
C K lli i i d b hiCompany. Kollin is survived by his 
parents, wife, and son.



Kollin Nielson/NE 116th Street Memorial 
B id P l
Facility Location

The facility to be named is at the I-405 interchange crossing over NE 116th Street in

Bridge Proposal

The facility to be named is at the I-405 interchange crossing over NE 116th Street in 
Kirkland. 

WSDOT completed a widened bridge over NE 116th as part of the Kirkland Nickel 
Stage 1 construction projectStage 1 construction project.

WSDOT will be completing the NE 116th Street interchange by adding new arterial 
lanes, sidewalks, lighting, and bike lanes in the next construction phase (to begin 
2011)2011).



Proposed plaque locationp p q



Pedestrian friendly site



THIS MONUMENT IS DEDICATED TO
THE LOVING MEMORY OFTHE LOVING MEMORY OF

KOLLIN NIELSON
KOLLIN TRAGICALLY LOST HIS LIFE 

WHEN HE WAS STRUCK BY A DRUNK DRIVER 
ON JUNE 22, 2007, WHILE WORKING ON THEON JUNE 22, 2007, WHILE WORKING ON THE 

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'S 
INTERSTATE 405 WIDENING PROJECT.

SURVIVED BY HIS PARENTS WIFE AND SONSURVIVED BY HIS PARENTS, WIFE AND SON,
KOLLIN WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD AND A PROJECT ENGINEER 

FOR KIEWIT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY.

DEDICATED BY THE WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



Highway sign specifics g ay s g spec cs



Kollin Nielson/NE 116th Street Bridge Memorial
Progress Report

June 24, 2009: Kirkland Transportation Commission held a public hearing.
July 7, 2009: the Kirkland City Council issued a letter of support to the WashingtonJuly 7, 2009: the Kirkland City Council issued a letter of support to the Washington 

State Transportation Commission.
Oct. 20, 2009: the Washington State Transportation Commission voted unanimously to 

rename the I-405 bridge over 116th Street in Kirkland the Kollin Nielson Memorial Bridge.

Next Steps
Brief Kirkland Transportation Commission on January 27th, 2009.
Reading Paper to Kirkland City Council (first or third Wednesday) in February. 
Hold dedication ceremony at the 116th Street Bridge on Friday, March 19 or 26, 2010.



Questions?Questions?

Colleen Gants
I-405 Communications

425-456-8555
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