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Eastside Rail Corridor 
Business Mail Survey 

60 Respondents 
January 18, 2010 

 
1. In your opinion, how important is it to develop transportation uses (rail, bus, bicycle, 

pedestrian) on the Eastside Rail Corridor?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. In your opinion, which uses are the most important to develop on the corridor? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
3. Which of the following statements best describes considerations you feel are most 

important when evaluating options for the corridor?    
 

Serve commuter transportation needs 41 
Develop a plan to actively use the corridor in the near future (0-5 years) 30 
Contribute to economic sustainability 26 
Connect Totem Lake to community and region  22 
Ensure corridor stays in public ownership  17 
Improve the appearance of the corridor 10 
Consider grade crossing delay and safety 7 
Consider impacts upon adjacent properties  7 
Evaluate freight transport options to benefit businesses along the corridor 5 
Disclose and mitigate environmental impacts  4 
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4. What is your short term vision?  By the year 2020, I believe the best use of the corridor 
would be:   

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Connect light rail all over eastside and Seattle to each other and airport “just like most major 
cities!” i.e. San Francisco BART. 

o Combination such as being promoted by City of Kirkland & King County, in other words, dual use.  
o Abandon the rail line 
o To keep it the same as it is now. 
o Bike joint use 

My interests in the corridor over the short term include: 

Rail 
o The corridor should be used to alleviate the congestion on I-405.  Using it to connect business with 

their employers and customers should be the priority. 
o Rail transit please to relieve I405 congestion. 
o We lose if for recreation – use it as the rail corridor it already is 
o Commuter use – decrease I-405 congestion. 
o Rail transit to help customers come to our business easier.  
o Reduce traffic on the 405 corridor. 
o Reduce congestion. 
o Connecting Totem Lake to business commuters North & South 
o Tie in with transportation solutions in King County and beyond 
o To commute 
o Creating a train station for Totem Lake. 

 
 

Trail 
o Bike/ped trail – Kirkland to Renton would lead to a desirable urban eastside core which would have 

great economic benefits. 
o Use as a trail and concern regarding impact to property owners. 
o Bike trail 
o Bike trail 
o Connecting bicycle route to downtown Seattle 
o Create trail corridor 
o Ease traffic during rush hour, make a safe road for bicyclists and mopeds to commute from 

Bellevue, Kirkland, Bothell. 
 

 
Combination 
o As a business owner I would like to see more commuter friendly transportation so my employees 

could commute to work from outer areas without having to drive a car. 
o Vital to provide expedited transport of freight by providing dedicated road/rail – this will also 

alleviate commuter/passenger transit on I405. 
o Bicycle, hiking, pedestrian and rail transit. 
o Offering alternatives to reach Kirkland without using my personal car from Seattle and to and from 

Lynnwood. 
o Provide commuter access to our businesses either via light rail or bicycle trail. 
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o Link rail and pedestrian use.  Much of the rail does not have ample room to accommodate stations, 
park n rides, or accommodations for bus/rail transit unless areas are considered express and have 
few stops. 

o I see this corridor behind our building can be a joint use for commute rail/freight and 
jogging/biking trail with rest stops along the way. 

o Retaining the ability to use the railroad right of way for trail/rail access.  Please don’t do anything 
to jeopardize this perfect infrastructure for light rail. 
 

Other 
o Prevent deterioration of corridor, monitor unauthorized use and dumping. 
o Public transportation and low freight costs for reducing dependency on foreign oil. 
o Fix the tracks or remove, they are costly to damage done on vehicles that must cross them daily. 
o Removing the tracks and signage.  
o Improve safety and security of corridor.  Tree and vegetation control, security for surrounding 

properties.  
o Economic development and stability. 

  
5. What is your long term vision?  By the year 2030, I believe the best uses for the corridor 

would be.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Remove the rails over road crossings or fix them 
o Keep it the way it is now. 
o Bike jogging trail or path 

My interests in the corridor over the long term include: 

 Rail 
o Use the corridor to relieve congestion and overcrowded roads.  This is something that will have a 

big economic impact, for the positive, on the area. 
o Light rail bringing people to our community. 
o Commerce – give the big rigs a clear shot through this congested corridor  
o We need to move towards expanding sustainable, oil-reducing transportation systems. 
o Transportation for commuter.  
o Solution less rush hour traffic more commuting alternatives. 
o Light rail then it will greatly improve the environment and help our earth. 
o Provide better commuter options from Seattle across Lake Washington. 
o As a business owner I would like to see more commuter friendly transportation so my employees 

could commute to work from outer areas without having to drive a car. 
o Seeing this corridor help the eastside grow and relieve traffic troubles.   
o Reduce traffic on the 405 corridor. 
o Connect to other areas of the city, reduce road congestion. 

 Trail 
o Bike jogging trail or path 

 
 Combination 

o Bike Trail and High speed transit 
o Bike Trail and High speed transit 
o Viable rail transport humans and freight 
 
Other 



o Impact to property owners of the adjacent properties. 
o Keep it public but do not pour more money into wasteful rail transit.  
o Fix the tracks or remove, they are costly to damage done on vehicles that must cross them daily. 
o Cleaner environment. 
o Economic development and stability. 
o Easy access for my clients to drop of their cars and our business to be able to still easily gain 

community access to work from our shop. 
 

6. I’m interested in attending an informational workshop for Kirkland businesses adjacent to 
the corridor to learn more and provide specific input on my business interests.   

Yes .................... 14 
No ..................... 27 
Undecided .......... 12 

 
o Shawn Magraw, Smagraw@gtsiteriorsupply.com  425-889-5126 - lunch 
o Jim Roes  Jim@Toyotaofkirkland.com 425-814-9696 – early morn or lunch 
o Bill Eades, beades@bhhc.com  425-890-2839 
o Ray Gooch, rayg@mycrescentlighting.com 425-889-4400, lunch time 
o Bob Posey, bobp@abswa.com, 425-576-9747 #108, early evening 
o Mitch Evans, mitch@axismap.com, 425-823-5700 x301, early morning or lunch 
o John Bagge, john@twelvebasketscatering.com 
o Chris Shriver, chris@coolfences.com, 425-260-8973, early evening 
o Rick Boden, rickb@phboden.com, 206-947-1914, early morning or lunch 
o Bev Caswell, bev@fgi.com, 425-242-4070, early morning 
o Mike Reeve, reeve063@gmail.com, 425-803-2576, early morning 
o Robert Shane, bshane@halbar.com, early morning 
o Patti & Gael Gable, gfgable@aol.com, 425-483-8121, lunch time 
o Donna MacKner, dmackner@noblehousehotels.com 425-636-5680, lunch time 

 
7. I have the following general comments about the Eastside Rail Corridor: 

Rail 
o Please consider using the rail line for rail transit – commuters on the Eastside need an alternative to 

405 traffic mess.  We have Burke-Gilman trail and don’t need anymore trails.  We need relief to the 
eastside traffic.  The bus system on the eastside is woefully inadequate. 

o The current rail could connect Renton to Everett which would reduce pressure on I405 and I-5 north.   
o This could economically increase revenue for not only Kirkland but Renton, Bellevue and Woodinville 
o Lived by it for over 45 years and think it is a waste to let it sit or go to a trail. 
o The region needs a back up transport corridor as the single rail near Puget Sound can be blocked by 

slides.   
o Use it for light rail transit.  Connect to east/west line from Seattle. 
o My company employs approx. 60 people from as far south as Kent to Kenmore, Bothell, Woodinville, 

and Everett.  To reduce traffic I would like to see commuter rail.  It would benefit everyone.   
o The amount of traffic currently using the 405 corridor affects everyone; businesses and residents.  We 

are beyond planning for the future – we need light rail now!! 
o I think there should be a stop on light-rail in Kirkland near 85th Street to access the large bus depot 

that has been recently renovated. There should also be a trail along the corridor linking the rail/bus 
system to maximize use and access to public transportation. 

 
Trail 
o I think a paved trail like the Burke Gillman would be a wonderful addition to the area. 
o This is a great opportunity to expand the Kirkland pedestrian/bicycling capabilities, as well as potential 

rail transit to link pedestrians to downtown areas.  
 
Other 
o Impact to adjacent property owners. 
o I think it’s important to consider the negative and positive impact of changing the corridor.  It’s 

important to improve access to our businesses without loss of personal property or disrupt sensitive 
environmental areas along the corridor.   

o Fix the crossings on roads, the cost for vehicle front end repair is exorbitant!  
o Work needs to start now. 
o Make sure we do not lose this important part of our future. 



o No to rail transit.  Cost ineffective.  Uses too much of limited tax revenue.  Plus speeds would be too 
high.  

 
8. What is the name of your business  

 
1 Redmond Rare Coins        
2 Kirkland Choppers  
3 Amazing Heros & Toys & Video Games 
4 Computronics 
5 Turnure Telecom, LLC 
6 GTS Interior Supply 
7 Toyota of Kirkland 
8 Eastside Glass 
9 Diploma Technologies Inc. 
10 Evergreen ID Systems LLC 
11 Lakeview Center Chiropractic 
12 All-Phase Electric Supply 
13 Paladin Partners 
14 Proctor Products Co., Inc. 
15 Pro Spec 
16 Cornhusker Casualty Company 
17 Dinner Delivery Plus 
18 Adams Construction Services, Inc. 
19 No answer 
20   No answer 
21   Crescent Lighting Supply 
22   Computer Classrooms in Seattle Business Continuity Center of Seattle 
23   Kirkland Spine and Posture 
24   DeYoung Mfg, Inc./MWD, Inc 
25   Axis Survey & Mapping 
26   Dunn Lumber Co. 
27   Stirling Dynamics 
28   Paint Sundries Solutions, Inc. 
29   Safety Restraint Coalition 
31   Aikido Northshore, Inc. 
32   Twelve Baskets Catering 
33   Dahn Yoga and Tai Chi 
34   Lancs Industries Holdings, LLC 
35   Carpet Liquidators 
36   Vinyl Fence Specialist 
38   Patricia H. Boden, Inc. Construction 
39  Dynamic Sales and Service 
40  No answer 
41  Starry Nights Catering 
42  FGI.com 
43  No answer 
44  All Wall Equipment 
45  CB Engineering Pacific, Inc. 
46  Halbar-RTS, Inc. 
47  Lighthouse Marketing 
48  Northwest Aerials 
51:  Noble House Hotels and Resorts 
52:  Rite Aid 5192 
53:  CPC Equipment 
54:  OFI 
55:  Northwest Fund Solutions 
56:  Nintendo of America, Inc. 
57:  Jay’s Kirkland Autocare 
58:  Overlake Oil Inc. 
59:  Subrisi Smile Technology 
60:  Passport Unlimited 
 


