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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Community Development Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3225 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: April 22, 2011 
 
To: Transportation Commission 
 
From: Angela Ruggeri, AICP, Senior Planner 
  
Subject: CENTRAL HOUGHTON NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN – TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 

File # ZON09-00016 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review the proposed Transportation Element to the Central Houghton Neighborhood Plan and provide 
direction to staff.   
 
1.  Transportation  
 
The circulation patterns in the Central Houghton Neighborhood are well established and allow through 
traffic to flow north and south on 108th Avenue NE which is designated as a minor arterial.  NE 68th 
Street which forms the northern boundary of the neighborhood is also a minor arterial.  Another 
east/west connector is provided by NE 52nd Street which is designated a collector street connecting 
108th Avenue NE to Lake Washington Blvd.  NE 53rd Street between 108th Avenue NE and Interstate 
405 is also a collector street.  All other streets within the neighborhood are classified as neighborhood 
access streets.  They provide access to adjacent residences and connect to the collectors and minor 
arterial.     
 
Goal CH-9:  Improve mobility along 108th Avenue NE as a major vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle 
corridor through the neighborhood. 
 
108th Avenue NE is designated as a minor arterial and provides the primary north-south route through 
the Central Houghton Neighborhood. It also provides local access for a substantial number of 
residences, schools and also the businesses in the northern portion of the neighborhood.   

 
Policy CH-9.1:  Maintain the minor arterial designation for 108th Avenue NE. 
 
Traffic on 108th Avenue NE can be heavy, particularly during morning and evening 
commute periods.  This congestion restricts local access to and from 108th Avenue NE 
and creates conflicts for pedestrians, including children arriving at and leaving the 
schools, bicyclists, and adjacent residents.  Future traffic levels should be monitored 
and necessary measures undertaken to mitigate impacts. 
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Policy CH-9.2:  Enhance attractiveness and accessibility of 108th Avenue NE for all 
modes of transportation. 
 
A master plan or set of standards for 108th Avenue NE should be established through a 
public process.  The plan should consider installation of streetscape amenities such as 
pedestrian lighting, street furniture, and low level landscaping to enhance the 
pedestrian experience and the continuation, widening and signing of bicycle lanes.  
 
Policy CH-9.3:  Implementation of street improvements should occur through both the 
City’s Capital Improvement Program process and through site specific private 
development. 
 
The means to implement improvements should be determined on a comprehensive 
area-wide basis and to the extent possible, on an incremental basis by encouraging or 
requiring the incorporation of improvements into private developments. 
 
Policy CH-9.4:  Support transportation measures that will reduce commuter or pass 
through traffic through the neighborhood. 
 
The City should support and encourage the following measures: 
 

1. Alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles for commuting purposes, such as public 
transportation, commuter pools, high-occupancy vehicles (HOV), and the 
investigation of other transportation modes such as light rail. 

2. Improvements to the I-405/SR 520 corridors. 

Goal CH-10:  Encourage mobility and the use of nonmotorized transportation by providing 
improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
Nonmotorized transportation is part of the City’s Active Transportation Plan and implemented 
through the Capital Improvement Program or through private development.  The design of 
these improvements should enhance neighborhood access while fitting into the unique areas 
they traverse. 
 
 Policy CH-10.1:  Improve the pedestrian and bicycle circulation system as both a 

recreation amenity and non-motorized transportation option within the Central 
Houghton Neighborhood connecting to surrounding neighborhoods as well as regional 
connections and transit facilities. 

 
 The path/trail system shown in Figures X and Y (the pedestrian and bike system maps 

to be added) indicates the major elements of the pedestrian circulation system in the 
neighborhood.  Pedestrian and bicycle pathways are part of the transportation system 
but also provide recreational opportunities.   
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 Policy CH-10.2:  Support future development of the Eastside Rail Corridor as a 
multipurpose trail for pedestrian and bicycles with access points along the corridor. 

 
 The unused BNSF railroad right-of-way, known as the Eastside Rail Corridor, provides 

an opportunity for a bike, pedestrian and rail transportation system.  Regardless of the 
function of the Corridor, the following principles should be considered so that the design 
will: 

 
• Serve as a gateway to the City. 
• Provide neighborhood pedestrian and bicycle connections, with the highest 

priority access points at NE 52nd, NE 60th and NE 68th Streets. 
• Be compatible with adjacent neighborhoods. 
• Ensure a high degree of safety. 
• Show environmental stewardship. 

 


