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• Construction of acceleration and  deceleration lanes, or turn lanes at 
intersections; 

• Installation of traffic control devices for driveways, paths, trails and roads, 
such as traffic signals, signs, lane marking, etc.; 

• Installation of pedestrian improvements such as flashing crosswalks, etc.; 
• Installation of transit improvements; 
• Installation of neighborhood traffic calming devices. 

 
Table 1 is used for determining when major intersection improvements are required 
under SEPA.  The intention of improvements is to reach the next better Level of 
Service. 
 
Table 1 Mitigations for SEPA impacts at intersections 
Peak Hour Intersection LOS with 
project traffic 
Signalized intersection, use 
intersection average, unsignalized 
intersection, use minor approach 
impacted by project. Install improvements? 
A thru D No. 
E If intersection proportional 

share > 15% 
F If intersection proportional 

share >5% 
 

 
Developments are exempt from constructing any identified SEPA improvements that are 
a part of a city’s planned road project noted as “used to determine Impact Fee rate” in 
Table CF-10 of the Comprehensive Plan, (see Appendix C).  The following intersection 
improvements are exempt from SEPA mitigation: 
 

Table 2.  Road Impact Fee Intersection Projects 
Intersections Improvements 

NE 124th Street/124th Avenue NE Second northbound left-turn lane, 
northbound right-turn lane, southbound 
through-lane 

NE 85th Street/132nd Avenue NE Add WB right-turn lane  
NE 85th Street/128th Avenue NE New traffic signal 
NE 116th Street/124th Avenue NE Add a second southbound through lane on 

the south leg, new signal head for the 
southbound through 

Kirkland Avenue/3rd Street New traffic signal 
6th Street/Kirkland Way  New traffic signal 
 
 
 
However, additional mitigation necessary to meet SEPA LOS that is not part of a city 
planned road project noted as “used to determine Impact Fee rate” must be constructed 
concurrent with the development and the cost for the mitigation will be entirely borne by 
the new development.   
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Step 12. Applicant Submits Traffic Report with the Environmental Checklist: 
 
The applicant submits a report documenting the information gathered in the preceding steps to the 
Public Works Department.  The outline shown in Figure 6 may be used as a reference for the 
organization and presentation of the report.  A site plan showing adjacent non-project driveways 
shall be included with the traffic report.  All calculations such as SEPA LOS and intersection 
proportional share must be submitted for Staff review.   
 
Step 13. Responsible SEPA Official issues SEPA Determination  
 
A copy of the traffic report is also submitted to the Planning Department along with the 
environmental checklist, any other required environmental study and the environmental review 
fee.  Once these documents are submitted, the SEPA review process begins.  The Planning staff 
reviews the checklist and other environmental studies, but not the traffic report. 
  
Public Works staff reviews the traffic report and notifies the applicant of any needed 
modifications.  If no modifications are needed, a memo from the Public Works Department is 
delivered to the Planning and Community Development Department containing the recommended 
mitigation.  A copy is also sent to the applicant.  The Planning and Community Development 
Department incorporates all SEPA conditions into a final SEPA memo and prepares a 
recommended determination. 
 
The Responsible SEPA Official then makes the SEPA determination and has a copy sent to the 
applicant and published in the local newspaper if required.  
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Figure 6 

Sample Outline for a Traffic Impact Analysis 
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Appendix A 
Impact Fee Ordinance and Impact Fee Schedule 
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Appendix B 
Concurrency Ordinance  
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Appendix C 
Excerpts from City of Kirkland Comprehensive Plan  

 


