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PREFACE

When the City of Kirkland’s first Non-motorized Transportation Plan was adopted in 1995, such
plans were relatively rare. That has changed; now, almost every city has a plan for walking and
cycling. This change from a novelty to a necessity is reflected in the title of this Plan. Success in
planning for walking and cycling as transportation is no longer a matter of establishing them as
valid modes of travel, it’s about increasing participation. That is to say, more people walking and
cycling more places, more often. The term Active Transportation replaces Non-motorized in the
title recognizing walking and cycling for what they are rather than for what they are not.
Realizing the vision in this plan’s title will require new facilities, along with programs for
education and enforcement. It will also require special attention to children, seniors and those
with disabilities.

In 2001, when this Plan was last updated, the City of Kirkland’s Geographic Information System
was not as fully developed as it is today and since 2001 several analytical tools have been
developed to help improve safety of active transportation modes. This Plan relies heavily on the
use of GIS for development of the prioritization system for construction of pedestrian projects
described in Section 5. An improved database for crash data makes possible the information on
reported crashes shown in Section 2. The ability to easily conduct on-line surveys and post
documents online has drastically increased the number of people who were able to participate in
and comment on the development of this Plan versus earlier plans.

The Cross-Kirkland Trail, a multi-use trail on the Eastside Rail Corridor, is closer than ever to
becoming a reality because of a potential agreement between the Port of Seattle, King County and
the BNSF railroad. Still, there are many details to be worked out. Realizing construction of the
trail is the first priority of many of Kirkland’s citizens.

In Kirkland there are strong concerns about how the City should develop and the impact of
automobiles on our citizens’ quality of life. More citizens are looking for ways to incorporate
physical activity into their everyday routines. The City Council has joined with other cities in a
pledge to help reduce its carbon footprint. A strong commitment to Active Transportation,
through accomplishing the goals laid out in Section 1, will be fundamental to seeing the City
manage these concerns.

James A. Lauinger
Mayor

Adopted by Kirkland City Council March 3, 2009
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Plan is prepared to comply with the call for a Non-Motorized Plan in the Comprehensive
Plan. The title More People, More Places More Often indicates the plan vision. It is an update of
the 2001 Non-Motorized Transportation Plan and is renamed an Active Transportation Plan to
better reflect the positive nature of walking and cycling. Its purpose is three fold:

e Present a specific list of objectives to be accomplished in order to improve active
transportation (see Section 1; goals)

e Serve as a handbook for Active Transportation (see Sections 2 and 3)

e Provide a way of prioritizing projects for construction (see Sections 5 and 6)

The Plan is focused around eight Goals, each of which has specific objectives and strategies for
meeting the goal:

Goal G1. Develop the Cross Kirkland Trail
Goal G2. Reduce crash rates
Goal G3. Add facilities for pedestrians

Goal G4. Increase the number of children who use active transportation to
travel to and from school

Goal G5. Improve safety for people crossing streets

Goal G6. Remove physical barriers to walking

Goal G7. Improve on-street bicycle facilities

Goal G8. Make bicycling more convenient

Section 2 covers existing conditions. Sidewalks exist on at least one side of all but three miles of
its busiest streets. Looking at all streets, about 25% have no walkway on either side. Currently
funded projects will complete elementary school walk routes so each school has about than 80%
of its walkways complete on at least one side of the street. Goal G3 calls for completion of
walkways on one side of all principal and minor arterials by 2016 while Goal G4 calls for
completion of walkways on one side of all arterial and collector school walk routes by 2019.

Existing bike lanes provide basic coverage for Kirkland’s cyclists, but there are still important
missing links, particularly on 116th Avenue NE in the South Rose Hill/Bridle Trails neighborhood
and on 100th Avenue NE in Juanita.

Three quarters of accidents involving cyclists or pedestrians occur at intersections. The numbers
of accidents have remained fairly steady over the past 10 years. The Plan calls for measuring
crash rates (crashes/distance traveled) and reducing them by 10% between 2010 and 2015.

Section 3 describes existing policies and programs. The Zoning Code and Public Works’ Pre-
approved Plans work together to provide guidance on when and how facilities are constructed.
There are a number of programs to support active transportation already in place. Some
examples include Senior Steppers, the signed Lakeview Walk, and Bike to Work Month.

The online survey which was fielded in 2007, and the results of which are detailed in Section 4,
provided valuable insight into the preferences of Kirkland’s citizens through over 700 responses.
The survey data was used to shape the goals of the Plan as well as influence the programmatic
elements in Section 7.

The survey results also determined the factors that entered into the walkway evaluation in Section
5. This Plan proposes a new system for prioritizing sidewalk construction projects based on
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proximity to destinations, missing sidewalks, existing walkway conditions and fiscal
considerations.

Section 6 proposes a bicycle network and identifies projects needed to improve it. Projects fall
into one of three categories; those that can be completed through striping with little or no
construction, those that need major construction and those that would support construction of a
trail on the Eastside Rail Corridor. The striping projects are to be completed in three years, the
construction projects in 10 years and a section of the Cross-Kirkland trail is to be open by 2015.

Section 77 contains programmatic elements that complement the network elements in Sections 5
and 6 . These include efforts to remove sidewalk obstructions, add bicycle parking and make it
easier for bicycles to activate traffic signals. Section 7 describes an ADA Compliance Plan that will
document steps necessary to make walkways more accessible for all users. This is called for as a
part of Goal G6.

Section 8 is an updated equestrian section that has been developed with direct input from those
in Kirkland’s equestrian community. Section 9 briefly describes water trails.

Extra detail and supporting material is at the end of the Plan in its appendices.
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