
Park Lane Pedestrian Corridor Enhancements Project 
January 2015 Construction Open House Summary  

 
I. Introduction and background 

Open house purpose 
The City of Kirkland held two public open houses on Thursday, January 8, 2015 at the Kirkland Library. The 
purpose of the open houses was to share the latest project information with the public and allow members of 
the community to meet the contractor and project team.  
 
Outreach 
Outreach efforts for the January 8 open house focused on business and property owners along Park Lane as 
well as residents and businesses in the project area. Outreach activities included (see Appendix A): 
• An email invitation to the open  house to project email listserv, including business and property owners 

within the project area 
• A mailer invitation to the open house sent to all addresses within a half-mile radius of the project area  
• An update to the project website, including an invitation to the open house 
• Updates to the City of Kirkland Twitter 
• Updates sent to the Downtown Business Association listserv and posted on the Moss Bay Neighborhood 

Association website 
• A press release announcing the open house  

 
Format 
The open house allowed the public time to ask questions of project team members and the contractor, as well 
as learn more about what to expect during construction. The display boards were organized in a circle around 
the room, and the roll plot was available for viewing at the center of the room. Members of the public could 
drop in at any time to talk one-on-one with the project team. Members of the project team in attendance 
were: Christian Knight, Frank Reinart, Dennis Sandstrom, Sophie Cottle, Kurt Ahrensfeld, and Dave Marshbank.  
 
Project Materials  
Project materials at the open house included display boards and a project folio.  

1. Display Boards (see Appendix B ) 
The open house display boards presented information on the following topics:  

• Meeting overview 
• Project History 

o General history of the project and planning process 
o Funding information 

• Final design elements 
• Stormwater management elements 
• Expected construction activities 
• Construction schedule 
• Project area map 

o Business access 
o Parking 
o Design roll plot 

• How to provide feedback and contact the project team 

  1 
 



 
2. Project newsletter  

The project newsletter was a takeaway item that included general information about the project. It 
included information on the project background and history, project goals and elements, and expected 
construction activities.  

  
II. What we heard 

A total of thirty-eight (38) people attended the open houses: twenty (20) at the morning session and eighteen 
(18) at the evening session. Attendees included local residents and business/property owners, and 
representatives of local community groups and organizations. Some attendees were familiar with the project 
and came to the open houses prepared with questions and comments, while other attendees were not 
familiar with the project and used the open houses as an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the 
project. Most attendees provided positive responses to the project and the information provided at the open 
houses. Although the main purpose of the open houses was to share information about the project, the 
public was able to provide verbal comments and ask questions by speaking to the project team. The following 
key themes emerged in conversations with open house attendees:  

 

• General project information  
• Final design and improvements 
• Tree removal 
• Tree placement 
• Construction schedule  
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Appendix A: Notifications 
 
Kirkland Downtown Association e-newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Moss Bay Neighborhood Association website 
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City of Kirkland Twitter 
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Kirkland Neighborhood E-bulletin  

 

January 2, 2015 
 City of Kirkland  
NEWS RELEASE 
123 – Fifth Avenue 
Kirkland, WA 98033 
www.kirklandwa.gov 
https://twitter.com/kirklandgov  
https://www.facebook.com/kirklandwa.gov  
 
Jan. 8th Open House prepares public for Park Lane construction 
Contact: Christian Knight 
Capital Improvement Program 
City of Kirkland 
(425) 587-3831 
cknight@kirklandwa.gov 
 
KIRKLAND, Wash. – Next week, Marshbank Construction will begin transforming Park Lane into a greener, 
more walkable and vibrant corridor. To prepare residents, property-managers and business-operators for what 
that will mean, the City of Kirkland is hosting a pair of open houses Jan. 8 at the Kirkland Public Library.  
 
The first session begins at 10 a.m. and continues until 11 a.m. The second session begins at 6 p.m. and continues 
to 7:30 p.m. The Library is located at 308 Kirkland Avenue. 
 
At the open house, residents, property-managers and business-operators will have the opportunity to engage with 
project staff, explore the ultimate vision for Park Lane and get a look at how Marshbank will sequence its 
construction phases.  
 
Earlier that same week, Puget Sound Energy will start relocating its gas and power lines, which runs down the 
middle of the street. The work should last one week and will require Puget Sound Energy’s contractors to 
excavate a few trenches in and near Park Lane. 
 
Kirkland’s Park Lane contractor, Marshbank will likely begin construction on the Park Lane project before Puget 
Sound Energy is finished with its gas line and power line relocation. One of the early tasks on Marshbank’s list 
is repainting the Lake Street and Central Way parking lot to allow vehicles to circulate within the parking lot. 
The current configuration forces vehicles to exit onto Park Lane once they’ve looped through the parking lot.   
 
Marshbank will also be preparing to close the street next week and mobilizing construction equipment. 
 
For project information, go to www.kirklandwa.gov/parklaneproject and to receive project updates via email, go 
to www.kirklandwa.gov/ebulletins and select Capital Improvement Projects.  
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Mailer invitation  
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Appendix B: Display Boards 
 
Meeting Overview 

 
Project History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Final design elements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expected construction activities 
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Stormwater management elements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Construction schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project area 

How to provide feedback and contact the project 
team 
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