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CARING FOR YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE TO KEEP KIRKLAND HEALTHY, SAFE AND VIBRANT

People with disabilities may request materials 
in alternate formats. Kirkland’s policy is to fully comply with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the 
basis of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services 

resulting from its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title 
VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with the City. To request 
an alternate format, file a complaint or for questions about Kirkland’s Title VI 
Program, contact the Title VI Coordinator at 425.587.3831 (TTY Relay: 711) or 
titlevicoordinator@kirklandwa.gov.

PROJECTDIGEST

COCHRAN SPRINGS (Lakeview) The project to install a 
15-foot-wide, five-foot-tall concrete box culvert be-
neath Lake Washington Boulevard at Cochran Springs 
Creek is now substantially complete. Kirkland’s con-

tractor, KLB Construction, paved and striped in mid-Oc-

tober the 800-foot section of Lake Washington Boulevard 
between Northeast 38th Place and Northup Way that it used 
as a construction zone while installing the box culvert. The 
contractor has also replanted the native vegetation. 
The box culvert restores fish-rearing habitat and allows the 
creek to flow freely to Lake Washington, which dramatical-
ly reduces the creek’s potential to flood Lake Washington 
Boulevard.

These before-and-after photos illustrate the immediate benefits of the Cochran Springs culvert replacement 
project. Before the creek had to flow through a pair of 24-inch culverts, which tended to deposit significant 
amounts of sediment downstream. The result was frequent flooding downstream of Lake Washington Boule-
vard. With the 12-foot-wide by 5-foot-tall culvert now installed, water flows freely toward Lake Washington. 

BEFORE AFTERAFTER  
(During a September deluge)

Capital projects improve Kirkland
Projects include fire hall renovation, redesign 
of 100th Avenue Northeast and Juanita Drive 
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CHECK THE MAP
See Page 3 for a project map

http://kirklandwa.gov/kirkland2035


STREET PAVING 
(North Rose Hill, Juanita)  
Autumn’s onset of wet weather forced Kirkland’s street 

preservation program to suspend until 2017 the 
street paving it had planned for 93rd and 100th 
avenues northeast. Kirkland’s 2016 overlay contrac-

tor paved North Rose Hill’s Slater Avenue Northeast 
in mid-October and re-installed its utility covers. Watson 
Asphalt will stripe the arterial’s permanent markings when 
the weather is conducive—not too cold or too wet. In the 
meantime, the contractor will maintain the temporary 
striping.

SIXTH STREET TRAFFIC SIGNALS  
(Everest)  
A project aimed at managing Sixth Street’s traffic conges-
tion with a pair of four-way traffic signals begins spring 
2017. Crews will start at Sixth Street’s intersection with 

Kirkland Way. That phase will reconfigure the Kirk-
land Way intersection to better accommodate buses’ 
turning-radii and to reconstruct it with concrete. 

Concrete is more durable than asphalt pavement and thus, 
more capable of withstanding the heavier-than-normal 
traffic loads buses impose on the intersection’s surface. 
Construction on the Kirkland Way intersection should last 
four to six months and will require a two-week closure of 
the intersection. Construction on the traffic signal at Sixth 
Street and Ninth Avenue begins later. 

JUANITA DRIVE FIRST WINS 
(Finn Hill) 
Construction will likely begin spring 2017 on a series of 
improvements that will make walking and bicycling along 
Juanita Drive safer and more efficient. The Juanita Drive 

First Wins project includes three sets of Rapid Flashing 
Beacons at three crosswalks, an uphill bike and pe-
destrian lane and sidewalk widening south of Juan-

ita Drive’s intersection with 98th Avenue Northeast. 
It includes several other safety improvements, as well, such 
as an eastbound to northbound refuge pocket from North-
east 138th Place onto Juanita Drive. These improvements 
are the quickest and most cost-effective ways to improve 
safety—especially for walking and bicycle riding—along 
Juanita Drive. However, the full plan for Juanita Drive will 
ultimately include more than 30 projects. 

HOLMES POINT DRIVE STORMWATER 
(Finn Hill) 

The first of a two-phase fix for a Holmes Point Drive 
drainage problem should be in place in spring 2017. 

Kirkland’s engineering consultants are currently permit-
ting through local and state agencies a stormwater system 
for the area near 11645 Holmes Point Drive. The system 
will feature a bigger stormwater pipe and a new route for 
the pipes. The existing pipe is too small to convey all the 
water that currently drains toward it. As a result, water 
overwhelms the system.

FIRE STATION 25 
(Finn Hill) 
Design begins in November on the renovation of Finn 
Hill’s Fire Station 25, located on 84th Avenue Northeast. 

The design process—and ensuing construction—will 
bring the 1970s-era fire station into compliance with 
a variety of building codes and fire station codes. 

The result of this is three-fold. First, the fire station 
will be able to withstand a catastrophic event, such as a 
major earthquake, and thus be able to serve the commu-
nity during a catastrophe. Its more efficient design will 
enable firefighters to respond to emergencies faster and 
prevent toxic contaminants from entering the firefighters’ 
living areas. Construction will likely begin fall 2017 and 
end in the summer of 2018.

100th AVENUE NORTHEAST 
(Juanita) 
The engineers and outreach specialists re-designing 100th 
Avenue Northeast are currently evaluating a set of funda-

mental design options to transform the street into a 
safe, multi-modal corridor that will accommodate 
walking, cycling and driving. The on-going “alter-

natives analysis” will answer basic questions about 
the future corridor—how wide it should be and how wide 
its sidewalks, bike lanes and travel lanes should be. Those 
answers will derive from a set of scoring criteria, as well 
as feedback from stakeholders, residents, and the 100th 
Avenue advisory group, which the design team garnered 
through public open houses, advisory group meetings, 
web forums and surveys. After the public reviews the 
alternatives analysis results, the team will begin designing 
the corridor’s specific elements, such as its sidewalks, bike 
lanes, intersection configurations and its construction 
strategy. The design process will continue into 2017.

52ND STREET SIDEWALK & BIKE LANE 
(Lakeview) 
Construction will likely begin spring 2017 on the North-

east 52nd Street bicycle and pedestrian connection to 
the Cross Kirkland Corridor. The project features 
a continuous sidewalk on the road’s north side, as 
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well as a 
12-foot, 
westbound 
lane for both 
cycling and 
driving. On the 
road’s south side, the 
project will add an uphill 
bike lane for people who are riding their bikes 
east. Project engineers expect construction to 
continue throughout 2017.

WATER & SEWER UPGRADES ON 
THIRD AVENUE SOUTH & SECOND 
STREET SOUTH 
(Moss Bay) 
By spring 2017, the City of Kirkland will begin 
replacing the existing six-inch concrete sewer 
line that runs along Second Street South and Third 
Avenue South with 780 linear feet of eight-inch PVC 

sewer pipe. The City will also replace the aging 
six-inch water main that runs along Second 
Street South with a 12-inch water main. Project 

Engineer Aparna Khanal expects to complete the 
design by fall 2016 to complete onstruction by sum-
mer 2017.

NORKIRK SIDEWALK 
(Norkirk) 
A project to replace 1,300 linear feet of damaged side-
walk in the Norkirk neighborhood will likely begin 

this winter and be complete by spring 2017. 
The 2016 Annual Sidewalk Maintenance 
Program project will replace damaged 
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sidewalk panels along Sixth Avenue, from Fifth Street to 
Sixth Street and along the west side of Sixth Street, from 
Sixth Avenue to Seventh Avenue. 
To achieve this, the City will have to replace the trees in 
the adjacent median. The project will also repair isolat-
ed sections of sidewalk and improve sidewalk access at 
Marina Park and in the Highlands, Juanita and Everest 
neighborhoods.

NORKIRK WATER MAIN UPGRADES 
(Norkirk) 
The City of Kirkland is planning in April 2017 to upgrade 
the water main along sections of Third Street, Fourth 
Street, and Kirkland Way. The work along Third Street will 

be most extensive, extending from Central Way to 
10th Avenue. On Fourth Street, crews will replace 
the water main in a two-block section, starting at 

18th Avenue and heading north. And on Kirkland Ave-
nue, crews will replace the water main one block west of 
Sixth Street.

SEWER UPGRADE ALONG FIRST STREET 
(Norkirk) 
The sewer main beneath Norkirk’s First Street will receive 
an upgrade in spring 2017. The City of Kirkland will 

upgrade 4,200 feet of the existing sewer main from 
Central Way in downtown Kirkland to 16th Avenue, 
near Crestwoods Park and the Kirkland Middle 

School. The project will replace 18 manholes and 
side-sewers.

NORTH ROSE HILL SIDEWALK 
(North Rose Hill) 
A project to add nearly 2,000 linear feet of sidewalk in 
North Rose Hill will likely begin this winter and be com-

plete by summer. The School Walk Route Enhance-
ments project will provide a continuous sidewalk 
along 126th Avenue Northeast, from Northeast 85th 

Street to Northeast 95th Street and along Northeast 90th 
Street, from 124th Avenue Northeast to 126th Avenue 
Northeast.

NORTHEAST 80TH STREET 
(South Rose Hill) 
The recent water main upgrade beneath Northeast 80th 

Street adds redundancy and flexibility to a water 
delivery system that supplies drinking water and 
fire flow to the Highlands, South Rose Hill and 

North Rose Hill neighborhoods. As part of the same 
project, Kirkland also upgraded the sewer main beneath 

Northeast 80th Street. Kirkland’s contractor patched the 
South Rose Hill street earlier in October. The City of Kirk-
land plans in 2017 to repave the street from 132nd Avenue 
Northeast to 122nd Avenue Northeast and in 2018, to 
repave the remaining portion.

TOTEM LAKE PEDESTRIAN   BRIDGE 
(Totem Lake) 
The design process begins this fall on a bicycle and pedes-
trian bridge that will allow people to travel over Northeast 
124th Street and Totem Lake Boulevard—two of Kirk-

land’s busiest arterials—while traveling along the 
Cross Kirkland Corridor. 
The bridge will connect the Cross Kirkland Corri-

dor at Northeast 124th Street to Totem Lake Park. Se-
nior Project Engineer Aaron McDonald expects to finish 
the design process by next March 2018.

LAKEFRONT BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PROJECT
(Lakeview, Moss Bay, Market, Juanita) 
The project aimed at improving safety for walking and 
bicycling along Kirkland’s north-to-south corridor of Lake 

Washington Boulevard, Lake Street, Market Street 
and 98th Avenue Northeast will likely begin by 
summer 2017. 

The project includes rapid flashing beacons at 
Market Street and Waverly Way and at Market Street and 
Central Way. It will also improve sidewalk access at 32 
intersections, and add buffers to bike lanes along Lake 
Washington Boulevard, Lake Street, Market Street and 
98th Avenue Northeast.

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, 
PHASE II (Totem Lake, Juanita) Construction crews are 
preparing to upgrade 25 traffic signals throughout Totem 

Lake and along 100th Avenue Northeast to Intelli-
gent Transportation Systems technology. 
Totem Electric will begin the process later this fall 

and will complete it by spring 2017. 
When complete, these 25 traffic signals will function as an 
inter-connected system, which Kirkland’s transportation 
engineers can adjust remotely in real-time from the City 
Hall-based Traffic Management Center. 
And since the system uses cameras to detect traffic, the 
new system will allow commuters to monitor current 
traffic conditions in real-time, as well. The City of Kirk-
land upgraded in 2015 traffic signals at intersections along 
Lake Washington Boulevard, Lake Street, Market Street, 
98th Avenue Northeast, and Northeast 85th Street.
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