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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION  

NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY MASTER PLAN, CASE NO. ZON16-02063 
 
 

PROPOSAL:  Erik Drivdahl of Gelotte Hommas Architects, the applicant, is requesting a Process IIB Zoning Permit for 
approval of a 20 year Master Plan for the Northwest University Campus. Elements of the Master Plan include 
buildings, additions and campus improvements, totaling 364,910 gross square feet of net new construction. The 
improvements proposed are a new 6-Court Indoor Tennis Center, including new parking garages below; a new 
Gymnasium Pavilion replacing the existing Pavilion, including new parking garage below; a new Welcome Center 
replacing the existing Pecota Center building, including new parking garage below; a new 300 bed Residence Hall; 
Athletic Field Improvements including new AstroTurf and lighting with New Field House and bleachers at the athletic 
fields; additions to the Chapel; a new Fitness Center, including new parking garage below; and the Ness Academic 
Center to replace 3 existing buildings.  The master plan will also propose use of the athletic fields by outside 
organizations; a reduced setback and planting buffer requirements along shared property lines with the Puget Sound 
Adventist Academy; alteration of campus access onto NE 53rd by realigning 111th Way NE to the East to 
accommodate the proposed Tennis Center; modifications to height limits above Average Building Elevation (ABE); 
revision to proposed traffic patterns and traffic plan; increase of onsite parking stalls and clarification of the FTE cap 
of 1,200 students.  Additional details and plans for the project and plans can be found here: 
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/planning/Development_Info/projects/Northwest_University_Master_Plan_Zoning_P
ermit.htm.  The application was received by the City on August 25, 2016 and was deemed complete on October 5, 
2016. 
 

LOCATION:  5520 108th Avenue NE 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD:  Central Houghton 
 

REVIEW PROCESS:  The decision on this application will be made by the City Council, based on a recommendation 
from the City’s Hearing Examiner and Houghton Community Council.  The City Council’s decision on the application is 
also subject to disapproval by the Houghton Community Council. The process involves an opportunity for public 
comment in writing or at a public hearing to be held by the Hearing Examiner and Houghton Community Council.  
Prior to the hearing, the Planning and Building Department will prepare a staff report making a recommendation on 
the application.  Following the hearing, the Hearing Examiner and Houghton Community Council will each make a 
recommendation to approve, modify or deny the application.  The City Council will make a decision on the application 
based on the recommendation of the Hearing Examiner and Houghton Community Council and the record of 
comments and information provided to the Hearing Examiner and Houghton Community Council.  The decision will be 
based on whether the application complies with Kirkland’s Zoning and other applicable codes.  A hearing date has not 
yet been set.  Notice of the hearing will be given at least 14 days before the hearing  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Written comments received prior to 5 p.m. on November 4, 2016 will be considered by the 
Planning and Building Department in preparing its recommendation and staff report to the Hearing Examiner.  Written 
comments may be submitted to the Hearing Examiner at any time before the close of the public hearing.  Oral 
comments may be provided at the hearing.  Those who provide written or oral comments before the close of the 
public hearing, will receive a copy of the Hearing Examiner’s decision and the Houghton Community Council’s 
decision.  Others may obtain copies from the Planning and Building Department.  Send written comments to 
project planner Tony Leavitt 123 5th Avenue, Kirkland, WA 98033 or to email address 
tleavitt@kirklandwa.gov.  Please indicate your name, mailing address and e-mail address and refer to 
permit number ZON16-02063.  
 
APPEALS:  The City Council’s decision is the final decision of the City. Judicial review may be requested pursuant to 
state law.  The Houghton Community Council may exercise its authority to disapprove of this application. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  For more information about this application, please contact project planner, Tony 
Leavitt, City of Kirkland Planning and Building Department at 425.587.3253 or tleavitt@kirklandwa.gov.  (Additional 
information is available at www.mybuildingpermit.com).  Application materials are contained in the official file 
available in the Planning and Building Department, 123 5th Avenue, Kirkland, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Mon.–Fri. 
Existing environmental documents that evaluate the proposal include:  Traffic Study and Arborist Report. 
 
Publishing Date:  October 13, 2016 
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