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CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Community Development Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  

  98033 425.587.3225 www.kirklandwa.gov 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: March 17, 2015 
 
To: Planning Commission 
 
From: Joan Lieberman-Brill, AICP Senior Planner 

Paul Stewart, AICP, Deputy Planning Director 
Eric Shields, AICP, Planning Director 

 
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update, File No. CAM13-00465 #5 
 
 

This memo addresses the following Comprehensive Plan update topics: 
 

 Utilities and Public Services Elements (follow-up for policies on Collaboration 
Climate Change Commitments) #3 
 

 

 

I. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review new and or revised text and policies incorporating adopted King County – Cities 
Climate Collaboration Climate Change Commitments in the Utilities and Public Services 
Elements in preparation for public hearing in summer 2015. 
   
II. BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 

The Planning Commission (PC) reviewed the second draft of the Utilities and Public 
Services Elements on October 9, and provided direction to make minor edits and proceed 
to public hearing scheduled for June 25, 2015.  Since then, the following actions by the City 
Council and Planning Commission necessitate further revisions to the Utilities and Public 
Services Elements:  
 

 October 21st, 2014 - the City Council adopted the King County – Cities Climate 
Collaboration Climate Change Commitments that focus on joint actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions (Resolution 5077).  These commitments are the product of 
a King County and nine cities partnership (K4C) to identify principles for collaboration 
and joint county-city climate commitments.  Resolution 5077 is Attachment 1 to this 
memorandum.   
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 January 8th, 2015 - the Planning Commission reviewed the Environment Element, which 
incorporated climate change commitment policies, and directed staff to proceed to public 
hearing.   

 

 March 3rd, 2015 - the City Council ratified the 2014 King County Countywide Planning 
Policies (CPPs) concerning the reduction and monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions 
(Resolution 5113).  This CPP adopts the same countywide greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets as that committed to by the King County – Cities Climate Collaboration 
(K4C) and is mirrored in the proposed Policy E-5.1 in the Environment Element.  Resolution 
5113 is Attachment 6 to this memorandum. 

 
The proposed edits to the Utilities and Public Services Elements (see Attachments 2-5) address 
Energy Supply and Consumption and Materials Management climate commitments, 
respectively.  These revisions are necessary to bring both elements in line with adopted 
climate commitments (Attachment 1), countywide carbon emission reduction target policies 
(Attachment 6), and with the new draft Environment Element.   
 
Because these proposed amendments were not reviewed during previous study sessions with 
the Planning Commission, staff requests that the PC consider these proposed changes and 
provide direction on any further changes prior to proceeding to public hearing on June 25, 
2015.  
 
The HCC will review the proposed revisions to the Utilities and Public Services Elements at its 
March 23rd meeting.   
 

1. Utilities Element  

 
Changes to the Energy section of the Utilities Element and the Solid Waste section of the 
Public Services Element are discussed below by element.   
 
The Utilities Element addresses water, sewer, surface water, natural gas, electricity, 
telecommunications and hazardous liquid pipelines.   

 
Attachment 2 contains the Energy section of the Utilities Element.  Track changes highlighted 
in green address Energy Supply climate commitments found on page six of Attachment 
6 (Resolution 5077).   

 

Attachment 3 contains a clean copy of the Energy section of the Utilities Element with all the 
changes incorporated. 
 
Comments received from Puget Sound Energy are Attachment 7 to this memorandum.  The 
suggested minor edits have been incorporated into the draft update.  
 
Summary of the climate commitment amendments to the Energy section of the 
Utilities Element: 
 

 Revise Utilities Policy U- 7.1 narrative.  Adds text to describe renewable energy sources. 
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 Revise Utilities Policy U-7.2 and narrative.  Incorporates Joint County-City Climate 
Commitment IV: Energy Supply Pathway policy “to increase countywide renewable 
electricity use 20% beyond 2012 levels by 2030; phase out coal-fired electricity sources 
by 2015; limit construction of new natural gas based electricity power plants; support 
development of increasing amounts of renewable energy.”   

 

 Delete Utilities Policy U-7.3.  Eliminates policy to avoid redundancy since Green Building 
and Energy Efficiency commitments are addressed in the proposed Environment Element 
Built Environment Policy E-4.6.   

 

 Revise Utilities Policy 7.4 and narrative.  Builds on Environment Element Climate Change 
policy E-5.4 and incorporates Joint County-City Climate Commitment IV Energy Supply 
Catalytic Policy Commitment to “partner with local utilities on a countywide commitment 
to renewable energy sources, including meeting energy demand through efficiency 
improvements and phasing out fossil fuels.”  

 

2. Public Services Element  

 
The Public Services Element addresses fire and emergency medical services, emergency 
management, police protection, solid waste collection and transfer, schools and libraries.   
 
Attachment 4 contains the Solid Waste section of the Public Services Element.  Track changes 
highlighted in green address Consumption and Materials Management climate 
commitments found on page 7 of Attachment 1 (Resolution 5077).   

 

Attachment 5 contains a clean copy of the Solid Waste section in the Public Services 
Element with all the changes incorporated. 
 
Summary of the climate commitment amendments to the Solid Waste section of 
the Public Services Element: 
 

 Revise Public Services Policy PS-2.1 narrative.  Incorporates Joint County-City Climate 
Commitment IV Consumption and Materials Management Catalytic Policy Commitment to 
“by 2020, achieve a 70% recycling rate countywide; by 2030, achieve zero waste of 
resources that have economic value for reuse, resale and recycling.”  It also refers to the 
K4C 2014 Joint County-City Climate Commitments to provide context for the goals.     

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
Staff would like the Planning Commission to discuss and provide direction on the following 
issues: 

 
1.  Does the PC have additional edits to either Elements’ climate commitments? 
2.  Does the PC wish to hold another study session to discuss further edits or should it be 

considered a final draft for consideration at the public hearing (pending further City 
Council direction)? 
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3. Upcoming Meetings 

 

On May 5th, 2015, staff will brief the City Council on the revisions to these two completed 
draft elements and seek direction on further changes prior to the public hearing.   
 
On June 25, 2015, a joint hearing will be held with the Houghton Community Council on 
the draft element chapters (except the Capital Facilities Plan which will be later in the summer) 
and the Bridle Trails Neighborhood Plan update. The Transportation Commission will also attend 
the hearing for the Transportation Element. Following the joint hearing, the Planning Commission 
will continue with hearings that evening on Citizen Amendment Requests and neighborhood 
plan updates not within the Houghton Community Council’s jurisdiction.   
 
An open house on the element chapters and the Neighborhood Plans will be held before the 
joint hearing at City Hall.  

 

Attachments: 
 

1. City Council Resolution 5077 - joint actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

2. Utilities Element: Energy section - strike outs/underlines 

3. Utilities Element: Energy section – clean copy 

4. Public Services Element: Solid Waste section - strike outs/underlines 

5. Public Services Element: Solid Waste section - clean copy  

6. City Council Resolution 5113 - ratifying the 2014 King County Countywide Planning 

Policies (CPPs) concerning the reduction and monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions 

7. Comments from Puget Sound Energy on Utility Element 
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PART OF UTILITIES ELEMENT: STRIKE/UNDERLINES  ATTACHMENT 2 

XI.  UTILITIES 
 

Green highlighted text added to bring Utility Element into consistency with the Climate Change 
Commitments, CPPs concerning greenhouse gas emissions, and the proposed Environment 
Element. 

Energy 

Goal U-7: Promote energy infrastructure that is energy efficient, addresses climate change, and protects 

the community character. 

Policy U-7.1: Encourage the public to conserve energy through public education. 

Utilizing renewable energy sources, conserving energy, and employing new energy technologies and efficiency’s further 

Kirkland’s sustainability goals.  Renewables include solar, wind and other sustainable energy sources.  The City should 

initiate public outreach to engage the community in this effort. 

Policy U-7.2: Participate in regional efforts to: increase the use of renewable energy sources electricity 

use 20% beyond 2012 levels Countywide by 2030, phase out coal fire electricity sources by 2025, limit 

construction of new natural gas based electricity power plants, and support development of increasing 

amounts of renewable energy sources. 

Kirkland must advocate for the transition from carbon based energy to renewables in coordination with the King County 

Climate Change Collaborative (K4C) at the state level.  The K4C is a partnership between the county and cities to 

coordinate and enhance local government climate and sustainability efforts.  As a founding member of the K4C, Kirkland 

leads in its commitment toadvance legislation support plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Renewables include 

solar, wind and other sustainable energy sources. 

The City adopted Principles of Collaboration and Joint County-City Climate Commitments in 2014.  Energy supply 

commitments are strategies and actions to meet these King County wide targets.  These are further described in the 

Environment Element.  Kirkland should build on existing state renewable energy commitments including the Washington 

State Renewable Portfolio Standard to partner with utilities, including Puget Sound Energy, and other stakeholders on 

a countywide commitment to renewable energy resources, including meeting energy demand through energy efficiency 

improvements and phasing out fossil fuel.   

Policy U-7.3: Encourage and collaborate in regional efforts to strengthen codes in order to reduce 

energy consumption and greenhouse gas production.  

Kirkland’s collaboration with regional efforts to reduce barriers and establish standards, such as participation in the 

update of the Washington State Energy Code Residential Provisions, for the effective use and conservation of energy 

over the useful life of buildings, supports our efforts for a sustainable community.  

Policy U-7.43: Work with and encourage Puget Sound Energy to plan, site, build and maintain an 

electrical system provide clean and renewable energy that meets the needs of existing and future 
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PART OF UTILITIES ELEMENT: STRIKE/UNDERLINES  ATTACHMENT 2 

XI.  UTILITIES 
 

development, and provides sustainable, highly reliable and energy efficient service for Kirkland 

customers. 

Kirkland requires highly reliable service for public health and safety and to meet the needs of our residents and 

businesses., while reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  In recognition of the challenges that climate change pose to 

our community, Kirkland has adopted greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.  As discussed in the Environment 

Element, besides transportation, the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions are residential and commercial 

buildings.  Puget Sound Energy provides all of Kirkland’s energy needs and about half are derived from fossil fuels.  

Since fossil fuels produce carbon emissions while converting to electricity, it is important for PSE to transition to 

renewable energy sources and co-generation and phase out fossil fuels to achieve the City’s greenhouse gas emission 

reduction targets.   

As PSE increases its renewable energy portfolio and use of co-generation, energy is conserved, efficiency is increased, 

and the carbon footprint is reduced.  Cogeneration uses an otherwise unused byproduct of fossil fuel electricity 

generation to become a useful commodity by capturing heat that is generated while producing electricity to supply hot 

water, steam, space heating and cooling.   

Policy U-7.54: Promote the use of small to large scale renewable energy production facilities.  

The City should promote solar energy to generate electricity and heating for residential and commercial development.  

Wind turbines and other types of emerging technologies, such as digesters that divert and break down organic waste 

to produce energy should also be encouraged.  The City must balance the goal of increasing renewable energy with 

aesthetic concerns and tree preservation objectives.   

Policy U-7.65: Require new and, where feasible, existing electrical distribution lines in the right of way 

to be underground. 

Electrical distribution lines, often located in the public rights-of way, carry electricity to homes and businesses 

throughout Kirkland. Electrical service is provided to private property by service lines connecting to these power lines. 

Electric distribution lines are located both above and below ground throughout Kirkland.  In more recent development 

areas systems are typically underground.  

Undergrounding of electrical distribution lines can reduce the potential for power outages associated with wind damage, 

eliminate or reduce the need for pruning vegetation, and enhance views.  

Kirkland should acknowledge the disproportionate costs of undergrounding existing lines for smaller developments by 

allowing owners to defer until undergrounding occurs as part of a larger project where economies of scale can be 

realized.  
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PART OF UTILITIES ELEMENT: STRIKE/UNDERLINES  ATTACHMENT 2 

XI.  UTILITIES 
 

Policy U-7.76: Screen above ground equipment cabinets and other structures associated with electrical 

distribution without hindering access as required by the provider.   

Landscaping or other techniques to screen these structures will generally soften their appearance so that they fit in 

with the surroundings. 

Policy U-7.87: Require siting analysis in the development review process for new and expanded 

electrical transmission and substation facilities to address land use and sensitive areas and provide 

mitigation to minimize visual and environmental impacts. 

Electrical transmission lines are located within corridors in public rights of way or within utility easements on private 

property. Existing transmission lines in Kirkland are above ground.  Electric substations are located on private property 

owned by the utility.  The additional cost to underground PSE’s electrical transmission lines is regulated by the WUTC 

and borne by the entity requesting the undergrounding.  New or expanded aerial transmission lines should be sited 

and designed to avoid critical areas and minimize visual impacts, especially where views of Lake Washington, the 

Olympic Mountains and view corridors are affected.   
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PART OF UTILITIES ELEMENT: CLEAN COPY   ATTACHMENT 3 

XI.  UTILITIES 
 

 

Energy 

Goal U-7: Promote energy infrastructure that is energy efficient, addresses climate change, and protects 

the community character. 

Policy U-7.1: Encourage the public to conserve energy through public education. 

Utilizing renewable energy sources, conserving energy, and employing new energy technologies and efficiency’s further 

Kirkland’s sustainability goals.  Renewables include solar, wind and other sustainable energy sources.  The City should 

initiate public outreach to engage the community in this effort. 

Policy U-7.2: Participate in regional efforts to increase renewable electricity use 20% beyond 2012 levels 

Countywide by 2030, phase out coal fire electricity sources by 2025, limit construction of new natural 

gas based electricity power plants, and support development of increasing amounts of renewable energy 

sources. 

Kirkland must advocate for the transition from carbon based energy to renewables in coordination with the King County 

Climate Change Collaborative (K4C) at the state level.  The K4C is a partnership between the county and cities to 

coordinate and enhance local government climate and sustainability efforts.  As a founding member of the K4C, Kirkland 

leads in its commitment to support plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Renewables include solar, wind and 

other sustainable energy sources. 

The City adopted Principles of Collaboration and Joint County-City Climate Commitments in 2014.  Energy supply 

commitments are strategies and actions to meet these King County wide targets.  These are further described in the 

Environment Element.  Kirkland should build on existing state renewable energy commitments including the Washington 

State Renewable Portfolio Standard to partner with utilities, including Puget Sound Energy, and other stakeholders on 

a countywide commitment to renewable energy resources, including meeting energy demand through energy efficiency 

improvements and phasing out fossil fuel.   

Policy U-7.3: Work with and encourage Puget Sound Energy to provide clean and renewable energy 

that meet the needs of existing and future development, and provides sustainable, highly reliable and 

energy efficient service for Kirkland customers. 

Kirkland requires highly reliable service for public health and safety and to meet the needs of our residents and 

businesses, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  In recognition of the challenges that climate change pose to 

our community, Kirkland has adopted greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.  As discussed in the Environment 

Element, besides transportation, the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions are residential and commercial 

buildings.  Puget Sound Energy provides all of Kirkland’s energy needs and about half are derived from fossil fuels.  

Since fossil fuels produce carbon emissions while converting to electricity, it is important for PSE to transition to 

renewable energy sources and co-generation and phase out fossil fuels to achieve the City’s greenhouse gas emission 

reduction targets.   

As PSE increases its renewable energy portfolio and use of co-generation, energy is conserved, efficiency is increased, 

and the carbon footprint is reduced.  Cogeneration uses an otherwise unused byproduct of fossil fuel electricity 

generation to become a useful commodity by capturing heat that is generated while producing electricity to supply hot 

water, steam, space heating and cooling.   
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Policy U-7.4: Promote the use of small to large scale renewable energy production facilities.  

The City should promote solar energy to generate electricity and heating for residential and commercial development.  

Wind turbines and other types of emerging technologies, such as digesters that divert and break down organic waste 

to produce energy should also be encouraged.  The City must balance the goal of increasing renewable energy with 

aesthetic concerns and tree preservation objectives.   

Policy U-7.5: Require new and, where feasible, existing electrical distribution lines in the right of way 

to be underground. 

Electrical distribution lines, often located in the public rights-of way, carry electricity to homes and businesses 

throughout Kirkland. Electrical service is provided to private property by service lines connecting to these power lines. 

Electric distribution lines are located both above and below ground throughout Kirkland.  In more recent development 

areas systems are typically underground.  

Undergrounding of electrical distribution lines can reduce the potential for power outages associated with wind damage, 

eliminate or reduce the need for pruning vegetation, and enhance views.  

Kirkland should acknowledge the disproportionate costs of undergrounding existing lines for smaller developments by 

allowing owners to defer until undergrounding occurs as part of a larger project where economies of scale can be 

realized.  

Policy U-7.6: Screen above ground equipment cabinets and other structures associated with electrical 

distribution without hindering access as required by the provider.   

Landscaping or other techniques to screen these structures will generally soften their appearance so that they fit in 

with the surroundings. 

Policy U-7.7: Require siting analysis in the development review process for new and expanded electrical 

transmission and substation facilities to address land use and sensitive areas and provide mitigation to 

minimize visual and environmental impacts. 

Electrical transmission lines are located within corridors in public rights of way or within utility easements on private 

property. Existing transmission lines in Kirkland are above ground.  Electric substations are located on private property 

owned by the utility.  The additional cost to underground PSE’s electrical transmission lines is regulated by the WUTC 

and borne by the entity requesting the undergrounding.  New or expanded aerial transmission lines should be sited 

and designed to avoid critical areas and minimize visual impacts, especially where views of Lake Washington, the 

Olympic Mountains and view corridors are affected.   

 

18



PART OF PUBLIC SERVICES ELEMENT: SRIKEOUTS/UNDERLINES ATTACHMENT 4 

XII.A.  PUBLIC SERVICES 
 

 

Green highlighted text added to bring Public Services Element into consistency with the Climate 

Change Commitments, CPPs concerning greenhouse gas emissions, and the proposed 

Environment Element. 

SOLID WASTE 

Note: the King County Solid Waste Division Solid Waste Management Comprehensive Plan 

(2013) is undergoing an update, therefore these policies are subject to change since they need 

to reflect the updated plan if possible.  The revised Solid Waste Management Comp Plan is 

scheduled for update starting in October with adoption during summer 2015. 

 

Goal PS-2: Provide efficient and convenient 

solid waste and recycling services to the 

community through coordination with service 

providers and the local solid waste 

management agency. 

Policy PS-2.1: Coordinate with the City’s solid waste and recycling collection contractors and King 

County Solid Waste Division to ensure that the existing level of service standards are maintained or 

improved and waste reduction and recycling goals and targets are in compliance with the 2010 Draft 

2013 King County Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) update. 

The SWMP establishes countywide waste reduction and recycling goals for single family residential, 

multifamily residential and commercial sectors to be achieved by 2015 to 2020 over the course of the next 

decade. Cities adopting the Comprehensive Plan commit to implementing and/or maintaining waste 

reduction and recycling programs and collection standards to support the overall goals and targets identified 

in the SWMP.  

The SWMP waste reduction and recycling goals are aligned with adopted King County-Cities Climate 

Collaboration (K4C) 2014 Joint County-City Climate Commitments.  The K4C is a partnership between 

County and cities to coordinate and enhance local government climate and sustainability efforts.   

The SWMP level of service goals for solid waste collection and recycling are summarized below. 

Waste Prevention Goal – This goal addresses all types of waste: yard waste, recycling and garbage. By 

looking at overall waste generation of all kinds (tons of material disposed plus tons recycled), trends in 

waste prevention activity can be identified. A decline means that the overall amount of materials alone or 

combined has been reduced. Waste generation rates to be achieved by 2020 are: 20.4 pounds/week per 

person from single-family and multifamily homes; and 58 pounds/week per employee from the non-

residential sector.  
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Waste Disposal Goal – This goal addresses only garbage disposed in landfills. Reductions in disposal over 

time indicate an increase in waste prevention and/or recycling. Waste disposal rates to be achieved by 2020 

are 14.2 pounds/week per person from single and multifamily homes and 22.9 pounds/week per employee 

from the nonresidential sector.  

Recycling Goal – Recycling will continue to be an important strategy to reduce the disposal of solid waste. 

The recycling goal combines single-family, multifamily, non-residential and self-haul recycling activity. 

The overall recycling rate goal by 2015 is 55 percent. The overall recycling goal by 2020 is 70 percent. The 

K4C 2014 Climate Commitments target the achievement of zero waste of resources that have value for 

reuse, resale and recycling by 2030.   

Reducing waste and achieving a high recycling diversion rate reduces the amount of garbage going to the 

Cedar Hills Landfill, which in turn extends the time before the landfill reaches capacity and other solutions 

must be found for disposing of King County’s solid waste. Waste reduction and recycling programs 

throughout King County have extended the life of the Cedar Hills Landfill through at least 2026.In addition, 

recycling reduces the need to produce more raw materials for certain plastics, paper and aluminum.  

Policy PS-2.2: Encourage reduction, reuse and recycling of building construction materials in order to 

reduce waste, increase diversion, and save energy.  

Encouraging the construction industry to salvage, reuse and/or recycle construction, demolition, and land 

clearing debris supports the City’s role as an environmental steward. Various City incentives to meet this 

objective are geared toward the development community by encouraging the practice of salvaging and 

reusing building materials, separating recyclable from non-recyclable materials on the jobsite and 

construction techniques that use fewer materials than conventional methods. The City’s Green Building 

Program uses several certification programs that ensure that the building construction material waste stream 

is reduced.  

City projects and private development should provide a plan with their permit applications that describe 

how the building materials will be salvaged, reused or recycled. The City’s participation in regional 

collaborations to help create the local infrastructure for salvaging, reuse and recycling of these valuable 

resources will be essential to making this transition a success.  Over time these techniques or programs may 

become mandatory.  

Policy PS-3.1 2.3: Coordinate with King County Solid Waste Division to ensure that the Houghton 

Transfer Station is closed by 2021 and in the interim that established levels of service for solid waste 

disposal and transfer are established and followed along with mitigation of the Houghton Transfer 

Station’s and impacts are mitigated. 

The City should work with King County to ensure the station is closed in or before 2021 and that the County 

implementation and/or maint ainenance of mitigation measures to improve pedestrian and hauler safety and 

to reduce impacts of noise, odor and number of large trucks coming to the site until the transfer station is 

eventually closed. Per the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding, the 2013 2010 Draft King County 

Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan update, and the 2014 Solid Waste Transfer and Waste 

Export System Plan Review, the Houghton Transfer Station will be closed in or before 2017 2021 if demand 

management strategies can be successfully implemented or if a new Northeast Transfer Station is 

constructed. 
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PART OF PUBLIC SERVICES ELEMENT: CLEAN COPY ATTACHMENT 5 

XII.A.  PUBLIC SERVICES 
 

 

SOLID WASTE 

Note: the King County Solid Waste Division Solid Waste Management Comprehensive Plan 

(2013) is undergoing an update, therefore these policies are subject to change since they need 

to reflect the updated plan if possible.  The revised Solid Waste Management Comp Plan is 

scheduled for update starting in October with adoption during summer 2015. 

 

Goal PS-2: Provide efficient and convenient 

solid waste and recycling services to the 

community through coordination with service 

providers and the local solid waste 

management agency. 

Policy PS-2.1: Coordinate with the City’s solid waste and recycling collection contractors and King 

County Solid Waste Division to ensure that the existing level of service standards are maintained or 

improved and waste reduction and recycling goals and targets are in compliance with the Draft 2013 

King County Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) update. 

The SWMP establishes countywide waste reduction and recycling goals for single family residential, 

multifamily residential and commercial sectors to be achieved by 2020. Cities adopting the Comprehensive 

Plan commit to implementing and/or maintaining waste reduction and recycling programs and collection 

standards to support the overall goals and targets identified in the SWMP.  

The SWMP waste reduction and recycling goals are aligned with adopted King County-Cities Climate 

Collaboration (K4C) 2014 Joint County-City Climate Commitments.  The K4C is a partnership between 

County and cities to coordinate and enhance local government climate and sustainability efforts.   

The SWMP level of service goals for solid waste collection and recycling are summarized below. 

Waste Prevention – This goal addresses all types of waste: yard waste, recycling and garbage. By looking 

at overall waste generation of all kinds (tons of material disposed plus tons recycled), trends in waste 

prevention activity can be identified. A decline means that the overall amount of materials alone or 

combined has been reduced. Waste generation rates to be achieved by 2020 are: 20.4 pounds/week per 

person from single-family and multifamily homes; and 58 pounds/week per employee from the non-

residential sector.  

Waste Disposal – This goal addresses only garbage disposed in landfills. Reductions in disposal over time 

indicate an increase in waste prevention and/or recycling. Waste disposal rates to be achieved by 2020 are 

14.2 pounds/week per person from single and multifamily homes and 22.9 pounds/week per employee from 

the nonresidential sector.  
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XII.A.  PUBLIC SERVICES 
 

 

Recycling – Recycling will continue to be an important strategy to reduce the disposal of solid waste. The 

recycling goal combines single-family, multifamily, non-residential and self-haul recycling activity. The 

overall recycling rate goal by 2015 is 55 percent. The overall recycling goal by 2020 is 70 percent. The 

K4C 2014 Climate Commitments target the achievement of zero waste of resources that have value for 

reuse, resale and recycling by 2030.   

 

Reducing waste and achieving a high recycling diversion rate reduces the amount of garbage going to the 

Cedar Hills Landfill, which in turn extends the time before the landfill reaches capacity and other solutions 

must be found for disposing of King County’s solid waste. Waste reduction and recycling programs 

throughout King County have extended the life of the Cedar Hills Landfill through at least 2026.In addition, 

recycling reduces the need to produce more raw materials for certain plastics, paper and aluminum.  

Policy PS-2.2: Encourage reduction, reuse and recycling of building construction materials in order to 

reduce waste, increase diversion, and save energy.  

Encouraging the construction industry to salvage, reuse and/or recycle construction, demolition, and land 

clearing debris supports the City’s role as an environmental steward. Various City incentives to meet this 

objective are geared toward the development community by encouraging the practice of salvaging and 

reusing building materials, separating recyclable from non-recyclable materials on the jobsite and 

construction techniques that use fewer materials than conventional methods. The City’s Green Building 

Program uses several certification programs that ensure that the building construction material waste stream 

is reduced.  

City projects and private development should provide a plan with their permit applications that describe 

how the building materials will be salvaged, reused or recycled. The City’s participation in regional 

collaborations to help create the local infrastructure for salvaging, reuse and recycling of these valuable 

resources will be essential to making this transition a success.  Over time these techniques or programs may 

become mandatory.  

Policy PS-3.1 2.3: Coordinate with King County Solid Waste Division to ensure that the Houghton 

Transfer Station is closed by 2021 and in the interim that established levels of service for solid waste 

disposal and transfer are followed and impacts are mitigated. 

The City should work with King County to ensure the station is closed in or before 2021 and that the County 

implement and/or maintain mitigation measures to improve pedestrian and hauler safety and to reduce 

impacts of noise, odor and number of large trucks coming to the site until the transfer station is eventually 

closed. Per the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding, the 2013 Draft King County Comprehensive Solid 

Waste Management Plan update, and the 2014 Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export System Plan 

Review, the Houghton Transfer Station will be closed in or before 2021 if demand management strategies 

can be successfully implemented or if a new Northeast Transfer Station is constructed. 
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