
Kirkland Downtown: Public Actions, Private Opportunities 

The goal of transforming downtown Kirkland into a high quality 
pedestrian village is broadly supported - it is the bedrock of 

common ground in the community. /~~~~§~~ir~~~~~~~?f>!~::!~~~~i ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

. .. it is rt:alistic to manage currt:nt and 
anticipated traffic volumes on 
Central way and Lake Street in a 
way that better meets pedestrian 

Parle Place is an important part of downtown rnail. 
~ Its existing rt:tail tenants provide needed local-servinK 
~ businesses. It is important to preurve theu uses that 

serve as key anchors· in downtown . 

needs while retaining cars needed . ~~~n~~~~B~~~~~~~~~~\~~ 
to support a healthy retail "' ~~;?~~~~~~~~~~~......,~ 
environment. ~ 

' 
Downtown Kirkland belongs to the -''·_,.... . 
entirt: city. Citizens view it as their / ~ / 
"living room» regardless of whether they live . .7'~ ----~ 
downtown, near downtown or eluwhere in the city. 

Some properties need to 
redevelop at higher densities to 
make it economical to provide 

better rt:tai/ space. The income from 
the upper story uses often is what 

makes redevelopment economically 
feasible. 

Marina Parle is a wonderfUL part of downtown. However, its huge pountial public benefits and central role ... art: not 
folly realized ... A commitment to a major increase in visual and pedestrian access to the lake is the kind of big-picturt: 

idea that can transform the downtown: gBring downtown to the lake -- bring the lake to downtown. • 



A large percentage of rhe cars o n 

Cemral Way, Lake Street, and Kirkland 

Avenue are com muters rraveling 

rhrough rhe downrown ro orher 

desrinarions. More of rhese commurers 

need to be converted ro shoppers in 

order for rh e downmwn ro thrive. 

Office and Housing 
O ffice uses have rhe followin g general 

characrerisrics in dov.mtown Kirkland: 

Strung economic viabiliry and 

demand- although the marker is 

cyclical , office space currenrly has a 

very low vacancy rare 

Provide good payi ng jobs , some of 

which may be held by Kirkland 

residenrs {Figure 9) 

Generally require large bui lding 

•f1oorplates' wi rh la rge amoun ts of 

square footage on a single Aoor 

{alrhough rhis is not true for smaller 

renanrs such as professional services) 
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Compared ro housing, offlce 

generares more peak hour 

dow mown vehicle rrips, has higher 

parking requiremenrs (usually about 

3 pa rking spaces per 1 ,000 square 

feet of Aoor area) , and railer floor­

to-ceiling heights. 

Housing uses have the Following general 

characteristics (l'igure 1 0): 

Snong economic v:abiliry - at least 

equal ro office use~ in mday's 

Kirkland marker 

Generally require smaller building 

Aoorplares than office buildings 

Generally have a more varied and 

a rriculared CX [ t! J ior design tha n 

office buildings 

Generare fewer vehicle nips and 

parki ng requiremenrs pe r square 

foO< {usually I to 1.5 parking spots 

per unir or about 1.5 spaces per 

I ,000 square feet , which is roughly 

half that of office) 

Shoner floor-to-ceiling hei ghts 

Support local-serving retail better 

than office 

Provides "eyes on the srreer" year­

ro und, "24-7," promoting safety 

Provides Foot traffic during non­

business days and hours rhar 

promotes viraliry when rhe 

downtown might orherwise be less 

ac rive 

There are curremly an estimated 5,649 

unirs of housin g with in a one-mile 

radius of downtown Kirkland, and 

1,576 housing units wirhin the Cen rral 

neighborhood (soon to be renamed 

Moss Bay Neighborhood). 

The general conclusion from these 

comparative characreristics is rhat the 

upper floors of development in the core 

area o f downtown Kirkland should 

primarily be used for housing and nor 
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office space. There are specific locarions 

where exceptions make sem~e (such as 

the offlce park Focus of CBD 5, and 

local-serving smaller office spaces in rhe 

core and alo ng Cen" al \XIay and 

Kirkland Avenue). 

Parking 
Successful rerai\ requires a n ~deq ua re supply 

of parking rhar is convenienr and affordable 

O n-srreer pa rking and nearbr srrucru red 

parking wirh good access are critical for 

rerail success. Cenrralized , shared parking 

facilities will be mol'e effective and efficienr 

than requiri ng each facili ty ro provide irs 

own off-street parking. The Ciry should 

play a leadership role in providing parkin g 

in rhe downcown rhar is consistenr wi rh 

these principles (Figures I I , I 2), 
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Lakefront 
Celebrate tin warn:fi"rmt setting by rco1•irmi11g 

rhr downtown to the !nkc 

1. Establish major increases in visual and 

pedesrrian access w rhe lakefronr. This 

should include a sr rong connecrion 

exrending wesr ro the lakefronr from 

Park Lane. The lake from should feel 

and funcrion like an integral parr of rhe 

downrown. 

2. Build a covered parking structure 

capped with a significant public plaza 
over the currenr surface parking lor 

adjacenr m rhe warerfronr, and possibly 

ex rend rhe parking srrucrure and plaza 

sourh of KirkJand Avenue: 

a. Parking sr.ru crure would extend 

south of KirkJand Avenue and could 

expand che number of parking 

spaces from 128 w as many 25 500 

(chis figure co be validated chrough 

more detailed desigc work during 

irnplemencation). Approximately 

367 spaces will be no"h of KirkJand 

Avenue and approximately 129 

sp::~ces wil! be in an expanded 

packing area so uth ofKirfJand 

A\•enue. A-; a point of reference, rhe 

public garage ar rhe Library has 

approximately 400 parking scalls. 

b. Plaza would be approximately I co 

1.5 acres of public open space and 

would provide a seamless 

connection from the downrown w 

rhe waterfront. The plaza would be 

ar the same grade as Lake Srreer and 

Cemral 'V/ay wich access from a 

series of at~grade pedesrrian 

connections from Cenrral Way and 

Lake Sueet • some of which already 
exist. 

c. Buildings next to Central Way, 

KirkJand Avenue, and Lake Street 

would be allowed co exrend onto 

( 

.. 1 
·~,.l ... lu'l- ,-tu:2 

RECOMMENDATIONS . . . 

che plaza some, but most of the 

plaza would be dedicared co public 

uses. Any srrucrures would be 

human scak. 

3. Auwmobile ac.::ess m the lakcfront 

should be lim ired ro access co rtnd f1om 

the parkjn~ garage wnh no surface road 

separaring rhe Hructur-:: frorn chc park. 

4. AJiow l"\Vo ·swry huildm g.; ''outright" 

along b..:>th Lake S(fee'{ ~nd Cen •.ral '-x,';Jy 

in the warerfront area, 

5. Lanrl uses sunounding che plaza should 

be: 

a. Retail, restauranr, hocel, housing, 

off1ce, and civic usf's allowed; and 

b. Only re<ail uses and orher 

generators of pedestrian craffic 

allowed on che ground floor (office, 

'dor~coms' or housing nor a\Jowed 

on ground floor) (l'igure 13). 

6. A complete and comprehensive 

redevelopment package for rhe emire 

wnrerfronr ::uea is preferred so char rhe 

parklng structure, plaza, publi c access, 

building development, and 

redevelopment are inregrared. 

7. The Ciry should take the lead co pursue 

partnerships and joinc developmen< 

opporruniries w finance and construct 

the parking deck and public plaza. 

8. Add a vehicular roundabout at the 

inrersection of Central Way and 

Markee. 

9, Make the following changes co Lake 

Street: 

a. Coord in are existing signals on the 

east side of Lake Street at Central 

Way and Kirkland Avenue and 

provide more green rime for 

northbound crafAc in the PM peak 

period. 
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b lnscall curb extension; (bulb ours) 

on Lake S[leer ar rhe imersecrions 

wirh Kirkland Avenue and Park 

Lane and eliminate bne for 

nonhbound righr-curn movements. 

c. Continue srudying ways w increase 

sidewalk widrh , particularly on rhe 

west .side of Lake Street, while 

retaining on st reet parking (figure 

14). 

10. The merirs of rhe following warerfronr 

area ideas should be srudied in the 

future: 

a. Developing a breakwater \virh 

renovation/expansion of the City 

marina; and 

b. Adding a wacer raxi. 

Core Area 
Enhance the co:·e area of d:Jwntown b)' 

am'' rng a mix ~f mutually t:tp.fJf1J tw£ m tJ rts 

zueil UJ n human rddr for di!J' new 

dtvt!IJpmtnt. 

1. SubSiatorially increase che recaillloor 

area ;n che core area. 

2. Des1gn the core wirh a ivlain Street 

"quaint" and historic che~rac(~r while 

ensuting ~c:onomic feasibility (figure 

15) , 

3. Facilicare redevelopment at key 

opponunity sires, including: 

a. Existing parking lor cH rhe corner of 

Central Way and Lake Screet in 

conjuncrion with che adjacent U.S. 

Bank sire; 

b. Bank of America sice on Kirkland 

Avenue and ocher areas sourh of 

Kirkland Avenue; 

c. Peter Kirk Square; and 

d. Antique Mall site. 

Dowmown Kirkland Strategic Plan 



4. Land uses in rhe core area robe 

encouraged , promo red (a nd prorecred) 

shou ld be: 

a. Rerail uses on rh e ground floor oF 

all buildings; 

b. Primarilr housing or horels on rhe 

upper noors; an d 

c. Some office uses 01 live/wo rk unirs 

on rhe upper fJoo rs 

Zo ning srandaJd,<, . Co nrinue rh e 

cuuent heighr 1equiremenrs wirh m ino1 

refinem en ts: 

a. for rhe two blocks wesr of 3rc 1 Srreer 

(excepr rhose parcels fronr ing 

Kirkland Avenu e) and areas fronting 

on rhe so urh sid e of Kirkbnd 

Avenue, allow five sro ry buildings if: 

T he rop rhree floors are 

exclusively ho using; and 

ii. Tht• rota! heighr is no greatel 

rhan one foor railer than if rhe 

building were rhree Aoors of 

office over retai l; and 

111. A srep back is required on the 

third and upper floors . 

b. For the two blocks fronrin g on Lake 

Srreer, and chose parcels ro rhe easr 

frontin g on Kirkland Avenue, allow 

four story buildings (Figure I 6) if: 

1. The top (\NO floors are housing; 

and 

11 . Total height is nor grearer than 

four feet taller rhan would be 

rhe case if rhe building were n"o 

fl oors oF office over rerail; 

iii. A step back is req uired on the 

rhird and fourth noor. 

6. Consider 1elocaring rhe existing bus 

transir center from 3rd Street. Initial 

preference is for a site south of Ki rkland 

Avenue berween Srate Street and 

approximarely Main Srreet (Figure I 7). 

The follow ing goals should be used to 

guide sire selection and sire design: 

a. Idenrify an d mitigatt> any impacrs 

on surrounding properties; 

b. Promote joinr development o n the 

sire; 

c. Rera il uses on ground Aoor; 

d . Public Parking strucrure to be 

located below grade or on rhe upper 

floors (loo k for shared parking 
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oppoHunirie!. wirh adjacent uses, 

avo id use of faciliry for rransir park 

and ride); 

e. Possible housing and/or office ~pace 

on the upper fl oors; 

Adequare bu~ circtd ar ion e~nd 

layover; and 

g. Bus rou ring and circulation char 
does not negarively impacr 

auromobi le ;wd pedesuian 

ciJcula ri0n . 

Ftgurc I H Ccnual \'{f;~ ~· Concq11 

Prior to implemendng changes ro 

Central Way described in 118 below: 

a. Implement Phase I of the Norkirk 

Neighborhood 'Jraffic Plan to 

r~duce currenr cur-through t raffic in 
rhe neighborhood; and 

b. Conduct a preliminary technica l 

assessmen t of appropriare traffic 

calming measures in the Moss Bay 

neighborhood in the near term ; 

c. As parr of the fina l design process 

for the changes ro Cen rral Way 

described in #8 below, assess the 

specific impacts of the narrowing of 

Cenual Way in surro undin g 

neighborhoods and include a plan 

to mirigare any rraffic impacts. 

Include and assessment of the 

impacts on the N orkirk 

neighborh ood of any proposed right 

rurn lane for westbound Central 

Way traffic. Conduct workshops in 

each neighborhood to review rhe 

recommendation s; and 

d. Wirh in six months to one year afrer 

changes ro Central Way described 

.n #8 below are implemenred, 
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monitor and evaluate rhe imp act~ of 

rhe narrowing on cur- through 

traffic Jnd speeding in rhe :-.lorkirk 

and Moss Bay neighborhoods and 

coo rdinare with rh e neighborh oods 

co addre" impacrs. If addi rional 

mi tigari on is needed in :\lo rk irk, 

implement Phase II of rhe Nor kirk 

TraA-Ic Plan or alreJ nate rraffic 

calming measu res, a~ de term ined by 
a neighbo rhood-hascd proce" 

8 . Re-design Cen tral \'(fay to provide fo1 

safe r pedes t rian movemenrs (Figure 18): 

9. 

a. Remove one westbound rhrou gh 

Jane from 3"1 Sr reer ro fvlal ker Srreer 

and one eastbound rhrough lane 

from Lake Srreer m 4"' Sm~et (01 the 

new Park Place driveway); 

b. Add para ll el parking to sou rh side 

of Central Way; 

c. lncrease the side\valk width on both 

sides of rh t sr reer; and 

d. Increase t he capacity of 1 14rh 

Avenu e ar Central ~lay to allow 

d ual sourhbound lefi: turn lanes and 

dual northbound right turn lanes 

onto southbound 1-405. 

e. Add round about to intersectio n of 

Market Srreet and Cen rral Way. 

f. The Ciry should re tain ownersh ip 

of all exisring righrs-of·way. 

g. Srudy speed lim irs and consider 

porential speed reducrions on 

Central Way. 

h. Srudy need for safer pedesuian 

crossings o n Central Way berween 

3'd Sueet and 6'h Srreet. 

Capture the feel of the west block of 

Park Lane on other m eers (Figure 19). 

Make rhe foll owi ng changes ro Main 

Street, 3rd Street (assuming the transit 

cen ter is re-located), and the east block 

of Park Lane: 

a. Widen the sidewalks and add streer 

trees by narrowing travel lane 

widths; 

b. Add parallel parking (change From 

diagonal where necessary) to borh 



sides of rhe sr reer (assuming rhe transit 

cemer is re-locared from it~ current 

sire on 3"1 Screer); and 

c. Pay parricular attention co high 

qualiry pedestrian crossing at Park 

Lane and 3rd Suet:r ro encourage a 

safe con nenion ro Perer Kirk Park. 

d Enhan ce the enrry/access poinrs 

i mo Perer Kirk Park. 

10. Kirkland Avenue changes {figure 20): 

a. Reduce navel lanes in ea ch 

direction from 14 feer to II or I 2 

feet , and increase rhe widrh of the 

sidewalks. 

b. Eliminate the righr-rurn shorrcut 

from eastbound KirkJand Avenue to 

Stare Srreet. 

c. Signalize rhe inrerseccion at 

Kirkland Avenue and 3rd Srreet 

(provided rhe other improvemenrs 

to Kirkland Avenue and 3rd Street 

are made, pa rticularly a Park Lane 

pedeso ian crossing solution across 

3rd SCleer, and elimination of the 

right-turn shorrcur from KirkJand 

Avenue to southbound Stare Street) . 

d. Srudy th e in clusion of a bicycle lane 

and how to besr add to the sidewalk 

width. 

I I . Park Lane 

a. Retain che currenr ci rculation 

system of one-way between Lake 

Street and :tv1ain Street and rwo-way 

benveen Main Street and 3rd Srreer; 

F1gurc 20: Kirkl:md Avenue Conccpr 

b. Pay particular arcention ro crtaring 

and expanding a pleasan r pedesrrian 

env ironm enr: including possibly 

adding a covered walkway a lo ng 

Park Lane and along the sou thern 

edge of rhe currenr path through 

Perer Kirk Park ro Park Place 

(figure 21) 

12 The C iry should rake among 

leadership role in ensuring adequare 

parking in rhe coJe a rea and warerfronc 

a. Recommended right-or-way changes 

will add ro rhe on-srreer parking 

supply; 

b. Prohibit sunface parking lot> in core; 

Develop rhc p::1rking suucrure at 

lakefrom ro provide expanded 

parking service to rhe core and 

wa terfron t; 

d . Develop a public parking struCture 

ro serve rerail an d employee needs 

in rhe core. If ir is nor provided in 

connection wirh a new cransit center 

sou th of Kirkland Avenue, it sho uld 

be provided elsewhere in or 

immediately adjacent m rh e core; 

e, Develop a parking strategy for rhe 

downmwn ch ar leverages public 

im·esrmenr in parking to: 

Encourage sha1ecl parking 

Targer the add ,;on of key 

commu r.ir:'-desired usc~ in the 

core 

Prom ote q uahry design 

Parking requiremer,(S for some o r all rete1i l 

uses in the core and waterfJOnt should be 

eliminated within the co mexr of a parking 

strategy that accomplishes these goals. 

Specific uses w target and methods for 

leveraging the parking investment ro L,e 
determined in future phases. Uses other 

chan retail within the core should continue 

w provide their own onsite parking, 

although shared parking between m ultiple 

properries is encouraged. 
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Park Place 
Acknowledge !'ark !'lace as dn integral pm·r of 

downtown by establishing clear(v defined 

pedestrt.t111 connectiom with :he corr aretr t111tf 

the waterfi-ont. 

Recommendations relating co rhe Park Place 

shopping cenrer and aburring areas 

(CBD 5) of dow mown include rhe 

following: 

I. Any new dr:veloprnenc in chis area 

should Ge llrban in charan er ro 

promo te a better integrarion oi Puk 
Phtce wich the core area 

2. Enhance the interseccion of Central 

Way and 6 th Street as a "gateway" ro the 

downrow.1 {figure 22). 

3. Encourage local-sen 'ing uses such as 

grocery, hardware, and pharmacy within 

Park Place as it redevelops. 

4. Encourage retail uses and similar 

pedestrian-generating acriviries on rhe 

ground floor of all buildings, including 

those on Central Way. 

5. Establish (through policy) a ' friendly' 

connection of Park Place ro Peter Kirk 

Park (with no net loss of park land). 

Prohibit blank walls facing the park. 

enhance pedestrian con nections by 
adding appropriate walkways and paths, 

Downtown Ki,.kland Strattgic Plan 



F1gurc 1.i: T':nk l'bcc lx·conll"~ 'Co m1ccrcd' f'«Jt.,tlt•r:tHi-11' 
Cnnctpl r,,, P;~rk Place 

and use design co help make rhe transition 

from the shopping center to the park 

(l'igure 23) . 

6. Add on srreet pa1king on Central Way 

co support retail and enhance che 

pedeHrian environmenL 

7. Hide roofrop parking at Park Place such 

chat ir is not visible from Cencral Way 

or Pe<er Kirk Park. 

8. Encourage underground parking and 

srreer parking a.Jong surface st reets . 

}v1inimize and, over rime, eliminate 

surface parking lors. 

) . 
i\t 1 

r ,, 11:t. ti 

Reduce crci\'el lanes in each direction on 

Ki1 kland Avenue from 14 feet ro 1 I or 

12 feet, and increase sidewal k ,-~,,idrhs . 

10. Complete a stleer in the Form of a 

meandering lane running north -south 

berween Central Way and Kirkland 

Avenue w provide an urban retail srreer 

environment (FigUi e 24). 

I 1. The Salvation Arrr.r properry locared 

sourh ofKirkland Avenue represencs an 

imponanr redevelopmenr opporruni ry. 

Conducr funher scudies ro derermine 

the mosr appropriate use~ for rh1.~; site, 

possibly emphasizing uses rhar 

complement the ch'ic facilicies on the 

north side ofKirkJand AvenuE. 

a. Ensure char design guidelines are 

con~isrenc with rhe charaner and 

image of the disrricc; 

b. Ensure rhar Perer Kirk Pa1k rerains 

irs function as an active park, wirh 

acriviries for all ages of users and 

accivicies d1ar extend imo the 

evening hours. l-=urure residenr.s of 

housing on all sides of the park 

should understand rhar these active 

uses rake precedence over concerns 

they may have m·er conflicts with 

J'esidemial uses. 

c. Housi ng will be minor percemage 

of any p10jecr, and allowed only on 

we5£ern edge of CBD 5 (west of the 

nonh-souch road rhac is co be 

added). 

d. Housing will be designed wirhin rhe 

current heighr limi" for CBD 5. 

,--- Rer /7'7 r~. r1;de t707ZS 
! IiI (- I: i ,- I} ~ ,-

· SUMMARY . · · 

T he conclusions and 

recommendations described in this 

document represent the work efforc of a 

very diverse group of Kirkland leade rs­

neighborhood leaders, hisrorians, 

developers, bankers, retailers, property 

owners, main street enchusiascs, and ochers 

rhac love Kirkland. The process began, as it 

does in so many communities, with distrusc. 

Over the past year, che Downtown Acrion 

Team has forged a remarkable process of 

cruse and interaction. Personal agendas, 

while nor gone, have mel<ed down while rhe 

desire for holistic and comprehensive 

solutions to downcown revicalizacion 

continue co gain more and more support 

from che entire team. Many, if not most, of 

rhe recommendations were reached with 

unanimous sup pore. 

Dowmown Kirkland Srrnugic Pion 

The Downrown Action Team encourages 

rhe cirizens of Kirkland ro approach rhis 

opporcunicy as they have - determining 

whar is in rhe best inreres< of Kirkland and 

how all the parrs can be undersrood and 

resolved simulcaneously. We encourage 

your involvement and look fonvard [0 the 

discussions rogecher about our future. 

Next Steps 
The suaregies identified in this plan will 

become projecrs and each will carry a life of 

irs own. The DAT will continue w provide 

oversight and direction on the details of 

implemenring this plan and ensure that 

each project achieves the vision of making 
downtown Kirkland a high qualiry 

pedesrrian viJiage. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 0-3974' 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND AND ITS SUMMARY ORDINANCE 
RELATING TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND LAND USE AND AMENDING 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (ORDINANCE 3481 AS AMENDED) AS REQUIRED 
BY RCW 36. 70A.l30 TO ENSURE CONTINUED COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
GROWIH MANAGEMENT ACT, FILE NO. IV-02-l. 

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act [GMA, RCW 36.70A.215) 
mandates that the City of Kirkland reviews, and if needed, revises its 
Comprehensive Plan pursuant to RCW 36. 70A.l30; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council in September 2002 did review the City's 
Review and Evaluation Report that identified revisions made and revisions 
needed to the Comprehensive Plan to be consistent with the GMA. The City did 
send the evaluation report, dated September 2002, to the Washington State 
Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development; and 

WHEREAS, the City did anaiyze its housi 11g and employment 
capacities and d1d determine that it can meet its 2022 targets for the most 
recent ten-year forecast by the Office of Financial Management and as allocated 
by the King County Growth Management Planning Council; and 

WHEREAS, in compliance with the GMA and the Buildable lands 
Program pursuant to RCW 36. 70A.215, the City r:as determined the actual 
density of housing de·.telopment, and has determined that such development to 
be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City in revising the Comprehensive Plan established 
procedures and schedules for ear ly and continuous public participation pursuant 
to RCW 36.70A.130 (2) and RCW 35A.63 .070; and 

WHEREAS, the City broadly disseminated publ ic participation 
information with notices in the local newspaper and on the City's web site and 
cable channel, by placing flyers in a local newspaper and by mailing notices to 
interested parties; and · 

WHEREAS, the City held an extensive two month community outreach 
program called "Community Conversations - Kirkland 2022" to obtain 
community goats and values before revising the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City held 43 study sessions and one open house, 
including meetings with the Planning Commission, Transportation Commission, 
Houghton Community Council and Park Board; and 

WHEREAS, the City did issue a revised Comprehensive Plan on July 1, 
2004; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on July 
22, 2004, including a joint hearing with the Transportation Commission on the 
Transportation Element, and a follow-up meeting on August 26, 2004 to 
consider the comments rece1ved and to prepare its recommendation to the City 
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Council. The Houghton Community Council held a public courtesy hearing on 
July 19, 2004 and two follow-up meetings on August 23, 2004 and September 
29, 2004 to cons1der the comments received and to prepare its 
recommendation to the City Council. The Transportation Commission did hold a 
follow-up meeting on August 25, 2004 to consider the comments received and 
to prepare its recommendation to the City Council. The City Council conducted 
a series of study sessions prior to adoption; and 

WHEREAS, as part of the Comprehensive Plan revision process the 
City did receive and process a Private Amendment Request, submitted by 
Sedorco Property Partnership and assigned Planning and Community 
Development File No. ZON04-00016, on which the City Council will take final 
action no later than February 28, 2005; and 

WHEREAS, the revised Comprehensive Plan adopted pursuant to the 
GMA must be coordinated with the comprehensive plans of King County and 
other Cities which have common borders with Kirkland or which share related 
regional issues: and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Kirkland as follows: 

Section 1. Declarations. 

A. Pursuant to the State Envirollmental Policies Act (SEPA) a scoped 
Draft E11vironmental Impact State (DEIS) was prepared and issued on July l, 
2004. The DEIS analyzed the 2022 growth targets for housing and employment 
along with the revisions to the Comprehensive Plan for the purpose of disclosing 
possible environmental impacts. The Responsib!e SEPA Official held a public 
hearing on the DEIS on July 22, 2004. The Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) was issued on October 15, 2004. 

B. The City provided copies of the Draft Comprehensive Plan, the DEIS 
and the Final EIS to surrounding jurisdictions, King County, the Puget Sound 
Regional Council and Washington State Department of Community, Trade and 
Economic Development. 

C. The Comprehensive Plan is consistent with the King County 
Countywide Planning Policies, the Multicounty Planning Policies and the GMA. 

D. The revised plan was transmitted to Washington State Department of 
Community, Trade and Economic Development on July 1, 2004, which is at 
least 60 days prior to adoption . 

Section 2. Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan: That certain 
revised city-wide chapter elements, land use map and other figures, appendices 
and subarea neighborhood maps of the Comprehensive Plan along with a new 
Human Services Element which has been hied with the City Clerk and which 
bears the date of December 14, 2004, is hereby adopted as the City of 
Kirkland's Comprehensive Plan. The City Council declares that the adoption of 
this revised Comprehensive Plan is intended to satisfy the mandates of Chapter 
36. 70A RCW (GMA) and also to be the adoption of the City of Kirkland's 
Comprehensive Plan pursuant to Chapter 35A.63 RCW (relating to land use 
planning and zoning). 

Page 2 of 3 



I 

I 

0-3974;': 

Section 3. Text amended: The Comprehensive Plan, Ordinance 
3481 as amended, are amended by this reference and as set forth in 
Attachment A. 

Section 4. Severability: If any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, pari or por1ion of this ordinance, including those parts adopted 
by reference, is tor any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court 
of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

Section 5. Houghton Community Council: To the extent that the 
subject matter of this ordinance is subject to the disapproval jurisdiction of the 
Houghton Community Council as created by Ordinance 2001, said plan shall 
become effective within the Houghton community either upon approval of the 
Houghton Community Council, or upon failure of said community council to 
disapprove this ordinance within 60 days of its passage. 

Section 6. Effective Date: Except as provided in Section 6, this 
ordinance shall be in full force and effect five days from and after its passage by 
the City Council and publication, pursuant to Section 1.08.017, Kirkland 
Municipal Code in the summary form attached to the original of this ordinance 
and by th1s reference approved by the City Council as required by law. 

Section 7. Ordinance Copy: A complete copy of this ordinance 
shall be certified by the City Clerk, who shall then forward the certified copy to 
the King County Department of Assessments. 

Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open meeting 
this 14 day of December, 2004. 

SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION THEREOF this 14th day of December, 
2004. 

Attest: 

~~ ~ 

Approved as to Form: 

CJ1JjA~~A_ 
City Attorney 
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PUBLICATION SUMMARY 
,· 

OF ORDINANCE NO. 0-3974. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING AND LAND USE AND AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
(ORDINANCE 3481 AS AMENDED) AS REQUIRED BY RCW 36.70A.l30 TO 
ENSURE CONTINUED COMPLIANCE WITH THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT, 
FILE NO. IV-02-1. 

Section 1. Addresses issuance and distribution of the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement; consistency of the revised 
Comprehensive Plan with the King County Countywide Planning Policies, the 
Multicounty Planning Policies and the GMA: and transmittal of the Plan to the 
Washington State Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development 
at least 60 days prior to adoption. 

Section 2. States that the revised Comprehensive Plan is 
intended to satisfy the mandates of Chapter 36.70A RCW (GMA) and to be the 
adoption of the City of Kirkland's Comprehensive Plan pursuant to Chapter 
35A.63 RCW. 

Section 3. Amends the Comprehensive Plan as set forth in 
Attachment A. 

Section 4. Addresses severability. 

Section 5. Establishes that this ordinance will be effective within 
the disapproval jurisdiction of the Houghton community upon approval by the 
Houghton Community Council, or upon failure of said Community Council to 
disapprove this ordinance within 60 days of its passage. 

Section 6. Authorizes publication of the ordinance by summary, 
which summary is approved by the City Council pursuant to Section 1.08.017, 
Kirkland Municipal Code and establishes the effective date as five days after 
publication of said summary. 

Section 7. Directs the City Clerk, to certify and forward a 
complete certified copy of this ordinance to the King County Department of 
Assessments. 

The full text of this ordinance will be mailed without charge to any 
person upon request made to the City Clerk for the City of Kirkland. The 
ordinance was passed by the Kirkland City Council in open meeting on the 14th 
day of December, 2004. 

I certify that the foregoing is a summary of Ordinance 397 4 • approved 
by the Kirkland City Council for summary publication. 

Attest: 

O:t:c=fd; 
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(Note: existing text is deleted in 1/s entirety and replaced with new text below) 

VIII. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

A. INTRODUCTION 

A healthy economy plays an important role in ensuring that Kirkland remains a vibrant community for living 
and working. The purpose of the Economic Development Element is to establish the goals and policies for 
economic growth and vitality that will enhance the City's character and quality of life. 

This element describes Kirkland's economic role locally and within the context of the countywide and 
regional economy. This element also discusses the importance of business retention and recruitment, the 
types of businesses and jobs to be encouraged, and a summary of the strengths, weaknesses and strategies 
to address future economic needs of the community. 

What Is Economic Development? 
Economic development can be defined as public and private initiatives that promote job creation and 
business retention and recruitment, increase goods and services to residents and businesses, and provide 
job training programs, all of which contribute to a strong tax base. 

Key issues for the Economic Element are: 
• How can Kirkland create a strategy that promotes and guides economic vitality, including local jobs 

and revenue for public services? 

• How can the Kirkland economy become more diversified and what types of businesses should be 
encouraged to achieve this? 

• How can all stakeholders in the community, including businesses, neighborhoods and government, 
find common ground to develop specific strategies and actions that achieve Kirkland's desired 
economic future? 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Kirkland was founded by Peter Kirk, an entrepreneur who envisioned Kirkland as the "Pittsburgh of the 
West". Instead, Kirkland commerce evolved from a ship building center in the 1940s to a suburb of Seattle 
throughout the 1960s and 1970s. 

Today, Kirkland contains a balance of jobs and housing and is interrelated to other Eastside cities and the 
Puget Sound region. In 2000, Kirkland contained 22,100 housing units and 32,384 jobs. The median 
household income in 2000 was -$60,332, compared to $53,157 throughout King County. It is estimated 
that Kirkland's average wage rate is slightly higher than King County's figure, which in 2002, was $25,300 
per worker per year. 
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