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KU.D. CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD
S. DOWNTOWN PLAN

0-3860

Design Districts B 3 and 7

Ma.x _um bul!dmg l:eighr rs three s!ories m
Des:gn Drsmcr.s: D3 gﬂd YA AL

Thisgse districts s are east of 3rd Street, north of
Central Way, and east-and-south of Peter Kirk Park.
Maximum building height should be 3 stories, with
a minimum front yard setback of 20 feet and
maxlmum lot coverage of B8O percem Lower
wi ed jentati
should be allowed to encroach into the setbacks to
portions of the Downtown, Street trees and ground

cover are appropriate along Kirktand Avenue and
Central Way. By keeping structures in this area
relatively low-rise and set back from the street,
views from upland residences can be preserved and
the openness around Peter Kirk Park enhanced.

This district is located south of 1st Avenue South,
east of 1st Street South,;-and—west—ef—4th—Street
Seutl:- Land in this area which-ties—west-ef2nd
Place-Seuth is appropriate for developments of four
stories in height —A—ffth-storyof-height—wmay-be
appropriaie—for—struetures—i—t his—ures—H—some
. o flllll'j i 4 g g” ]
];.l 9 'Ig | Hgill

fer—public-peddng-boneath—a—propesed—shrusture;
|y . A I e oarki |

In-order-to-determine-the-developers-sontribution
to-the-publie-parking;a-diferent-parkingraticfor-a
buitdi i 6k f 1t .

The method for calculafing building height should
be modified for this area as described in the
discussion of height calculation for structures in
District G 8. The opportunity to take advantage of
substantial grade changes with terraced building
forms also exists in the western half of District £ 4.

Vehicular circulation will be an important
consideration in project design in this area. The
restriction of access points to nonresidential streets
in order to prevent a negative impact of
development in this area on the single-family
enclave which exists to the south may be necessary.

Bl.“*m"’lg "e'g'“sg ’E" 'I'“’ por ‘;9" of D'S‘!“Iel” ."h.'s“‘

to-three-stories:

Design District £ 5

m
Building he:gl:ts of two o six. stories. are
approprmre m Des:gn stma ES,

This district Iles at_the _east side of Downfown
between Sth-Street-and—6th-Street—south—of—Tth
Avenue—and—norh-of Central Way and Kirkland
Way. Maximum building height should be_befween

three _and five six stories,;—previded—that—the

mmnum—hegh{—rela&we—te—lt—h-a&vemm—dees—ﬁe&
I ) I | hei

relaﬂve—te—&qﬂdand—%g&e*eeed—d#ee—s&eﬂes—lhﬁ

istj ilding hts and ar t
ruct ithi istric serv c

I withi istrict _and u t
erimete i d orientatjof w

structures _in this district should be care
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KU.D. CenTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD

3. DownTown PLAN

Sslissmss s

Theis large block of land located between S5th
Street and 6th Street, north of Central Way, and
south of 7th Avenue, is identified as a major
opportunity site for redevelopment elsewhere in
this document. Figure C-6 coniains a schematic

diagram of design and circulation considerations
that should be incorporated in the redevelopment of
this site district. Development of this ske district
should be relatlvely intensive ang_Ra{her—-thaﬂ

GWMMM&—“EE i ¢

Design considerations related to vehicular and
pedestrian access, landscaping, and open space are
particularly important in this area. The intersection
of 6th Street and Central Way is a prominent
gateway to the Downtown. New development in

this area will should have a dramatie positive
impact on the image of Kirkland and should be

designed to enhance this entry. _Within the district,
Wmmumumumm

the-sﬂe should be physzcally mtegrated H—SoRRe
f&sluen 1h:gugh_ped_sje [Mﬁ_mulﬁ._ﬁﬂgﬂ

A- sSafe, convenient, and attractive pedestrian
connectiong across the s#e district should be
provided. This path should be designed under a
covered enclosure or arcade along the storefronts in
this area. Visual interest and pedestrian scale of
these storefronts will contribute to the appeal of
this walkway to the pedestrian. A connection of
this pathway to Central Way should be made, with
a continuation of the overhead enclosure to unify
this pedestrian route.

Desi cdemstings. related icular_and
pedestrian access, landscaping. and open space are

ersectiol

A substantial building setback or mitigating design
such as the site configuration on the south side of
Central Way is necessary in order (o preserve
openness at this important gateway sitc. The
northeast and southeast corners of this block shouid

0-360
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be set aside and landscaped to provide public open
spaces or miniparks at these gateways. Side-yard
setbacks, however, should be minimal to reduce the
appearance of a building surrounded by a parking
area.

The northern portion of this sie district should be
developed in uses that are residential both in
function and scale. Access to this portion of the
site may be either from 7th Avenue or {from one of
the adjacent side streets. Some of the significant
trees along 7th Avenue should be incorporated into
the site design as a means of softening the apparent
mass of any new structures and to provide
additional elements of continuity facing the single-
family residences along 7th Avenue. ln addition,

e
an.d_dcmgn__c_Qnsm_QLanmJ_shQuld_b_c_.glﬂu_tg__th' | £ ¢ sinale Fantle |
north.
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Design District € 8

'approprmfe," d’ependfﬁé bn .)ocarto,,_ ‘ st

This district is located north of Central Way and
south of 4th Avenue, between Market Street and
3rd Street. Maximum building height should be
three stories abutting Central Way and two stories
at 3rd and 4th Avenues. Structures which do not
abut either of these streets should be allowed to rise

up to four stories. A—Hfth-stery-of-height-mey-be

Where dramatic elevation changes exist in this
district, an innovative method of calculating height
is appropriate. In order to encourage the terracing
of building forms on the hillside, building height
should be calculated relative to the ground
elevation above which the individual planes of the
structure lie. Additional bulk controls should apply
to restrict the height within 100 feet of
noncommercial neighborhoods to the same height

allowed in the adjacent zone._Heights on the north

itle. shopld i ¢ I |
d e ass e

hillside

Vehicular circulation to nonresidential portions of
projects within this area should not occur on
primarily residential streets. In addition, design
elements should be incorporated into developments
in this area which provide a transition to the
residential area to the north.

THE IMAGE OF THE CITY:
URBAN DESIGN ASSETS

Many of Downtown’s urban design assets are
mapped on the Master Plan (Figure C-4) or are
discussed explicitly in the text of the Height and
Design Districts or the Downtown Design
Guidelines. The following text should read as an
explanation and amplification of references made
in those two parts of the Downtown Plan.

Visual Landmarks

Lak"'”___Washmgton is ‘a major: tandmark

The most vivid landmark in Downtown Kirkland is
Lake Washington. The lake provides a sense of
openness and orientation and is a prominent feature
from two of the three main approaches to the

Downtown.  Many residents and visitors to
Kirkland form their impressions of the community
from these important vantage points. The

preservation and enhancement of views from the
eastern (Central Way) and northern (Market Street)
gateways is a high-priority policy objective.

Other outstanding visnal landmarks include the
large green expanse of Peter Kirk Park, which
provides an open space relief to the densely
developed Downtown core to the west. The library
and Senior Center building at the southeast edge of
Peter Kirk Park, as well as the METRO transit

c —m———— = ——
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center at the western boundary of the park, are also
well-known local landmarks.

The City Hall facility provides an important visual
and civic landmark on the northern slope above the
Downtown. Marina Park and the pavilion structure
situated there are also symbolic reference points of
community, recreational, and cultural activities.

There are a number of features in and nearby the
Downtown area with historic significance which
add to its visual character and historic flavor.
These landmarks include the historic buildings on
Market Street and the old ferry clock on Lake
Street at Kirkland Avenue. These structures should
be recognized for their community and historic
value, and their preservation and enhancement
should have a high priority. ln contrast to the bland
hi f ¢ the byildi 0 1l

A number of dramatic views exist in the Downtown
and its immediate vicinity due to the hills, the
valley, and the sloping land areas which form the
bowl-like topography which characterizes the
City’s center. One of the views most often
associated with Downtown Kirkland is from the
eastern gateway, where Central Way meets 6th
Street. From this vantage point, the hills north and

Topographic changes define gateways into the

south of the core area form a frame for a sweeping
view of Lake Washington in the distance and the
Olympic mountain range beyond.

Another striking view, identified in Figure C-4, is
from the Market Street entry into Downtown. This
approach is met with a view of the lake, Marina
Park and its pavilion, and the City’s shoreline. This
view could be enhanced with redevelopment of the
GTE site, where the existing massive building
substantially diminishes this broad territorial view.

Where the Kirkland Avenue and 2nd Avenue South
rights-of-way crass lLake Street and continue to
Lake Washington, an unobstructed view of open
water is visible to pedestrians and people traveling
in vehicles. These views are very valuable in
maintaining the visual connection and perception of
public accessibility to the lake. These views should
be kept free of obstruction.

Gateways

e e i B e R e I s i o e

Downt

The gateways into Downtown Kirkiand are very
clear and convey a distinct sense of entry. Two of
the Downtown’s three major gateways make use of
a change in topography to provide a visval entry
into the area.

At the eastern boundary of the Downtown area,
Central Way drops toward the lake, and the core
area comes clearly into view. This gateway could
be enhanced by an entry sign, similar to one located
farther up the hill to the east, or some other
distinctive structure or landscaping feature.

A second major gateway is the Downtown’s
northern entrance where Market Street slopes
gradually down toward Marina Park. The historic
buildings at 7th Avenue begin to form the visual

80OE
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impression of Downtown’s character and identity,
and the landscaped median adds to the boulevard
feeling of this entryway. Some type of sign or
other feature could be incorporated into the
improvements to the Waverly site.

At the Downtown’s southern border, the curve of
Lake Street at about 3rd Avenue South provides a
very clear gateway into the commercial core. It is
at this point that the transition from residential to
retail uses is distinctly felt. Here, also, is an
opportunity to enhance this sense of entry by
creation of literal gateposts, signs, or landscape
materials.

Pathways

The size and scale of Downtown Kirkland make
walking a convenient and attractive activity. An
extensive network of pedestrian pathways covers
the Downtown area, linking residential,
recreational, and commercial areas. Downtown
Kirkiand is a pedestrian precinct unlike virtually
any other in the region. It is almost European in its
scale and quality.

The core of the shopping district, with its compact
land uses, is particularly conducive to pedestrian
traffic. Both sides of Lake Street, Park Lane, and
Kirkland Avenue are major pedestrian routes.
Many residents and visitors also traverse the land
west of Lake Street to view and participate in
water-oriented activities available there.

The Downtown area’s major east/west pedestrian
route links the lake with Peter Kirk Park, the
Kirkland Parkplace shopping center, and areas to
the east. For the most part, this route is a visually
clear pathway, with diversity and nearby

destinations contributing to its appeal to the
pedestrian.

Minor pedestrian routes link the residential areas
north of Central Way and south of Kirkland
Avenue. These linkages need to be strengthened in
order to accommodate the residential and office
populations  walking  from  the  Norkirk
Neighborhood and core frames, respectively.
Additional improvements, such as brick paver
crosswalks, pedestrian  safety islands, and

signalization, are methods to strengthen these
rorth-south linkages.

Enhancemem of Downtown edestrian mutes
»shouid be a h rgh-prwrrty ob_;ectw 5 :

Enhancement of the Downtown area's pedestrian
routes should be a high-priority policy and design
objective.  For example, minor architectural
features and attractive and informative signs should
be used to identify public pathways. Public and
private efforts to make pedestrian walkways more
interesting, functional, convenient, and safe, should
be strongly supported. Figure C-4 highlights a
number of projects proposed for this purpose.
These projects are discussed in detail elsewhere in
this text.

e e

D PUBLIC FACILITIES ;

OPEN SPACE/PARKS

Four major park sites are critical to the
Downtown's feeling of openness and greenery.
These parks weave a noncommercial leisure-time
thread into the fabric of the area and provide a
valuable amenity, enhancing Downtown’s appeal as
a destination. Eaclh of the major approaches to the
Downtown is met with a park, with the Waverly
site and Marina Park enhancing the northern entry,
and Peter Kirk Park and Dave Brink Park




