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Miscellaneous Code Amendments, File No. ZON06-00033, including 
Proposed Amendments to the Zoning and Municipal Codes 

I. RECOMMENDATION 

Consider results of the City Council deliberation on the Miscellaneous Code 
Amendments and provide feedback to the Council on proposed ordinances. The City 
Council is scheduled to adopt the ordinances at their January 15,2008 Council meeting. 

11. DISCUSSION 

On September 24,2007, the Community Council held a courtesy hearing on the 
Miscellaneous Code Amendments. The Community Council supported the majority of 
the amendments, but had concerns about several others. On October 25,2007, the 
Planning Commission held their public hearing and recommended a package of 
amendments to the City Council. 

The Planning Commission agreed with the Houghton Community Council on three of the 
items the Community Council was concerned about (giving permit applicants the option 
of using either the existing or the new ABE calculation; removing PLAl from the 
commercial and multifamily zones in which side yards for detached dwelling units were 
reduced to 5'; and adding a criterion to the Rezone Chapter addressing compatibility with 
existing land uses). 

The Planning Commission did not agree with the Community Council on four items: 

prohibited vegetation; 
parking of an oversize vehicle on a residential lot; 
new garage requirements; and 
process for review for antennas placed on buildings in public parks. 



'The Planning Conimissio~i did recommend to the City Council that, for the ncw garage 
requirements only, an exception be written into tlie regulations to exempt thc Hougliton 
jurisdiction froiii compliance. 

The City Council considered the ordinances recommended by the Planning Commission 
at their meeting on December 11, 2007. The Council expressed support for the 
prohibited vegetation rule, tlie 24-hour time linlit on parking of oversize vellicles on 
residential lots, the new garage requirements, and the change to Planning Official 
decision (from Process 1) for antennas on builtiings in public parks. 

Prior to adopting the final ordinances, liowever, the City Council has requested feedback 
from the Colniiiunity Council on these four items. The City Council prefers tliat 
regulations for the City be consistent. They are interested in negotiating solutions tliat 
would be acceptable to both Councils and would result in a match between regulations in 
Hougliton's jurisdiction and those elsewhere in the City. 

Attachment 1 includes the language reconimended by the Planning Commission for these 
four items. Attachment 2 is the list of Prohibited Plants recomnlended by the Planning 
Commission. 

Feel free to contact Planning Staff prior to the meeting with questions concerning the 
proposed amendments. You can reach Lauri Anderson at (206) 525-5240 (or 
Iwandcrso~i~~~riisii.co~ii), or Paul Stewart at (425) 587-3227 (or 
~~stcwart(ii!ci.itirkland.\~:a.~is). 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Atiiendinents 
2. Proposed List of Prohibited Plants 



ATTACHMENT 1 

Prohibited Vegetation 

95.52 Add a new section, EollibJt~dJ~egetation, as follows: 

Plants listed as prohibited in the Kirkland Plant List shall not be planted in the City. 

For landscapinq not required under this chapter, m r o h i b i t i o n  shall become 
effective on (effective d&of ordinance). The City may require removal of prohibited 
veaetation if installed aftgr this date. Residents and propertv-owners are encouraged 
to remove pre-existinq~rohibited veqetation whenever practicable. 

Garage Requirements 

Chapter 5 - Definitions (Note: Only definitions for which changes are being made are included 
below. All other definitions in Chapter 5 of the Kirkland Zoning Code remain unchanged). 

5.10 Definitions 

The following definitions apply throughout this code unless, from the context, another 
meaning is clearly intended: 

326.5Eront EaacCade - The face of a buildinq essentiallv parallel to the street, access 
easement or tract servinq the subiect property. The front facade may have multiple 
planes, includinq a covered entrv porch. On a corner lot, the front facade shall be the 
facade that includes the main entry. 

115.43 Garage Se%& Requirements for Detached Dwelling Units in Low Density Zones 

Eliminate existing requirements and replace with new section, as follows: 

1 .  P-r?ose an0 intent_ Tne nrenl of these req- ar ons s 10. ~.n.iirn.ze.ine 
apoearance of toe qaraqe .%nen Jien i q  tne f r x  facaqe of a noLse T o w  
tn s. resL me! 9. .  ?w.cg ,?r!.l!c P esaep i .  



a. The qaraqe doors, whenever practicable, should not be placed on the 
front facade of the house; 

b. If the qaraqe doors are on the front facade, the aaraqe should be set 
back from the plane of the front facade closest to the street, access 
easement or tract; 

c. The width of the aaraae face qenerallv should be no more than the 
w t h  of the rem-ainder of the front facade; and 

d. Garaqes with qaraqe doors perpendicular to the street, access 
easement or tract (side-entrv qaraqes) should not have a blank wall on 
the front facade. 

a. Detached dwellinq units served by an open public alley, or an 
easement or tract servinq as an alley, shall enter all qaraqes from that 
alley; 

b. Side-entrv qaraqes shall minimize blank walls by incorporatinq 
arch teclural aetails or w~naows on lne front facade rnar compemenr 
the features of rne rcma tider of..!.ng![onr fd~auc 

f 3. Additiona!~Requi~e~m~e~nt~f~~G~arages~w~ith~~G~a~age~Do_~rs on .Ue Front Fal:ade..g.. 
the Belaa&edDwellhg_Unit 

a. The required front vard for the aaraae shall be 8' qreater than the 
required front yard for the remainder of the detached dwellinq unit (not 
includinq covered entry porches approved under KZC 115.1 15.3.n). 

b. The qaraqe width shall not exceed 50% of the total width of the front 
facade. (This standard shall not apply if the lot width, as measured at 
the back of the required vard for the front facade. is less than 53.1 

c. For purposes of this section, the width of the front facade shall not 
include those items located alonq the side facades described in 
Section 115.115.3.d. of this code, even if they are outside of a 
required yard. 

4. .E.xe.mpti.~ns.. The followinq are exempt from the requirements of Subsection 3 of 
this section: 

a. Houses on flaa lots; 

b. Houses with below-qrade qaraqes. For purposes of this exemption,.a 
"below-qrade qaraqe" is one that has at least 75% of the area of the 
garaqe doors b&w the midpoint elevation(s)s&the street, access 
easement or tract as it passes alonq the front of the q a w  

5. Deviation ,From.Req&m&. The Planninq Official may allow deviations from 
the requirements of this section if the followinq criteria are met: 



a. The modification is necessary because of the size, confiauration, 
topoaraphy or location of the subject property; 

b. The modification supports the purpose and intent of the g a m  
setback requlations: and 

c. The modification includes desiqn details that minimize the dorrlinant 
appearance of the qaraqe when viewed .from the street, access 
easement or tract (for example, casinqs; columns; trellises; windows; 
s~ r face  ireartnents or color, s nq e-sta ooors, ooor offsers, narroweo 
E $ e & a ,  w olhs, an0 or enhanced lanosca21riq~ arro 

d. The modification will not have any substantial detrimental effect on 
nearbv properties and the City as a whole. 

Oversize Vel~icle Reeulatio~~ 

11 5.150 Vehicles, B o & , a d T r a j l e ~  - Size in Residential Zones Limited 

1. General - Except as specified below, it is a violation of this code to park or store 
any vehicle, boat or trailer on any lot in a residential zone if that vehicle, 
tFailer is both more than nine feet in height and 22 feet in length, irrcluding 
bumpers and any other elements that are required by federal or state law for the 
operation of the vehicle, boat or trailer on public roads or waterways and 
includinq any trailer upon which such vehicle or boat rests. Any boat t h a t m  
feet or lonaer and has a qunwale which is at least five (5) feet from the qround 
when the boat is sittina on a boat trailer shall not be parked or stored in a 
required front yard. 

2. Exceptions 

a. A vehicle, boat or trailer of any size may be parked on any lot in the City for 
not more than 48 24 hours in anv consecutive seven-day period for the 
exclusive purpose of loading or unloading the vehicle, boat or trailer. 

b. The City may, using Process IIA, described in Chapter 150 KZC, approve a 
request to park or store a vehicle, boat or trailer of any size on a lot in a 
residential zone if: 

1) The parking or storage of the vehicle, boat or trailer will not be 
detrimental to the character of the neighborhood; and 

2 )  The property abutting the subject property will not be impacted by the 
parking or storage; and 

3) The placement of the vehicle, N o r  trailer will not create a potential fire 
hazard; and 

4) The parking or storage is clearly accessory to a residential use on the 
subject property and the vehicle, boat or trailer is operated by a resident 
of the subject property. 



The City may impose screening requirements, limit the hours of operation of the 
vehicle, boat or trailer, and impose other restrictions to eliminate adverse impacts 
of the parking or storage. 

Personal Wireless Service Facilities Review Process 

11 7.40 Apolication Review Process. Amend 11 7.40.1 (Planning Official Decision) and add a 
new subsection (e), to read: 

(e) Attachment of antennas to existinq buildinqs within a public park, reqardless of 
zone. 

117.40 Application Review Process. Amend 11 7.40.2 (Process I Permit) as follows: 

a)-c) No change 
d) Attachment of antennas to nonresidential buildings, such as schools or 

churches, in residential zones, except when located in a public&.3 See 
KZC 11 7.65(7). 



AT'I'ACHMENT 2 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 

PROHIBITED PLANTS LIST 

. Plants and Seeds Whose Sales are Prohibited in Washington State: 

WAC 16-752-400 through 420; 
WAC 16-752-500 through 525; and 
WAC 16-752-600 through 660. 

. King County Class A Noxious Weeds 
(see http:lldnr.metrokc.~ovlwlr/landslweeds/weedlist.cfm) 

. King County Class B Noxious Weeds 
(see http:lldnr.metrokc.~wlrllandslweedslweedlist.cfm) 

. King County Class C Noxious Weeds 
(see htt~:lldnr.metrokc.qovlwlrllandslweedslweedlist.cfm) 

. Other Prohibited Plants: 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Blackberries: 
Evergreen blackberry 
Himalayan blackberry 

Fragrant water lily 
Ivy: 

English ivy 

Atlantic ivy 
Herb Robert 
Knotweeds: 

Bohemian knotweed 
Giant knotweed 
Himalayan knotweed 
Japanese knotweed 

Old man's beard 
Poison hemlock 
Reed canarygrass 
Scotch broom 
Spurge laurei 
Yellow archangel 
Yellow flag iris 

Rubus laciniatus 
Rubus discolor or Rubus armeniacus 
Nymphaea odorata 

Hedera helix Baltica 
Hedera helix Pittsburgh 
Hedera helix Star 
Hedera hibernica 
Geranium robertianum 

Polygonum bohemicum 
Polygonum sachalinense 
Polygonum polystachyum 
Polygonum cuspidatum 
Clematis vitalba 
Conium maculatum 
Phalaris arundinacea 
Cytisus scoparius 
Daphne laureola 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon 
Iris pseudacorus 



Butterfly bush 
English holly 
English laurel 

PLANTS THAT, WHILE NOT PROHIBITED, ARE DISCOURAGED 

Buddleia davidii 
llex aquifolium 
Prunus laurocerasus 


