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IvIosr of the conccpts prcscnrcd in the Dcsign C;uidclincs 

?'his docomcnt sets forth a scrics oi Design Guideliocs, 
adoptcd by Sectioti 3.30 o f  i l ~ c  I<irl;l;md A,lunicipal 
Codc, that will be used by the (:it\; in tllc in the design 
review lorocess. I'i)r 1Zo:~td Design Ilevic\\~ (HDR), 
thc I)esig11 llcvicw Board will use these gi~idclitlcs in 
associaiion wirli rlic Design 1Icgul;ttions of the IGrkland 
Zoning Codc. 'li) ihc cslcnt that the stand;trds of the 
Design (;uidelincs or Dcsign Ke@~l;~tioris addl-css the 
s;lnlc issue but arr m~l .  entirely consisict~r or contain 
cliff't~rcnr levels of specilicit?, the Ilesign I<crie\v Doard 
\viIl dctcrminc \\rl~ich standard restilts ill siiperior design. 
1'0s Administrative Design llcoiew [;\Dl<), rhe Planning 
Oihciai will use lhcsc puidclincs \\~llcn ilcrcssar!i to 
interpret tire Design IZu~~lations. 'l'hcy arc also inrcodcd 
to assist project devclopcrs and thcir architects by 
provicltng gr;~pl\ic cxamplcs <if the intent o f  the City's 
guidclii~es and rcg~~lari(,r~s. 

.. 
architccturc (or dcsign theme. R;~!hes they \\:ill csatblish 
a greater sense of quality, unity, and conformatlcc \\~irh 
Iiirkland's physical ;issets and ci\ric role. 

' f l ~ c  Design C.;uidcEnes xvill \~:<ork with itu],ro\-ctncnts 
to stre-ecrs and parlis and the de~ckopnlcnt o f  new 
p ~ ~ b i i c  facilities to create a dynamic setting for ciiric 
acti\:ities and privare devrlol,mcnt. It is important io 
note that thcsc C;uidclincs are not intended to sk~\\r o r  
restrict development, but raihcr to ;tdd co~lsisicncy and 
prcdic~aloilit~ I< ,  111s per~nit review pnoccss. 

" 'TI,I.X,,;A,~~"'I' olro r$p/i. io wr;A~t~~;i i l  iil~tor/op,n,~~,/ ;,i I/,., C>,ilml ljn~inrrr D;.dkl (CBll), ih J,c,/,;ii~ Birii,,iri Il;slilr? (181% the 
,\-orlh Rose F~l;l/ D,,j;t,#,r~ D;<lrkr, ;,I Tote,,, Ce!,/,,y ,700 lo ,,,i.xtw/ us,, (/e~~e/op,,,e,d /hro,<<L~ou/ /he (,.;!y. 
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Kirkland Design Guidelines 
The drawing below illustrates many of the 
design Guidelines described in this appendix 

0 Pcdcstrian pledas and phccs for vendors cncouragcd t l ~ m u ~ h  
scvcml regulations. 

@ Buildings on corner lotr may be required to  incorpontc an 
nrchitccnrral or ppL.destriao-rxio,ltcd fcaturu at thc cwrner Many 
options arc possible including plnzas, artwork, turrcts, cut.ved 
CI>CIICTS, crc. 

Special architectural requirements placed o n  use of concrete 
block a n d  metal siding. 

Q ",\rchitcchlral scale" reqoiremcats dircct large buildings to fit 
morc comfortnbly with ncighboringdcvcl<,l,mcnr. This example 
cml,loys building sctl,acks, decks, curved surfaces, and ~.cccsscd 
cntrius to rcducc appenmnce of building mass. 

i I ~ k i n g g s r a g c s  on pudcstri~n-orirntecl strcers o r  through-block 
sldcwnlks mar incornorate ncdcstrnn-o~iiotcd uscs or ncdestrin- 
oricntcd space into front facades. 

Street trees required along certain streets. 

Iluman scnlc fenturcs such as bnla,nics or decks, bay wvindows, 
@ covered entrics, gable or hipped rooflines, multiple pancd 

windows, or pcdcstriao-oriet>tcd spscc $nay be rcquired. 

0 More flexible mctl~od of measuring building licigbt on slopes. 

New policies regnrding trec prsrcctiotl and cnhnncemcot 
0 of wooded slr,pes.Stsndards fur  six, quantity, quality, ~ 1 1 d  

maintet,ancc of landscape plant $materials are sct by the %~,nhlg 
(:ode. 

0 Standards for siz~., quwtit): quality, and jnaintenancc of  lxndmcapc 
plant materials arc set by tthr Zoning Code. 

0 Standards arc sct for pathw3y width, pavement, lighting, and sire 
features on rcquiced major pathways and public pmpertius. 

I\ building cornerstone o r  plaque may bc rcquircd. 

Co%vrit~g up exisring masonry or dctails with synthetic matcrialr : 

@ is restricted. 

Ground story facades of buildings m~o ppcdesrrian-oriented streerr , 
@ 0, adjaccnt a, parks n~ay  be rcquircd to fcamrc display wiodows, 

amnvork, or pcdestrkn-oricnted space. 

IJedcstriao wcatber prorection rcquired on pedestrian-ol-icntcd 
@ St<CL.tS. 

@ " 
\rchitecmral dcrail clcmcnts such as doromtivc or spccialwindows, 

doors, railin&*, grillwork, lightit~g, trellisca, pauemcnts, materials, 
or artwork to  add vis~ral interest may be rcquircd. 

Size of parking lots abutting pedestrian-oriented strcets may 
be restricted. 

@ <>uantity a3nd k,cations 01 driveways arc rc~datcd .  

@ \!isiblc scrvicc arcas and losding docks must bc rcrccncd. 

@ I'njvision for pcdertrian circulation is rcquiced it1 large pnrltiog 
lot*. 

13lmk walls near srrcotr or adincent to thn,ugh-block sidewalks 
must be treated with landscaping, artivork, o r  othcr treatmcilt. 

@ Screening of parking lotr near strcets is rcqoiced. 

Standards for curbs, sipiog, lighting, and equiptnrnt arc set for 
pwklng lots. 

Q) Inrcroal landscaping is  required on  large parking lots visible from 
the srrect, thn,ugh-block sidewalk, or a park. 

Locating parking lots in less visible areas i s  enco~nraged 

D .  
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Purpose of the Design Guidelines for Purpose of the Design Guidelines for 
Downtown Kirkland Juanita Business District 

In 1989 the Gkland  City Council adopted IGkland's The Juanita Business District Plan was adopted in 1990 
Downtown Plan which set a vision for the downtown's by d ~ e  City Council. It states that "the underlying goal 
future and outlined policies and public actions to make of redevelopment in the business district is to create 
that vision a reality. One of the recommended actions is a neighborhood-scale, pedestrian district which takes 

: the adoption of a set of Downtown Desisl Guidelines , advantage of the amenities offered by Juanita Bay." - 
to be used in reviewing all new development and major 

s part of the Juanita Business Disuict Plan, Design 
renovations in the downtown area. The goal of  the 

egulations and Design Guidelines were established for 
Design Guidelines as stated UI the plan is to 

w development and major renovations in the Business 
. . . Lala~ia the desired c1;t~eniIy of '  projet arc!,itect~~rc isuict (JBD). These guidelines and regulations are 
wiMI the equa(4 desired overs// c0herenc.e o f  the doiur~toiu~ri tended to hrher following desigtl features 
~ ~ J J I / U /  and hi~.toric '~hura~.ter: Thi~ .  ij to be achieved 
b~fi injct i~g Nito eachproJccts' creutiue des&~i procesf u 

re~,oy~~ition arid respect of dejig~i gi/ideiiries arid methods 4 Pedestrian pathways from the surro~inding 

ruhich i~corporate iiew cNIt~eiopn~e~rt i ~ t o  ~ O I ~ ~ I I ~ O I U I I ~ .  oticraN residential areas to and through the business district 

pattern. and on to Juanita Beach Park should be acquired 

In addition, the guidehnes are intended to further the 
following urban design goals stated in the plan: 4 View corridors to the lake should be explored 

through new development in the business district. 
4 Promote a sense of community identily by 

Entry features, such as signs or sculpture, should emphasizing Kitkland's natural assets, maintaining 
be established in the locations shown in the Juanita its human scale, and encouraging activities that 

make downtown the cultural, civic, and commercial Business Disuict Plan. 

heart of the cornmunit): 4 Coordinated streetscapc improvements should be 
used throughout the business district, including 4 Maintain a high-quality environment by ensuring 
street trees, street furniture, and other amenities, that new construction and site development meet 

high standards. like flowers, banners, and signs. 

4 Orient to the pedestrian by providiu~g weather 
protection, amenities, human scale elements, and 
activities that attract people to downtown. 

4 Increase a sense of continuity and order by 
cool-dinating site orientation, building scale, and 
strcetscape elements of new development to better 
fit with neighboring buildings. 

4 Incorporate parks and natural features by 
establishing an integrated nehvork of trails, parks, 
and open spaces and maintaining existing trees and 
incorporating landscaping into new developmmt. 

4 Allow for diversity and growth through flexible 
guidehes that are adaptable to a variety of 
conditions and do not restrict new development. 
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Purpose  of the Design Guidel ines  Purpose of the Desig~n Guidel ines  
fo r  North Rase Hill Business District for 'Tofen? Cen te r  

'l'he North Rose Ilill Business Ilistrict goals and policies 
\!rere adopted in 2003 as part of the North  I<osc llill 
Neigl~borhood 1'1an. I>cvclopment in the North I<ose I Jill 
13usiness Ilistrict (NRI~I1311) is ni coml>letnent the .I-otctn 
Lakc neighborhood and encourage increased residential 
catlacity to hcij, tuect Ilousing needs. (i~nimcrcial uses arc 
to be limited to those that arc cotnpatible \vith the residential 
focus (if the NRI 1331. 

As part of the N l u l  plan, design rcgulati<ins and guidelines 
rr:e~-ecs~;lbIishe~l fi,rnewdevelo~>~naita~~d~najol-~-e~~o\.afiotls 
in the Rosiness l>istr-ict (NRI 11313). Thcsc guidelines and 
rcgulatioi~s ;~ rc  intended to fnrtlrcr rhc fo1lun:iog urban 
design go;~ls and p~ilicics stated in the plan: 

+ F,nsurc that l>uBlic irnpro~~cmcnts and 131-ivatc 
d<:\,cloj,menc contribule to ncigl~borlrood quality 
and idn~ricy i t ]  t l ~ c  J3nsincss I2istrict cl1r<iugl1: 

+ l'rovidc transitions Bct\vcen commcrcial and 
residential uscs in the ncigI11~orh~)od. 

+ I'rovidc svcctscapc irnpmvcments that coruributc 
to a scnsc o i  ncighhor11oc)rl idcntit:: and cnhanccd 
visual qualit? 

Since thc focus (if the NRI1131) is <,II increasing I-esidcntial 
capaci t~  \vhilc acci~mmodating suppurt".e coinmelrial uscs, 
t-athcr thail dcrelopi~lg into a dcstinatioll retail busincss 
district, clic follo\vinj: g:uidclines do not a)>pl!- to this 
busincss district. 

In addition, the f<~llonring do not apply: 

The I<irl<land City Council adopted a nc\v ncighborliood 
plan for~l'otem i.akc in early 2002. 'I'hc vision sct kirth io the 
I'lan for 'lotenl Center is of a densc, ctimpacr cornmunit!; 
with a  nix of busit~css, commcrcial and residential uscs ;md 
a hidl lcvcl of  transit and pedcstriat~ actirit!.. 

'l'he I'lan establishes tcy ovcl:alI design principles for 
Ib tem Center, as well as specific design objectives fol: the 
I b t c ~ n  Inlce hlall (TI. 2), Itvcrgreen ilospital campus (11. 
3) ,  and the rniscd-usc area west o f  the campus (1-L 1). 
Design objccrivr:~ pmmotcd in the pla11 for 'lbteln (:cntcr 
include: 

+ Accommodate liigll dcnsit); transit-o~icntecl 
devclopmcnr, consistent \\-it11 the district's position 
in an Urban Center. 

+ linsurc that puhlic and private dcvclopmenr 
contribute to a lively an11 inviting charactcr in 
. lbrcn~ (:enter 

+ I<einf(irce the character o i  ' l i ~ t c ~ i ~  1:cntcr th~-~i i igI~ 
lx~blic itivestrucnts 

+ I1n,duce l>uildings tha~  eshiI>it hij~lr quality dcsi#n, 
incor-pornre j,erIcstria~~ fc:l~~ll-es and :ilncniric 
and (lisplay clcmetits of bor11 continuit!. and 
indiriduality 

+ Plr,ridc public spaces that arc focal points for the 
comruunity 

+ I'rovide visual and inncrional connections benveen 
adjacent de\~clopmcnts tlrrougli landscaping, pnblic 
spaces and pcdcstriao connections. 

Design considcm~ions sl>eci{ic ni the thrcc su11arc;rs 
\vithin t11c district include: 

+ Break up the Inass of larger buildings thn~ugli  
techniques such as t ~ \ \ ~ c r s  ovcl: po~liums, to crcatc 
a \-:iricd building footprint and thc pcrccpuon of a 
smaller o~cra i l  building mass. 

+ I~lcorporatc features char create distinctive roof 
fornis, to contribute to ;I s1;ylinc that is risually 
interesting thmugliout the district. 

+ I?.nsure appropriate transitic)ns from lo\ver densit?- 
uscs north of ibrem Center througl~ providing 
rcsidcnriall!- scaled fa~ades and centered building 
lrlnsscs in developtncnt along NE 137nd Strcct. 
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I 
+ Guidelines for the transit lnler to be lo~nted on the horpital 1 

! The Totem Lake Neighborhood Plan direction for the 1 2 2  
1 area is to support its growth as a vibrant, intensive retail 
i center for the Kirkland communihi and surround& repion. - - 
i These guidlines are intended to promote the vision of this 

area as a "village-like" community gatl~edng place, with high- 
quality urban and architectural design in redevelopment. To 

campus should be developed and incorpomted withguidelines 
for the rzst o f  the ~vmpus. 

The following guidelines do not apply to Totem Center: 

+ Height Measurement on Hillsides 

+ Views of Water 

provide for flexibility and increased development potential, 
while ensuring coordinated development and design 
integrity over time, redevelopment should occur within 

i 
I the context of an overall site development or h,Iaster Plan 
j for the entire property. 

I I I ! 
The Totem Lake Nejghborhood Plan acknowledges the j 

I .  
i 

important role the hospital plays in the G-kland community, / I ,,trOduction ! 
and supports growth on the campus to strengthen this role. 

. . .  , Des~gn objecuves stated in the Plan for the Evergreen 
1 Hospital campus are consistent with those expressed in 
i the Master Plan approved for the site: 

+ Taller buildings should be located toward the 
center of the site and designed to minimize 
shadowing and transition impacts on residential 
areas. 

+ Public access to usable green spaces on the campus 
can help to offset the impacts of taller buildings on 
the site. 

+ Ensure canlpus edges are compatible with 
neighboring uses. 

+ Enhance and improve pedestrian access with the 
campus and to surrounding uses, particularly the 
transit center and to TL 2. 

The approved Master Plan for the hospital campus 
includes additional, unique design guidelines that apply to 
institutional development in a campus environment: 

+ Respond to Phq'si~zI Envi~'onmen New biddings 
should be attractive as well as functional additions 
to the campus. 

+ Enhana the $&:/in6 The upper portion of buildings 
should be designed to promote visual interest 
and variety on the skyline, except where building 
function dictates uninterrupted vertical mass. 

+ Avoid 6fank facades in buildings lolated on thcpelimeter 
of' the campu~~. 

+ Use materiab und forms that reinfone the uisual cohetvn~r 
o f  the campm. 

+ Prouide inuifing anduseable open  pace. 
+ Enhuna the '.ampus with vithndrcaping. 

Successhl pedestrian-oriented business distdcts, as opposed 
to "commercial strips," depend upon making pedestrian 
circulation more convenient and attractive than vehicular 
circulation, because the retail strategy for such districts is 
to encourage the customer to visit often and for more 
than one purpose at a time. The desired shopping pattern 
is for the customer to park in a convenient locntion and 
walk to several different businesses or attractions. The 
guidelines in this section focus on creating a high-quality 
pedestrian environment, especially along pede.rt~ian-oriented 
streets. Pedestrian-oriented streets are specific streets defined 
for each business district. 

This section also deals with building elements that detract 
from pedestrian qualities. One such detraction is a large 
expanse of blank wall, which, when adjacent or near to 
neighboring properties or overlooking public areas, can be 
intrusive and create undesirable conditions for pedestrians 
and neighbors. Therefore, the guidelines direct new 
development to treat blank walls with landscaping, building 
modulation, or other elements to reduce the impact of blank 
walls on neighboring and public properties. 

The guidelines dealing with the spatial and funcuonal 
integration of sidewalk areas and building elements address 
several issues: 

+ Width of s~dewalk to accommodate pedestrian 
flow, building entrances, and other sidewalk 
activities. 

+ Pedestrian weather protection. 

+ "Pedestrian-friendly" building fronts. 

+ Other building facade elements that improve 
pedestrian conditions along the sidewalk. I 

+ Mitigation of blank walls and screening of service I 
areas. 
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A sidewalk should support a variety and concentration 
Sidewalk Width: Movement Zone i of activity yet avoid ove~rowding and congestion. The 

Issue avenge sidewalk width should be between l0'and 18'. New 
I buildings on pedesmman-oriented streets should be set back Pedestrian movement is a primary Fnnction of sidewalks 1 a sufficient distance to provide at least 10' of sidewalk. If The sidewalk has three overlapping parts with different i 

functions: the corb zone, the movement zone, and the 1 oufdoo'dining, seatio& vending, Or 
ire an 

storefront or activity zone. additional setback is necessary. I 
A well-sized and uncluttered movement zone allows I , Special Consideration 
pedestrians to move at a comfortable pace. People can : 

t for Downtown Kirkland I 
window-shop comfortably and enjoy a relaxed atmosphere : 

without bumping into swet signs, garbage cans, or I Most of the business core of Kirkland is already developed 

people. with fairly narrow sidewalks. New development should I 
1 provide sidewalks at the recommended width. Providing 

Discussion ! wider sidewalks throughout downtown is a long-term : 

An adult person measures approximatel)- 2' across the 
shoulders, but a pedestrian carrying grocery bags, pushing 
:a baby carriage or bicycle, or walking a dog measures 3' 
across. A window-shopper will require a minimum of 2'- 
6" to 3' wide space to avoid being pushed or having their 
view obstructed. 

The movement zone should be at least 10' to 12' wide so 
that two couples can comfortably pass one another. This 
same space also will allow one person to pass a couple 
while another person passes from the opposite direction. 
In  business districts add 3' to the storefront activity zone 
for window-shopping. 

endeavor. I 
Special Consideration 
for Juanita Business District 
A concentrated, organized, retail-oriented core with a 
unified pedestrian circulation n e n d i s  a goal of the Juanita 
Business District. The pedestrian system will also senye to 
connect the perimeter of the district to the core. 

Special Consideration 
for Totem Center 

I 
New development in TL2 should provide sidewalks at 
the recommended width, to contribute to the pedestrian- 
orientation of new development. Public gathering places, 
such as pedesuian-oriented plazas linked to the sidewalk, 
should be encouraged. 

Design Guidelineh Pedestrion.Oriented Business Dinrich 6 



Sidewalk Width - Curb Zone 

Issue 

The curb zone contains parking meters, garbage cans, 
ne\vspaper stands, street signs, light poles, mail boxes, 
phone booths, bus stops, and trees. The curb zone is also 

; a buffer henveen ~~el~icular traffic and pedestlians. 

Discussion 

The curb zone may be integrated into the sidewak design 
in a number of ways. 

4 A ciirlJ yoiiz ~ui/hpu~al/e/purkiig. Getting in and out 
of parked cars requires 2'-6"; so the curb zone 
width should be between 4'-6" and Y-6". 

4 1 1  ~wrh yo118 ~~~itl,o~tpnra/Ielpt~rki~g. Space is not 
needed to park cars; the curb zone width should be 
between 3' and 4'. 

+ A CUP+ yonc ~vith rt~cet/i,,nit,im ~.111ste,rd ~ I I  side~ualk 
bi~/b.r a loq  the i/reet;parkir~ ir alfotfed it1 tl,cpo'.ket~ 
betiueen //re br//lrr. Clusters of street elements - 
benches, newspaper stands, covered bus stops - 
require a sidewalk width of about 8' to 12'. 

The curb zonc rnay be visually separated from the movement 
zone by changes in color or surface material. Street furniture 
and other elements may be grouped atid unified by color 
and shape to give the street a less cluttered appearance. 

The design of the curb zone and street elements provides 
an oppormnity for %kland to develop a visual identity 
that differs from street to street yet is still characteristic 
of Kirkland. 

Guidelines 

Street elements - trees, parking meters, signs - should be 

organized in the curb zone to reduce congestion. During 

busy periods, pedestriat~s rnay use the curb zone for 

walking. 

Where pedestrian traffic is the heaviest, sidewalk bulbs 

can be constructed to accommodate bike racks, waste 
receptacles, and newspaper racks. Corner bulbs also 

ix~crease pedestrian visibifiy. 
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Sidewalk Width - 
' The Storefront Activity Zone 

The ~vidth of a ~ m o p y  or a~unilg depends on ifsj111~fi011. A 3' to 
4' canopy will provide rain cover for window-shopping. A 
5' or greater canopy will provide cover for a street sale, and - . . 

i issue i a 7' to 8' canopy will provide room for a window shopper 

The storefront activinr zone is the most important area for and a passing couple. 

improving pedestrian amenities because it offers protection, 
a provides space for sidewalk activities, and is a transition 

from the public space of the sidewalk to the private space 
of the budding. 

. . 

The width o f  the sidewalk should be considered when sizing 
the awning. \Water spilling down the edges of awnings is 
unpleasant; thus the awning should be either extended or 
shortened if there is not room for hvo people to pass one 

Discussion another either under the awnmg or outside the awtung 

At least 10' of the sidewalk must be Icept for pedestrian 
movement. In addition, there must be room for other 
activities that add life and interest to the street. Window 
shopping requires a minimum of 2'-6". Other activities 
require: 

Bench for sitting: 4' min. 

Vendor: 4' min. (6' preferable) 

Outdoor dining: 6' min. (one table) 

Outdoor displays: 4' min. (6' preferable) 

The activity desired in the storefront activity zone can 
vary from property to property. This may result in a more 
animated sidewalk environment with protected alcoves and 
niches. 

Guideline 

New buildings sbould be set backa sufficient distance from 
tile front property line a nzinimum of 10' to &ow enougll 
room for pedestrian movement. Wider setbacks sl~oold be 
considered to acconltnodate other sidewalk uses tllat would 
benefit their businesses and the pedestrian environment. 
Lighting and special paving of the storefront activity zone 
are also beneficial. 

Pedestrian Coverings 
lssue 
Pedestrian coveimgs such as awnings and canoples offer 

The arditecillrc o f  the h~~iidi tg  determines the appropriate 
placement and style of the canopy or awning. ii canopp 
should be continuous in shape, design, and placement 
tl~roughout a buildu~g. 

The ovcralis~yie r$' a Jtrmt should guide the choice of type, 
color, and size of coveiings. The quality of light emanating 
from awnings or canopies sbould be controlled. The baclt-lit 
plastic awning typical of fast food chains is inappropriate 
on pedestrian streetscapes. 

The mown oj' treescan be a canopy in its own right by defining 
space and providing shelter. Canopies and awnings should 
be appropriately dimensioned to allow for tree growth. 

Thc ~.trcet opt. A ~ i c h  variety of canopies and awnings is 
particularly desirable on pedesttian-oriented streets and less 
important on automobile-oriented streets. 

Nununifonn Awnings and Facndes 
(Recommended fur Pedestrian Oriented Streets) 

shelter, provide spatial enclosure, and add des~gn ultereat 
to a retali streetscape 

Guideline 
Discussion 
The des~gn of awnings and canoples should be coordmated 
ulth a number of factors. 

Awnings or canopies should be required on facades facing 
pedestrian-oriented sidewalks. A variety of styles and colors 
should be encouraged on pedestrian-oriented streets, and 
a more continaoas, unifornl style encouraged for large 
developmests on entry arterial streets. 
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Special Consideration "Pedestrian-Friendly" Building Fronts I 
1 for Totem Center 

lssue I Since pedestrians move slowly along the sidewalk, the street 
Building setbacks were o w a l l y  developed to Promote level of buildings must be interesting and varied. Since 
"~edestrian-frie~dl~'' building providing light, the potential exists for large tenants to locate within TL 2, 
air, and safety. But dull building facades and building I efforts should be made to the impacts of these 
setbacks that are either too wide or too narrow can destroy uses along pedestrian-oriented streets and concourses. 
a pedestrian streetscape. A successful pedesaian business ! ~l~~~ 120x1s A~~~~~ NE, buildings should be designed 
district must provide interesting, pedestrian-friendly / to add along the by providing multiple 
building facades and sidewalk activities / entrance points to shops, continuous weather protection, 

Discussion / outdoor dining, transparency of windows and interactive 
I window displays, entertainment and diverse architectural 

Building Fronts should have pedestrian-Giendly features j elements, 
transparent or decorative windows, public entcmnces, murals, 
bulletin boards, display windows, seating, or street vendors ! Ground floor development in TL 2 should be set close to I that cover at least 75 percent of theground-level storefront ; the sidewalk along pedestrian streets and concourses to 
surface between 2' and 6' above the sidewalk 1 orient to the pedestrian and provide an appropriately-scaled 

environment. 

%ing areas for restaurant and merchandise displays should 
allow at least a 10'wide pavement strip forwallung. Planters 
can define the sitting area and regulate pedestrian flow 

Blank walls severely detract Gom a pedest&n streetscape. 
To mitigate the negative effects of blank walls: 

+ Recess the wall with niches that invite people to 
stop, sit, and lean. 

I 1 + Allow street vendors. 

! + Install trellises with climbing vines or plant 
I materials. 
I 

1 Provide a planting bed with plant material that 
i 
i 

screens at least 50 pexent of the surface. 

I Provide artwork on the surface. 
! 

Guideline 

AU building fronts should have pedestrian-friendly 
features as listed above. 

Upper-Story Activities 
Overlooking the Street 
Issue 
Upper-story architecnnal features such as balconies, roof 
decks, and bay windows improve the relation benveen the 
upper-story living and working units and the street. Upper- 
story activity provides additional security at night - people 
overlooking a street tend to "patrol" it - and give the street 
a more human, people-oriented quality 

Discussion 
All buildings should have either an individual balcony or bay 
window for each dwelling unit or a collective roof deck that 1 

overlooks the street or both. This is especially important 
on the second and third floors where it is easier to establish 
connection with people on the street level. i 
Retail stores, offices, and studios liven second stories, 
particularly at night when second story activities are 
silhouetted. 

Balconies should have direct access from an interior room 
and be at least 6' in depth so that two or three people can 
sit at a small table and have enough room to stretch their 
legs. 
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Plailtiirgs arc cncuuragcd on b;~lconies and roof decks 
in order to bring more greenery i~ri,) the City \Vindow 
scaring at bay windo\\zs enables pcol,lc to sit by a \\iind<jw 
and o\:erlool; the street. 

Guideline 

All buildil~gs on l>edestri.*n-oriented streets should be 

etlcooraged to have ttl>j>l'er-story activities overlooking the 
slreet, :IS rvell as bnlcorlies z~nd roof decks with direct access 

from living spaces. Planting trellises and irchitectural 

elements are encour.aged in coajtrnction with rlecks and 

bay rvindows. lipper-story colnmercial activities are also 

encourqtd. 

Lighting 1'rot-u Buildings 

Issue 

0 r c r l ) o ~ c r i o g  and uniform illn~ninaiion ct:eates glare and 
destroys the quality 01' nigh1 light. \X'cll-placed lights will 
form individual pr~ols of  liglrt and maintain sufficicnr 
lighting lcvcls ror sccul-i~y a i ~ d  saict!- I X I ~ ~ O S C S .  

Discussion 

i \ l l  bnilding crbcrics should be lighted lo lprorect occupaiics 
and i>~n* idc  an inviri~rg al:ca. 

I(oildin?; facades, ;~u:niilgs, 2nd signs shoold nor bc lighted 
witlr o \ ~ r l i < , u u i t ~ g  and uniform lights. 'l'1re)- shooid bc 
lighted \vitl~ I~~r\~-lc.r-~:l builditlg-~rlouiltcd liglrts atrd placcd 
apaw to form 1xx)ls o f  ligli~. 1,igIxting Sr<im stol-eironrs, 
canopies, or a\voi~lgs is a ~cr!. attrac~ivc ;in(l cf%ciiv<: way 

to light sidc\\iall;s. 

I<ccotumcmIcd klinimutu IAight I.c\.cl: 

+ l'rimar!: pcdcstrinn \vall<.\va!.: 2 f c ~ r ~ t  candle 

+ Secondary pcdcsu-iair \v-allway: 2 foot candle 

8 I'arl;ing lor: 1 foot candle 

Guideline 

All building entries shoold be rvell lit. Bizilrling facades 
in pedestrian areas should provide lighting to rrralkrr,ays 
end sider~~all~s througlx boilding-~~xomlred lights, canopy- 

or axvniz>g-mounted l igl~ts,  ;tnrl display rviodou. l igl~ts.  
Encourage variety in the use of ligl~r fisttlres to give visrzal 
variety from one building fitc;~de to t l ~ e  next. Baclc-lit or 
internally-lit tr;mslucent arvnhzgs should be prohibited. 

Pedestriarr-Orierl'red Plazas 
Issue 

l i x )  ofleo wc see well-designed - I,iir empr!. - plazas. 
'lberc is no (dear formula fur desiglitrg a pl:txal bot a p(1orl)- 
dcsigncd plaza will not artract pcoplc. 

Discussion 

I'iazas should bc ccotrally 1oc;tted on major avenues, closc 
10 IIUS s t ~ j x ,  or r\.lrerc t11el-c are stnmg pedestrian Llo\vs on  
ncighboting siden:aiks. 

Plazas should bc n o  more rlran 6O':rcross and no mom than 
3' abox-c or below rllc sidcw;illr. 'l'llc!. lnusr bc llandicappcd 
acccssi1,le. 

1'laz;~s sirould have piet~i) 01' i ~ c ~ ~ c l t c s ,  steps, and ledges fc~r 
s a t i i  ;\( least one lillcar T < ~ < r r  o i  seating per i O  sqoasc 
fc-rt of plaza area should be l ~ r o ~ L k d ;  scaling s h ~ n ~ l d  Ira\-e 
a minimum depth oi 16". 

I.ocaic the plaza in a sunny spot ;and encourage public arc 
:tad orher anrcniUcs. ,It lcasr 50 pcrccnt o i  the 1 0 ~ 1 1  fir~nrage 
r , i  buildii~g \valls facitig a plaza should be occupied I>!- retail 
usos, scrcct vendors, or- otlicr j~cdesc,-ian-oriei~~c~i uscs. 

Provklc plcnc): of planting 1,cds for gl:ound ccn.cr or clrrul~s. 
Otrc tree slro~ild be rcqoiscd [<,I: ever) 2CIO square icet ;u :I 
~nasimum spaci~~g of 2.5' apart. Spcci:il prccair~ion nrust be 
i2l;en to preveni trees fiom blocldng rlrc sun. 

~~~ 
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/ Guideline I Blank Walls 
1 Successhl pedestrian-orientedplazas are genenlly located Issue 

in sunny areas alonga weU-tmvejedpedestrian route. Plazas , ~ l ~ ~ k  create imposing and dull visual barriers. on 
I 

mustprovideplentyof sittiwareas andameniriesandgive ' the otl~er hand, blank walls are ready "canvases" for art, 
! people a sense of enclosure and safety 1 murals, and landscaping. 

Special Considerations for Totem Center , Discussion 
PubIic spaces, such as landscaped and/or Furnished plazas 
andcourtyards should be incorporated into the development, 
and be visible and accessible from either a public sidewalk 
or pedestrian connection. Primary pedestrian access points 
to retail development in TI. 2 along 120th Avenue NE may 
be especially effective locations for public plazas. 

Open spaces are especiauy important in TL I,  where the 
built environment may be dense. WeU designed open spaces 
in front of and between buildings, visnaUy linked with the 
open spaces of adjacent developments, will help to provide 
relief for the pedestrian. 

Pedestrian Connections 
Issue 
The ability to walk directly into a commercial center from 
the public sidewalk or a bus stop is essential to both 
pedestrian and vehicular safety 

Discussion 
Well defined, direct pedestrian connections from the 
buildinz to the oublic sidewalk are not alwavs available in " 
commercial centers. The connection between the internal 
pedestcian system on the site and the public sidewalk is often 
interrupted by landscaping or an automobile drivexvay. 

Properly located landscaping can be used along with special 
paving to help define pedestrian links through the site 

Guideline 

Commercial developments should have well defined, 
safe pedestrian walkways that minimize distances from 
the public sidewalk and transit facilities to the internal 
pedestrian system and building entrances. 

Blank wu/h on shvefjkonts. Blank walls on retail frontage 
deaden the surrounding space and break the retail condnuiv 
of the block. Blank walls should be avoided on street 
front elevations. The adverse impact of a blank wall on 
the pedestrian streetscape can be mitigated through art, 
landsca~ine. street vendors, sims, kiosks, bus stops, or 

A -. . - -  - 
seating. Design guidelines in New York, San Francisco, 
and Bellevue recommend that ground floor retail with 
pedestrian-oriented displays be the primary uses in 
commercial districts. This approach is meant to restore ; 
and maintain vitality on the street via continuous rows of ' 
retail establishments. 1 
Blank wa/h perperrd~zlur to ~.t~vet jiont~.. In some cases fire 1 
walls require the intrusion of a flat, unadorned surface. , 
These conditions merit landscaping or artistic treaunent. 
Examples of such treatment include installing trellises for 
vines and plant material, providtng landscaped planting beds 
that sueen at least 50 percent of the wall, incorporating 
decorative tile or masonry, or providing artwork (mural, 
sculpture, relief) on the waU. 

Guideline 

Blank walls should be avoided near sidewalks, parks, and 
pedesninn areas. Where unavoidable, blank walls should 
be treated m'th landscaping, art, or other architectural 
treatments. 
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1 j Pathway Width 
/ Issue 
/ Pathways must be sufficiently wide to handle proiected 

wide is unnecessarily costly anda poor;se of space. 

1 Introduction 1 Discussion 
i A pedestrian path of 10' to 12' can accommodate groups i Site features and pedestrian amenities such as lighting, i 

i of persons walldng four abreast or two couples passing benches, paving, waste receptacles, and other site elements ! 
: are an important aspect of a pedestrian-oriented business ~ each other. 

i district's character. If these features are design-coordinated A path near a major park feame or special fadlitf. like a 
and k h  quality, they can help to unify and upgrade the transit center should be at least 12' wide. An 8' path will : 
district's visual character. Development of a master plan accommodate pedestrian traffic of less than 1,000 
for public spaces can provide a coordinated approach to 1 per hour. 
their installation throughout the district. 

Empirical Comparison: 
The guidelines in this section apply primarily to elements + Lake path = 8' 
associated with street right-of-ways, public parks, and + Burke-Ghan Path = 8' 
required majo~'peak~hianpathways. Although the standards do ; + ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ l  = 8'to 14' 
not apply to private property, except where a n~a/brpehstriarr i 

1 pafhwq is required, property owners are encouraged to ; 
I ! utilize the standards in private development where they are : Guideline 

appropriate. However, there may be cases where different i ~~~j~ major pa&ways to be at least 8' wide. 
I site feamreg such as light fixtures and benches, should be ' o & ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  wi& less ac,j,+lycu, be 8 wide. 

selected to complement the architectural design of the 
individual site. Special Considerations for Juanita 

i 
1 Business District 

Through-site connections from street to street are a 
desirable pedestrian amenity in Land Use Area JBD-I. 

The goal of these pedestrian connections d be to knit 
the individual developments into a more cohesive whole, 

: providing convenient pedestrian mobility throughout ex-en 
if the parcels are developed individually. 

I Special Consideration for North Rose HiN 1 
Business Distrid 

I 
Rddings in the NRI-IBD will be setback at least ten feet 

; from the sidewalk. Landscaping and entry feames will be 
located within this setback yard. Therefore, the sidewalk 
can be somewhat narrower than on a pedestrian oriented 
street. 

Special Considerations for Totem Center 

I Through-site connections from street to street, between , I the upper and lower portions of TL 2, and within TL 2 
: are needed to proxlde convenient pedestrian mobility, and 
I to contribute to the village-like character desired for TL ' 2. Pedestrian connections to surrounding related uses, 
1 such as the hospital campus and transit center should also 

be provided.= Design Guidetin.: Psdes!rion-Oriented Business Districts 12 



Within TI. 1, buildings sliould be set back at icast icn fcct 
from the sidc\valk. 1,andsc:lping and entry feaci11-cs s l i~~uld  
be located mitliin this setbaclc pascl, allowing the sidcmalk 
to bc soincs~h:rt narro\iicr than on ;I pcclcstri;tn oricntcd 
street. 

12edes"iiarr Paths and Amet-rities 
Issues 

Pedestrians rerliiirc inore dcrailcrl visual srimuli than do  
people in fast moving vehicles. I'edestrian paths sliould be 

., . safe, cnjopnblc, and inwrestin& 

Discussion 

Strcct iurniturc such as l~cnclics, planters, fountains, :lnd 
sculptures etihancc the risi1:ll cxpcricncc and I-educe 
app:mnt m;ilking lcngrlis. I'l:uite~-s, cull>s, ~.:iils, and other 
raised sui-f:lccs can ;1ls(1 he used for scaling. Any iiciglit 
bcta~een 12" to 20" \vill do u:itli 16" to 18" being 111c best. 
An a1,priqxi~css'"t uticltli r;lngcs i i - I I I ~  6" i.11 21". 

Unit pwing such as stones, Ixicks, 01- tiles slio~zld bc installed 
on small plazas and ;Ireas of  spcci:ll inrerest. hsphalr can i ~ c  
used on minor routcs to I-c(lucc cost and maintenance. Trees siiould be of adeciuatc size ti1 crcatc an imlncdi:itc 

impact and hare :I good cliance r ~ f  suruival. Spccics \villi 
For saict), rc;ls<rns, i ight i~~g slioiild be planned along ;tll  

iii\~asivc root systems or that ilrc P ~ O I I C  to disease, i ~ i t ~ l c r a ~ i t  pedesrriao p~tlis .  1,ightiog can osigin;irc cir1ic1- fi-om sueer 
OC p<~llution, or sIi~rt-Ii~'cd s l i ~ ~ l l d  be av~ idcd .  

lights or fl-oni I,uilding-moi~nte~l lighis. Strcei rsccs and 
shrubs slic~nld be planted along all petlcstrian n.:iliin?ays and ~ ~ i d ~ l i ~ ~  
irscil to scrccn parking lots. For safcty and ;~ppca':iticc 

The City shouklprepare a con~prchensive street tree planting ~ ~ u t q ~ o s c ~  trees mid slirri1,s sliould be pi-uried regi~larly. 
plan recoznnmding species and ~eilel.alized locations. 

Street Trees 
Issues 

Strccts arc tlic conduits of life in a community. '1'11~: 
lepctition of trees horclering sirccts can unify a commitnity's 
landscape. l'rccs :ldd colcrl-, tcsiiisc, :~iid forni to an 
othcra:ise liarsli :ind discortiaiir ilrl~nn cnvin~nmcnt. 

;I s t rong strcct tree pl;ititing sclietiic can cstablisli 
community identity and proridc a I-cspirc from rhc u,catlicr 
and the built cnvir<~nmcnt. large, deciduous trees planted 
in r(~u:s on each side (11' the street can biingvisual coniinuit!. 
to l<irliland - particuklrly on major entry arterials. S~ualler 
trees should be planted in c<~nlincd areas. 

Strcct trecs n~iil not ilbscurc hi~sincsscs fi-r,m tlic strcct if 
thc appropriate trees are selected and maintainc(l. Branches 
c:ln frame ground Roor businesses, allu\viiig bus and trucli 
inovernent \vliilc enhancing tlic pedestrian ctivimtimcot. 

Special Considerations for 
Downtown Kirkland 

!\ stiong street tree pl:inting sclicinc is especially import;ini 
in ~ l ~ ~ \ r n t < ~ \ \ ~ n  bccausc (IF tlie \:aricty of scalc and archircciure 
encr~uraged in private dcx-cloptiicnr. . Ia jor  entries i n u ~  
liirkland, cspcci;llly aloiig (:ciitral \Yl:x!; 1Cirl;land ,.\\~cnuc, 
I.nlie Strcct, and XIarl;cr Street, slioiild l,e unitird by a stl-ong 
stsect tree program. 

Sonle preliminary ideas for a street tree planting 
plan are: 

I I :  'Tu-o rt~\rrs o f  irces on each side could be 
planted (one so\\. near the curb :lnd one roli. in chc recluired 
setback 0x1 die perimeter of parlailg lots as in Par1ipl:ice). 
T'lie nro  ro\\rs could fcatul-c uniform piantings of  specics 
approximately 600' to 800' long. The species could cliangc 
so tliat different comhin:ltions of species occur along 
Central \Fay. This n:ould provide a continuous boulerarrl 
cifcct aild incoupo~-ate tlie existing trees. 
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/ P / :  I'lowcl-ing 11c;rr trees might bc ;I good <ilxion 
sincc they h:tvc tigllt narro\\. shapesl atrl-:~c~i\-c 1l11wc1-s. :and 
darl; green fciliagc. I'llorinia standards might 11e another 
ol1tic1i1 since ii~ey are small and 11;1vc briglit. red ex-ergrccn 
f<lli;lgc. 

Special Considerations for 
Juanita Business District 

Strcct trees i r i  ci~c business district sh~inld he i~l~gmtlcd 
with \~aricwcs that \\-ill 110t 11lock vicn:,s of l~usincsscs or 
the lake. 

Sollie prelimitiary ideas for a street  tree 
pla t l t i t~g plat1 are: 

9Rt11 A v e ~ i u e  NE: l.imh up existing mal>les and add 
Ilo\verirrg pear trccs (flo\x~crs and good fall c(110r) along 
the curb. 

J~larlila Drive: Clioosc stl.cct rrccz that \\.ill screen l:~rgc 
builclings but still allow ric-ws to rile lalx (flowvering pcars 
lor example). 

97133 Ave t~ue  NE/lZOth P k ~ c e  NE: Plant trecs to scl-ecn 
parliing lots and sc~:ricc entrances. I'ossibilities arc zcll;ova 
(elm-like with good fall color) o r  flon-cring pcars. 

Special considerations for 
North Rose Hill Business District 

1'c:at~lrc a diverse planting of street w c s  that rake into 
ac.count width o f  landscape strip, location of  mrcrhead 
utility liilcs, atld inaintct~ance requircmcnts. 

Some prcli~ninary idcas for a strcct tree planting plan arc: 

NE 116"' Street: ,\dd street irecs that \\:ill 11oTfcr the 
j,edcstrian corridor fro111 traffic \vIiile pnnriding some 
visual acccss to adjacent businesses. (Quercus rubl.;~ (red 
oal;), l'ilia curdata '(;rcciispirc' (litrlclcaf li~ldcn). Z c l l ~ ~ v a  
scrt:ara 'Village Gireo' for csa1111,lcj. 

123"'Aver111e NE: (:h<~osc street trees that \vill 11ufrt.r the 
pedestrian but still a l lo~~i  some visual :~ccess I<, adjoining 
businesses ((;arpinus japonicus (lapanesc Bornbeam), 
(:ercidiph!:lluri~ japonicutu (I<;~lsui;i), l'rasint~s pcnns):lx,anic;~ 
'Sumtnit' (Sulnmit ash)fi)r esaolplc). 

Slater Avertoe NE: ,kid tree5 nit11 fl<,wcrs and guc~d 
fall colors as ;I transition to 111c residential portion o f  tilt 
~lcighborhood (kIalus sl,. (Llowenng crab). Styras japooici~s 
(Jal'anesc snowbell), Cratacgus 11hacnopyruin (LVasl?ingron 
h;~vvtllor~l), I'roous pados 'Summer C;lo\\-i (bird cherry- red 
Ica\:cs) for cs;~mpIc). 

Special Considerations for Totem Center 

Srrcct trees ~vithin this area should be sclcctcd to achicvc 
tllc varying objectives of the district. Sonic ijrclinrinary 
ideas fix a street trcc planting lplan arc: 

Totem Lake  Boalevard: South c,f N1: 128"' Srrccr, 
trees shc~uld bc l~lanrcd that balance the fio:~ls oT crc:~ting 
;I "grcenxvay" along the boulcrard, providing a safc and 
inviting pc<lcst>:ian expel-icoce and enz~bling risibil i~y 
of the site's l~usincsses 1x1 t l ~ c  frce\va)- t~:a~-clcr. Smaller 
trees planted ar frcclucrlt inter\-211s anchored by largcr, 
"l~<~ulc\::~rd" trccs at primary site ciitrailccs \\:<iuld achieve 
tiicsc ohjccrivcs. .'is ail allernatire or ndrlicr,n:~l c < ~ n ~ p o n c ~ i t ,  
g ~ ~ u l > i n g s  of trccs planted behind a mcandcl:ing sidc\vallr 
may also bc effecti~.e. 

Nortli o f  NI!, 178'1' Surcct to X C  l32""trcc~_ planriiigs 
should be unified \vith those used along 'lbrem 1.al;c 
Bonlc\.ard to the south. 

120"' Avenue NE: Sour11 of NI: 128"' Street, clir~ose 
srrcct trccs that \rill emphasize the pcdcsrria~l connection 
between the uppcr and lower mall, such as the use o f  
larger trccs at crossings and major points (if entr!.. 
Choose spacing and varieties r o  create a plaza-like 
character to encooiagc pedestrian activir!: 'fiecs in 
planters and colorfill flo\\-cr beds \rill soften the area 
for ~x~les t r ians  but allow visual access to adioining 
husinesscs. 

[~ ~, 
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The tree planting plan used along NE 128'" Street benveen 
Totem Lake Boulevard and 120"' Avenue NE should be 
continued to the segment of 120"'i\venne NE between NE 
128"' Strect and NE 132"" Sweet, to provide a consistent 
identity throughout the district. 

NE 132"d Street: Create a strong streetscape element, 
inviting to the pedestrian, with street trees proportionate 
to adjacent land uses. 

Public Improvements 
and Site Features 

Issue and Discussion 

The quality and character of public improvements and site 
features such as street and park lights, benches, planters, 
waste receptacles, pavement materials, and public signs 
are critical components of a city's image. Standards for 
p u b h  inlprovements and site feahlres, along with n master 
plan for public spaces, will assist in the development of a 
coordinated streetscape tl~atwillunify thevarietyof private 
development. Successful standards help assure lugh qualily, 
low ~naintenance site feahlres, and simplify the purchase 
and replacement of feahlres for parks and public works 

Since public improvement standards have long-term 
implications for the community, relevant City dcparttnents 
must be involved in their development to make sure all 
concerns are met. Standards should permit some flexibhty 
and address technical issues such as cost, availability, 
hand~capped access~b~l~ty, and durablhty 

Guideline 

The Deparbnent of Planning and Commenity Development, 
along with other City departments, should develop a set of 
public improvement and site feature standards for use in 

pedestrian-oriented business districts. T l ~ e  standards can 

be the same or rmique for each district. A master plan 

for public spaces within a district should he adopted to 

coordinate placement of the features and otherwise carry 

out the Comprehensive Plan. 

The City of Kirkland should work with interested groups 
to design a public sign sj:stem for gateways, pathways, 
information kiosks, etc., with a signature color palette and 
identiking logo. 

Entry Gateway Features 

Issue 
The Comprehensive Plan calls for gateway features at the 
key entry points ulto neighborhoods and business districts. 
Entry points differ in topography, available space, and 
surroundtng visual character; nevertheless, gateway features 
should be reinforced by a unified design theme. Gateway 
features can be different in size or configuration, yet still 
incorporate similar materials, landscaping, graphics, and 
design elements. 

Discussion 
The gateway features should frame and enhance views. 
Large sign bridges or flaslung graphics would dominate 
the view and ate ulapprop~iate. Consistent elements that 
could be incorporated at all entry points might include: 

+ Distinctive landscaping such as floral displays or 
blue-green colored evergreen foliage. 

+ Multicolored masonr); perhaps forming a screen or 
waU on which an entry sign is placed. 

+ A distinctive light such as a column of  glass block 
or cluster of  globes. 

+ A uni€yiig device such as t l~e dist~ict's logo. In 
Downtoum I<irkland, for examplc, a triangular sail 
logo could be a metal weather vane or an actual 
fabric sail on a steel armature. 

+ 4 repetitive element such as a series of closely 
spaced sails or lights. 

+ A tl-ellis inco~porating landscaping. A rrellis or 
arbor is adaptable to space constraints. 

Similar artwork such as a different animal or bird 
sci~lpnlre at each entry. 
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Guideline 

Consli.uc1 entry galerrily Cenlul-es a1 localions rloted in 

the Com~~reBeasii*e Pl;~n. Gaterrmys m;ly be construcled 
in coitjonction wirh cornrtzcrcial dcvelopmexlt. Emphasis 

sbotlld IBC placed on franzirlg the vierrr into llle district. 

Special Corlsiderafion 
for Downtown Kirkland 
. . I he transit ccntcr is anorhcr "gatcl\.a)." cslx~-imlcc. The 
center shoulrl bc a f<~c:il feature tl-tat pro\-ides c(unfi)rt 
and amenities for transit users. Sonse lorm of shcltcr 
\\;it11 a stmug arcliitcctural i~lenrir)- shouki be pursucd. 

Special Consideration 
for Juanita Business District 

?'he entry features should be "ideniit!:-givi11g elc~sse~~ts" 
that rcflcct the business district :indJuanita Ilay If 
successful the!. can become an idcntifving symbol or logo 
for thc district and an attractk~n in thcmsclvcs. 

Special Consideration for 
North Rose Hill Business District 

l lsc public art and prirare efforts to establish gateway 
Eeatui-cs that sircngthcn tllc character and identity of  
the neighborhood. Use landscal,itlg, signs, strucrurcs or 
other features that identify the ncipJ~borlsood. 

At the soothwest corner of NI; 11(,"' Strcct and 171'" 
r\~.cnuc N E  a i~cigl~borhood gateway fealuuc such as 
<IIXLI space or p l r ~ a  with sigii:igc sl~oold hc integrated 
\virls a ]pedestrian conncciion linlcing Slnter and N1: 116"' 
Strcct. In the altcmatirc, s comer laud marli consisting 
<)I o cornbi~~atiou of open space :md arci1itcclural 
l~uilding design icatures should be pro\-idcd to identify 
the bosincss disrrict. 

Special Considerations 
for Totem Center 

'l'hc 'liansit Ccntcr on the hr>spital caiispus should he a 
"land~nark" feature for both thc ' l i~teiu (:enter disil-icl 
and the llospital c;rmpus, pr<n,iding ;I T<>cnl ]point fur 
residents, employees a d  visitors. i\ combin;ttion of signs 
and symbols linking tllc ir;lnsit centex i o  111e ~jrdcstrian 
conncctiotl along NI< 128"' Strcei, the ii!.er stop :ind ilse I'ark 
and llide shoold bc provided. I'lcsign ot rhc transit ccntcr 
s h ~ ~ u l d  be compatible with c;tospus d c r c l o l ~ i n e ~ ~ t  yet Ibc 
clcarly idcilrifiablc as a facility scrring tlic gencl;ll pol)lic. 

,i prominent cutry to tlic district crisis at the intcl-scctic~n o l  
NI:: 128"'Srsecr anclibtrm 1 .;kc Boulevard, whcrc vehicles 
and 1xdcstrians arrive from rhc clr.,ssing ovc:r 7 -40 .  IXntry 
fcaru~:cs puoridcd in this arc;i slronkl contriburc n) ihc 
identit!: associated \virh the ' l i~ tem (:enter district. 

Pul~lic art and pri\.atc cfir~l-1s can bc i ~ s c d  io cstablisll 
gateway fea~ur-cs to strcllgthcn the character and idciiri~>- 
<)I 'lbrcm Ccntcr ond rile nciglil,orI~o~~d. , \ I  the nortllcl-11 
egirr\- r<, 'li,tein Ccntcr at 129"' ;i~-cnue NIS and NI' l i?"" 
Strccr, a neighborhood entry sign o r  orllci: idcniifying 
i~ci%hborhood feature should bc provided. ~ \ i ~ o t l l c r  
itnjmrtant cnrr!. point identified in the tleigliborhood plan 
is along ib tem I .al<c IBouIc\~ard, just cast of 120"' ~\vetsi~c 
Nli .  :\ feature pro\-iding a sense of entry i ~ ~ t o  the 'lbtein 
(:enter c1ist1:ict at this I ~ c a t i o ~ l  T \ ~ O L I I ~  bc appropriate. 
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Public Art 
I 
; Issue , 
! Art begins with the perceptions and expressive talents of 
1 individual artists. "Public art" applies that expression to the 
; pubtic realm either by its location in a public setting or by 
! its emphasis on subjects relevant to the Larger community 

Public art contributes to the unique character, history, and 
sense of place of a cotnmnunity. 

Discussion I 

Public art is more than merely urban decoration; it can play 
an integral role in civic revitahation. Public art can make 
us more aware of our surroundings; reinforce the design 
character of our streets, parks, and buildmgs; commemorate 
special events; and serve as a catalyst for public activity 
and civic pride. At its best, art opens our eyes to new 
perceptions and helps us understand who we are and what 
is special about our community. 

Public art is generally most effective when it is integrated 
with larger civic improvement efforts. Oppormnities for 
art can be identified earlier and funding can be used more 
effectively. For example, emblems, lighting, pavement 1 

; decorations, and decorative pedestrian furniture can be 
incorporated as part of a street improvement project at 
little cost to the total project such as in Seattle's Third 
Avenue transit corridor, Port Angeles's Maritime Flags, ~ 
and Portland's Transit Mall. 

The involvement of an artist in the design of a park, 
fountain, street lighting, or signs can add a special quality 
that has more impact than if the arnvork and the functional 
element were decorated separately. The famous art nouveau 
detailing on Paris's metro stations is a good example. r 

Guideline 
Kirklandshould continueits tradition o f  encou~agingpublic 
art pieces. i 

I 
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/ Introduction 
In pedestrian-oriented business districts, improperly 
located and poorly designed parking lors can destroy the 
ambiance and qualities that attract people to the district 
in the first place. This section contains guidelines to 
direct development of parlung facilities The number of 
required stalls is specified in the Kirkland Zoning Code. 
The gmdelines in this section deal with: 

Parking lot location -Parking in front of buildings 
is discouraged, and combined lots that serve more 
than one business or use are encouraged. 

Parking lot entrances - The number of entries is 
addressed. 

Parking lot circulation and pedestrian access - Clear 
internal vehicular and pedestrian circulation is 

Discussion 
The ingress and egress of vehicles in parking lots disrupts 
pedestrian movement and through traffic - especially near / 
intersections Moreover, busy streets are a safety hazard. 1 

Parking lots that are accessed by a single curb cut reduce 
potential conflict and use land more efficiently. Also, 
combining the parking lots of individual stores into a 1 ., - 
large parking network makes it easier for patrons to find 
convenient parking stalls. 

Parking lots should be encouraged in rear or side yards. ( 
The parking lot at Wendy's restaurant on Central Way is an ' 
example of this configuration. 

The City of Seattle limits parking lot access on pedestrian- 
o~iented streets such as Broadwav on Capitol Hid. 

I required, especially in large parking lots. 1 I 

I Parking garages - Parkmggarages provide comenkt, 
less intrusive parking. Yet, garages can themselves I - . . .. 

I be intrusive since they are often large monolithic 1 G"'de"ne - 
structures with little refinement, interest, or actk,ty. I Minimize the number of driveways by restricting curb 

The guidelines for parking garages are intended 1 cur, and by encouraging property and business owners to 
to make them fit into the scale and character of i c o m b ~ e p a r l r i o g ~ o t e n ~ C e s u l d f O O ~ ~ e P a r ~ a r r 2 5 .  
pedestrian-oriented disuicts 1 Encourage side and rear yard packing areas by restricting 
Parking Lot Landscaping - Parking lot landscaping / packing in font yuds.  Require extensive screening where 
should be more extensive if the lot has to be in a thmis  htyadparkiog .  
location that is visible from a street or public park 
than if the lot is located at the rear of the site hidden Special Consideration 

i 
! 

away from streets and neighboring properties. for Downtown Kirkland 
This provision is made to encourage parking lot i parking lot location and design is &ical on busy enq 
development in less visible locations. 

! 
I sueets such as Market Street, Cenuxl Way, Lake Street, 

I on the follolving pages, urban design guidelines are IGrkland Avenue, and in the congested core area where 
i plesented that outline design informadon, c o n c e p ~  and / pedesuian acdvides are emphasized. The Downtown PIan - solutions associated with parking lot development. They : calls for limit& the number of vehicle curb cuts. 

senre as aconcephlal basis for the regulations in the Zoning i I 
1 Code. , Special Consideration for luanita Business I 

1 District and North Rose Hill Business District I 
I 

Parking Locations and Entrances Shared accesses and reciprocal vehicular easements should 

Issue be established in order to reduce the number of curb cuts. 
; The Juanita Business District Plan also encourages shared 

Parking lots can detract from the pedesuian and visual , parking/sehce areas in use hrea JBD-~. l-his is 
character of a commercial area. The adverse impacts of ' particularly ,-.tical in TL 2, where buildings hOnt on 
parking lots can be mitigated through sensitive design, i 120"' Avenue NE to foster the desired pedesuian-o~iented 
location, and configuration. environment. 
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Special Consideration for Totem Center 
Throughout Totem Center, parking areas located behveen 
the street and the building should be discouraged. This is 
particularly critical in TL 2, where buildings should front on 
120"' livenue NE to foster the desired pedestrian-o~iented 
environment. 

Parking Lot Landscaping 
Issue 
Parking lots are typically unsightly, require vast quantities 
of space, break the links behveen buildings, and destroy 
the continuity of streetfronts. If possible, parlcing lots 

Circulation Within Parking Lots should be located at dle rear of buildings. Vohen dlrs is 
not possible, landscaping can be used to break up and 

Issue screen parking lots. - 
Large parking lots can be confusing unless vehicle and 
pedestrian circulation patterns are well organized and Discussion 

marked. Parking lots should be cotnbilled to reduce l'arldng lots can be concealed by a structural screen wall 

driveways and improve circulation. or through the use of plant materials. Plant materials 
can clrate dense, hedge-like screens, separating lots from 

Discussion adjacent uses or public right-of-waps. Perimeter plantings 
Vehicle Circulation. Parliing lots should have few dead- must provide an adequate screen. A screen wall consttucted 
end parking lanes and provide drive-through configurations. in a similar style as adjacent developtnent tnay be used in 
The APA Ae~.theti~://3eria of l-'nrk& publication recommends lieu of perimeter landscaping. -. ~ - 

channelized queuing space at the n~trances and exits to 
Trees along the edges of and within parking lots can 

parking lots to prevent cars from waiting in the street. 
effectively soften an othenvise barren and hostile space. 

Pedestrian Circulation. Good pedestrian circulation is 
: critical. 11 clear path from the sidewalk to the building 

entrance should be required for all sites, even through 
parking lots in front yards. For sites with large parking lots, ., & - 
clear pedestrian circulation routes within the lot from stalls 
to the building enuanccs should be provided. In addition, a 
raised concrete pavement should also be provided in front 
of the entrance as a loading or waiting area so the entrance 
will not be blocked bv parked vel~icles. FinaUv. oedestrian 

Interior plantings can be consolidated to provide islands 
of greenery or be planted at regular intervals. Use of 
drought-tolerant plants can improve the likeld~ood that 
the landscaping will survive and look good. 

- ~ 

Landscaping guidelines should be flexible and allow creative 
screening methods (e.g., clusteru~g trees, bernling, mixing 
structu~~s,  and trees). Less landscaping should be requixed 
if the lot is hidden from view. 

, . ,. . 
access betwcen parking lots on adjacent properties should 
be provided. 

Guideline 

Parking lot design should be clear and well organized. 

Space should be provided for pedestrians to walk safely in 

all parkit~g lots. 

Special Consideration for 
Downtown Kirkland 
Because land is lin~itcd in Downto\vn Kirkland, efficient 
illld Colnpact parking lot configurations al-e a top priority. 
Parking lots in the periphery of the core area that 
accomtnodate about 100 vehicles (approxunately 31-1 to 1 Guideline 

acre) should he articulated with landscaped berms. Parking lots must be integrated with the fabric o f  the 
commnnity by  creatively trsinglandscaping to reduce their 

visual impact. 

W - 
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Special Consideration for Juanita Business 
District, North Rose Hill Business District and 
Totem Center 

Scrcc~iing and landscaping should be required where parlring 
is adj;lcent to side\\~allis in order to impnj\.e visu;tl qualities 
and reduce clutter. 

\Vit1ii11 '1'1. 2. the 1,nn~ision of landscapirlg to soften the 
imp;icrs of  cars and p;i\rctilcni is ituportent. Clusters of 
trees rilthcr tlran single trocs ma). be more cffecti\rc in 
ccrt:iin portions of  the mall's ltarl<i~ig areas. Visiltility of 
the luall rrom the freeway sl~ould be considered when 
evaluating vlre locations and types of l:~ndscaping to be 
used. 

I'arl;iirggaragcs arc sotnc of rhe most iinatvractive buildings 
built daring the past scvc~-al dcc;ldcs, h,losr nc\v parking 
strrictlircs arc designed \\:it11 little o r  n o  ;~trcnrir,n io 
scree~ring c ~ r  treatmelit of the fitcadcs. 

Discussion 

~ ~ ' ~ l c l - c  , AIL . . ~cvcr;tl . ways to uniiigatc the visual impacts or 
~parl<ing garages in thc urban cnr-irontnenr. i\ g;ir;t#c in a 
jpcdeswiaz1 arc:, can co~rtain a pedcs1i-iaii-01-icrrtciI rc~;iil llse 
in the ground floor arc:) o i  tlrc garage atijaccnr ro rhc stre<:< 
(:;ifcs, newsstands, or othcr small slr~rlts c;in fir mcll \\:itl~in 
the t!.],ical 1,:irl;ing garage, ~.cquiring the sj~acc cquivalcn~ 
to ~inly oric 20' ha!. or par-king. 

,\lso, ixi~-h-i~ig garages c;in ltc set inck to pn,\.idc space far 
a sm;rli landscaped plaz;~ n;ith a seating a~-ca. hlorco\~c~-, 
11lc \\::111 o f  111c garage bchir~il tlic plaza can 11c iiscd as ;I 

camras far landscaping or arr\i.orl;. "Llso, rhc plaza could 
bc c<n.c~:cd u~i th  ;I glass canr,py or trcllis. l 'hc pl;iza s h ~ ~ o l d  
r a<.< .. soiuir . to receive sunlight. I\ 1p1:1~:1 of this type is idcal 
for bus stops o r  st1:cel vendors. 

111 non-pcdcstrian areas. densc la~rdsc;ipitig arouod tile 
lperinicter of parl;ing garages C:III Iielp screcn tllcir bull;. 
Stric~: srandanls f ix tninumml landscaping around garages 
should be dcvcI<)pcd. 

Guideline 

The intrt~sive qualities o f  parking garages rnt,st be 

mitigated. In pedestrian areas, gro~md-level retail uses or 

appropriate pedestriat~ spaces sho~lld be required. Also, 
exterlsive landscaping sl~ould be required near residexltial 

areas and in higlllrvisibility locatioos. On hillsides arrd izeai. 

residential lrras the stepping back or ierraciz~g of upper 

slories sbotrld be considered to reduce scale. 

Special Consideration for 
Downtown Kirkland 

Garages built on Ilownn~\t:n 1Grl;laad's perimeter slopes, 
Incar residential areas. or iic;~r tlic wntcrftr,nt can fir less 
obtrusi\~cly into the Iatldscapc \\,hen icrl-aced. 'licatlncnt of 
the facade of tllc parliing stroc~ure can bc just as cffccti\:c 
i ~ r  1nitig;lling the visual impacts r ) l  pal-king gat-ngcs as 
lpcdestrian-orientcd busincsscs, plazas, o r  Iaiidscapcrl 
scrbacks at tlic g~-oond 1cx.el. 

Special Consideration for Totem Center 

'l'lic dcx-clopmcnt densities planned fc~r '1i)tcm <:ctitcr may 
i-eslllt in ~11e iiced fix large pal-king structures to supl>ofl 
~Ircm. (:arch1 design of tllc siroctiircs \\;ill l ~ c  impor~ant 
to r~.tain a visuall!; attractive cmiron~ncnt.  

'l'lic Ioc:irk~n of  pa~.l;ing structures along ~~edcsn-i;~n-orictltrcti 

streets or pcdcstrian patli\xra!-s slroiild bc discouraged. 
\Y'licrc ~parkiiig srriicturcs cannot be located underground 
and must itc pn~vidcd o n  the gronnd R o o r ,  an intcr~~cniti~;  
use is dcsil-ablc tu rct;iin the visual intercst along the sircet. 
If p;lrhii~g;ircas are h~c:irc(l in a separacc srrnc~urc froni ihc 
1pri1112ry UX, rlrc structure tirust ltc scr bacl; from rile sti-cet, 
and screened with subst:~titial landsc;~ping 

\Y,'itIiin '1.1, 2, if it is trc~t ltossible or 1~ractic;~I 10 l o r ~ t e  
p;irlii~~g s t r t ~ c ~ ~ r e s  behind a building or undcrgioun(l, 
stroctu-cd parliing should be dc\-clo],cd, oriciiccd atld 
screened tu c<)mplcmcnr adjacciir buildings, reduce 
auromobilc/pcd~:stria~r conflictsl and supporr thc 
pcdcst~:iail ctivi~ontncnt. .lrn~:orl;, cIisp1a)- ~x;i~r<lo\~s, 
trellises and/or densc regeration are examples r ~ f  screening 
tlcvices t l~at  may be succcssi~tl in balancing thc scale o i  the 
structure \virh rhe ilcdcstl-ian cnvimnincnt. 



Introduction 
\Yll~cn arclri~ccts tall< aboilt :I building's "scale," they 
gcncrally mean the pc~:ceir,cd sizc of  tlie buildiirg sclatir-c 
to an indir:idual person or its surroundings. 'l'lre term 
" I ~ u m m  scalc" is liscd to indicate a building's sizc rclari\.c 
to a 13ei-x)11. but the actual s i x  o f  a building or n)01n is 
often not as important as its perceived size. ~\schitcc~s use 
$1 \>aricl.y of design tcchniqucs to give a space o r  structure 

t l ~ e  desired effect; wlicthcr it be r(i malie a room cithcr 
1111)rc intimale or spacious, or a bililding cithcr nor-c or 
less imljosing. 1'1-anh I .loy(l \Vright. for es;lmpie, 11scd \vide 
( , rcrba~~gs atid horizotital rooflines n, 1na1;c his prairie-style 
houses :lppcar lowcs- ;lnd longer, bctta- fitting illto the Rac, 
~ni(i\vcstcrn landscape. Cnless tllc objcc~ivc is to j,roduce 
;I grandiose or ~mposing I,i~ildiog, architects gcncrally try 
to girr a I~uiLling a "good lruman scalc," meaning t h a ~  the 
building is u i  ;I sizc and pm1xirtion that fcels comlorcable. 
I3os 1110~1 ~0111111cr~iaI bilildi~rgs, rile ubjcc~irc is 1 0  atrract 
customers and visitors by designing c~~mfor ta l~ lc ,  ioviting 
buildings. 

C;cncnll!; people fccl nmsc comforrablc in a sp:icc \vI~crc 
they can clearly understand the size of the building b!.risual 
clues or l,roportians. l'br csamplc, bccausc ~ v c  l<tlo~v f i rm 
cxlicrictlcc tlre s i x  of 1ypical doors. windows, railings. etc., 
using traditionally-sized elcmcnrs such as these pn,x~idcs 
a scnsc o l  a building's s i x .  (;rrcli temples that feature 
c~,lutnns, bur nut conventional doors, niindo\vs, ilr other 
elcincnts, d c  not give ;I scnsc of  human scalc (alrlr~~ugl~ 
rlrc (;reeks subtl!- tnodificd the properties and siting of 
tllcir tcmljles to achicl-c thc deskcd scale). T11c guidciincs 
in this scctios1 describc a varlc~y of  techniques to give :I 

comfortable human scalc by pnjx-iding building cle~i~cnts 
that Irclp indir-iduals relate to the building. 

'ilrcliitcctural scalc" mcarrs rhc sizc of a building relative 
to the 1,uildings o r  elerne~~ts around it. \Y?hen the lhuildiugs 
in a ncigllborhood are about the same size and proportiotr, 
we say thcy are "in scale." It is in1port:lnt that boil(liags 
have gen(trally the saine architectural scale so that a ie\\: 
buildings do  nor ovcrljowcr the others. 'File csccl,tion to 
this rule is an imliortant civic or cultural builcli~lr that has ., 
a promirrcnt role in tlre commur~ir!: For raaniplcl nr)body 
accuses a beautiful cathedral 1x1 a medieval 1-,uropean town 
of being "out of  scale." liccausc the Comprellcosive l'lan 
encourages a varict?: of differcrrt uscs and building hcigllts, 
such as in r><m~oto~vn I<irlcland, tlie buildings' sizes \\,ill 
t r y  i l  'li, acllicrc a more hai-monious 1-ela~ionshi~~ 
bctwecn the bui ld i~~gs  and a more consisrent characrcr, 
dcsign rcchniqucs should be used to l~rcali tlrc voluinc of  
large buildings down into sn>aller units. Se\,eral guidelines 
in this section are directed t(,ward ;~cliicvir~g a consistent 
scalc wirhin districts. 

'l'ilc follorving guiuidclincs illustrate some design techniques 
10 give bllildings a "sense o f  scalc" 'The regi~lations in the 
Zoning Cude relared to scale reqoirc rliat pn)jccc archircc~s 
address the issues of  human and architectural scalc \\drile 
provicling a \vide rangc of olhtions to (lo so. 

Fenestration Patterns 
Issue 
'I'll(: s i x ,  location, and number of  \i-indo\vs in an urban 
setting creates a serlsc of interest rhat relies o t ~  a sobtic 
mixture of  currect ratios, lhroposrions, and patterns. 
I?sccss win(lo\r~ g la~ ing  o n  a starefr(,nr provides lirrle ~,isu;ll 
contrast; bla~llr walls arc doll and m(,notonous. 'f'he correct 
\ \~ ind~~~~:- t~i - \ \~al l  ratic and a tnis of iencstr:ltion patterns can 
crcatc an enj<ryable ;ind colicsivc usban chal-acter on both 
lxdcstrian- arid automobile-oric11teci strccts. 

i \hny h,caI colltcmgnrary builhngs Ila~-c "ribbon windo\vs" 
(co~itinuous horizontal bands of glass) or "w-indo\v \valls" 
(glass ox-cr tlrc cntirc surface). .\lrhough cliectir-c in many 
sctrings, ihcse wirido\v types do litrlc to i~ldicetc the scalc 
of the building and do not necessarily co~nplcment the 
architcctt~rc o f  sn~all-scaled buildiiigs. Hrcal<ing 121-ge 
eslmlscs or strips of glass n:ith mullions or other dcr-ices 
can help to give tile building :I illore iclcntiiiablc scalc. 

~~ ~ 
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Discussion 

According IO an old architcctu~.al clichi., windows arc ;I 

buikling's eyes. \\re lool; to windows fkr \,isual clues as to 
the size and lunction of the building If the witdow areas 
are divided into units that we associate with small-scale 
c~~mtnercial buildings, then \t-e will be bcttcr able lo judge the 
building's s i x  relatire to our o\vn bodies. Hrealdng window 
arcas inro units of  about 35 squnrc feer or less with each 
\\rindow unit separated by a visililc mrillion or other clctxenr 
at: Icast 6 inches wide would acc~,mplisI~ this goal.  norher her 
successful approach is ~nult.iplc-paned windows \\rich visible 
tnullions sc1,arating scrct-ai srnallcr panes of gl;rss, mi t t  o n  

the gmlmcl Roor mherc transparency is viral to pcdcstria~~ 
qualities, this dcr.ice ma!: lhc cotinrerprodticti.r.e. 

J'atterns of fcnestrarion should vary deliending on \ ~ ~ l ~ c r l ~ c s  
the stlcct is l>cdcstri;m- or ;~ot~jm~~hilc-oriented.  ,i windcnx: 
patkern that is inrercsting from :I car ma). bc tnonoroonns lo 
a slr)ar-tno\~ini: ~x~lcstsian: lil;cviisc, a mitldaw parrcro rhar 
is intcrcsring I O  a pcdcsrl-la11 o1;ly sccm cha<~tic ir-otn a iasr-. 
moving can l 'hi~s, pedcstrian-o1-ict1fc~1 ii.nc.str:rtion should 

Special Consideration 
for Downtown Kirkland 

13rcal;ing larger \\:itrdow axas  into s~nalier units to achicvc a 
tnol:e intimat:e scale is most iml,orta~~r in Design Districts 1, 
2,4, 8, and the southwcsr portion of 3 n;hcl-c new l>uiidin~:s 
shotild ht \\-ith older structures (bat 11;lvc tr:irlitioilal-st~1~~1 
\\~indows. 

At-cl~ifecluraI Elemenis 
Decks, Bay Windows, Arcades, Poscl~es 
Issue 

Slxcial clcmcnts in a building f;rcadc CI-c:ltc ;I distinct 
character in an urban context. ,\ bay \x~i;indow sor?r?ests .,.. 
housing, whilc an al-cade snggcsts a 1,ublic \vallc\vay wit11 
retail ixonragc. liach eletneot musr be designed for ;m 
approl>riarc orban setting and foi- poblic or PI-ivatc rise. ;\ 
I~uilding should incorporate special fuatorcs drat en11;tncc its 
ch;~ractcr and surrounciings. Such icatorcs give 51 building 
:I bctter dcfiocd "hnman scale." 

allo\v for molr cooq~lex arrangcmcnts and it:rcgulal-iry \vlriic ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  
aut01nol~ilc-oric11~~~1 fcncsu-ation sliould have mom gradual 

I<cqui~-ements fi1r spccihc arclriicct~~ral features should bc 
changes in pattern and 1ar~:cr and a ~ o r c  siml~lc \r.illdow 

a\.oklcd and veriety cncouragcd. ISt~ilding (lesigns slroukl 
ry1>cs. 

incc~ip(~szte one or inore of dlc iolloyiing arclritecrural 
,\n oii(Unutn (lcsign goal \\;(,ul(l allo\v for varied ircalmcot clcmctlts: arcndc, balc(,ny, 1)ay \xindow, rcroi dccl;, u-cllis, 
of  \r:is~do\v detailing \viih nniiying fcarul-cs soch as 18" to l:lndscaping, awnin::. cornice, frieze, ; ~ r t  conccpt,  o r  
2.1" sills, vertical inodulation in suncu~rc ,  r:wietl setb:rci;s c~~r~rt!-al-d. hrsistcncc on design control slr(>nld ialu: a back 
in elevation. and more highly i ,rnamen~cd rll,po-star)- scar to cnc<>uraging tile use of  soch elements. 
I\-indo\vs. Isccssi\.c use of ribbon \viodr,ws througl~out a 
buikling docs not engage tllc c>-c and should be w-oidcd. Guideline 

Architectural bl~ildingelemeats s~rch as ;crcades, b;rlconics, 
Guideline bay .~rindorrrs, roof dechs, trellises, Inndsc;tpirrg, z:xi.nings, 

cornices, friezes, art coxlcej>ls, and couriy;rrtls slzo~tld be 

encourztged. 

Special Consideration 
for Downtown Kirkland 

I'edcslsian features zhoulci lhc diffcremiated fr<)m \-ehiculal- 
icaruses; thus iencsu.ation dei:riling. cornices, iriczcs, and 
smaller ;rrt concepts rhould be conccnrr:itcd in Ilesign 
Ilistricts 1 and 2, \vlrilc landscaping and larger a~:chirecru~:al 
features slioiiid bc couccnir;~tcd ill Design Discriccs 3. 3, 

Kzried window treatrne#lts shollld be encouraged. Grotn~d '. 
floor uses shoctld have large wit~dorvs that slzo~rxnse Special Consideration for Totem Center 
storefront displays to increase pedest r ian  interest. Ualconics provide prh7;ttc open sp;tce, and help to sninituize 
ilchirecturaldetailislgat all rvindonv jambs, sills, ;tnd llends mass of strucnlrcs, l<es,llcntial l,L,,ld,ng facaclcs 
should be emplxasized. \-isiblc from streets and public spaccs s l~ould  provide 

balconies of  :I snfficieot depth to appear ititegrarcd with 
rhc building :lnd not "racked on". 



Building Modulation - Vertical 
Issue 
Vertical building modulation is the vertical articulation 
or division of an imposing building facade through 
architectural features setbacks, or varying rootlines. Vertical 
modulation adds variety and visual relief to long stretches 
of development on the streetscape. By alte~ing an elevation 
vertically, a large building will appear to be more of an 
aggregation of smaller buildings. Vertical modulation is 
well-suited for residential development and sites with steep 
topography. 

Discussion 
Urban design guidelines should address vertical modulation 
in order to eliminate monotonous facades. Vertical 
modulation may take the form of balcony setbacks, varied 
rooflines, bay windows, protruding structures, or vertical 
circulation elements - the technique used must be integral 
to the architectnre. 

Special Considerations for Totem Center I 
Since greater heights are allowed in TL 1 than elsewhere 
in the city, the impacts of increased height are a concern. 
Impacts associated with caller buildings are generally ones 
of reduced open space and privacy, shadowing and loss 
of tight. 

Massing of development in slimmer but taller towers rather 
than in shorter, wider buildings presents an opportunity to 
create open space between existing buildings, particularly 
when buildings step back from property lines and 
neighboring structures. For new buildings to fit in to 
the existing setting, a balance benveen higher and lower 
structures should be maintained. 

I 
I ?rt,ccn/~~~od~,Irlt~ot, ,I, II&,, 1cnru1 To preserve openness between structures, separation I - .  

; \rerdcal modula~oll is important ,,ay in neighborlloods benveen towers, both on a developtne~lt site and between 

I where topography demands a stepping down structures. adjacent properties, should be ~rovided.   he specific 

~b~ of a large da.elopment project in separation should be determined based on height, relation 

a residential area can make the project appear to be more : and orientation to other tall structures, configuration of 
in scale with the existing neighborhood. Long facades can building mass and solar access to public spaces. 

bevertically modulated to better conform to the 1a)zoutand ~ ~ l l ~ ~  buildings or 'ctowersn in TL 1 should have rebtively 
developlnent pattern of single-famil), houses. The 17ertical compact floor plates. The use of towers above a nvo-three 
modulation of buildings on steep slopes also provides story creates a va.ied building footprint and the 
terraced development rather dun  one single building block, perception of a smaller overall building mass. When the 
thereby better reflecting the existing terrain. building's mass is instead concenttated in lower buildings 

Guideline wit11 larger floor plates, greater emphasis should be placed 
on open space and plazas to provide relief at the pedestriarl 

Vertical buiIdiug modulation should be used to add variety ' level, 
and to make large buildings appear to be an aggregation I 

of smaller buildings. Design treatments used in the upper portion of a bddmng : 
I can promote visual~nterest andvariety in the Totem Center / 

skyline. Treatments that sculpt tbe facades of a building, 
: provide for variety in materials, texture, pattern or color, 

or provide a specific architectural rooftop element can 
contribute to the creation of a varied skyline. 

i 
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Building Modulation - Horizontal 
Issue 
I-Iorizontal building modulation is the horizontal articulation 
or division of larger building fasades. The lower portion of 
a multi-story building should incorporate pedesttian-scale 
elements and a strong base. The top of the building should 
incorporate distinctive roof treatments. Elevations that are 
modulated with horizontal elements appear less massive 
than those with sheer, flat surfaces. Horizontal modulation 
is well suited to dowiltown areas and automobile-oriented 
streetscapes where the development of tall building masses 
is more likely 

I Horizontal building modulation may be used to / reduce the perceived mass of a building and to 
provide continuity at the ground level of large building 

i complexes. Building design should incorporate strong 
pedestrian-oriented elements at the ground level and 
distinctive roof treatments. 

Special Consideration for Downtown 
Kirkland 
Large-scale developments, particularly east of the core 
area, should stress condnuity in streetscape on the lower 
two floors. Setback facades and varied forms should be 
used above the second stories. 

I 
1 Discussion 
I 1 

A lively urban character uses a variety of architectural forms 1 
and materials that together create an integrated pattern ~ 
of development with recurring architectural features. 
Horizontal awnings, balconies, and roof features should ! 
be incorporated into new development provided that their 
appearance varies through the use of color, materials, size, 
and location. 

Guideline 
I 

Horizontal building modulation may be used to reduce the 
perceived mass of a building and to provide continuity at 
the ground level of large building complexes. 
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hIany liistoric cities and to\vtis o\vc much uf rl~cil- charm to 
a limited palette of building tnaterials. Onc t1iinl;s of 111nv 
thc vvhitc clapboard l i ~ ~ u s e s  < I C  a iVcw fhgland village or 
the tilc-n~ofed structul-es o f  an iralian hill town pniride a 
more unified, consistent visual character. 'Tbda!; therc is a 
\vide sjxclrunl of building tnarcri;ils :n;;iilahle, and tnoclcm 
to\v~is S I I C ~ ~  as I<irkland feature a 1-ai-ict!. of tnatcrials and 
colrjrs. ,\~:chitccts l ~ d r c  de~not~scratcd ilia1 matcri:ils ofrcn 
considered unattractive, such as cindcrbh,cl\s o r  ~ncral 
siding, can be s ~ ~ c c e s s f i ~ l l ~  used in attractire. Iiigl~-ilualit?. 
buildings. 

\Vbc~i bt~ildings arc seen iri1111 a distance, the most 
tioticealilc qualities arc the oxrcrall Tortir and color. If wc 
talcc tlic t>~pical l~uilding in I<isl;land to lhc 100'wide and i s '  
tall, then \\:c musf 11c ; ~ t  1c;ist 200' ;i\\.a!- Iiom rllc 1)rlildillg for 
it to fit \vithin our crme of  vision SO 1l1at \v(: can j~ercci\.c its 
o~ernll sl~alhc, i\t that distance, \vinrlon:s, d o ~ ~ r s ~  and ~jrlicr 
major fc;itii~:cs ;ire c1e:irly risiblc. 

Ilo\\~:uer, as wc alhlxo~ch tlic Iluilding and get n-ithin 
60' to 80' H o ~ n  the building (approximately rhc dis~incc 
across a typical downro\x.n strcct), a.c noticc not so mi~ch 
thc building's ~ ~ ~ r e r n l l  form as its individual clctiicnts. \Y7hcn 
wve i:ct still closer, the nmst inilx~rtant nspccts of a building 
arc its d c s i ~ ~ ~ n  details, tcsturc of  marcriais, qualily of its 
filI~slIcr. and stnall, dccoratir-c clcmcnts. In a j>cclcsri-ian-. 
oriei~ted l,usiness districr, it is esse11ii:il iliac buildings and 
their contents br a t t r a c t h ~  up close. 

'I'llcrcforc, thcsc design guidelines arc intended to allow a 
variety or materials xnd colors_ but direci the use of certain 
tnatcrials so diat tl~cir al~plicatiorl docs not sig~iilicanrl!; 
detracr from design consistency or quality hlost of the 
regulations in the Zoning (:ode deal with thc application III  
slxcihc niaterials such as incial siding and ciodcrblocks so 
that d1~:ir potentialh- t1eclatix.e characteristics are tninimizctl. , .. 
111 addiriotl, tlic pxidelines includc guidclincs and regulations 
that require all buildings to incorporate design details aod 
small-sale cletucnts into their facades. 

O r n a n ~ e n t  a n d  Applied Art 
Issue 

Ornamcnt and ;ipplicd art :!dd quality. r,isual ir~tcscst, and 
a sensc o f  human scalc to the built cn\:ironlnenL It is 
ncccssar!- 11) understand the place and approliriarcncss of  
oniamcnt in onler to maintain ;I cslicsivc and 111tcg1-ated 
urlxin scttiog. 

Discussion 

Omamcot and applicd arl can be used to emphasize tlic 
edges ;lnd transition bct~vecn public end priv;ite space, arid 
between \valls to gn~und ,  roof to sl;y, and srchitectut:al 
fearurcs 1 0  adjace~it elcmcnls. Ornatncnt may consist of 
raised surTac.cs, painted surlaccs, ornamental or tcstured 
banding, changing of tiiaterials, or lighting. '~lii:rcforc, 
buildings sliould incot-p<,ratc art fe:uurcs that emphasizc 
arcl~ircctural cictncots and cot~ncct ions .  Ornament  
should nlso cnaintaia a coliesivc rclnrionsl~ip to its srl~~ing, 
empliasszing its cotincclion io the siirrounding space. 

Guideline 

Ol.oan,enl and applied a1.t should be integrated wirh t f ~ e  

structures and the site enr~ilunoxerit and not bal~hazardly 

applied. Significarll ~rchitectorill features shocrld not be 

hiddell, nor should ilte urllart co~ttext be overshado~r~ed. 

E~aplrasis slrncrld be placed on highligllling bitiiding 

feartzres strcll as doors, windorvs, eaves, and on toa1erials 

such 21s rrrorrd siding smd ornamental masonry Ornament 

nlny take the for~n or  trsditionnlor contemporwry elenxenrs. 

Oi.iginal ;trtmork or hand-crafted det:tils sho111d be 

considered in speciitl areas. 



Color I Street Corners 
Issue i Issue 

Color bolsters a sense of place and community identity / Street corners provide special opportunities for visual 
(e.g., white New England villages, adobe-colored New j punctuation and an enhanced pedestrian environment. 
Mexico towns, limestone Cotswold villages). Kirkland Buildings on corner sites should incorporate architectural I .  should consider emphasizing the existing color scheme I des~gn elements that create visual interest for the pedestrian 
and developing a unified design identity. ! and provide a sense of human proportion and scale. 

1 
Discussion 

A variety of colors should be used in IGrIcland. By no means 
should design be limited by overly-restrictive guidelines 
dictating color use. Based on Kirkland's existing color 
scheme, the following general guidelines can prevent garish, 
incongruous colors from being inapprop~iately applied or 
juxtaposed to more subdued earth tones and colors. 

Discussion 
Corners arc crossroads and provide places of heightened 
pedestrian activity. Rob Krier notes that: "The corner of a 
building is one of the most important zones and is mainly 
concerned with the mediation of two facades" Corners may , 
be accentuated by towers and corner building enu-ances. 

i 
I + Where appropriate, use the natural colors of 
1 materials such as brick, stone, tile, and stained ! 
! wood (Fainted wood is acceptable). 

: + Use only high-qualiqr coatings for concrete. 
I 

1 + E.mpbasize earth tones or subdued colors such as ! 
. . . , ( &  . 7  

barn red and blue-gray for building walls and large ., , 
a 

surfaces.  PI 

+ Reserve bright colors for aim or accents. 1 - 
+ Emphasize dark, saturated colors for awnings, and 

avoid garish and light colors that show dirt. 

+ Avoid highly-tinted or mirrored glass (except 
stained-glass windows). Guideline 

+ Consider the color of neighboring buildings when Pmpervowners and developers shollld be encouraged to 

selecting colors for new buildings. architecturally enhance building corners. 

Guideline Special Consideration 

i Color schemes shox~ld adhere to theguidelines enumerated for Downtown Kirkland 
: above. The use of a range of colors compadble within a Special attention should be paid to both the design and 
, coordinated color scheme should be encouraged. detailing of new buildings on corner sites in the pedestrian- 
! oriented design districts. Existing buildings could 

I 
incorporate some of these elements (human-scale and visual 
punctuation) through the use of such elements as awnings 
and well-designed signs at the corner. Downtown IGrkland 

: bas several "T" intersections, and the building located at the 
terminus of the street view corridor presents a high-visibility 
opportunity for special architectural treatment. 

I 
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Signs Guidelines 

Issues All signs should be building-mounted or below 
12' it1 height if ground mounted. Maximum 

Iklcland's Zoning Code regulates signs tlirougliout the height is measured from the top of the sign to 
city in order to create a high-quality urban environtnen the ground plane. 
Automobile-oriented signs typically found on comniercia 
strips can be overpowering and obtrusive. l'edestrian signs + N o  off-premises commercial signs, except 

are smaller and closer to viewers; thus, creative, well-crafted public directional signs, should be permitted. 

sigtis are more cost effective tliati large signs mounted high N o  billboards should be permitted. 

on poles. + Signs for individual parking stalls should be 
discouraged. If necessaty, they should not 

Signs should be an integral part of a building's facade. The be higher than necessary to be seen above 
location, architectural style, and mounting of signs should bumpers. Parking lot signs sllould be limited 
conform witli a building's architect~~re and not cover up to one sign per entrance and should not extend 
or conflict with its protninelit architectural feahires. A more than 12' above the ground. 
sign's desip atid mounting should be appropriate for the 
setting. + Neon signs, sculphlral signs, and signs 

incorporating artwork are encouraged. 

Discussion + Sigt~s that are integrated with a building's 

Pedestrian-oriented signs are most effective when located architecture are encouraged. 

withui 15' of the ground plane. Three-inch-high letters ca Shingle signs and blade signs hung from 
be read at 120' and 6" letters read at 300'. Large lette~ing canopies or from building facades are 
is not necessary. The signs sliould be aligned to people on encouraged. 
sidewalks 2nd not automobile drivers. "Blade" signs + T~~~~~~~~~~ signs as barber poles are 
single sigiis hanging below canopies or small sipis locatcd encouraged. 
on canopies or awnings are effective. 

Special Considerations 
Signs witli quality graphics and a lugh level of craftsrnanslup for ~~~~t~~~ ,qjrkland 
are important in attracting customers. Sculpted signs and + 'I'he Downtown I'lati's mandate for high-quality 
signs that incorporate artwork add interest. Signs with front 

developnie~it should also be reflected in sign 
lighting and down lighting (but not ititertial ligliting) are 

design. 
reconiniended. Neon signs are appropriate when integrated 
with the building's architecture. No internally lit plastic-faced or can signs should 

bc permitted. 
Generic, internally-lit "can" signs that are meant to be set + 1\11 signs in the downto\vn should be pedesuian- 
anywhere are not appropriate. Ground-mounted signs 

oriented. h,laster-planned sites such as Parkplace 
sl~ould feature a substantial base and be integrated with 

may also include signs oriented to automobile 
tlie landscaping and other site features. IvIounting supports 

traffic for the wvliole complex. 
sliould reflect the materials and desim character of tlie u 

building or site elements or both. Special Considerations 

Too nlr~c,h uar/e!y Too NI I I~ :~  un$ovn~i& 
for Totem Center 

r.... ~ ..~. .. . ~.. + Signs within the TL2 should be coordinated 
through a sign package for the entire property. 

i .- 
I ii 
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Issue 
The relationshio between landscaping and architecture 

I j Introduction 1 Discussion I / General 1 Foliage can soften the hard edges and improve the visual 

i An important aspect of a pedestrian-oriented business the urban environment. 

; district is its physical setting, ~~~~~l features of a place environment can be categorized as apedest12'an/ 

i are key to residents' and visitors' perception. This section aufo* pedest~"", Or builnng lanhbqe. 

j lays out grudelines which serve to merge the design of I 
I structures and places with the natural environment. It I 

I 1 discusses concepts behind new landscaping as well as the ' 
1 maintenance and protection of existing natural features. 1 
I Special Considerations 

for Downtown Kirkland ! 1 

A primary goal stated in the Downtown Plan's Vision 
' Statement is to "clarify Downtown's natural physical 
: setting." Besides its excellent waterfront, Downtown 
: Kirkland's most important natural feantre is its bowl-shaped 

topograpliy- which provides views down &om the heights 
and views from the downtown of the wooded hillsides 

I surrounding the district. The valley topography also helps 
: to define the downtown's edges and facilitates the transition 

from largely comnercial activities in the valley floor to the 
; mostly residential areas in the uplands. Although Peter 

IGrk Park is a man-made open space, it too provides a 
' naturahing Function. 

The Pedestrian/Auto Landscape applies to where the 
pedestrian and auto are in close proximity. Raised planting 
strips can be used to protect the pedestrian from high-speed 
and high-volume traffic. Sweet trees help create a hospitable 
environment for both the pedestrian and the driver bp 
reducing scale, providing shade and seasonal variety, and 
mitigating noise impacts. 1 

Special Considerations for 
Juanita Business District 

The Pedestrian Landscape offers variety at the ground 
level through the use of shrubs, ground cover, and trees. 
Pedestrian circulation, complete with entry and resting I The underlying goal of redevelopment in the business 
points, should be emphasized. If used effectively, plant 

district is to create a neighborhood-scale, pedestrian district 
materials can give the pedestrian visual cues for moving which takes advantage of the amenities offered by Juanita ! I - through the urban environmetlt. Plant materials that I Day - 
provide vaiiety in texture, color, fragrance, and shape are I 

Soecial Considerations for Totem Center , especially desirable. 1 - , ~ ~ - ~  -~ ~ 

An important goal in the Totem Lake Neighborhood Plan is ! 
The Building Landscape. Landscaping around urban / 

to establish a "gxeenway" extendingin an east/wvest direction : buildings - particularly buildings with blank walls - can 1 
across the neighborhood. Portions of the greenwvy foUow I reduce scale and add diversity through pattern, color, and , 
Totem Lake Boulevard, along the western boundary of TL - rorm. 2. Propexties abutting the designated greenbelt should be 1 

I landscaped wid1 mateiials that complement the natural areas Examples of how landscaping is used to soften and enhance ! 

?f the greenway where possible. the visual quality of the urban eiivironment indude: i 
! 

Dense screening of parking lots; 

I Tau cylindrical trees to mark an entry; 
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4 Continuous street tree plantings to protect 
pedestrians; 

+ Several clusters of dense trees along long building 
facades; 

+ Cluster plantings at focal poults; 

4 Parking with trecs and shrubs planted internally as 
well as on the perimeter. 

Guidelines 

The placement and amount of landscaping for new and 
existing development should he mandated through design 
standards. Special consideration should he given to the 
purpose and context of the proposed landscaping. The 

pedestrian/auto landscape requires strong plantings of a 
structural natnre to act as buffers or screens. 

The pedestrian landscape sltould emphasize the s ~ ~ b t l e  
characteristics of the plant materials. The building 
landscape sho~rld use landscaping that complenlents the 
building's favorable qualities and screens its faults. 

Special Consideration for North Rose Hill 
Business District 
11 dense landscape buffer should be utilized to provide a 
transition separating comniercial uses from adjoining single 
family or tnulti-family residential uses. 

Special Consideration for Totem Center 
\ W t l ~ l  TL 1, special landscaping eleinents such as gateways, 
arches, fountains and sculptures should be incorporatcd, 
in order to create a lively streetscape and provide risual 
interest along the street edge. \%ere possible, existing 
manm landscaping should be retained and uicorporated 
into new developtnent to soften the impact of increased site 
coverage and preserve the green character of tlie area. 

Protection and Enhancement of 
Wooded Slopes 
Issue 
Topography provides opportunities for natural screening 
that maintains views. 

Discussion 
New planhngs on wooded slopes should be selected for their 
slendeg open growth pattern. Limbing-up and thinning-out 
branches should also be allowcd to maintain views while 
keeping the character of tlie wooded hillsides. \Veed species 
should be retnoved and replaced with appropriate native 
species. \Vooded slopes can: 

+ Reduce visual impacts of the urban envkonment. 

+ Separate uses by providing a transition zone. 

+ Mitigate urban noise and air pollution for upland 
uses. 

+ Pmide  wildlife habitat. 

Guidelines 

Vegetation on slopes should be preserved and maintained 
as a buffer using native vegetation wherever possible. 

New multifamily and single-family residential developments 
on slopes should be required to retain about 30 percent of 
the site in wooded open space and inventoried significant 
trees. Tree removal or enhancement can be determined hy 
the use and site design. 

Design Guidelines: Pedestrian-Oriented Burinerr Dirlrirtr 29 



Property owners o f  lowlands should be sensitive to upland , Height Measurement on Hi 1 Isides 
, uses and enhance hillsides to maintain existing views. 

Deciduous trees should be restricted to s m d  varieties: 
Issue I 

. . .  
evergreens be thinned-out o r ~ m ~ e d - n p  ! Mamtamlng views and enhancing natural land forms is 

/ to allow for views from adjoiuiugproperties. important to the design character of Kirkland. The scale 
relationships of built forms to their terrain should minimize 

In developments above view slopes, coniferous evergreens I visual barriers to views and lessen the impact on surrounding 
should be incorporated into the site back fiom the slope ; neighborhoods. In order to promote responsible design, 
to give conbinuity with the wooded slope. The b z k  sides building height restrictions should permit a development 
o f  commercial lots at the base o f  hillsides should be envelope that conforms to the terrain. Terracing, the 

to screen from uosighdy views stepping down of horizontal elements, is an effective way 

o f  rooftops. to develop hillsides and maintain views. 

Special Consideration Discussion 
for Downtown Kirkland The visual character of a landscape should be reflected 

in the buildings. Buildings that do not conform to steep Using and enhancing existing wooded slopes is especially . . 
important to IQrkland's natural setting. The hillsides ; lnclines detract from the natural feahlres of the site and 

surrounding Downtown Kirkland can provide a "ring should be avoided. In contrast, buildings that use the terrain ( 
of green." As vegetation ascends the slope it provides a as an opportunity for variation in the built form easily fit / 
''greenbelt" effect. The proper maintenance or enl~ancement into their setting without disruption. Terracing a building 

: to roughly parallel the slope of a site will create a building of such slopes need not disrupt view corridors of upland 
properdes. ; envelope that follows the contou of its property. Terraced 

roof decks, modulated roofs, and sloped roofs can carry 
Special Consideration for out this objective. 
Juanita Business District 

The views of wooded hillsides surrounding the Juanita 
Rnsiness Disuict are a local asset that can be used to upgrade 
the area's visual impact. 

I 

I Tcnnred 6,,;/411g ,z/ec/ I / ,  
topsrqb r<,wgirtg fikland? Do,~sfow,,. 

I 
Guideline 

' The top o f  the building should roughly follow the slope 

o f  the existing terrain. 
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Views of Water Special Consideration for 

Issue Juanita Business District 
Views "f Lake ~ash i l lg ton  Kirkland its sense iew corridors to the Lal<e should be explored thmugh new 

place he context, ~1~~ rema velopment in the business district. Existing residential 
exceptiotlal resource be better linked ws and view oppornlnities through Juanita Beach Park 

tiearby districts. A water view is a recurring remindcr down public streets Should be preserved. 

the direction, function, and origin of I<irkland. 
Culverted Creeks 

Discussion 

Views may he considered in three ways. The lrilfut!tpa~oranln 
may be seen from one-quarter to more than one m Oftcn stream beds fall victim to progress and their stream 

Development has eliminated most of I(irk1and's panora am reduced to a drain pipe. One way to further 
views; remaining views should be protected. View ',or/ jective of clarifying the natural physical setting is to 
are places ~vherc an avenue behveen buildings crea stream beds wherever possible. 
slotted visual path allowing a glitnpse of the water beyon 
l'roxi,,i?y uie~u~ are those adjacent to and within one 
sway from tlie waterfront; they extend tlie water 
character. Each type of view is critical to I<irkland's to nateml 
design character. 

Special Consideration 
View corridors and panoramic views from higher ground 
can be protected by height restrictions and lmitatiotis on 
rooftop clutter. Existing structures in sonic areas block 
views of the Lake. LVith renovation of existing structures, 
opening up of views sliould be  encouraged. New 
development sliould respect the existing view corridors. 

I'roximity views require much larger fields of vision, 
therefore, development should remain a comfortable 
distancc from tlie shore and be set back along view ., 

corridors. Tlus will allow views of the water to widen from 
increasingly closer distances and will eliminate an abrupt 
change between development and shorelit~e. 

Guideline 

Exist ing views should be mainta ined .  This  can be 

accomplished b y  widening se tbacks  as development 

approaches the water. Buildings should step dowu hillsides. 

Buildiugs and rooftop appurtenances should be placed 

perpendicular to the water in order to safeguard views. 

for Downtown Kirkland 
A former stream bed, now enclosed in culverts, flows 
through the center of downtown from 6th Street, through 
Peter I<irk I'arlc, just soutli of Central Way and into Marma 
Park. A restored stream bed could be incorporated in 
the oarks and other vublic sites. and vossiblv on v~ivate 

Special Considerations for Totem Center 
One channel of the 'Totern Lake tributary extcnds along I- 
405, west of Totem Lake Boulevard in a culvert to Totem 
Lalie. If it is feasible, restoration of this stream bed could 
be incorporated into the "green\vayn design developed for 
this segment of Totem Lake Boulevard. hnotlier tlibotary 
of Juanita Creek runs across tlie northwest section of  
Totem Center, with portions in a cu1ve1-t and other portions 
remaining in an open stream bed. Redereloptneiit of 
these properties could ulclude restoration of the culverted 
portions of the stceam as an amenity provided on site. 
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