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Tony Leavitt

From: Annette Cox [annettec@suhrco.com]
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2011 1:09 PM
To: Tony Leavitt
Subject: International Community School

Mr. Leavitt,

In the 1960s prior to the town of Houghton joining the City of Kirkland, Houghton granted the Gordon Hauck site to the

Lake Washington School District (LWSD) for an elementary school to accommodate overflow from Lakeview

Elementary. The site is single family zoned. Fortunately, at that time, the Houghton Community Council was

established to preserve local control over land use. The Community Council was created as part of an agreement to

convince Houghton to become part of Kirkland. It was part of a “trade off”: Houghton became part of Kirkland in

exchange for the creation of the Houghton Community Council to preserve integrity and local control over land use

decisions. In 1999, Lake Washington School District proposed establishing the International Community School (ICS).

The Gordon Hauck Neighborhood was quite concerned as the neighborhood was a small one with little traffic and many

pedestrians. Through negotiations, the Gordon Hauck neighborhood, LWSD and the Houghton Community Council drew

up an agreement to mediate traffic and general congestion. The City of Kirkland was to monitor compliance, although

this part has recently been denied by the City of Kirkland which is extremely unsettling as I sat across the table during

negotiations from City representatives. In this agreement (attached) LWSD agreed to many stipulations. To date none

of the criteria was ever met. If there was a transportation plan, it was never implemented. Parents picking up and

dropping off students continue to block driveways forcing neighbors to take alternate routes when leaving the

neighborhood in the morning. The cap of students agreed upon was surpassed and never honored. The site is a party

site on weekends with beer bottles and cigarette butts strewn throughout. Buses idle for a half hour causing fumes to

build up on neighborhood streets.

Now the neighbors are being asked to allow the site to house a 64,000 square foot high school. Though LWSD uses

terminology such as “modernization” of the school, it is, in essence, tearing one structure down to replace it with

another. The very term “modernization” is misleading as “modernization” means bringing an existing entity up to

standard. How can citizens trust LWSD to honor new commitments? The bigger issue, however, is the City’s

responsibility to honor its commitments. The City’s continued allowance of development of this site is a slap in the face

to our neighborhood and to the residents of this City. The City continues to ignore the impact this will have on our

quality of life. They have refused to intervene on behalf of the neighborhood in the past and are now even denying

knowledge of an agreement that they were instrumental in drawing up in 1999. One of the City’s employees that

attended negotiations in 1999 is an acquaintance of mine.

The City’s role in all of this is interesting. They are allowing a school to operate within the City’s boundaries that does

not directly benefit the City or its citizens. They have allowed a change to a zoning ordinance to slip through in an

underhanded way. Certainly, the increase in density has no positive influence on the surrounding neighborhood. Some

of the expansive rural areas of Redmond would be much better suited for this facility. You cannot argue that it is more
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cost effective to remodel as LWSD is not remodeling the site but building a whole new structure. Why is the City of

Kirkland so interested in having this school within its boundaries? At a time when funding is so scare for existing

schools, why is LWSD spending $15 million for such a limited population? The school does not even begin to represent

the demographics of Kirkland or LWSD or its constituents’ wishes.

Respectfully Submitted,

Annette Cox, CMCA®

This email may contain information that is confidential. The contents of this email are intended only for the recipient(s) listed above. If you are not the 
intended recipient you are directed not to read, disclose, distribute or otherwise use this transmission. If you have received this email in error, please 
notify the sender immediately and delete the transmission. 
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Tony Leavitt

From: Easy Street ]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 12:02 PM
To: Tony Leavitt
Subject: Re: ICS and CES ZON11-00023

On Tue, Oct 18, 2011 at 8:27 PM, Easy Street wrote: 
To: Tony Leavitt 
From: Jeff Nouwens 

Hi Tony, 
My comments and attached pictures to follow. 

The LWSD wants to replace the present schools in a isolated neighborhood that has roads that are way to 
narrow to serve the present schools. With it being stated by the City that 111th Ave. NE is wider than 112th 
Ave. NE making the primary road 112th Ave. NE just won't work and doesn't work presently. Any change to on 
street parking for these streets would create an adverse impact on those neighbors since they need the on street 
parking presently. With cars parked on both sides of the road, these roads 110th Ave NE, 111th Ave. NE, 112th 
Ave. NE, NE 65th St, NE 62nd St. and NE 60th St. all become ONE LANE ROADS. On some of the roads 
even having a car parked on one side of the road makes it difficult to drive down the road with two cars meeting 
where that car is parked. So I've enclosed pictures showing this and have more pictures I would like to submit at 
the public hearing too. The traffic impact study doesn't reflect this impact since it just shows how many vehicles 
can travel on a road per hour if they keep moving which they don't at the school since everyone arrives at once 
and leaves at the same time. Since these schools are special and the kids come from all over the school district 
the majority of the students are delivered by car and picked up by car. The LWSD was going to provide Traffic 
Management Studies for the years 2000 to 2004 for the ICS as per the GHN agreement from 1999. Please have 
the LWSD have these available for the public hearing.
As for the GHN agreement signed back in 1999 between the neighbors and the LWSD it would seem to me that 
this agreement is still enforceable by the neighborhood. This agreement was established as a Master Plan for 
this site to allow the LWSD to change the use of this school from an elementary school into a junior high and 
high school with certain stipulations such as student body caps of 360 students for the ICS and 80 students for 
the CES. Also how many students could drive to school of 45 students I believe, which was changed by LWSD 
to a higher number. The landscaping agreement of anything planted on the site for the future would have a 
maximum height at maturity of 15 feet. All on site parking and no drop off or pick up of students off site. 
Light pollution has been all over the board by the school. From 1994 until 2005 the parking light standards were 
shut off at night. From 2006 to the present the lights have been on until the school shuts them off any where 
from 9:35 to 11:00 PM. In January of 2010 the parking lot standards were shut off completely and weren't 
turned back on until September 2010. 
Ingress and egress for the school has caused many traffic jams and has made the neighborhood unsafe for 
driving for myself and other neighbors too. If this school is permitted the site should have ingress and egress 
from all three sides to make the school more accessible. The widening of all the streets around the school North, 
South and East sides to 36 feet would permit a safe traffic flow at the immediate school but still wouldn't 
resolve the exit street problem to NE 68th street and 108th Ave. NE. 
The safety issue for traffic and pedestrians has been scary at best over the years. Kids walking in the streets, 
students and parents running stop signs at various intersections. Sooner or later an accident will happen and has 
almost happened to me six times over the past 12 years. 
The police have been notified of this and actually have come out several times in the past 12 year period. The 
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police department has been notified about the parking problems for events as well. 
I understand that there might be higher priority items than running stop signs and giving out parking tickets.

Trees grow and building don"t. The LWSD has always claimed they didn't have any money to do anymore than 
mow the grass. So if this new school is permitted, no landscaping can be planted that would block any views 
now or in the future. Parking light standards no higher than 14 feet tall. No lights on at night unless a school 
event is taking place. All STUDENTS must be bused to this school from the three or four collections sites that 
presently operate now with buses unless a student has the right to drive to the school and park on site with the 
established rules of the school to park on site. This cap for driving to school for the students should be capped at 
the present level of 62. 

I would think with all these issues and problems the LWSD would want to build this school else where to 
accommodate more students as it will need the space in the future which brings me back to the cap of the 
student population for this school of 360 plus 80 for the CES.  
Why is this school being built to accommodate a 1,049 students when the LWSD just wants to add 65 students 
which would bring the present head count to around 540 with students and staff. It looks like the LWSD wants 
to double the student population with plans that have been submitted to the City of Kirkland. The on site 
parking is being increased to 145 spaces when the City recommends 128 spaces with the actual requirement 
being 103 spaces. So apparently the LWSD is planning for the future of more students and more staff..... The 
traffic and parking study provided by LWSD stated that the cars parked on site car count total was 92 total cars. 
On a day when the seniors weren't present in school the total car count was 64. So I guess this means only 28 
seniors drive to school total and a total staff of 25 for both schools means that 34 juniors drove and parked on 
site. With addition of 2 additional staff members why would the school need an additional 51 parking spaces. 
So apparently the traffic and parking study is flawed or the additional parking spaces aren't needed unless the 
LWSD plans on adding a lot more than 65 students that will also be driving to school. 

I would ask that this new school not be permitted. Wrong location for this size of school for this isolated and 
closed in neighborhood. It's not on a collector or arterial street which use to be a mandatory requirement until 
this was quietly changed last November 9th, 2010.  

Best Regards,
Jeff Nouwens 
P.O. Box 398 
Kirkland, WA. 98083 
jsn777@juno.com

110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



1

Tony Leavitt

From: Margaret Bull [wisteriouswoman@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Tony Leavitt
Subject: concerns about ICS site

October 20, 2011

Hi Tony,

Here are some of my concerns about the ICS remodel. I wanted to be sure I got them in by
the deadline. I wasn't sure if my previous letters would be included.

1. I see no mention of the fact that there needs to be parking for part time teachers and
aids as well as all the parents that volunteer at both schools. ICS and CES require each
family to put in volunteer hours which means that there are lots of in and out trips
during the day. There are also times when many parents are there at the same time
during the day for a special event especially at Community School and not enough
parking is available.

2. I wasn't sure but I didn't see any mention of how they will govern student parking
allotment. That should be clearly laid out so that sophomores that get their license
midyear don't start driving to school when all the spaces have been allotted to juniors
or seniors. The parking spaces for students should be limited so that there is an ample
amount of parking available for parents and visitors.

3. What is the policy going to be for street parking? Will there be penalties for students
and parents that don't follow the guidelines of 'no neighborhood street parking'?
There was an agreement with the neighbors when ICS originally occupied the building.
Will this agreement still be in place?

4. 111th Street is fairly narrow. If neighbors park in front of their houses then there isn't
that much room for two buses to pass each other. Will the speed bumps be removed?
Will 111th Ave NE be changed in any way to accommodate the new school driveways?

5. NE 62nd Street is not a good choice for buses to be coming up and down because it is
fairly narrow. It is difficult for two cars to pass each other especially if cars are parked
on one or both sides. Street parking on this street is used more and more by those
taking the metro bus because the South Kirkland Park and Ride lot is overly full or the
buses are ' standing room only' by the time the bus loads at the Park and Ride. Street
parking near the intersection of NE 62nd Street and 108th Ave NE causes a hazard due
to the fact that the road is so narrow and the corner on the south side lacks visibility.
Even so, there will most likely be an increase of both Community School and ICS
parents coming up and down this street because of its easy access to the new
entrances. Will you be doing a traffic study on the changes that will affect NE 62nd
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Street and NE 60th Street? I would prefer if NE 60th Street was designated as the
street that the buses and cars must use coming and going to the site. It is a larger
street, has more visibility, has crosswalks and is a four way intersection.

6. Where will the truck access be during construction? I live off of NE 62nd Street and
hope that there will not be construction trucks or construction worker trucks parked
along the street. What is the plan for construction parking? Will 111th Ave NE be
blocked off at certain times when construction trucks are in this area? In other words
will the neighbors be required to detour during the construction?

7. Trees are a big issue for many neighbors. I think some of the trees along the south of
the property should be removed and replaced with trees that might be a better choice.
I am very concerned about the tree plan along the streets on the west and north of the
site. The city has requirements that aren't always wise. It can be difficult for new
drivers to make good decisions. Street trees often block sidewalk and street views of
pedestrians and cars that are farther from the intersection. Because of the complexity
of looking both ways and pulling out, a great deal of visibility is needed. The other
problem with street trees is that they can block the view of important signs that the
driver needs to be aware of. In my experience plantings along sidewalks often
encroach on pedestrian access. I feel that trees should be placed closer to the
buildings and away from the sidewalk.

8. I am concerned about access to the site during construction. I believe an access should
be kept available on the west side of the site for students walking to school from the
Houghton neighborhood.

9. I have seen the plans and feel there is inadequate play space for the elementary
students to play ball games at recess and lunch such as basketball, soccer, and
baseball. The hard surface play area is up against the building near the library and I
doubt that these games will be allowed in that area due to noise and safety issues.

Best Regards,

Margaret Bull
6225 108th Place NE
Kirkland WA 98033
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Tony Leavitt
City of Kirkland Planning Department
123 Fifth Avenue
Kirkland, WA 98033
Subject: ICS Redevelopment ZON11 00023

Dear Mr. Leavitt,

We live at 11231 NE 67th Street, one block north of the current site of the International Community
School (ICS) and the Community School (CS). We have lived in this location for 26 years. Our two sons
attended ICS. We are writing to express concerns regarding Lake Washington School District (LWD) plans
for the site.

Historically city zoning has allowed conditional uses for public institutions within lower intensity zones.
The original intent was that neighborhood services provided by schools, churches, and fire stations could
be located in close proximity to those they served. The subject site for the schools is located in an RS
8.5 zone, and it is surrounded on all sides by single family homes. Its perimeter streets are all local
access streets. Contrary to this intent ICS and CS are not neighborhood schools. They are commuter
schools which draw students from the entire school district.

In 1999 ICS moved to this site. CS was already in place. At that time neighbors were concerned about the
impacts a junior high/ high school would have on the neighborhood. The City negotiated an agreement
between the neighborhood and LWSD with conditions for development at that time as well as in the
future. (See attached) To our knowledge, this agreement has not been referenced by either the City or
LWSD as part of the current permitting process and has largely been ignored by LWSD.

Current plans on file with the City describe a new campus serving grades 1 12. Key data points are as
follows:

- Student population will increase from 450 to 515
- School area will increase from 46,677 SF (103 SF/ student) to 65,000 SF (126 SF/ student)
- Impervious lot coverage will triple from 153,408 SF to 451,818 SF, due to expanded building

area and extensive expansion of driveways and parking areas.
- Automobile circulation into the site will be modified substantially.

We are concerned that the new campus will have a substantial impact on the community, and that the
impacts must be properly considered and mitigated by the City of Kirkland, LWSD, and the school
community itself. Our concerns are as follows:

School size based on the area ratios per student, it would appear that the new schools can
accommodate 631 students, an additional increase of 116 over what is projected in the permit
application. These are very popular schools with many more students applying for application by lottery
than space allows. There will be pressure on the schools to increase enrollment to meet the actual
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capacity of the building. There are currently no mechanisms in place for oversight by the City and
neighborhood when this increase occurs.

Traffic

In the traffic report prepared by Heffron Transpotation, Inc. on June 3, 2011, both current and projected
trip generation for the school is presented. Current trip rates are 2.50 trips per day per student. With
the projected enrollment increase of 65 students, total trips per day for the new campus will increase
from 1,120 to 1,290 car trips per day. Looking purely at this relatively incremental increase, does not
account for the fact that it starts with an extraordinarily high number of trips per day for a school with
nearly all students commuting by car.

In the traffic report and City concurrency review new circulation routes for school traffic are described.
Rather than continuing to split incoming and outgoing autos between 111th and 112th, it is proposed that
all campus traffic enter and exit the neighborhood on 112th. The City report states that 112th is capable
of handling parked cars on both sides of the street and two lanes of traffic. In fact, this is not the case.
112th is too narrow for two rows of parked cars and two lanes of traffic and if cars are parked on
opposite sides of the street a bottleneck occurs which has backed up waiting cars all the way to the
school and onto 68th. This will only get much worse with the proposed traffic plan.

The reports do not analyze traffic impacts at any of the arterial intersections that are affected by school
traffic 110th, 11th and 112th Avenue at NE 68th Street. We question the assumption that there are no
measurable impacts at these locations.

The City’s concurrency report suggests that if routing all traffic to 112th proves to be a problem in the
future, traffic should again be separated to other streets. We suggest that split traffic patterns be
required at the outset, as 112th most certainly cannot handle all of the traffic both ways.

If the school population grows by the 116 students that might be accommodated by the area increase,
an additional 290 trips/day will be generated based on the current average. We think the traffic report
should be amended to include analysis of this potential increase in trips/day.

This school is accessed by driving 1 2 blocks thru residential neighborhood streets. By design this is a
commuter school where 80 90 % of the students arrive by car driven by themselves or their parents. As
noted in the traffic report very few students arrive by public transportation, walking or bicycle and the
LWSD bus service is limited and underutilized. As provided for in the 1999 agreement the LWSD is
required to follow a transportation management plan and traffic monitoring. This plan works reasonably
well at the beginning of the school year when drivers follow the plan. As the year goes on and people
“forget” the plan or decide that they don’t have time to wait in line, or parked cars force drivers to wait,
the plan breaks down. Safety for the community and neighbors is then compromised.

In addition to the increase to traffic, the increase in carbon footprint of the school is not addressed at
all. What are these impacts to the neighborhood and the entire community?
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Regulatory process We live one block from the school. We did not receive notice of any public
meetings to discuss LWSD plans for the site until after we contacted the planning department and asked
to be put on a list to receive information.

- Modernization The scope of this project has been downplayed as a “modernization”. In fact it is
a complete redevelopment of the entire site, which will dramatically change the character of the
neighborhood.

- SEPA LWSD has been allowed to act as lead agency for this project. This is in direct violation of
the 1999 agreement between the LWSD and the neighborhood group which states that the city
will be lead agency for any changes to the site that require a new SEPA review. The notice
posted at the site led to a website which describes the state allowed process LWSD uses for
environmental review. It did not however provide specific notice of the EIS timeline or a
mechanism for public comment.

- Zoning Change We understand that in October 2010, the City implemented a change to the
zoning code which deleted the requirement that schools to be on a "collector or arterial street".
We understand that this change was made specifically to help pave the way for new schools to
be built on the subject site and was done in such a way that appears to have misled the
Houghton Community Council and the public. We did not receive notice of this important
change to the code and if we had would have participated in the process.

- EIS In the EIS document, LWSD made a determination of non significance on its own behalf. In
fact the impact of the new school campus within this single family neighborhood will be
substantial due to its physical size, its three fold increase in developed area, loss of open space,
and potential for future growth. Negative traffic impacts from the school have been in place
since 1999, and will increase with this proposal.

Consider the “Community” – What the EIS does not acknowledge is the role that this public school
property plays in the neighborhood. This is where we gather for the dog park, the soccer and t ball
practice field, and the sledding hill. Our pedestrian connection through the site at 112th will disappear.
The public view from the hillside facing west, where neighbors gather to watch sunsets, Fourth of July
fireworks and the Blue Angels, will be lost.

We ask the City of Kirkland to take a harder look at the project being proposed, and the leeway the
school district has been given. We question the scale of the campus in this location, and do not feel
adequate review is being done of neighborhood impacts.

One of the best ways to contribute to the international community is by being responsible to your local
community. We ask the schools and LWSD to consider lessening the impacts to the neighborhood by
more sensitive site design, and a responsible transportation management plan that gets the students
out of cars.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to the participating in the process further, and to a
result that benefits both the school and the neighborhood.

Susan and Ralph Busch
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