
Houghton/Everest Neighborhood Center 
Existing Zoning 

 
The area is designated as a Neighborhood Shopping Center in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan.  There are two zones in the Houghton/Everest 
Neighborhood Center. The majority of the Center is zoned Community Business 
(BC) which is a commercial zoning designation. The areas designated in red on 
the following map show the properties that are zoned BC.  There is also an area 
zoned Multifamily Residential (RM 3.6) in the southwest corner of the 
Neighborhood Center (shown in beige on the map). 
 

 
 
Community Business (BC) Zoning  
 

 Height:  The height limit in this zone is 30’ above ABE (average building 
elevation).  The height may be increase above 30’ through a public 
process before the Hearing Examiner (Process IIA) if the following criteria 
are met: 

o Local or territorial views designated in the Comprehensive Plan are 
not blocked. 



o The increased height is consistent with the applicable 
neighborhood plan provisions in the Comprehensive Plan; and 

o The required front yard of the structure is increased by one foot for 
each foot over the 30 foot limit. 

 Uses:  At least 75 percent of the total gross floor area on the ground floor 
must contain retail, restaurants, taverns, hotels, motels, or offices. 

 Maximum density: Determined by height and bulk of the building. 
 Required Yards: 20’ for front and 0’ for side and rear (more for gas 

stations). 
 Lot Coverage:  80% 
 Parking:  Requirements depend on use. 

 
Multifamily Residential (RM 3.6) Zoning  
 

 Height:  The height limit in this zone is 30’ above ABE. 
 Uses:  Predominately residential, but small retail establishments may be 

allowed if approved through a public process before the Hearing Examiner 
(Process IIA). 

 Single Family Lot size: Minimum 3,600 square feet. 
 Multifamily Density:  Minimum lot area per unit is 3,600 square feet, but 2 

additional units may be constructed for each affordable housing unit 
provided. 

 Required Yards: Generally, 20’ for front, 5’ minimum with two yards equal 
to 15’ for sides, and 10’ for rear.  

 Lot Coverage:  60% to 70% depending on the use. 
 Parking:  Requirements depend on use (1.7 spaces per unit for 

multifamily). 
 Other Requirements:   

o Developments creating 4 or more new dwelling units must provide 
at least 10 percent affordable housing units (as defined in Chapter 
5 of the Zoning Code). 

o Common recreational open space required per Chapter 115 of the 
Zoning Code. 

 
 
 


