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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
To: Houghton Community Council 
 
From: Nancy Cox, Development Review Manager 
 
Date: July 12, 2013 
 
Subject: Residential Suites in the Houghton Business District, File PLN13-00005 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review and discuss the preliminary proposal for residential suites at 6710 108th Avenue 
by Jeff Nouwens.  Mr. Nouwens is seeking your support for the project.  In order for the 
project to proceed, either the City Council needs to direct staff to prepare a code 
amendment, the Business District portion of the Neighborhood Plan needs to be 
updated, and/or the concept of residential suites in the business district needs to be 
included as part of the Comprehensive Plan update. 
   
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
Mr. Nouwens attended the last HCC meeting and presented the materials included in 
this packet under Items from the Audience.  The HCC requested he contact the 
Neighborhood Associations (Central Houghton and Everest) and that staff put the 
materials on the agenda so that community members will know about the discussion. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Letter from Jeff Nouwens dated June 17, 2013 
2. Letter from Michael M. Nelson, Nelson Legacy Group 
3. Letter from Joseph Castleberry, Northwest University 
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June 6, 2013 

Rick Whitney 

Chair, Houghton Community Council 

HoughtonCouncil@kirklandwa.gov 

Dear Mr. Whitney, 

Joseph L. Castleberry, Ed. D. 
President 

5520 1 08th Ave NE 
PO Box 579 

Kirkland, WA 98083-0579 

425.889.4202 

Fax 425.889.5200 

joseph.castleberry@northwestu.edu 

Springtime greetings to the Houghton Community Council. I am writing to express Northwest 

University's support, in principle, to the plan being proposed by JeffNouwens to build 

"residential suites" on the property adjacent to our office building at 6710 108th Avenue. As the 

next-door neighbors to the property where Mr. Nouwens proposes to build the facility, we expect 

no harmful effects to us or the rest of the community. 

While we have made no formal agreement with Mr. Nouwens, there is some possibility that the 

university would have interest in utilizing or even leasing the proposed building to expand 

housing options for our students, especially third and fourth-year undergraduates, graduate 

students, and adult students who prefer to rent apartments in the community rather than live on 

campus. Residents would naturally become customers for the adjacent business of the Houghton 

Plaza. 

The University respects and appreciates the wisdom of the Community Council in making 

decisions based on a careful consideration of all factors affecting the community in processing 

these kinds of proposals. For the record, we believe that the proposed residential suites will be a 

positive addition to our community. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Castleberry, Ed. D. 
President 

North'West J 
UNIVERSITY~ 
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