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(September 2006 Revision)

XV.M.  HIGHLANDS NEIGHBORHOOD

The water quality and quantity characteristics in the
Peter Kirk Elementary stream tributary of the Moss
Bay Basin near the school appear to be decent
although analysis has not been conducted. The
quality of water in this stream contributes to the
quality of water in Lake Washington. The feasibility
of relocating the stream out of the railroad ditches
upstream of the school and moving it farther away
from the railroad into a more natural channel with
native vegetation and reintroduction of cutthroat trout
into the stream are opportunities worth investigating. 

Policy H-2.2:

Develop viewpoints and interpretive
information where appropriate on property
around streams and wetlands if protection of the
natural features can be reasonably ensured. 

Providing education about the locations, functions,
and needs of sensitive areas will help protect these
features from the negative impacts of development
and could increase public appreciation and
stewardship of these areas. When appropriate, the
placement of interpretive information and viewpoints
will be determined at time of development on private
property or through public efforts on City-owned land.

Policy H-3.1:

Enhance and protect the tree canopy. 

It is important to increase this valued tree canopy;
therefore, additional trees are desired and encouraged
to be planted on private property, and within public
parks and rights-of-way. The incremental removal of
trees over time degrades the stability and function of
tree groves.

Policy H-3.2:

Encourage the preservation and proper
management of trees adjoining I-405 and the
railroad. 

These trees provide a buffer for neighboring
development from the freeway and railroad impacts.

Policy H-4.1:

Encourage clustered development on slopes
with high or moderate landslide or erosion
hazards (Figure H-3). 

Clustering development on properties constrained by
these hazard areas is encouraged in order to retain the
natural topography and existing vegetation and to
avoid damage to life and property. One way to
accomplish clustering is through a Planned Unit
Development, where retaining open space and the
existing vegetation is a public benefit. On properties
similarly constrained at the north end of Highlands,
development was clustered to preserve the natural
vegetation and minimize land surface modification. 

Policy H-5.1:

Encourage creation of backyard sanctuaries for
wildlife habitat in upland areas. 

People in Highlands have opportunities to attract
wildlife and improve habitat on their private property
by providing food, water, shelter, and space for
wildlife. The City, the State Department of Fish and
Wildlife, and other organizations and agencies
experienced in wildlife habitat restoration can provide
assistance and help organize volunteer projects.

Goal H-3: Preserve, protect, and properly
manage the urban forest, which contributes to
the forested nature of the Highlands Neighbor-
hood. 

Goal H-4: Protect potentially hazardous
areas, such as, landslide, erosion, and seismic
areas, through limitations on development and
maintenance of existing vegetation. 

Goal H-5: Protect wildlife throughout the
neighborhood. 
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