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April 7, 2008 

Lauri Anderson 
City of Kirkland Planning 
123 – 5th Avenue 
Kirkland, WA  98033 

Re: Highland Glen Short Plat (Formerly Davidson Property) March 2008 submittal 
TWC # 040622.76 

Dear Lauri: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Critical Areas and Conceptual Mitigation Report 
and plans for the Highland Glen Short Plat prepared by Talasaea Consultants, Inc., revised date: 
March 20, 2008. 

Findings 

I have some concerns about the suitability of the westernmost wetland creation area.  This area is 
located near the southwestern property corner, adjacent to the sewer and railroad corridors.  
Roughly the lower half of the proposed wetland creation area lies on an oversteepened bank that 
was likely cut during the installation of the sewer line.  The oversteepened section is 
approximately 10 to 15 feet high.  Unfortunately, the topographic survey is not detailed enough 
to show this bank.  This area is much steeper than the 2:1 conceptual cross section slope shown 
on the plans.  This slope actually approaches vertical in some areas.  This is steeper than the 
angle of repose, however the bank appears to be stable due to dense vegetation, including large 
cottonwood trees.  I am concerned that it is not possible to modify such a slope to become 
wetland without significant clearing and earthwork.  Such reworking of the area may be 
prohibitively expensive and would likely cause unacceptable damage to the adjoining wetland 
and buffers. 

It may be possible to shift some of the creation area to the south without increasing the buffer on 
the neighboring property.  Since the neighboring property is a right of way it is possible that if 
additional mitigation area is needed, the city could allow additional buffer to extend into that 
area.  However, the city would need to provide authorization, or permission to shift buffer into 
the right of way.  Any redesign would need to be supported by a more detailed field survey of 
this area, including potentially affected trees. 

The roof/footing drain line that supplies wetland hydrology to the westernmost creation area cuts 
directly through wetland and wetland buffer.  However, there is no provision for restoring the 
temporary impacts of its placement.  I assume that a corridor at least 10 feet wide will need to be 
cleared for this line.  Finally, the line should be routed to avoid trees and other desirable native 
vegetation to the maximum extent practicable. 

Several plant species are proposed that are not suitable to mitigation sites.  The following plants 
should be removed from the plan:  Shore pine (rarely found in western King County), high bush 
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cranberry (not found in western King County), and evergreen huckleberry (rarely performs well 
and is not found east of Puget Sound). 

Finally, many of the trees proposed are specified in two sizes: 2-gallon containers and ball and 
burlap (B&B).  We have found that the larger B&B trees do not perform as well as the smaller 
container stock.  These should be substituted for the smaller stock. 

Please call with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Hugh Mortensen, PWS 

Ecologist 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: Hugh Mortensen
To: LWANDERSON4@MSN.COM
Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2008 2:46 PM 
Subject: Davidson (Highland Glen) 
 
Lauri: 

I have completed my review of the latest revised submittal for this project.  The submittal included 
a cover letter and transmittal from Talasaea Consultants, both dated April 22, 2008, and full size 
and letter size copies of the proposed site plan and conceptual mitigation plan and the conceptual 
wetland mitigation plan and conceptual planting plan. 

The revised submittal adequately addresses the comments relayed in my April 7, 2008 review 
letter. 

Please let me know if you need anything further on this project. 

-HUGH MORTENSEN; PWS 

Senior Ecologist 
 

750 6th Street S. 

Kirkland, WA  98033 
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