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To: Nancy Cox, Park Planning and Development Manager 
 
From: David Godfrey, P.E., Transportation Engineering Manager 
   
Date: October 18, 2010 
 
Subject: EASTSIDE RAIL CORRIDOR  
 
A member of the Transportation Commission will be at the November 4th Planning Commission 
Meeting to discuss the Eastside Rail Corridor.  The Transportation Commission has two 
interests; 1) to update the Planning Commission on the status of the Rail Corridor and 2) to 
hear the thoughts of the Planning Commission concerning how the corridor should be 
developed. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City has developed a webpage (www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/eastsiderailcorridor) that has a great 
deal of background material on the corridor.  In summary, the Port of Seattle currently owns 
the corridor.  A 2009 Memorandum of Understanding called for the County and Sound Transit to 
purchase the corridor from the Port.  That has not happened although the parties are still 
negotiating.  It’s anticipated that if the County owns the corridor, the County will conduct a 
regional process in which Kirkland will want to participate 
 
In the meantime, the City of Kirkland is undertaking public outreach to determine the interests 
of citizens.  An interest statement is being prepared by the Transportation Commission and that 
interest statement would be used as the City participates in any future regional process to 
determine corridor use. 
 
The City Council approved a set of activities for the Transportation Commission to undertake in 
order to develop such an interest statement.  One of those activities was to carefully consider 
the interests of the Park Board, the Houghton Community Council and the Planning 
Commission.  Other activities have included hosting a booth and getting written comments at 
the Wednesday and Friday markets, developing and distributing a fact sheet, keeping the 
website current, posting an online comment card, developing a list serve, walking the corridor 
and developing a set of corridor photos.  
 
The Transportation Commission presented an update to the City Council on October 5 and 
materials for that meeting are available on line at the City Website.  A presentation was also 
provided to the Houghton Community Council at their October 25th meeting. 


