
 

 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Planning and Community Development Department 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3225 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: June 17, 2008 
 
To: Houghton Community Council 
 
From: Joan Lieberman-Brill, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
Subject: 2007-2008 City Initiated Comprehensive Plan Amendments Intended for Adoption 

by City Council (ZON07-00001) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

• Review this memo which provides an update on several of the proposed city initiated 
amendments to the Kirkland Comprehensive Plan that the City Council intends to adopt in 
fall or winter 2008, for which Houghton Community Council (HCC) made 
recommendations.   

 
• Receive a briefing on the status of the City’s commitment to reduce climate change   

 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
On April 15, 2008 the Kirkland City Council adopted Resolution 4696.  This Resolution establishes 
the Council’s intent to adopt the proposed 2007-2008 revisions to the Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning Map into the final adopting ordinance later this year, along with possible city initiated 
changes to existing transportation concurrency and Level of Service methodology and several 
private amendment requests (outside Houghton’s disapproval jurisdiction) that are being 
processed separately.  Attachments referred to in this memo were adopted with this resolution of 
intent.  Underlines indicate new text and strikeouts indicate deletions of existing Plan text.   
 
Among the various topics that are included in this cycle of annual amendments, the HCC at its 
December 19, 2007 public hearing, recommended changes to the draft policies and narrative on 
climate change and public art.  HCC also recommended providing policies on integrating low 
impact development techniques and non-motorized transportation improvements in capital facility 
projects, as appropriate.   
 
The resolution adopted by Council in April confirmed the recommendations of the HCC to use low 
impact development techniques in all new or expanded capital facility projects, and to include non-
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motorized routes (bike lanes and walkways) on all new or street widening projects where feasible.  
Attachments 2 and 3 to this memo are the revised policy and narratives that address these issues.  
The Planning Commission (PC) and Council agreed that these recommendations had merit and 
that the proposed revisions articulate the city’s intent.   
 
The HCC also recommended changes on the topic of public art.  However on this topic the City 
Council confirmed the PC’s recommendation, which incorporates some but not all of HCC 
recommended changes.  Specifically, the description of public art has been toned down, but the 
definition remains as does the direction to expand Planned Unit Development criteria to include 
public art among the list of potential project benefits in proposed Policy narrative CC-1.4.  
Attachment 4 is the proposed amendment addressing public art adopted by resolution.   
 
Finally, during its review of the draft Plan amendments, the HCC recommended deletion of 
proposed climate change policy 5.2 and a portion of its narrative as well as the addition of text 
relating to protection of solar access from built obstructions in order to reduce energy 
consumption.  The City Council however, concurred with the PC’s recommendation on this topic, 
which does not incorporate these changes.  The adopted amendments add an intervening policy 
5.1 to break up the body of the preexisting text, but otherwise do not change the substance of the 
proposal.  Attachment 5 is the proposed amendments addressing climate change adopted by 
resolution.   
 
Because there is a difference in the policy statements preferred by the HCC, the City Council has 
suggested that staff present to HCC background information about the reasons why the City 
Council accepted the proposed policy language.  The proposed amendments reflect both the PC’s 
and Council’s position that climate change is a serious issue that needs to be addressed.  The 
narrative with the policy provides relevant context on this topic.  Attachment 1 is a memo by Erin 
Leonhart, Public Works Facilities and Administration Manager, summarizing the status of the City’s 
efforts and providing the background that supports the proposed Comprehensive Plan policies 
addressing global warming.   
 
At the study session, Erin Leonhart will address the HCC regarding the current status of Kirkland’s 
Climate Action Plan, the context in which the city is striving to reduce its carbon emissions, 
including newly adopted state legislation, and answer questions that may remain.  Finally, attached 
is a recent article from past Planning Director Joseph Tovar that may be of interest to you on the 
issues of the day (Attachment 6).   
 
Regarding the issue of solar access, the City Council, while supportive, is concerned about 
unintended consequences.  More thought is needed on how to implement such a program.  For 
example, could the first home that installs solar panels prevent the next home from maximizing its 
allowed building envelope, which might obstruct the solar access from the first home?  Prior to 
adding this or a similar statement in the Plan, it is necessary to study these potential outcomes.   
 
 
Attachments: 
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1. Memorandum from Erin Leonhart dated June 6, 2008   
2. Proposed Transportation Non-motorized amendments Policy narrative T-2.4 
3. Proposed Capital Facilities Low Impact Development amendments Policy and narrative CF-

2.2 and Policy narrative CF- 2.3 
4. Proposed Community Character Public Art amendments Policy narrative CC-1.4  
5. Proposed Natural Environment Climate Change amendments Policy NE-5.1 and Policy and 

narrative NE-5.2 
6. Article from Seattle Times April, 2008 

 
Cc: File ZON07-00001 

Planning Commission 
Kirkland Neighborhood Associations 
Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods 
Kirkland Chamber of Commerce 
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Attachment 1 

 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Department of Public Works 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3800 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Houghton Community Council 
 
From: Erin Leonhart, Facilities & Environmental Program Manager 
 
Date: June 6, 2008 
 
Subject: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS RELATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
Staff has recommended an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan that is consistent with City of Kirkland Resolution 
R-4659 and State of Washington legislation (SB 6001 and SHB 2815).  The bases of the recommended amendment 
are both policy and science. 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY 
 
The City of Kirkland and the State of Washington have assumed leading roles in the issue of climate change.  On 
May 17, 2005, Kirkland City Council signed a resolution endorsing the U. S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  
In signing the resolution, the City of Kirkland pledged to strive to meet or exceed Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing 
global warming pollution (reduce greenhouse gases to 7% below 1990 levels) by taking actions in our own operations 
and communities.  To support these efforts, the City of Kirkland has conducted greenhouse gas emissions 
inventories for the community at large and city government operations.   
 
On August 7, 2007, the Kirkland City Council approved Resolution R-4659 setting the following greenhouse gas 
reduction targets for the Kirkland community and government: 

• Emissions 20% below 2005 levels by 2020 for both the Kirkland community and municipal operations with 
an interim goal of 10% below 2005 levels by 2012; and 

• Emissions 80% below 2005 levels by 2050. 
Kirkland staff is developing the Climate Action Plan to establish the means to achieve these goals. 
 
By Executive Order in February 2007, Governor Gregoire established statewide greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
targets and clean energy economy goals:  

• By 2020, reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the state of Washington to 1990 levels, a reduction of 10 
million metric tons below 2004 emissions;  

• By 2035, reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the state of Washington to 25% below 1990 levels, a 
reduction of 30 million metric tons below 2004;  

• By 2050, the state of Washington will do its part to reach global climate stabilization levels by reducing 
emissions to 50% below 1990 levels or 70% below our expected emissions that year, an absolute reduction 
in emissions of nearly 50 million metric tons below 2004;  

• By 2020, increase the number of clean energy sector jobs to 25,000 from the 8,400 jobs we had in 2004; 
and  

• By 2020, reduce expenditures by 20% on fuel imported into the state by developing Washington resources 
and supporting efficient energy use.1  

 
With this Executive Order, Governor Gregoire also directed the Department of Ecology and the Department of 
Community Trade and Economic Development to develop the Climate Advisory Team to develop recommendations 
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to achieve those goals.  The goals in the Executive Order were reinforced in Senate Bill 6001 passed in May 2007 
and House Bill 2815, which was passed during the 2008 State Legislative Session.  
 
CLIMATE CHANGE SCIENCE 
 
There is scientific consensus at the international level that the climate is changing and that human activities are 
responsible for the change.  According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC): 

• “Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of increases in global 
average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising global average sea 
level…” 2   

• “Global GHG emissions due to human activities have grown since pre-industrial times, with an increase of 
70% between 1970 and 2004.” 3 

• “There is very high confidence that the global average net effect of human activities since 1750 has been 
one of warming…” 4 

 
The information used by the IPCC is all peer-reviewed and inclusion in the IPCC reports is by consensus. 
 
 

ENDNOTES 
 

1 State of Washington Office of the Governor, Executive Order 07-02 
2 Climate Change 2007:  Synthesis Report, p. 30 
3 Climate Change 2007:  Synthesis Report, p. 36 
4 Climate Change 2007:  Synthesis Report, p. 37 
 
 
 
For more information about climate change, please visit the following web pages: 

• International Panel on Climate Change:  http://www.ipcc.ch/ 
• Washington State:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/index.htm and 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/climateEd_overview.htm.   
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Attachment 3

9



Attachment 3
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Attachment 4
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Attachment 4
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Attachment 5
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Attachment 5
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Attachment 6

15


	1_staff memo June 23 HCC meeting
	RECOMMENDATION
	BACKGROUND DISCUSSION

	2_Attachment 1 Erin Leonhart memo to HCC -Climate Change
	3_Attachment 2 non motorized trans.amendments
	4_Attachment 3 LID amendments
	5_Attachmetn 4 public art amendments
	6_Attachment 5 climate change amendments
	7_Attachment 6 article Seattle Times



