EXHIBIT 27

Teresa Swan

From: Boscolo, Anthony (COM) <anthony.boscolo@commerce.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 3:32 PM

To: Teresa Swan

Subject: Kirkland Periodic Update

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Teresa,

Thank you for sending Growth Management Services the proposed amendments to the City of Kirkland Comprehensive
Plan and Development Regulations that we received on June 29 and processed with Material ID No. 21395. We
recognize the substantial investment of time, energy, and resources that these documents represent, and we
congratulate you on the progress made thus far. We are pleased to see there are many strong policies in the
comprehensive plan. We especially like the following:

e  Policy language within the Land Use Element which links high density land uses with the availability and frequency
of transit service.

e The concept of a travel hierarchy, beginning with walking and ending with motor vehicles, and its use when
prioritizing funding for transportation projects.

e  The plan has strong historic preservation goal and policy language. Including this language is key to protection of
historic and cultural heritage of the City of Kirkland’s landmarks and structures.

e  The Parks Element level of service standard of "Investment per Person" is a great approach which provides the city
with flexibility to respond to shifting priorities, demographics, and needs of the city.

We have concerns about the following that you should consider addressing before you adopt your plan and
development regulation amendments:

Introduction Element

e The Introduction Element list existing housing units as 37,450 with a base year of 2014 while the Land Use Element
list them as 36,866 with a base year of 2013. The numbers are not conflicting, but to make the comprehensive plan
easier to read, they could be brought into alighment by using the same base year.

Environment Element

e On page 5, the Environment Element discusses balancing environmental protection with obligations to
accommodate growth. The GMA does not view the goals of environmental protection and accommodating growth
as a balance, rather as two separate duties for jurisdictions to accomplish. This concept is recently discussed in the
Growth Management Hearings Board Final Decision and Order for Aagaard v. City of Bothell, 15-3-0001.

Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element

e  Policy 2.1 says "The City should provide 1.5 acres per 1,000 persons of developed neighborhood parks and 2.25 per
1,000 residents of developed community parks." Given that the method for measuring Level of Service has changed
to ‘investment per person’, it seems appropriate modify the language in this policy.

Capital Facilities & Utilities Elements

e  Functional plans were not transmitted and thus were not reviewed. It is important that functional plans are built
upon the 20 year population assumptions of the Land Use Element.

Congratulations to you and other city staff for the good work these amendments represent. If you have any questions
or concerns about our comments or any other growth management issues, please contact me at 360.725.3062. We
extend our continued support to the City of Kirkland in achieving the goals of growth management.

1



Anthony Boscolo, AICP

Senior Planner, Growth Management Services
Local Government & Infrastructure Division
Office: 360.725.3062

Washington State Department of Commerce
1011 Plum Street SE, Olympia, WA. 98504
WWwWWw.commerce.wa.gov

Follow us @WAStateCommerce

Learn why you should Choose Washington

EXHIBIT 27





