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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: February 17, 2011 
 
TO: Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Eric Shields, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Planning Work Program - Zoning Code Amendments 
 
Each year the Planning Work Program typically includes one or more projects involving 
amendments to the Zoning Code. Attached is a master list of potential code amendments 
maintained by the Department of Planning and Community Development.  The amendments on 
the list are divided into several groups based on the subject matter and proposed timing for 
review.  Staff asks that the Planning Commission review the proposed approach to reviewing 
amendments and provide a recommendation to the City Council.  The list and Planning 
Commission recommendation will be transmitted along with the proposed 2011 Planning Work 
Program for discussion at your meeting with the Council on March 15. 
 
A. dments that will be considered in the Green Code project this year. 

 
Amen

Miscella

-
ercial 

re 

B. neous amendments to be considered in 2011.  This group has been divided into two 
sub-groups: 
1. Items in the B.1 sub-group involve minor corrections or clarifications having little or no 

policy implications. This sub-group would be processed using Process IVA, described in 
Chapter 161 of the Zoning Code, in which the public hearing is held by the Planning 
Director rather than the Planning Commission.  Two issues in this group may be of interest 
to the Planning Commission: 
• Amendments to allow an electronic readerboard sign for displaying public service 

announcements at the North Kirkland Community Center (recent amendments allowed 
these signs at fire stations). 

• Amendments pertaining to the keeping of horses (primarily to clarify applicability of 
existing regulations to lots outside of the RS 35 and RSX 35 zones in Bridle Trails) 
 

2. Amendments in the B.2 sub-group would be reviewed by the Planning Commission.  In 
order to preserve the Planning Commission’s time for other projects, staff limited this sub
group to only one item – examining the regulations for ground floor uses in comm
zones outside of the Central Business District. We believe that current regulations a
flawed and deserve examination. One option for addressing this issue is to start by 
including it in the review of the Totem Lake regulations, which is a separate work program 
item. 
 
Other amendments could be added to the B.2 group if the Planning Commission and City 
Council desire. For example, a letter was recently submitted to the City requesting that the 
Zoning Code be amended to allow chickens on small lots in residential zones (see 
attachment).  Currently, the Zoning Code restricts chickens to lots greater than 35,000 sq. 
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Miscella  may 
.  

mendments to critical areas regulations to be considered in 2013 - 2014. 
 
otential sign code amendments. A subset of this group (E.1) involves codifying sign code 

int

otential amendments to nonconformance regulations to be considered in 2012 or later. 
 

ial amendments to be reviewed as part of future neighborhood plans. 

: PC zoning code amendments 2011 

ft. However, regulations for the annexation area will allow chickens on small lots consistent 
with existing County regulations The Planning Commission may wish to recommend to the 
Council whether this request should be considered this year, deferred to a future year or 
not given further consideration. 
 

C. neous amendments to be considered in 2012 or later.  The Planning Commission
wish to review this group to see if any of the items are of interest to be reviewed this year
 

D. A

E. P
erpretations, most of which have been in place for many years.  Some or all of the E.1 items 

may be able to be incorporated into the process IVA group to be processed this year.  Other 
sign code amendments will need to be considered in 2012 or later. 
 

F. P

G. Potent
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Es
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December 20, 2010 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As a homeowner in Kirkland, I was surprised to find that residents of the City are 
ot permitted to raise chickens, no matter what the size of their lot.  In addition, n
residents of our annexed area ARE permitted to raise backyard chickens.   
 
In these challenging economic times, there has been a resurgence of backyard 
agriculture.  We are growing more vegetables, for example, and wish to raise a few 
chickens for fresh eggs for our own use.  We respectfully request that the City of 
irkland update the land use code re backyard animals, to include more ways that K

private residents can enjoy their private property. 
 
I have scanned the rules and regulations in towns near us, and have several 
observations.  In the City of Bellevue, anyone can raise up to six backyard chickens, 
no matter what their lot size.  In the City of Bothell, up to 5 chickens.   In the City of 
Kirkland, RSA up to 3 chickens.  In the City of Kirkland proper, 0 chickens.  I wonder 
ow many years it’s been since Kirkland has had this area of policy rules h
reconsidered. 
 
In the City of Seattle, they have adopted a fully updated Municipal Code for Urban 
Farms and Community Gardens policy effective August 23, 2010.  I think this is 
worth reviewing.  I found a summary of the Animal Husbandry policies at the 
ardening organziation’s website for Seattle Tilth (seattletilth.org).  Note:  Anyone g
can have up to 8 chickens. 
 
I realize that in these times, the City has had to lay off staff and re prioritize what it 
can consider spending time on.  I think this is a worthwhile endeavor to review and 
update these policies at this time.  If there is a way that we can be helpful to you in 
considering this request, we’d be happy to do so. 
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