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www.ci.kirkland.wa.us

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: November 10, 2009 
 
To: Houghton Community Council 
 
From: Joan Lieberman-Brill, AICP, Senior Planner 
 Paul Stewart, AICP, Deputy Planning Director 
 
Subject: Final Approval of 2009 City Initiated Comprehensive Plan 

Amendments (File No. ZON09-00001) 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Take final action on this cycle of city initiated Comprehensive Plan Amendments by 
adopting a resolution to approve Ordinance 4212.   
 
Background 
 
The Kirkland City Council (CC) adopted Ordinance 4212 on October 20, 2009, which 
approves the 2009 cycle of city initiated Comprehensive Plan Amendments (CPA’s).  
Ordinance 4212 is Attachment 1 to this memorandum.   
 
Many of the changes are within the disapproval jurisdiction of the Houghton Community 
Council (HCC).  All amendments are listed in Attachment 2 and those within the 
Community Council’s disapproval jurisdiction are noted with an asterisk.  These 
amendments include: 

� A revised Capital Facilities Element to reflect the adopted Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) for 2009-2014. 

� Revised goals, policies or text addressing: 
o Implementation Procedure  
o Houghton Transfer Station 
o North Rose Hill Connection List  
o Totem Lake Urban Center Designation 
o Bridle View Annexation 

� Map change in Bridle Trails Neighborhood and all functional maps in the 
Comprehensive Plan (To incorporate Bridle View Annexation) 

� Map change in North Rose Hill Neighborhood (To recognize expansion of Forbes 
Lake Park) 

� Functional Map updates 
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Houghton Community Council Action 
 
Pursuant to ZC Section 160.95 the majority of the HCC must approve the City Council’s 
action by resolution before it becomes effective within Houghton.   
 
Attachments: 

1. Ordinance 4212 
2. List of amendments within Houghton Community Council’s disapproval 

jurisdiction 
File No. ZON09-00001 
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Attachment 2 
 

2009 CPA Amendments: 
The following amendments are organized by topic.  Those amendments identified with an 
asterisk (*) are within the Houghton Community Council jurisdiction.   
 
Many of these amendments have been provided by staff from various departments within the 
City, based upon their expertise on the subjects being addressed.   
 
Changes by Topic: 
1. *Incorporation of the 2009-2014 CIP into the CFP and Transportation Element 
 

2008 was a major CIP update year.  The City adopted a new 6-year CIP plan in September 
2008 for the period of 2009-2014 at the same time that the 2009-2010 budget was 
adopted.  Every year the Transportation and Capital Facilities Elements are amended to be 
consistent with any changes to the CIP.  These are “must do”, non-policy related, 
housekeeping amendments.   
 
The following Capital Facilities Plan tables and Transportation Element are amended:  
 

Table CF-8 Capital Facilities Plan: Transportation Projects 
Table CF-9 2022 Transportation Project List 
Table CR-10A Capital Facilities Plan: Utility Projects 
Table CR-10B Capital Facilities Plan: Surface Water Utility Projects 
Table CR-11 Capital Facilities Plan: Parks Projects 
Table CR-12 Capital Facilities Plan: Fire and Building Projects 
Table T-5 Project Descriptions for the 2022 Transportation Project List 
Figure T-6 Transportation Project List (Map)  

 

2. *New Implementation Strategy 
 

Last year the Planning Commission requested and the City Council concurred that projects 
identified in adopted neighborhood plan updates should be considered during the biennial 
CIP or in the Neighborhood Connection and Matching Grant Programs so that they could be 
nominated and considered for inclusion in the CIP, by the various departments responsible 
for implementation.  A new procedure in the Implementation Strategies Element ensures 
this step is taken.   
 
This is how it would work:  Those projects and improvements identified in neighborhood 
plans would be listed by neighborhood in Table IS-1 in the Implementation Strategies 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan.  This list would be transmitted to the various 
appropriate City departments so that each project could be considered during the biennial 
CIP nomination process and for Neighborhood Connection and Grant Program nominations.  
As these projects and improvements are implemented or funded, they would be taken off 
the list in the Implementation Strategies Element, signifying their completion.  This 
procedure would ensure that the loop is completed – from plan to implementation.  With 
this cycle of amendments, projects and improvements identified up to this point are now 
listed in Table IS-1.   
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3. *Status of the Houghton Transfer Station 

 
The King County Solid Waste Division owns and operates the Houghton Transfer Station.  
This waste is transferred to the Cedar Hills Landfill.  King County developed a Solid Waste 
and Transfer Plan in 2006 to address level of service criteria and transfer station capacity, 
and their effects upon the surrounding community.  Based on this evaluation, this plan 
recommends the closure of the Houghton Transfer Station pending siting and construction 
of two new planned stations which are expected to be completed in about 2016.   
 
In the meantime, a 2005 Memo of Understanding is in effect.  It intends to mitigate some of 
the negative effects the station was having on the surrounding neighborhood.  These are to 
be implemented or constructed by King County.   
 
Revised text replaces the current out dated text in the Solid Waste Transfer section of the 
“Public Services Element”.  This amendment brings our Plan into consistency with the 
current strategy for mitigating impacts. 
 

4. Forbes Lake Park expansion 
 
In October 2008 the City Council ratified purchase of the 1.49 acre Razumovich property at 
Forbes Lake to add to the Forbes Lake Park system.  This requires a land use redesignation 
from Medium Density to Park Open Space and a rezone from Planned Area 17, which allows 
12 dwelling units per acre on a minimum of two acres, to P, Public Use zone.  Revisions to 
the North Rose Hill Neighborhood Plan land use map and Figure PR-1: Kirkland Parks are 
required also.  These changes are required for consistency with current conditions. 
 

5. North Rose Hill Street Connection list update 
 

Several of the proposed street connections identified in Table NRH-1: North Rose Hill Street 
Connection Plan Description, are revised in order to reflect conditions on the ground.  
Connection number 3 is changed to address the fact that part of the connection is complete.   
 
Connection number 7 is deleted entirely because it is no longer feasible due to development 
patterns and the presence of a wetland.  It would require a minimum 40 ft. wide dedication 
from one developable lot.  A 40 ft. road dedication would result in the loss of property area 
making the lot undevelopable.   
 

6. Proposed Bridle View Annexation 
 

The city completed the Bridle View annexation and it went into effect on October 2.  
Located in unincorporated King County, it includes the Bridle View subdivision and the city 
owned 4 acre Snyder’s Corner Park.  It is within the City of Kirkland Potential Annexation 
Area.  The Bridle View subdivision is about 52 acres with a population at build out of 
approximately 135 people.  The zoning classification for the park and the subdivision is RSX 
35.   
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As a result, the Bridle Trails Neighborhood Plan text and land use map, and the zoning map 
are updated to reflect the annexation.  All other functional maps in the Plan are also 
revised, to incorporate this area.   
 
Included in the amendments to the Park/Open Space section of the Neighborhood Plan, is 
text describing the agreement with the Lake Washington School District for the public to use 
the recreation amenities at Ben Franklin Elementary School.  These amenities are 
maintained by the City.   
 

7. Totem Lake Urban Center Designation 
 
The Growth Management Planning Council adopted amendments to the Countywide 
Planning Policies designating Totem Lake as an Urban Center on May 20, 2003.  The most 
recent update of the Totem Lake Neighborhood Plan occurred in 2002, prior to that 
designation taking effect.  Prior to May, 2003 this was one of two areas identified in the 
Comprehensive Plan as an activity center.  The Urban center boundaries follow TAZ 
boundaries which do not always align with the neighborhood boundaries (so some of 
NRHBD is within these areas).  The difference between an activity area and an urban center 
is based on a hierarchy of development intensity, capacity, and transit mobility.  The 
amendments to the Totem Lake Neighborhood Plan text and addition of a map bring the 
Plan into compliance with the Countywide Planning Policies.  In addition, at the request of 
the Planning Commission, the Land Use Element was revised to address the characteristics 
of superior urban design in the context of the Urban Center designation. 
 

8. *Functional Element Map Amendments 
Each year the functional element maps in the Comprehensive Plan are updated to reflect 
changes tracked by the City’s GIS Department.  These are non policy related, housekeeping 
amendments.  The following is a list of functional maps that reflect changes since the 2007-
2008 update of the Plan.   
 
Transportation 

Figure T-1 Street Classification and State Routes  

Figure T-2 Bicycle System – Existing and Proposed  

Figure T-3 Pedestrian Corridor System – Existing and Proposed  

Figure T-4 Transit Service (Attachment 25) 

Figure T-7 Signalized Intersections  

 

Utilities 

Figure U-1 Water System  

Figure U-2 Sanitary Sewer System  

Figure U-2 Surface Water Management System  

Figure U-2 Northshore Water System  

67



Attachment 2 
 

Figure U-2 Northshore Sewer System  

 

Public Services 

PS-1 Fire Response Times within 5.5 minutes (Attachment 33) 

PS-2 Emergency Medical Services Response Times within 5 minutes (Attachment 34)  

 

Introduction 

Figure I-2 Potential Annexation Areas (Attachment 35) 

 

Land Use 

Figure LU-1 City wide Land Use (Attachment 36) 
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RESOLUTION 2009-7 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HOUGHTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
APPROVING ORDINANCE NO. 4212 ADOPTED BY THE KIRKLAND 
CITY COUNCIL ON  OCTOBER 20, 2009, ADOPTING THE 2009 
CITY INITIATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING MAP 
AMENDMENTS.  (FILE NO. ZON09-00001.) 
 
 WHEREAS, the Houghton Community Council has received  Kirkland 
City Council Ordinance No. 4212, adopting the amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Map; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the subject matter of Ordinance No. 4212 is within the 
disapproval jurisdiction of the Houghton Community Council and shall become 
effective within the Houghton Community Municipal Corporation only upon 
approval by the Houghton Community Council or the failure of the Community 
Council to disapprove this ordinance within 60 days of the date of passage; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 24, 2009, the Houghton Community Council 
held a courtesy hearing on the proposed amendments and, following the close of 
the public courtesy hearing, recommended that the City Council approve the 
amendments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the subject of this ordinance was reviewed and discussed 
by the Houghton Community Council at a meeting held on November 23, 2009; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Houghton Community Council elects to exercise its 
jurisdiction with respect to Ordinance No. 4212 by approving the ordinance; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that Ordinance No.4212 is hereby 
approved and shall be effective within the Houghton Community Municipal 
Corporation. 
 
 PASSED by majority vote of the Houghton Community Council in 
regular, open meeting this _____ day of ___________, 2009. 
 
 
 SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION thereof this _____ day of 
________________, 2009. 
 
 
 
  ___________________________ 
  Chair, Houghton Community Council 
 
 
_________________________ 
City Clerk 
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