


ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
This document is organized into three sections:

Section 1 is the foundation of the
Comprehensive  Plan.  It describes the primary goals
of the City’s Parks and Community Services
Department and identifies eleven key philosophies
fundamental to the delivery of parks and recreation
services in this community.  This section also
summarizes the public involvement process which
provided a framework for identifying important
issues which are developed further in this document.

Section 2 is the heart of the Comprehensive
Plan.  It explores major issues and opportunities
concerning City parks and recreation services
through the year 2007.  This is followed by
recommendations for implementing the
Comprehensive Parks, Open Space, and Recreation
Plan encompassing the areas of park acquisition,
development and renovation.  Costs and funding
methods of implementing the Plan are also
discussed.

Section 3 details existing City park acreage,
park classifications, facility standards, and
demographic trends in Kirkland.  The document
concludes with a detailed analysis of the City’s
neighborhoods, available parks and open spaces;
and the identification of specific needs and
opportunities.
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The three primary goals of the Parks and Community Services
Department are to:

1) acquire, develop, and renovate a system of parks,
recreational facilities, and open spaces that is attractive, safe,
functional, and available to all segments of the population,

2) enhance the quality of life in the community by
providing services and programs that offer positive
opportunities for building healthy productive lives, and

3) protect and preserve publicly-owned natural resource areas.

In 2001 the City will evaluate and review the framework goals as part of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan pursuant to the Growth Management Act (GMA).

As steward of the City’s parks and recreation system, eleven key concepts were identified
which we believe fundamental to the delivery of parks and recreation services in this
community.

I. QUALITY
The staff of the Parks and Community Services Department identifies providing
high quality parks and recreational services to the community as a core value.
It is very important to strive for excellence through efficient, accurate, and
skillful performance in every process, service, and product we deliver.  To
provide high quality services and products, employees must have the necessary
means and support.  For example, developing park sites before adequate
maintenance and operation funds are available often results in limited use,
vandalism, and a poor return on the park investment.

II. BALANCE
A parks and recreation system should provide its citizens a diversity of open
space, parks and recreation facilities, and recreation service opportunities to
meet the needs of different age groups, abilities, and interests.

III. RESPONSIVENESS
Listening to, informing, and involving citizens in parks, recreation and service
issues is vital to providing a responsive, effective, and high quality parks system
and recreation program.  Citizen participation in decisions that involve facilities
and programs ensures that park facilities and recreation programs reflect
community needs.
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IV. BEAUTY
Parks and open spaces provide settings for people to recreate, and they enhance
the beauty and visual character of a City.  Flowers planted in street medians
and the landscaping and signing of key City gateway areas soften urban traffic,
congestion, and concrete.  As new parks are developed and older ones are
renovated, it is important to create and retain natural beauty in the parks
system for which the City and the Pacific Northwest are so well known.

V. HEALTH
City parks and recreation services contribute significantly to the health and
well being of a community by providing opportunities and settings for physical
and mental health.  Physical health needs can be met by fitness activities,
organized and supervised recreation programs and safe and functional trails
for walking, jogging, and bicycling.  Mental health demands can be satisfied
with programs for life-long learning, and open spaces provide relief from stress.

VI. FUTURE ORIENTATION
Vision on the part of citizens, elected representatives and City officials created
Kirkland’s waterfront and park system.  The City’s park system adheres to a
strong future orientation.  Parkland should be acquired to meet the demands
of a changing population and for future generations.  A goal of the Kirkland
parks system to acquire and preserve unique park sites to respond to a diversity
of community needs and interests. In the distant future it will be important
that Kirkland citizens be able to reflect positively on the actions which were
taken to acquire land for parks and facilities, for themselves and  for their
children. Kirkland has always demonstrated a spirit of vision and  strives to
keep that spirit alive.

VII. ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY
Kirkland is fortunate to have two of Lake Washington’s largest and most
important wetland and wildlife resources in its public park system: Juanita Bay
Park and the Yarrow Bay Wetlands. Other valuable natural resources include
the upland forests in Watershed Park, and the wetland habitat found in
Heronfield Wetlands, Forbes Lake Park, and Woodlands Park. Reservation and
protection of these natural areas is a key element of the Comprehensive Park,
Open Space and Recreation Plan. The existence of these natural areas offers
a variety of opportunities for aesthetic, recreational, and educational activities.
Wetlands serve as wildlife and recreation resources, and protect water quality
by trapping sediments and absorbing pollutants as nutrients.

Preserving wildlife habitat, water quality, and forested areas is an important
aspect of good park resource management. We will to continue our commitment
to managing and protecting the park system’s natural and fragile resources.
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VIII. EFFICIENCY
Efficient management of available resources is important in retaining a high
quality park system and recreation program.  We should provide high quality
services; emphasize the design of park areas to reduce long-term maintenance
and operating costs; implement improved technology to conserve energy;  use
modern equipment; use staff effectively; and properly plan maintenance
activities.

Efficient management also incorporates cost recovery for some parks and
recreation services.  Through cooperative efforts with the private sector and
volunteer groups, greater efficiency and improvement of services can be
realized.

IX. OPPORTUNITY
A large segment of the population does not have the opportunity, financial
resources or inclination to participate in private recreation. It is the City’s
responsibility to provide parks and recreation facilities and programs that are
sensitive to the needs and resources of the community.

People with limited financial resources, disadvantaged youngsters, the elderly,
the disabled, and others with special needs should have access to programs
and facilities.  Assistance to those most in need will improve the quality of their
lives and also help prevent social problems such as delinquency and alienation.

X. PARTNERSHIPS
The City should forge effective new partnerships and strengthen existing ties
with public and private service providers.  Partnerships allow the City and
other agencies to share resources and avoid duplication of service.  Partnerships
enable the use of unique and special areas of expertise.  Partnerships with the
Lake Washington School District, King County, neighboring cities, and other
service providers are essential to plan for future open space and recreational
needs as land becomes more scarce and funding resources diminish.

XI. SECURITY AND SAFETY
The public needs to feel safe and secure when visiting parks and recreational
facilities. Effective signage and regulations lets users know of unwanted activities.
Retaining visibility into parks through good maintenance and planting enhances
overall safety and security.  Cooperation with the Police Department provides
safety through the identification of problem areas and the display of visible
signage enables effective police enforcement.
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Public involvement was an important aspect of preparing the Comprehensive Parks,
Open Space and Recreation Plan.  Several methods were used in obtaining public
comment in the year 2000, including a staff workshop, a random telephone survey,
a focus group, and three public workshops hosted by the Park Board. In addition to
these more recent efforts, a Community Forum and key informant interviews were
held in 1997.  Information gathered from surveys of the community provided a
framework for identifying important issues.  Following is a summary of the significant
findings:

In February and March 2000, the City conducted a random telephone survey of 400
Kirkland residents concerning opinions, usage patterns and attitudes relating to City
parks and recreation services.

● When citizens were asked to list their three top priorities for distribution of
future parks and recreation funding, the priorities included:
1. Maintenance of park and recreation facilities;
2. Acquiring more parklands, and develop existing parklands;
3. Facilities for young children;
4. Provide year-round access to public restrooms;
5. Facilities for teens/teen center;
6. Preservation of natural, wilderness areas.

● Kirkland residents appreciate and use their park and recreation system.
Significantly, residents reported that they are using parks more frequently and
are using parks in greater numbers on a year-round basis.  Kirkland residents
said they like their parks because they provide access to the water, are well
maintained, provide opportunities to enjoy the natural environment, are
attractive, and have children’s playgrounds, trails, pathways and open lawn
areas for informal play.

● Of those people interviewed, 83 percent said Kirkland’s parks were “very well
maintained”.  Those who cited problems said that improvements are needed
in dealing with geese and better restroom maintenance.

● When asked about Kirkland’s needs for indoor recreation facilities, residents
listed an indoor swimming pool, basketball courts, community center and
gymnasium as high priorities.

● The biggest needs cited for outdoor facilities or for park design features, were
restrooms, children’s playgrounds, trails and pathways, soccer/football fields,
picnic areas/shelters, basketball courts and baseball fields.

● Technology including computers, telecommunications, and the internet is a
key element in providing park and recreation services to Kirkland residents in
the future. Seventy percent of Kirkland park users now have internet access.
Parks and recreation services are part of the information age and citizens are
demanding more immediate access to information about the parks and
recreation opportunities available to them.
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A two-hour focus group was convened in January 2000 to discuss City parks and
recreation services.  Participants were randomly selected Kirkland residents and
represented a cross-section of backgrounds and ages.  Members most often discussed
needs and issues related to the perceived need for more parks and open space as a
result of the increasing number of new condominiums and apartments. The other
most talked about needs included the need for more information about available
parks and recreation services, parking at park facilities, an additional boat launch,
partnership opportunities with the Lake Washington School District, play equipment
for children under 5 years of age, lighting and drinking fountains at many of the
smaller parks, and attention to public safety at the beach parks.

In April and May 2000, the Kirkland Park Board and Kirkland Parks and Community
Services Department hosted workshops to invite public comment on long range
planning for parks and recreation services in the community. Dozens of people attended
these workshops representing nearly all of Kirkland’s thirteen neighborhoods. Those
attending the first two workshops were asked to complete questionnaires about needs
specific to their respective neighborhoods and the City as a whole. They were also
asked to prioritize those needs. The major needs and priorities that emerged from the
April workshops were:

● City-wide needs:
- Continue high levels of maintenance, preserve open space and natural areas;
- Provide park user comfort facilities such as restrooms and drinking

fountains year-round;
- Seek partnerships with the Lake Washington School District to improve and

provide more sites for active indoor and outdoor recreation;
- Establish policies to ensure that no loss of recreation or open space facilities

occur.

● Neighborhood needs:
- Develop existing parklands for recreational use;
- Provide access to restroom facilities year-round.

In May 2000, the last of three public workshops was conducted to gather comments
on the future of parks and recreation in the community. Citizens participated in small
group discussions and completed a separate questionnaire. The small group
discussions and the questionnaires yielded different responses. From the small group
discussions some major themes emerged related to priorities for park acquisition
and design and city-wide spending priorities for parks:

● Preservation and protection of natural areas and open space;

● Providing park user conveniences such as picnic shelters, restrooms, benches,
and children’s playgrounds;

Neighborhood Workshops

Focus Groups

Public Involvement
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Community Forum and Key Informant Reviews

● Continuing to provide high quality maintenance of park and recreation facilities;

● Continuing to acquire key parcels of park land, including land for neighborhoods
without parks, land for trails, especially to link other parks within the park
system (greenways) and land to expand existing parks;

● Provide for indoor recreation such as gyms and an indoor pool.

In April 1997, a series of Key Informant interviews were conducted of City recreation
program participants, volunteers, youth activists and representatives from business,
service clubs, the media, sports groups, government, schools, environmental
organizations, and human services. Community members were asked to rate the
importance of 15 proposed park related projects and express ideas for additional
projects, programs and facilities. In conjunction with the Key Informant interviews, a
Community Forum was also held and attended by over 200 representing citizens
from nearly every City neighborhood. Kirkland residents were invited to respond in
writing to specific questions focused on the strengths of Kirkland Parks and the activities
residents would like to see the City do more of or do better. Those who attended also
were asked to evaluate the same 15 parks projects studied by the Key Informants and
vote on those they supported most strongly.

The top three projects identified as important to meet future park needs were the
CrossKirkland Trail, indoor recreation space, City/School Playfield Partnerships, and
Natural Areas and Open Space acquisition.

In addition to these top projects, those attending Community Forum identified other
key themes related to work that the City should continue to do including:

● Maintenance

● Preservation of Natural Areas and Open Space

● Accessibility

Neighborhood Workshops, cont’d.
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Throughout the public involvement process there were recurring themes identified by
citizens. Citizens reported a high level of satisfaction with the level of service they
receive for parks and recreation provided by the City. Their greatest concern about
the future of the park system was the desire to ensure that existing facilities be
maintained well.

Acquisition of park land and preservation of natural areas and open space continues
to be a strong desire and is foremost in the minds of many residents.

Citizens desire linkages (greenways) between neighborhoods, parks, and along the
waterfront via foot trails, sidewalks, and bicycle pathways. Surveys have shown that
Kirkland residents are active in outdoor and indoor activities and suggests that the
City invest in ways to strengthen partnerships with the school district to enhance
active recreation opportunities in the community.

Citizens indicated that they are using parks more frequently than they have in the
past. This accounts for strong interest in passive type customer service and convenience
oriented facilities, particularly restrooms, and their availability year-round in key park
facilities, children’s playgrounds, drinking fountains, picnic shelters, and park benches.

Public Involvement

Summary


