
Totem Lake Park  ReImagine Totem Lake

Finding the magic is the trick to successful places, from the design through 
implementation. The ultimate solution for Totem Lake is about finding what’s 
unique and building on it to make this a great place to be. With this in mind, we 
have one simple question for you: 
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Share your vision for Totem Lake.



Totem Lake Park Reveal Recreation & Culture Mudd Lake, one of many names in Totem Lake history, has a story to tell. Starting with a 
vast forest and cultures of Native Americans, the area has transitioned from agriculture 
and railroads to automobiles, modern development and industry.  The landscape around 
the lake over the past 100 years has seen a dramatic change. Totem Lake is physically 
located at the heart of its namesake neighborhood, yet it is anything but the heart of the 
community that surrounds it. 

What activities, existing or new, 
would bring you to Totem Lake?
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Totem Lake Park
Surrounding Properties
Totem Lake Mall
Cross Kirkland Corridor
Evergreen Hospital
Neighborhood
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What…there’s a lake in Totem Lake?  Did you know there was a lake here? Limited 
access to the site surrounded by development and natural barriers make it hard 
to get here. There is a great opportunity  to develop a strong sense of place that 
can become a catalyst to revitalize the greater Totem Lake Community.   

Honor and build on the history:  Agriculture was prevalent around the lake during 
early days of Kirkland, and the railway has left its imprint on the shores as well. 
How can this help build character for the site? 

Reach beyond the park!  With its 
location along the forthcoming 
Cross Kirkland Corridor, the Park 
brings a unique opportunity to 
provide connections to businesses 
and amenities for trail users.

It’s not just a place; it’s a starting point. 
If there was improved site access and 
connections to the surrounding community, 
could Totem Lake be revealed as the central 
park of the neighborhood? What would help 
strengthen the Lake as a destination?

An economic catalyst: Would 
you like to sit out on a patio 
for brunch looking out over 
the lake on a sunny morning? 
Surrounding development 
could enable Totem Lake Park to 
become a destination that then 
supports other services.



Totem Lake Reveal Park Ecology

Totem Lake is the headwaters of a much larger natural system (a tributary of the Juanita 
Creek Drainage Basin).  The lake and surrounding areas are classified as a depressional 
wetland approximately 18 acres in size. The open water portion, Totem Lake, compromises 
approximately 3 acres of the total wetland area. Native vegetation within the wetland 
includes native scrub-shrub, emergent and aquatic bed plants. Invasive plants are present, 
including Purple loosestrife, reed canary grass and Himalayan Blackberry.
Totem Lake is an ecological gem, yet with some obvious impacts from the urban areas 
that surround it. One of the critical opportunities of this project will be designing a plan 
that can enhance the human experience of the park, opening it up to become an icon of 
the community, even as we work to enhance the ecological performance of the lake and 
wetland. 

What observations do you have to add?
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Totem Lake Neighborhood 
Given the highly urbanized nature of the area surrounding Totem 
Lake area, runoff into the lake causes degraded water quality, 
affecting the lake ecosystem and possibly downstream water quality.
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1Lake Outlet
Flooding affects the site and is a partial 
result of downstream impacts, some of 
which are caused by an eager beaver!
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Forested Hillside
The steep hillside to the north of the lake 
forms a wildlife corridor that also provides 
a possible connection to Evergreen Hospital 
and surrounding communities.
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Urban Creeks
Water drains into and out of Totem Lake from 
the surrounding hillsides and communities.
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Adjacent Wetlands
Wetlands separated by the CKC and Totem Lake Blvd. are connected 
to the lake and need to be considered as to how they impact the site.
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Totem Lake Wildlife
How can we enhance wildlife habitat and maintain or improve the function 
of the site?  Consider songbirds, waterfowl, amphibians, fish, & beavers. 
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Totem Lake Invasives
What Restoration efforts are needed to manage invasive species?
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