
 

 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Design Review Board 
  
From: Angela Ruggeri, AICP, Senior Planner 
  
Date: June 21, 2010 
 
Subject: DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE #20 
 TOUCHSTONE (PARKPLACE)  
 FILE DRC09-00002 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Touchstone’s proposal is for design review of a 1.8 million sq. ft. mixed-use project that includes 
1.2 million sq. ft. of office space and an additional 300,000 sq. ft. of retail. Other uses include a 
hotel and athletic club.  
 
The approved Master Plan has established the building and open space locations, access points 
and grid for the internal road system.  The zoning specifies building heights, setbacks and other 
development parameters.  The Design Review Board (DRB) is now in the process of working with 
the applicant on the design of the buildings and open spaces.  The approved Design Guidelines for 
Parkplace will be used by the DRB to guide this process. 
 
**Please bring your copy of the Master Plan and Design Guidelines for Parkplace to the meeting on 
6/28/10.  Updated drawings of Building E will be provided to the DRB by the applicant on Friday, 
6/25/10. 
 

II. PREVIOUS DESIGN RESPONSE CONFERENCE 

At the June 7, 2010 meeting, The DRB continued their discussion of Building E.  The following is a 
summary of their comments. 
 
Building E: 

 
Massing:   

 Existing entrances to the pedestrian path/lobby (on both sides) still aren’t well articulated. 
 Materials palette is not diverse enough to articulate the massing proposed. 
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 In working on the two issues above, there might be an opportunity to break up the 
massing (for example, the building may feel more like two volumes if it is divided by an 
entry articulation). 

 The mass on the south side needs to be stepped back above the 4th floor.  This additional 
step back should be explored as a continuation/wrap-around of the landscaped terrace on 
the west side.  

 
Interaction with the Peter Kirk Park: 

 The DRB endorses the effort by the applicant to work with the Parks Board on landscaping 
and circulation within the park adjacent to the project to enhance connectivity. 

 The DRB agrees with the idea of having street parking on the west as well as the east side 
of the north/south access road adjacent to the park. 

 
Other required submittals: 

 Elevations showing adjacent buildings (including the Emerald Building, Continental Plaza, 
Bungie building,, Teen Center and KPC both existing and what could be built there, etc.). 

 The DRB reiterated their request for an East/West lobby section to explore the scale of the 
pedestrian connection through the building.  

 Further development and information about building design at the pedestrian level – 
particularly on the west around the “foot” section of the building, but the entire building 
should be studied.  

 Show the development of the shelters over the elevator and escalator.  The applicant has 
asked to wait to bring the details of these enclosures with the design of Building F due to 
their internal work plan. 

 The DRB encouraged sketches showing options rather than final detailed drawings of the 
massing. 

 
 

Attachment:  Letter from Kenneth Davidson  
 

Cc: A-P Hurd, Touchstone, 2025 First Ave, Suite 1212, Seattle, WA 98121 

 Kenneth Davidson, Davidson, Czeisler & Kilpatric, P.S., 520 Kirkland Way, Suite 400, 
Kirkland, WA  98033 
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